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I dnD hftpe sucxxNMteC n. afiuidia^' ^mUlicaUuii 
to tluae wrtMU «n- mami^ tint ui •!*.•<: u li' i:. iii% 
priuti|tt! ium vil ut kccutii}>ii«tjcc . u. Um. cmu^ 
pOitBOB <ii xlI WW mfiuaioec l*% Um. vmmom' 
Mtkm tkat micti aii <-puuuit wa* uut U* tutAc; 
viioae penercnup asic iiav«nitu]vt» «aertiui# 
So€ tlK ritriw i o fc auc mjpn*veuMUt vl tfunufjn: 
and geogzifitiv iift\e cuuicnxt; t. puuut umicsii* : 
bulk did act escape mc; ttiat Kmietaa^f uf Um 
kind aras abfr wnaUu^. and ^u^itit.ti^ jtooof^a: 
Ue» to wapfij ttie piaoe uf Uie^u^uu i|uanc ^ u*- 
BBKi, whtmt ODsLy use auci dtjcirtf-iuiii }>t*y 
dude dken firm ttie geuerhl muc^unijutaj ciuk 
of lea^xm. Br tbe cupioui oeiv^t ftn: ca- 
bnee;iaev«rT hra&cL of aMroikaiBc^ afid aaa- 
tical ac a fTf. . of geofrsfiiT. ateleoruki^. and 
other fhjmcal reaearcbo — cLe ciaru a&d ] 
bj vfakh ther are iiioitjaled — ther ^^e 
li^ J ralaaUe to the aiaa of KMSoe aad taate, 
and weU adaptrd for public likaiiei, or thoae 
geoenHjr fiicaBd in the manaoosof the weahbj ; 
but they axe not exactly soited for geDeral ctr> 
colatioQ. 
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VI PREFACE. 

It was pretty much on the same grounds that, 
some years ago, when the renewal of the search 
for a Northwest Passage was set on foot, I was 
induced to bring out a small volume descriptive 
of the discoveries and exploits of our old " ma- 
rine worthies" in the Arctic regions, commen- 
cing in the days of the Cabotas ; the originals 
of which being confined, in like manner, to the 
huge folios of the old chroniclers, were very lit- 
tle knovm to the public at large. The object 
which I then had in view was to show briefly 
what had been accomplished by the former race 
of British naval oflicers and their hardy sea- 
men, and, at the same time, to make their deeds 
more familiarly known to the existing race 
•• ; ^*t©tit:*t(>.l^ jJrtJfb^ed on similar pursuits, and in 

* "the s&me*"Vegiodi^*« the globe. 

* *: A fiSefiric^of setting forth to public notice 

• .the ^rauftilS services of our recent Arctic voy- 
y a^^^.bSyJScji: add land— of endeavoring to ap- 
preciate "ttTeir* several characters and conduct, 
so uniformly displayed in their unflinching per- 
severance in difficulties of no ordinary descrip- 
tion — ^their patient endurance of extreme suffer- 
ing, borne without murmuring, and with an 
equanimity and fortitude of mind under the most 
appalling distress, rarely if ever equalled, and 
such as could only be supported by a superior 
degree of moral courage and resignation to the 
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and toeh m wtll tt«M l«ii U> m- 
tympathj and chftllMM« Uir ftdiiMitttwjii 

yet aiudoaf ob)ac< of tin* (irrMiil »gl- 



I Mich m$ tri li«rein m«mii*Mm4 mtv tnum 
ita corrMpODding good tc^uM^ -Of Um 
; of regular 4mH\imm and good 4jr- 
4er — by judicioua empioynxnit to |)n»v«m idl4h 
ttesi and diacoDleitt — by all«>wi»|r ain u a mw iiut 
and Durtbiiil hilarity to divert dw uimd liuw 
deapoDdeocy— «od« abova all, by atUtub^Mi to 
their wants and to their ooiuioru-^tboit; ai« tiia 
means to inspire ooofideo ft t and oUiWi obcdi- 
eoce; and aaamen aa ooattnflKftCWd 4|t# da^Mf 
wOl nerer reeeiire^ beeauae clv^y wjf u»vai i« 
quire, any kind of corporal puiM4«i|'Vif. 

The perikms iDC*d4«kts and adv«ifrtuftf« ty 
which BiBy* both ofteen mA m^y^it m<. 
easarily tmpu s ud Ih i hop^ ac*tf t^-ai r by tiriiP^ 
they were ahfiaaidy excii^ ^«« s<^ »iiil aiid 
ibrctbly deaeribad ia the aevorai ivu#i«al« o< ctia 
forawr^ Aa( 1 iia»<; e n d c'a vofod W pr^awt^r, <« 
6r as it ps atd he 4oa»^ tMnr omi r^apa^ra 

4ir««ena*yo< IS-i^HM 
4dlf appawjftirt ad ai' hw^ «iav 



Digitized 



by Google 



via PREFACE. 

by most foreign nations, and is matter of public 
record ; its moral influence, though less the ob- 
ject of publicity, requires only to be more ex- 
tensively known to be equally felt and esteem- 
ed ; and nothing can be more conducive to this 
end than the results to be derived from voy- 
ages of discovery such as those under consid- 
leration, whose great aim has been the acquisi- 
tion of knowledge, not for England alone, but 
for the general benefit of mankind. 

It may be noticed that the present epitome is 
meant to convey the substance of six or seven 
large quarto volumes, with two or three small- 
er ones, containing together from three to four 
thousand pages, exclusive of four or five other 
:[ • y6iilm1&s; caoiisistifiji entirely of subjects in natu- 
'' *rtd'Kstof.JrJ''wlitcftron the present occasion do 
'nt)| fa}L;JfWi|f toy province. 
'•' 1 ^n-HoVbift feel it a most gratifying reflec- 
y Mn*ihaUm:Jo great a number of persons who 
hive b^efti'eiAplbyed and passed several winters 
in one of the most cold, dark, and desolate re- 
gions of the globe, so few lives, in some of the 
ships none, have been lost It is equally grat- 
ifying to have the opportunity of recording, 
which I have not omitted to do, that most of 
those who suryived the trial have received ad- 
vancement in their professional career, or some 
distinction of honor, in reward of their services ; 
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X PREFACE. 

^tifpofitkm, he hu made himself a indrerMlikvQrite in the m 
and I am moat hf^py to add that^ in hia abaence, the Boart 
Admiraltj have promoted him to the rank of Captain. Lien 
ant Graham Gore aerred in the laat feaifbl yoyage of the Ter 
and Lieutenant Faiiliolme waa in the l^ger ezpeditiaD— ei 
lent oflScera, hotib. 
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CHAPTER VUL 

CAFTAXZf PABEX'S TBOSD TOT^OJi, 

fit die Heda and Fory—^romeded up DaviB^s Slraift and Bafll&'s 
into Lancaster Sound and PnBce Regents Inle^ wbw* tibs Piury 
wrecked, and be raCaraed Pm^v 

CHAPTER CL 

CAFTAXZf PABU'S TOUBXH YOTAO^ 
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CHAPTER TL 
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from Copper Was Bir&c to Point Turn-again 



CHAPTER XL 

VmAMXriN ASH BICKABSeOlC. 

Second Jootb^ to Oe Polar Sea» to tiie Mackenzie Rirer^ tiMBoe w 
ward to tise Return Cli£^ and eastward to Uta Copper Mine Rirer 
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back's joubkbt 

Throng North America— Down a Rirer not before naTigated by Hu 

peana to iti Eatoarj on tiie Polar Sea— Botb now known by ttie nai 

ofBack ; 

CHAPTER Xm. 

back's totaob 

Toward RqMi]ae Bay— Shut up in the Ice, and floated on tiie Ice in 1 

midflt of tbe Ocean g€ the east coast of Sou&ampton Island nearly 

whole year • . . . ^ 

CHAPTER XIV. 

XI8CSI.LANBOV8. 

L Cu>t John Roaa's Second Voyage, in a Merchant Veesd. 

2. SeSect Committee of the House of Conmions on that Voyage. 
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DIRECTIOKS FOR PLACING THE MAPa 
Chart of Simpson's Strait, to face page 358. 
General Polar Chart and the Arctic Regions, at the aid. 
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Hi W«a Mill OS tfti* »ubt<*ri uf « iiiM4h«»M 

ilw AdMMar lu tW Ttt^iiH-, ami m u^iv 

MB* lMr» bMm alliMU c%Mk*«»ita4t4 ti, i)i«i \ 

; rvrirkl of the «tt4»in|4a lu (Wh»«»i i|. 

the chaiif««« Mtii «k'iMilUiln« Hi \i^IihI) ilm 
wrimn o n ol* our Ktutm u |Mii|»c»itMllv AtiiyiHi, 
«ao of the BMMt extivonUiiary, mni titim «»Ku h ilm tim*! 
■jpfiMfiiig and important rt*«uiu uim> im mitu timiuit, nji 
pean to hare taken place in the cuuiat* ul iho U«l l^i» 
or three jean, and ii still in protfrvMivo upetnlimt. 'riui 
coomhkio of an earthquake, aim iiw ^ruiMMut i4 a vu(« « 
no, force thenweWea into nutico by tli«> <li«utMy mimI iIu* 
aal i t i o ii with which, in a Kr«taU«r ur U^m iIokuui, itu>y mi a 
afaooet alwaja attended; but the evt^iii tu wht< li ww »l 
hide haa been ao quietly aocuiuphMhml, ilmi m uiiuhl Iihvm 
remained unknown but for an ttxira<»nltiuii v ituMtgti wbtt li 
a few intelligent navigatora rc^inarked Ui Iht* vlnlu ol itiu 
Arctic ice, and the reports of the unusual quaiilUiini ul i U^ 
ice obaenred in the Atlantic." 

The extract here quoted must, I behtivo, \m laid st my 
door. The event alluded to was tim dii*Mp|m«»iHiM a nt 
the whole, or greater part, of tim vhsi \miti**r *H Mm 
which for a long period of time, p«irhs|M (or « niiliii)M«i 
was supposed to have maintained it* firm nnHmi {HmHam 
on the eastern coast of Old (irmmlaiul ; ainl H« r»«p|MiMr 
ance in a more southenily latitude, wlM«rt« It «vs« looi 
with, as was attested by various p^iriMSis worthy tH i tmiii, 
in the years ltJl5-lC and 17 ; by iilii|Mi lutmntg tinin iim 
East fndies and Ameri<a; by othi»ni goio^f bi llalifMs 
and Newfoundland ; and in difforent f»rt« of iIm* Ailnithi', 
as far down as the 4(Hh rwralWl of huiu<hi« Hoiimi t4 
R 
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14 IMTBODUCTIO!!. 

tbete detached masses were of ao mmaaal 
and extent, amoantiiig in some instances to nrhi 
of ice, of sQdi Tast dimensionf that sfaipsTP«re iK 
tfiem for many days in dieir voyages; oCfaerswei 
ed icebergs, m>m a hnndred to a hnndred and n 
above die surface of the water, and sereral mil 
comference. The Hatta packet repoited thm^ 
passed a momitun of ice nearty two handred ^ 
and at least two miles in circnmnrence. Aship,^ 
to the Old Greenland Missions, was eleven days 
the coastof Labrador in floes of ice mixed wim I 
many of which had huge rodts upon them, gra^ 
and pieces of wood : in short, erery accoont fit) 
ons parts of Nordi America agreed in stating tha 
and more nnmeroos fields and bergs of ice he 
seen at greater distances from their usual places 
years a^yre mentioned, than had at any time befoi 
witnessed by the oldest navigators. The fact, the 
midit be considered as too well authenticated to ai 
a doubt. 

It was at once concluded from whence the £ 
part of these immense quantities of ice were d( 
In a letter from Mr. Scoresby the younger, an i 

fent navigator of the Gh-eenland seas, to Sir J 
tanks, he says, ** I observed on my last voyage { 
about two thousand square leagues (ei^teen tho 
square miles) of the surface of the Greenland se 
eluded between the parallels 74° and 80°, perfect! 
of ice, an of which had disappeared within the laa 
years.** And he farther states, that, although, on f( 
voyages, he had very rarely been able to penetraf 
ice, ifetween the latitudes of 76° andA80°, so far 1 
west as the meridian of Greenwich, on his last v 
he twice reached the longitude of40° west; thati 

EaraUel of 74° he approached the coast of Old G 
ind; that there was little ice near the land; at 
added, **tbat there could be no doubt that be i 
have reached the shore had he but a justifiable n 
for navigating an mknown sea at so late a season o 
year." This account was fully confirmed by intelli^ 
received at Copenhagen frt>m Iceland in the year : 
that the ice had broken loose from the opposite coi 
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16 INTRODUCTIO)*. 

covery, that, in the following year, his Mf^esty Greorge IV., 
then rrinoe Regent, was pleased to command that attempts 
should be made to reach the Pacific, both by the western 
route through Baffin's Bay, and by a northern course across 
the Pole."* 

It would be ridiculously squeamish to affect ignorance 
to whom the compliment in the above passage is meant 
to apply, and the more so as, on the whole, it is true. 
I am fully prepared to admit that part which relates to 
the " sanguine individual" who succeeded by ** exer- 
tions" and ** perseverance" in bringing the project to 
bear — a project which, like most others that are new and 
not well understood, could not, and therefore did not, 
fail to bring with it censorious remarks, and ill-natured 
but ignorant criticisms from one party, with a moflicum 
of praise and approbation from another — as usual, lavda- 
tur ah kis, cvlpatur ah iUis. Previously, however, to 
originating any proposals for the voyages herein treated 
of, no pains were spared in collecting whatever informa- 
tion could be gathered from the expeditions of our old 
travelers, the traders in the service of the Hudson's Bay 
and the Northwest Companies, from scattered remarks 
of whale fishers and casual travelers, such as Heame 
and Mackenzie : and the information thus gained was 
submitted to the public at the time the first of the recent 
expeditions was in progress, f 

I did not, however, stand alone, havhig had the good 
fortune to meet with every encouragement from an able 
coadjutor, one ever ready to hold out a helping hand 
when the promotion of science and general knowledge 
was the object. This patron was Sir Joseph Banks. 
Before, therefore, I submitted smy proposal to Lord 
Melville, which I knew would be referred to the Presi- 
dent and Council of the Koyal Society, as all voyages of 
discovery connected with science were, I thought it 
right to take the president's opinion as to the effect of 
the changes reported to have occurred in the northern 
regions, in which I was aware he took a particular inter- 
est, having himself, in early life, visited Iceland and 
climbed to the top of Mount Hecla ; and as he knew 

♦ Beechey's Voyage toward the North Pole. '^"^ 

t Cbronologioal Histary of Voyages into the Arctic Regions, &c. 



Digitized 



by Google 





Digitized 



by Google 



18 INTBODUCTION. 

of any entrance into the Polar Sea from this side of 
America. All that was known on the first attempt, 
which hardly deserves the name, was, that a Polar Sea 
did exist, that the ships of Captain Cook had looked at 
it through Behring's Strait, and that Heame and Mac- 
kenzie, two North American travelers, had arrived at 
the northern shore of North America, at different points 
and at different times, and reported, somewhat doubting, 
that they had seen the sea. 

From these circumstances, and, more particularly, 
from the undoubted authorities I had succeeded in col- 
lectings it was qiiite clear that a current was constant^ 
found setting down Davis's Strait, and the Strait of Hud- 
son's Bay, imd also along the shore of Spitzbergen, all 
to the southward ; no doubt, therefore, could remain on 
my mind, that there must be a water communication be- 
tween the seas of the Pacific and the northern Atlantic ; 
that the water supplied through the Strait of Behring (a 
well-established fact) into the Polar Sea was discharged, 
by some opening or other yet to be discovered, into the 
Atlantic. The " Edinburgh Review," however, turned 
into ridicule the idea of a Polar Basin ; and others en- 
deavored to show that, if these currents existed, they 
must be very temporary or occasional, as they wouUI 
otherwise diuin this Polar Basin of its water. 

It may be worth the while, now that the shores of 
this Polar Sea have been visited and surveyed, one part 
of them by our own navigators, and the Asiatic part by 
the indefatigable Baron Wrangel and others, to show 
to these would-be-wise gentlemen what that sea really 
is — what are its inpourings, its outpourings, and its di- 
mensions. In the first place, it is an immense basin of 
water, included by the shores of Asia, of Europe, and of 
America. Of Asia, from Nova Zembla, in 50° E. long*., 
to East Cape in Behring's Strait, in 170° W. long*. ; 
that is, 140° extent of coast. In Europe, from Nova 
Zembla, in 50° E., to Baffin's Bay, about 70° W., an 
extent of coast equal to 120° ; and in America, from the 
last point, 70° W.,to Cape Prince of Wales, 168° W., 
in Behring's Strait, an ej^tent of coast equal to 100°. 
These, including the opening of Behring's Strait and 
that between Greenland and Spitzbergen^ compiise the 
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wliole cMe of 360^, an mttMH of com! wliirii BoollMr 
defched m« ia the woHd c«a bout of. It ■ a nrtrle of 
two toooMMi lovr oQiMirra ipMicrapnical vulo* b dnn* 
otcr, MM MTMi toaOMHid two iniodrra iniios ■! cvmia* 
for eo co , conaideniig tho btmMie of 70- to b^ tb^ avtr- 
•fo bouBi far y Bdo, which it Dcvrir it, bj ffcan di«* m- 
leto of the bud to balnea th«> oatM of tfae •em. Aad, 
IB ocdor to Mttiof y too Bwirootoats ircardni^ tbo mrrrats 
erhiiwrini^ its watrrB, it mmy^pmrhtp^ bo mllW-MiQt to 
Mate what arc* ila a uppOoa. Thej t niwiit of tbo rtm- 
stant inlhix of a Mream thronxfa B«4inn|r*t Strait, of ft«« 
or ail icreat mora from Asia— the ( Hm, the Jeniart. tho 
Leaa, the l a dia irfca , and the Kofema. £iirofe sappfcra 
the watera of oie Owioa* with trameroiM ■Creams from 
the coaata of Norway and Lapknd, and the eaatem coasta 
of nmnniind aod weatem eoMt of Baffin's Bay ; and 
AuMTiea poors m sereral eopioos streams frmn the 
Rodrr Moontains, with the Mackeucie, the Heame, or 
the Copper Mine, the Back, aod seteral other minor 
streams. To tal^ there fo re, of iu beinf exhausted by 
the soothemly cnrrenta appears to be absohite nooseoae. 

The mam object imeoded to be attained by the first 
of the recent expeditioos was to di scover an entry from 
the eastern side of America into the Polar Sea. But it 
was not done by the first, as it onght to have been done ; 
and, as the second moat readily accompished it, and, 
moreover, navifsted one half of that sea to the westward, 
wby, then, it may be asked, have fntare at tempt s failed 
to navigate the other half? The answer is easy enoiifl;fa — 
they fa9ed by deserting the direct path, that gave &em 
half Uie passage toward Behring's Strait, and tried va- 
rioas new ways in search of openings into the Polar Sea, 
and foond bat one other on the whole eastern coast of 
America, and that one not navigable. The M route of 
Parry thnra|^ Lancaster Sound and Barrow's Strait, 
as frir as to the last land on its sonthem shore, and thence, 
in a direct line, to Behring's Strait, is the nrate ordered 
to be pursued by Franklin. 

Bat it may also be asked, as it has been asked by some 
of that class known by the name of Utifitarians, cat bono 
are these northern voyages undertaken ? If they were 
merely to be prosecuted for the sake of making a passage 
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20 INTRODUCTION. 

from England to China, and for no other purpose, their 
utility might feirly be questioned. But when the acqui- 
sition of knowledge is the groundwork of all the instruc- 
tions under which they are sent forth ; when the com- 
manding officer is directed to cause constant observations 
to be made for the advancement of every branch of sci- 
ence^ — astronomy, navigation, hydrography, meteorolo- 
gy, including electricity and magnetism, and to make col- 
lections of subjects in natural history — in short, to lose 
no opportunity of acquiring new and important informa- 
tion and difscovery ; and when it is considered that these 
voyages gite employment to officers and men in time 
nf peace, and produce officers and men not to be sur- 
passed, perhaps not equalled, in any other branch of the 
service, the question cui bono is easily answered in the 
words of the minister of Queen Elizabeth, ** Knowledge 
is Power," the truth of which was practically demon- 
strated to the grumblers of that day by the following re^ 
suits. 

Sir Humphrey Gilbert, in consequence of his grant of 
the Island of Newfoundland, made a voyage thither, on 
his return from which he nobly perished ; but his knowl- 
edge did not perish with him : it laid the foundation of 
that valuable cod-fishery which stilL exists. Davis, by 
the discovery of the strait that bears his name, opened 
the way to the whale-fishery, which still continues to 
flourish ; and Frobisher pointed out the strait which con- 
ducted Hudson to the bay that bears his name, and which 
gave rise to the establishment of a company of mer- 
chants, whose concerns are of such an extensive nature 
as to be carried on across the whole continent of Amer- 
ica, and to the very shores of the Pdar Sea ; and al- 
ready, in our time, the opening of Lancaster Sound by 
Parry has extended the whale-fishery into that sound. 

But the knowledge that has resulted from these later 
voyages is not less valuable, less durable, or more evan- 
escent, nor can it be too highly appreciated. Let any 
one cast an eye only over the best charts of the north- 
em regions, previous to the recent Arctic expeditions, 
and compare them with wlmt they now are. Let him 
inquire what was then known or described of that Po- 
lar sea, w indeed of the whole northern shore of the 
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22 INTRODUCTION. 

simultaneous obseirations, at given stated times, in all of 
them. Those of Great Britain are sent to Lieutenant- 
colonel Sabine, who has kindly undertaken to reduce 
them systematically.* When Franklin's expedition was 
decided on, Colonel Sabine was asked whether magnet- 
ic observations made on the Polar Sea, and registered 
in the same manner as in the colonial observatories, would 
not be of service ? His reply was, ** That he has no hes- 
itation in saying that the attempt to make the northwest 
passage would render the most important service that 
now remains to be performed toward the comjdetion of 
the magnetic survey of the globe." I shall only add here 
that the President and Council of the Royal Society, 
Sir Edward Parry, and Captain Beaufort strongly ap- 
prove of the existing, and perhaps the last, attempt to 
make t^e passage through the Polar Sea into the Pa- 
cific. But what says Sir John Herschel, when speak- 
ing of the atmospheric pressure in cold climates ? *^ This, 
with the magnetic survey of the Arctic seas, and the not 
improbable solution of me great geographical problem 
which forms the chief object of the expedition, will fur- 
nish a sufficient answer to those, if any there be, who re- 
gard such voyages as useless. Let us hope and pray 
diat it may please Providence to shield him (Franklin) 
and his brave companions from the many dangers of their 
enterprise, and restore them in health and honor to 
their country." 

To those who are disposed to doubt the expediency, 
** if any there be," of the present voyage under Sir John 
Franklin, I shall state one additional motive for having 
adopted it, which is this : that to have abandoned any 
fardier attempt to fulfill an object which has never ceased 
to occupy, the attention of the British government since 
the days of our Elizabeth, and more especially, at this 
particular time, to have left it to be completed by a for- 
eign navy, after the doors of the two extremities of the 
passage had been thrown open by the ships of our own, 
would have been littie short of an act of national suicide ; 
or, to say the least of it, an egregious piece of national 
folly. In personal courage the British navy has long held 

* Tho observations made at Toronto have already been reduced and 
printed with an adznirable and well-written prefiace by the colonel 
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a northwest passage has been satis&ctorily set at rest, en*, at 
least, until those portions of the northern shores of America 
which are yet unknown be laid down in our maps , and 
which, with the exception of a small space on the Asiatic 
continent eastward of Shelatskoi Noss, are the only intervals 
wanting to complete the outline of Europe, Asia, and Ameri- 
ca."—?. 319. 

And I can not but feel a proud gratification, wluch I 
am sure is shared by every true En^shman of whatev- 
er rank in society, in the perusal of the following honest 
and maidy sentiments widi which Captain Sir Edward 
Parry closes the narrative of his third voyage into the 
Arctic seas : 

'' Happy as I should have considered myself in solving this 
interestmg question, instead of still leavmg it a matter of 
speculation and conjecture ; happy shall I also be if any la- 
bors of mine, in the humble, though it would seem necessary 
office of pioneer, should ultimately contribute to the success 
of some more fortanate individual ; but most happy should I 
again be to be selected as that individual. May it still faU 
to England's lot to accomplish this undertaking ; and may she 
ever continue to take the lead in enterjnrises intended to con- 
tribute to the advancement of science, and to promote, with 
her ovrjif the wel^Eure of mankind at large ! Such enterprises, 
BO disinterested as well as useful in their object, do honor to 
the country which undertakes them, even when they feil: 
they can not but excite the admiration and respect of every 
liberal and cultivated mind ; and the page of future history 
will undoubtedly record them as every way worthy of a 
powerful, a virtuous, and an enlightened nation.**—?. 186. 
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1 TMfii'vnnxu, f 

When kioking out for proper peraooa to eommaod the 
iDteDded expedition. Sir George Hope, who hwl been 
flag-captain to Sir Jamea SaanMres, and then a Lord of 
die Admiralty, reconmiended Commandtr Rom$ aa an ac- 
tive and zealous officer, and weD prKtited io the ordioa- 
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ry duties of the seaman's profession. The ordinary 
ties of a good seaman are well known ; that he can h 
reef, steer, and heave the lead, keep the dead reckoi 
and take and work an observation for the latitude ; 
much beyond this Sir George does not appear to I 
pledged himself. Indeed, Ross states somewhat i 
estly, in his introduction, ** My nautical education 
taught me to act, and not to question ; to obey ordei 
far as possible, not to discuss probabilities, or exar 
philosophical or imphilosophicaJ speculations. I 1 
nere attempted nothing beyond the journal of a sean 
if I had done more, I might have done worse." 

Now something beyond the general character g 
by Sir George Hope was required from an officer 
ventured to accept the command of an expedition for 
purposes of enlarging the wide field of science and 
jpovenr, and moreover for that of a peculiar discovc 
one that had baffled the skill of the most able and pe 
vering navigators for a period at intervals of more 1 
three hun£ed years. It has been truly observed, 
** this is a service for wluch all officers, however bi 
and intelligent they may be, are not equally qualified 
requires a peculiar tact, an inquisitive and perseve; 
pursuit after details of fact, not always interesting 
contempt of danger, and an enthusiasm not to be dam 
by ordinary difficulties." 

In fact. Commander Ross's services, previous to 
voyage, were only adapted — as Sir George Hope, f 
indeed, he himself has stated them — to qualify for 
ordinary duties of a good seaman ; but least of all 
will be seen, for conducting a voyage of discovc 
"In the year 1786," he says, "I entered the re 
navy ; continued in it for four years ; was in the m 
chant service till 1794 ; in the East India Compar 
service till 1799 ; then returned to the navy ; act 
lieutenant of the Weasel, of the Glyde, &c. W 
with Lord de Saumarez as midshipman, often act 
lieutenant, but ranked only as midshipman ; confirn 
as lieutenant in 1805 ; served as first lieutenant in th 
different ships ; promoted conmiander in 1812, t 
conunanded three different ships."* He might hi 

* His examination before a Select Committee of the House of C 
mons on the Arctic @ea Expedition. 
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28 ARCTIC VOYAGES. 

of hit appointment to that expedition, then preparing 
the latter object 

Lieutenant Parry, it may safely be said, did not 
appoint the expectations of those who recommeii 
him ; but he was himself grievously disappointed at 
manner in which the voyage in question was conduc 
and at the total want of iacUities given for collecting s 
a body of observations on various subjects of sciec 
inquiry, of geographical information, and, above al 
the careless manner in which every attempt, or, rat 
want of attempt, was slurred over to fulfill the inst 
tiont of government. Owing to this, instead of b 
able, on their return to England, to produce any ret 
worthy of the liberality with which the expedition 
been ntted out, there was not an officer in either 
that did not express mortification and disappointmer 

Lieutenant Robertson was an active and inl 
gent officer, a good observer and surveyor ; and L 
TENANT HoppNER, son of the artist, an exce! 
draughtsman. One of the midshipmen, J. C. Rot 
voung man of the most active and willing disposi 
has subsequently been employed in every Arctic e 
dition, commanded the recent Antarctic voyage of t] 
years, and is now Captain Sir James Clarke Ross, i 
ried, and enjoying the fruit of his valuable and hi 
praiseworthy labors. His name will frequently occ 

Captain Sabine, of the Royal Artillenr, well kn 
for his scientific acquirements, and for the knowl< 
and use of mathematical and astronomical instrum< 
being desirous of the opportunity of putting his skill 
practical experience, was requested to join the exj 
tion as a volunteer, and, like the rest, had but too n 
cause to be disappointed and aggrieved. An accom 
his subsequent and valuable labors, however, will h 
after find a place in the present narrative. 

It would have been more agreeable, in the outse 
the present volume, to have passed over this first 
age of discovery in the Arctic regions, than to be ob] 
to notice it under a feeling of disappointment, whicl: 
perusal of it so unavoidably and so provokingly crea 
but as it constitutes the first link in the chain of 
interesting publications in question, it could not ' 



Digitized 



by Google 






I3L.-1*-- IP- 



OS*-* . r 



r „— • • 

U>^ »- Ik. a. 



Digitized by ^ 



30 ARCTIC VOYAGES. 

seas of Qreeulaud TV'as an office somewhat new, I 
himself could uot have performed his functions in n 
more appropriate. It tfid uot belong eveu to Nash 
to combine m his own person, like Jack, tlie disconl 
ifications of seaman, interpreter, draughtsman, and i: 
ceremonies to a boll, with tliose of an active fishei 
and a hunter of white bears." — P. 55-6. 

This intelligent and amiable Esquimaux, Ja 
oheous (or Sackhouse), alfords a strong exar 
what H Httle kindness and attention will effect on 
beings, even in the lowest scale of existence, 
hibtory of this young man there will be occasion t 
hereafter. 

On the fitting out of the present expedition, * 
Basil Hall, finding that Saccheous had a wish to 
made his desire known at the Admiralty, and 
accordingly appointed interpreter, in which caps 
proved exceedingly useful in the very limited o 
nity that occurred of holding any communicati< 
his native countrymen. Among the mirthful gr< 
fore mentioned, floss tells us : 

** A daughter of the Danish resident, about eightec 
of age, ana by far the best looking of the group, was 
ject of JacVs particular attentions; which being obse 
one of our officers, he gave him a lady^s shawl, oma 
with spangles, as an offering for her acceptance. He ] 
ed it in a most respectful and not imgraceful mannei 
damsel, who bashfiUly took a pewter ring from hei 
and presented it to him in return ; rewarding him, at tl 
time, with an eloquent smile, which could leave no ] 
doubt on our Esquimaux's mind that he had made an i 
sion on her heart." — P. 56. 

After some delay the wind changed, and the i 

fan to separate, leaving an opening along the coas 
ack, who had gone on shore with his countryme 
not returned. A boat was therefore sent to brin 
off ; but the poor fellow was found in one of thi 
with his collar-bone broken, having, under the id 
expressed- by himself, of ^^ plenty powder ^ plenty 
overloaded his gun, and the violence of the recc 
caused the accident 

In proceeding northemly, the expedition came u] 
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where the ships were at anchor, and Saccheous was dii- 
patched with a white flag and some presents to hold a 
parley with them, they l^ing placed at one side of a ca- 
nal or chasm in the ice, and he on the other side. After 
loud shouts, words, and gestures, Saccheous soon per- 
ceived that their language was the same as his, but of a 
different (halect, an^ hdding up his presents, he called 
out, ** Come on ;" but the reply was, ** No, no ; go 
away.*' And one of them, approaching the edge of the 
canal, repeated, ^* Go away ; I can kill you,*' holding up 
a knife. Saccheous threw over an English knife, say- 
ing, ** Take that.** This they picked up, shouted, and 
pSlcd their noses. Saccheous, in return, called oat 
Heieh-yaw ! pulUng his nose with the same gesture. 

This pulling of noses, which is represented to be their 
mode of a friendly salutation, is a trite matter of litde 
moment, and would not be mentioned here but for the 
singular circumstance, which has been tokl by several of 
the officers, and in print, that they never saw nor heard 
of it tiU it was mentioned by Conmiander Ross, for the 
first time, at Shetland, on their return home. It is scarce- 
ly possible that such a fodish ceremony, if frequently 
and solemnly repeated, could have escaped the notice 
of all the officers except that of the conmiander; yet 
there must be something in it, for Back, in his Arctic 
jouraey, mentions rubbing of noses as an Esquimaux 
salutation. 

The following is somewhat curious, considering the 
number and frequency of whalers visiting this part of 
the coast, where no doubt much intercourse must have 
taken place between them and the innocent natives: 
Ross says they soon became m(Nre familiar, and, point- 
ing to the ships, eageriy asked, ^* What great creatures 
these were ? Do mey come ftom the sun or the moon ? 
do they give us light by night or by day ?** repeating the 
question, " What were they ?** to which Saccheous re- 
plied, ** They were houses made of wood.** They re- 
sponded ** No : they are alive ; we have seen them move 
their wings.** More enlightened than these Arctic High- 
landers (for so Ross calls them) did the messengers of 
Montezuma, on the arrival of the ships of Gortez, in like 
manner eagerly inquire. 
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: Rmil ^^ ^htt tlw 9B0W OB db» &» ofdie difib pre- 
sraftni a£ a^yaar e boeh Donvl md iitf ere«tiiig, being 
apparrsAiT fsasaed or ocnnmpd br MOEir substance which 
gare it a ^f^ ct9b««b eolar. TIib sdow,** he adds, 
** wtt< pesetnff (d er^na ^Sonni to tbe rock, in many places 
to a 4<f<fa of fm or tirelre fe«^ hr tbe cokfii^ matter.** 
Mr. Ftsber ««y<s ** It » wu t thj cHTreflnari, that diis col- 
ovin^ matter, be it what it mar, does not peoetiate more 
than an inch or two beneath the siur&ce ot the snow.*' 

Manj coaiemuds. of coarse, were afloat concern- 
ing the caose of so onusadl an appearance ; but Ross 
aars, ^ it was at ooce determined it coold not be the 
dmig of birds ;** rather a hasty condnsion. for Mr. Brande 
tiie cfaeimst, to whom it was first safaaiitted on the re- 
turn of the expeditioo^ for the purpose of being analyzedf 
baring detected uric acid, proooanced it at once to be 
the excrement of birds. It was the general opinion of 
the ofllcers. who examined it with the microscope, that 
it must be vegetable : and in this opinion Dr. Wdhston 
concmTed, after a minate examination both by tbe mi- 
croscope and chemical tests — yet A« even had ms donbts. 
Mr. Brown, the celebrated botanist, conjectured it might 
be derired from some of the algx, conferva, w tremeDas 
( Tremella cruenta) ; die more probable, as the roots of 
the moss (a species of PUytricum), common on these 
cliffs, are deep scarlet — deep, indeed, must they be to 
sanction die ontrageonsly exaggerated print of these crim- 
son cliffs, as colored in the volume. There b nothing 
new, however, in the discovery of red snow. Pliny ana 
other writers of his time mention it ; Saussore found it 
in various parts of the Alps ; Martin found it in Spitz- 
bergen, and no doubt it is to be met witli in most alpine 
regions. 

A little fartiier on, the ships were visited by three 
other Esquimaux, from whom information was received 
that the iron part of their knives was found on a mount- 
ain in great masses, and that it was a part of the mount- 
ain ; that in other places it was found in solid pieces on 
the surface, and that they cut it off with hard stone. 
Ross, however, could not succeed in obtaining any of 
the masses; but a small piece, being examined in Eng- 
land, was found to contmn the usual proportion of nickel 
met with in meteoric stones. 
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inlets or smaller sounds within it, and is a fit place for 
the killing of whales." 

Two hours after passing Wolstenholme, they came 
opposite Whale Sound, and passed it at a greater dis- 
tance than the former ; but they could not approach it 
in a direct line on account of the ice. The same even- 
ing it is stated that, near Carey's Islands, " the sea was 
clearer of floes and loose ice than we had ever seen it." 
They had advanced about midnight of the 19th to the 
northern comer of Baffin's Bay, where Sir Thomas 
Smith's Sound opens out, and which Ross says ** was 
distinctly seen," and he named the two capes forming 
its entrance after the two ships, Isabella and Alexander. 
** I considered," says Ross, " the bottom of this sound to 
be about eighteen leagues distant, but its enti^ance was 
completely blocked up by ice." He foi^ets that, by his 
own showing, he was never nearer than sixty English 
miles from the entrance of it. An able and honest tes- 
timony on this point is contained in a small tract pub- 
lished by Mr. Fisher, the assistant surgeon of the Alex- 
ander, an intelligent and active officer, who says that, 
being much interested in ascertaining whether Green- 
land and the west land joined, he kept the deck all day ; 
andjiiough the weather was remarkably clear and fine 
till midnight, he could not see any such junction. ** It 
is probable,*' he adds, ** that the chasm or open space to 
the northward, where not any land could be traced hy 
me, might be that which Baffin calls Sir Thomas Smith's 
Sound, and which he describes as the deepest and lar- 
gest sound in all this bay ; and it is not likely," says Fish- 
er, " that we should have seen the bottom of it at such 
a distance, as we estimate that we are twenty leagues 
from the northern exti*eme of the west land visible." 

As this sound is stated by Baffin to be the largest of 
aH the sounds he discovered, and considering its position 
and its magnitude, it appears by no means improbable 
that it is a wide strait dividing Greenland from America, 
or the west land as Mr. Fisher caUs it, thus verifying 
the dictum given by Burleigh more than two centuries 
ago. Among the papers of this extraordinary man in 
the British Museum is one on the subject of a north- 
west passage to Catfaaia, in his lordship's own hand- 
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wricinic, wfairfa b^fpn* tfam: ^(\M]«k)rnn( ()niyiM»lMid« 
is wvO known to b<» an tHkmle, tuui that it u iM»t nm- 
jorncd to Amerirm in any part, and that thoi^ t« uo 
caaw of doubcct bat that upon the north ul' llacH^aktia 
tiw* sc«ii are open,"* Acr. 

Bat Baffio's account of Sir Thonwa Smith's SnuiMt, 
brief as it is, ought to have inducfHi Ko«« to ImtW iiilo tt i 
more especially as he Tuhiutanly announri^s the ri|m* 
ditioo to be •* fw the purpose «»t' exjikinnK Hafliii'ii Hn> .'* 
Baffin only says, ** It runneth to the north of 7^ , nihI 
ia admirmble in one resfiert, beramte in it m the gienle«i 
Tariation in the ccHnpasfie of any part nf the km»Hii 
world ; for by divera good obsorvatjona 1 I'ound it to \m 
above five pomts, or fifty *tix dei^rre^, vnri(M| to the wrM* 
ward.** But the stronf(e«it rea<Min that iihould ha%e op- 
enited on Roam's mind wan the fMHi^ibilii y uf this miuiwI 
being a wide strait, opening directly mt4) tlie i'(»l«r Mm, 
and a/fordingthe shortest pajtHsge through it to liohniiK's 
Strait— « discovery that would ha%e imnKirtaiiKfHl Iiiim. 
He was at full Uberty to use his ih^cretion. H|M*aking 
of Dsris*s Strait, his instructions say : 

" In the prenent stale of nrnvriainty with rvfffinl l#» thn 
morements of the icf, and wilii tlir vfry ini|M*rfiMt kmrnt- 
edge we have of thi« strait, and Htil) ii¥>fi* wi oi thr mm Im- 
jrond it, no specific iustnirtioiu can Iw* it'tst^t for >fMir |/iim1- 
ance: the time and manner ttf ^iriH-d'vdmn lo (ullill Un* uJu-ri- 
or object of your destinatiim^ in plat*** yahrt*" im|Mvlini<<iit« 
may occur, most be left eutirt^ly Ut )our diM n-tmu, m iU*' ra- 
ercise of which we rvW oii your ztn\ arul Hkitl in jmir prin 
ieainon for the acQ>niplij»hni(Mit, as tnr a« it tnu Ix* SKoifi' 
plisbed, of the service on whirh you an* i*m jiloywl/'t 

On rounding the northern ajid turning down the wf*iit- 
em coast, after passing the entramre of Sir Tlioffias 
Smith's Sound, Mr. Fisher asserts, mtd ap|>efUs u» th«t 
log of the Alexander to prove it, that '' mi land was mtu 
to the northward in that directum/* One of I lie officj'rs 
declares that he saw the sun at midniglit through the 
opening of the sound in que^ti^in, just skimming slMrve 
the horizon. These are powerful grour«ds (trr Ix'fii'Ving 
that Burleigh did not make the BMitf.rtUm st rttrfloHif 
*^ that Greenland was well known to l>e an island.** 

* L^iJuwiiii CoDeetksL f Adninitf bmnetiem. 

1) 
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Of the remainiiig sound of Baffin, which he names 
Alderman Joneses Somid, all we learn &om Ross is, 
that ^* it answered to the description of Alderman Jones's 
Sound given by Baffin, who discovered it." »* We were 
near the entrance of Jones's Sound," says Captain Sa- 
bine, ** but not so near as Baffin, who sent his boat on 
shore." So might Conunander Ross have done, who 
remained there from the 2l8t to the 23d, when, ** to- 
ward evening," he says, " we successively made out the 
north and south points of the land across the bottom of 
this bay or inlet; at midnight a ridge of very high 
mountains was seen to extend nearly across the bottom 
of it, and joining another from the south ; on the 24th 
we had a still better view of the land about Jones's 
Sound :" but still no boat was sent on shore on any of 
these four days. 

It has been thought right to notice the total want of 
any information, in addition to that obtained by Baffin, 
respecting his discovery of these several sounds, as he has 
called them ;* and tiie more so, after i*eading the follow- 
ing extraordinary paragraph in Commander Ross's Intro- 
duction, which can only have been penned from want of 
knowledge of the subject : " In rediscovering Baffin's 
Bay, I have derived great additional pleasure from the 
reflection that I have placed in a fair light before the 
public the merits of a worthy and able navigator, whose 
fate, like that of many others, it has not only been to 
have lost, by a combination of untoward circumstances, 
the opportunity of acquiring during his lifetime the fame 
he deserved, but, could he have hved to this period, to 
have seen his discoveries expunged from the records of 
eeogi'aphy, and the bay with which his name is so 
fairly associated treated as a phantom of the imagina- 
tion." 

Every person at all acquainted with voyages of dis- 
covery knows that Baffin was not only a skilfull naviga- 
tor, but so well versed in nautical astronomy as to be 
able to deduce the longitude from lunar observations. 
Whether, as pilot only to Robert Bylot, this last voyage 
was not exactly to his mind, and was therefore more 
vaguely and unsatisfactorily recorded than any of his 

* Probably from tfaeir affording soundings for ships to anchor in. 
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othw, hii • cco oat of it » undoobtadiy t 
cading Buratnre* of h« voyaf««. B«An m to nrorfa 
Bwmra of Um, tint, in his k»ft<T to Mr. John Wolitca* 
hobne, he ob»<*iTes, ** Soiim* may obffHt And askr wbjr 
we aongfat that coast no b<*tter f** to which be aBe|[e« in 
answer, the badneas of the weather, the loaa of aochors, 
the weakneas of the crew, and the adraoc«*d aeaaoa of 
the year. But aa to the expun|pog hia diacovertpa (rom 
the racorda of geogimphy, the gronndtoaa aaaertMW la 
itaelf no more than ^a phanrnm of the imapnatjoa.^ 
Ptunchaa escoaea himaelf for not pwbhahmK hia chart 
and tablea on account of the expeoae ; but rxvumgin/f 
hia diacovehea ia a discovery of Commander Koaa, and 
there let it remain.* 

Hitherto Roaa had carefuly aroided approachinf any 
of theae aoonda within fortr, iAy, or auLty mdea, and 
cooaeqaeotiy conU not, or did not, aend a boat to kwk 
into any of them, and yet he boaala of exploring and 
having rediacovered Baffin*a Bay. However, in pro- 
ceeding down the weatem coast, and the weather being 
foggy,lie found himaelf unawarea nearer to the shorn 
than waa anppoaed, and perhaps wiahed ; in fact, ha 
was joat at the mouth of the ooly remaining, and by 
far the largest and moat remarkable, as wel as, from its 
positioa, the most important aound or opening of any 
that had been aeen oo either coast: this was what 
Baffin has called Sir James L a n ca ster's Sound. Thera 
waa here, at least, no ice to choke it up ; none in the 
vicinity of it ; the soundings without k are marked 1000 
fathoms ; within it, 660 to 674 fathoma : do appearance 
of any bottom was here pretended to have been seen, 
and ateogether it was utterly impossible, on any pretence« 
to avoid entering it ; and the ahins therefore stood in. 

As this sound or bay has afforoed the meana of pretty 
wen setthog Commander Roasts reputation as a discov- 
erer or exjSorer, it is fair to give him the full benefit of 
his own account of it : 

^* Daring diis day (30th of August^ much interest was ex- 
cited on board bj the l^>pearance at this strait ; the general 

* PtDdnstonhad the impertiiu*nr« to c«Il BaflSn m impontor, but all tint 
WM ererkBown and pablithed of Baffin's d iaco vgriea hsve been pie- 
•erred. 
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opinion, however, was that it was only an inlet CaptsiD 
Sabine, who produced Baffin's account, was of opinion that 
we were off Lancaster Sound, and that there were no hopes 
of a passage until we should arrive at Cumberland Strait ; to 
use his own words, there was ' no indication of a oassage,' ' no 
appearance of a current,' * no drift-wood,' and * no swell 
from the northwest.' "—P. 171. 

In the iirst place, it may be observed, that Baffin never 
entered Lancaster Sound, and, it may therefore be pre- 
sumed, never gave any account of it. The rest must be 
altogether, and can not be otherwise than a misstate- 
ment. Captain Sabine might observe, merely as a fact, 
that no current or drift-wood appeared, which Ross, by 
a strange mistake, fancied he was ordered to search 
for, and constantly kept talking about ; but those who 
know Captain Sabine, and are acquainted with his great 
talents, his love for science, and his zeal in pursuit of it, 
will be slow to beheve any thing of the kind to have 
proceeded from him. But even were it possible he 
should have given utterance to an opinion for* which he 
had no grounds, as no human being of any country, 
ancient or modem, isr known ever to have entered this 
sound, is it not surprising that an officer of the navy, 
intrusted with the command of an expedition of discov- 
ery, should quote, as it were, in his own justification, 
and be guided by th6 opinion of an artillery officer, who 
perhaps was at sea for the first tune ? What, in fact, 
could Captain Sabine then know of either Lancaster 
Sound or Cumberland Strait, except, as to the latter, 
that it was well known to lead only to a parcel of islands, 
and that Fox's Channel, Southampton Island, the Wel- 
come, all must be passed before ^e coast of America 
could be approached by that route ? A brief account 
of the expedition, by an officer engaged in it, was pub- 
hshed in a monthly journal, and is pronounced by Cap- 
tain Sabine to be ** a well-written and, which is more 
important, a faithful account of the proceedings of the 
expedition." In this account, so praised, it is stated, 
among other matters relating to Ijancaster Sound, that 
** every officer and man, on the instant, as it were, made 
up his mind that this must be the northwest passage.*^ 
AJid it is added, *' I firmly beheve that every creature 
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on bond aalicipated the pteunrp of wntmf «i iimj—l 
difpctcb to hU fririxlA, rithrr £rotD the «i««|4tii or WMt* 
era ahorM of the Partfic" 

Bat to return to CoDUDaiider Rom*s oarrvtiTe : 

*' Soon dWr midnifiit the wiad h^rmn to ■hift ; I tht i f lu ia 
made all laiU and Irft th« Alexandrr ctmmdrrMy aa Hr m. 
At a Httle beforr fear oVlock A.M. tbr Uad wa« «rrtt at th« 
hcOom of the inlet by the cifficrri of the wvtrb ; bat bHrwr I 
got apoo deck, a nare of abuat •rrm drirTr<>« of ibe ai«o> 
paaa waa obicared by the iig. Thr Und wbirh I ihm law 
was a high nd|^e of moimtaiiu, extrmlinx dirr« Uy ftrrtMi the 
bu t lu m of the mlet. Althoojch a fmmmier in tin* dirr<bna 
appeared hopeleat. I was drlrnninrd nnnpttHrW m rsf4tw* 
h, ac the wmd wmt frrorable, and thrrrlrirv* cuatinoed all 
mSL I aonnded, and feund aU bandmd and •e^entr-feor 
frtboma. There wa«, howerer, no mrrrot. Althmurb all 
hopes were giren ap, even by the mcMt Mnjminr, that a pai^ 
age existed, and the we«ther continued thick, I det^iminrd 
to ilaod higher ap, and put into any barbor I micbt dwnuv- 
er, far the purpose of making ma^oietic-al utwr* aliooa. . . . 
Aboat ooe, the Alexandir beinx m-arly out of sisbt lu the 
eastward, we bore to far balf an boor to let ber oume op a 
httle; and at half past one, she being witbin six or sp^en 
miles of ns, we again made «il. I intended to ha%e smind* 
ed daring this interval, but I found the suutheast swell had 
so much increased, and the driA was so great, that it was 
unpracticable."— P. 172-174. 

In Lietitenant Parry** prirate jooroal it i« said, ** The 
sweD cornea from the north west, compaaa (that ia, aouth- 
ioathweat true), and oootiouea joat aa it does in the ocean. 
It ia impoasible to remarfc this ctrcumstance without 
feefing a hope that it may be caused by thia inlet being 
a paasage into a sea to the westward of it.'* A baupy 
and rational hope that, within twelve month*. Parry niad 
the good fortune to realize. But to continue farther 
extracts from Rosa on this part of the voyage : 

" At balf past two (Slst AujrustJ, when I went off deck lo 
dinner, there were some hope* of its clparing, and I U-ft or- 
ders to be called on the appearance of land or ice ahead. 
At three the oflieer of the watch, who was relieved u> hts 
dhmer by Mr. Lewis, reported, on his coming into the cabin, 
that there was some appearance of its clearing at the bottom 
of the bay ; I immediately, therefore, went on deck, and sooo 
D2 
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ftftenit completely cleared for about ten mmnteg, and I di»- 
tinctly saw the land, round the bottom of the bay, f(»imn^ a 
connected chain of mountains with those which extended 
along the north and south sides. ..... At this moment I also 

saw a continuity of ice, at the distance of seven miles, ex- 
tending from one side of the bay to the other, between the 
nearest cape to the north, which I named after Sir Greorge 
Warrender, and that to the south, which was named after 
Viscount Casdereagh. The mountains which occupied ^e 
center, in a north and south direction, were named Croker's 
Mountaiiis, after the Secretary to the Admiralty. The south- 
west comer, wliich formed a spacious bay, completely occu- 
pied by ice, was named Barrow's Bay, and is bounded on 
the south by Cape Castlereagh, and on the north by Cape 
Bosamoud, which is a headland that projects eastward from 
the high land in the center. The north corner, which was 
the last I had made out, was a deep inlet ; and as it answered 
exacdy to the latitude given by Baffin of Lancaster Sound, 
I have no doubt that it was the same, and consider it a most 
remarkable instance of the accuracy of that able navigator." 
—P. 174, 175. 

It was, indeed, a most remarkable instance of accu- 
racy in Baffin, which can be explained only by supposing 
him to have been gifted by Arctic vision of one hundred 
and fifty miles, without which he never could have got 
sight of Ross's North Comer from the sea, for he never 
came near even the entrance of Lancaster Sound, ** there 
being,'' says this old and able navigator, ** a ledge of ice 
between the shore and us.*' All this is deplorable 
enough, and it may be considered as not worth the 
while to dwell longer on this part of the narrative, or to 
notice ** the accurate view of Baffin's Bay," and ** the 
special chart of the land" — ^the putting about the ship, 
assisted by a whale-fisher, the only officer on deck — 
the sole spectators of Croker's Mountauis and the vast 
barrier of ice, seen only by Mr. Lewis and James Haig, 
the leading man, while all the other officers were en- 
joying their dinner, and ignorant of what was going on, 
which is not the usual custom in a man-of-war when 
the ship is going about. 

Too glad to get out of Lancaster Sound, ** It became 
advisable," says Ross, ** to stand out of this dangerous 
inlet, in which we were embayed, being within it abov« 
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44 ARCTIC VOYAGES. 

expect it would be found farther south. My orders, ' to stand 
well to the north/ had already been fuUy obeyed, and no 
current had been found ; and if ' a current of some force' did 
exist, as from the * best authorities' we had reason to believe 
was the fact, it could be nowhere but to the southward of 
this latitude. As, in my instructions, I am also directed * to 
leave the ice about the 15th or 20th of September, or, at lat- 
est, the Ist of October,' I had only one month left for my op- 
erations, in which month the nights are long, and, according 
to a fair calculation, not more than two days' clear weather 
out of seven could be expected. It may, therefore, with pro- 
priety be stated that I had only eight days remaining to ex- 
plore the remainder of Baffin's Bay, a distance of above four 
nundred miles. Of this space nearly two himdred miles had 
never been examined ; a range including the supposed place 
of the discontinuity of the continent, and that to which my 
attention had been particularly called, and where the imagi- 
nary current, which was to be my guide, was to be expect- 
ed. It is, perhaps, unnecessary to add that, under these cir- 
cumstances, I was amdous to proceed to the spot where it 
must be evident I had the best chance of success. Yet my 
anxiety, on the other hand, to leave no part of the coast un- 
explored, even after all hopes of a passage were ^ven up, 
determined me to persevere as I did, notwithstandmg there 
was no current, a material decrease in the temjperature of 
the sea, and no drift-wood, or other indication of a passage, 
tmtil I actually saw the barrier of high moimtains, and me 
continuity of ice, which put the question at rest. That I did 
so persevere became afterward a source of great satisfaction, 
as I was fortunate enough to succeed also in exploring every 
part of the coast to the southward to which my attention was 
to be directed, and where I was led to expect that the cur- 
rent was to be found. This was a much more essential part 
of my duty than the making of magnetical observations, 
whicn was the only inducement still remaining to linger in 
that dangerous bay, where much time might have been wast- 
ed in attempting to land, perhaps without success, or, at any 
rate, without attaining any adequate results. My opinions 
were mentioned to several of the officers after I had deter- 
mined to proceed to the southward, and also to Captain Sa- 
bine, fvho repeated on every occasion that there was no t»- 
dication of a passage." — P. 182-184. 

This can only be looked upon as a pitaable excuse for 
running away home, and is a most clumsy perver- 
sion of his instructions, the obvious meaning of which 
he has not only misconceived, but misquoted. A spe- 
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from Scodand ; and, among the rest, the territory is ^- 
yided into a couple of Scotch counties. That be did 
not obtain ** a perfect geogrq>hical survey of tlus coast 
was" (as he says) ** of the less importance, from its no 
being the main object of the expecUtion." A boat, bow 
ever, was once more sent to take possession of a sma 
island, which was named Agnes's Monument; and 
large iceberg being seen about the distance of seve 
leagues from the said island, Jjieutenant Parry, M 
Koss, and Mr. Bushnan, with a party, were dispatche 
to make observations of it and upon it. Having land< 
(if it may be so called) with some difficulty, they ascen 
ed this iceberg, found the top flat, and a large wlu 
bear in quiet pK)ssession, who, not desirous to enga 
the invaders, quietly walked off to the opposite si( 
and gave a plunge into the sea over a precipice fifty f^ 
high. Parry reported that he found this iceberg to 
four thousand one hundred and sixty-nine yards lo 
three thousand eight hundred and sixty-nine ya 
broad, and fifty-one feet high, aground in sixty- 
fathoms, and that it had nine unequal sides. 

On the 1st of October, when in latitude 62° 51' 
land to the westward being in sight, Commander } 
had no doubt that the opening was Cumberland Strt 
that strait which alone, of all others on this coast, afi 
ed hopes of a passage. " However," the comma 
says, " we crossed the entrance of Cumberland Si 
and steered south-southeast ;" that is, we turned 
backs upon it, left it immolested, and steered dire< 
£ngland ; and Captain Sabine gave no sign, no in 
tion about currents and drift-wood, and swell fron 
northward ;* but Ross does give a reason, and a 
cient one, had he not spoiled it by a total miscons 
tion, as usual, of his instructions. He says, '•*' As X\ 
of October was the latest period which, by my in 
tions, I was allowed to continue on this service, 
not authorized to proceed up this strait to exploi 
The real drift, intention, and meaning of the ir 

.* Without giving a direct coxitradiction to Commander Rosi 
ment regarding Captain Sabine's opinion of Lancaster Sounc 
thought better to leave that to Captam Sabine himaelf, to deal w 
mig^t think proper. 
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tboi Br«, that, uSUr gmnn; op al fivtfaer Matrb lor a 
pMMge, m he had now dona, be was not to remua in 
Davids Strmt ao kng at to be caii|^t in the k^, and 
obliged to winter on aoj part of the eastern const of 
America or the western coast of OU Greenland, bat to 
leave the ice on the 20th of September or the 1st of 
October.* 

Withoot entering into any detail of scientiic obserm- 
tkms made on this vojrage, and coBect i ona for adding to 
the muoral historjr of the Arctic regions, the several 
appendices, smonnting to apwsrd of one hnndred and 
fortj pages, wiB aflM aU the infonnstaoo gmined, and 
which, though meager eooogfa, coosideriDg the very 
limited and restricted means a/lbrded by boata for the 
attainment of it, displays a considerable share of talent, 
attention, and indnstry by the several re s pect i ve offieera 
of both ships, who have given full proof how nrach more 
would have been accomplished had more frequent op- 
portomtiea been afforded to them. The ntumt* of indi- 
vidnal observers and coUectora are shrays given by the 
commanding officer of expeditions of thos nature ; that 
of Roas forms an exception. 

Conunander John Ross was promoted to the rank of 
captain in December, 1818, on paying off the ships ; and, 
stngnlar enoogfa, no other officer sppean to have been 
promoted, not even Parry, who coonnanded the second 
ship, and who was not only suflered to remain a ben- 
tenant, but was sent out the ibilowing year, with two 
shqM under his command, en a similar expedition, stiH 
as lieutenant, with instructions addressed to *^ Lieuten- 
ant WiQiam Edward Parry, commanding." 

Among the little irregularities of Commander Ross, 
it can not escape notice that he addresses all his letters 
and orders issued during the voyage, and unnecessarily 
printed in his book, as from John Ross, captain of the 
Isabella. His promotion to that rank on his return was 
easily acquired, being obtained by a few months* voy- 
age of pleasure round the shores of Davis's Strait and 
Baffin's Bay, which had been performed centuries ago, 
and somewhat better, in little ships of thirty to fifty 
tons. It is a voyage which any two of the Yacht Club 
* Adndnlty IniCnietiaoi. 
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would easily accomplish in five monthsr and during that 
time might run far enough up Sir Thomas Smith's 
Sound to ascertain the insularity, or otherwise, of Old 
Greenland. There are, among the members of that 
club, gentlemen sufficiently high-spirited to undertake 
to solve that national question, and prove the accuracy 
of old Burleigh, and thus remove a blot from the geogra- 
phy of Northern Europe, for a part of that division of 
the globe Greenland is now ascertained to be. There 
is nothing to be apprehended from the severity of th( 
temperature. During the three or four months tha 
the ships of the present voyage were in the Arctic seas 
the thermometer never fell below 26^°; the genen 
average was between 36° and 37° : no deaths took place 
and scarcely a day's illness. Pany, by anticipatioi 
doubts not that a ship, provided with sufiicient foo4 
warm clothing, and fuel, " might winter in the lughe 
latitudes we have been in without suffering material 
either from cold or disease." He very 9oon proved 
to be so. 

In taking leave of Ross, it may be stated that the c 
servations made on his strange conduct have relati 
only to his unfitness for conducting the voyage of d 
covery, where science and accuracy were indispensab 
In practical seamanship it is understood and admiti 
that he is sufficiently well skilled, as may be inferi 
from Sir George Hope's reconuuendation, as well 
from the nature of his early and various services 
ships of war in the Baltic, in merchant ships, and 
ships trading to the East Indies. 
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from India he was lost in the Upton Castle, a ship that 
was never heard of after the 8th of December, 1838. 

Lieutenant Franklin entered the navy in earlj 
life as midshipman of the Porpoise, one of the ships em 
ployed by Captain Flinders on the snrvey of the coast 
of Australia, and was wrecked in her. Next m the Pol 
yphemus as midshipman and master's mate, from 180 
to 1808, and was in the fleet with Nelson at the batti 
of Copenhagen. He was next appointed acting-Ueutei 
ant in the Bedford; and was lieutenant of the Beller 
phon in the battle of Trafalgar in 1805, and also in tl 
bedfor<jl in the attack on New Orleans in 1815, whe 
he commanded in the boats, was wounded, gazetted, a 
highly spoken of. He was promoted to the rank of cs 
tain in 1822, on retuming-from his first land Arctic exj 
dition. He was considered a good nautical survey 
well versed in the use of instruments, and a thoroi 
seaman. In 1821 he was made commander. 

Lieutenant Morell was promoted to the rank 
commander in 1828, and appointed commander of 
Tortoise store-ship at Ascension in 1844, where 
now is. 

Lieutenant Frederic Beechet, the son of 
eminent artist, went through his probation in the n 
service with great credit. In 1806, at ten years of 
he entered Lord St. Vincent's flag-ship, and serve 
various ships ; was engaged as mate in several act! 
and was in the Vengeur, and employed in the boa 
the attack of New Orleans in 1815, and made haute 
in that year. As might be expected, he was skilll 
a draughtsman, which he practiced on the present 
age with great success, as the prints in his book te 
We next find him as lieutenant of the Hecla, m Pa 
first voyage, in which he was fully employed as draii 
man and surveyor ; also in assisting in all the req 
observations. Being of an active and enterprising ; 
he was next employed, in the years 1821 and 181 
survey and examine, in company with his brotlie 
north coast of Africa, from Tripoli eastward, coi 
bending the Greater Syrtis and Cyrenaica and tl 
cient cities composing the P entapolis. In J aiiuary , 
he was appointed commander of the Blossom, d< 
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The namitive oTtliis vo^kfse comes (br^ under p 
Kar arcomsttiices, and was not pofa&shed until the 
1843, twentT'five jears after it was performed con 
poraneooshr'witli that imder Commander Ross, who 
c«eded to the northwest, while the destination ol 
was to the nordieast. 

Its fMibfictttioo, as alrewhr stated, came ont midei 
fiprent cirromstances from that of Ross. Comms 
Buchan, from ill health it is said, dedined to brinj 
any account of the Toymge — radier from immediate 
active employment, it may be suspected ; but there 
another reason, as we learn fit>m Captain 6ee< 
"Captain Buchan abstained from publishing his 
journal, from a fre&ng that die matter it contained 
not of sufficient interest to engage the attention o 
general reader ;" and Beechey fardier says, »* I r 
also that my immediate commander, Sir John Frai 
has not had leisure to attend to the publication of a 
age in which he bore so conspicuous a part.*' He 
it may be suspected, declined fnxoL a feeling of deli 
so long as &e commander of the expedition was 1 
and might consider the time gone by after his d 
Lieutenant Beechey having preserved materials fc 
ranging into die shape of a journal at some future 
and having put them in order, submitted it to Cf 
Buchan, who returned it with this observaticm : 
*^ all the most prominent features of the expedition 
brought forward in perfect accordance with his vie 
and he adds, ** My only regret in not having publ 
the proceedings of our atteftipt to reach the role, 
privation of making the pubUc acquainted with m 
tire approbation of the conduct of the officers and 
men I had the honor to conmiand.*' 

What delayed the appearance of the narrative 
voyage made in 1818 to the year 1843, Captain Bee 
does not say ; it could not be diffidence of his tale 
writing, as he had long before published a voyage i 
Pacific and to Behring's Stnat, a well- written v( 
of 700 pages. It appears, indeed, that the puUic i 
not have had the present work at all but for the pe 
sion of a fnend, who casually saw and read the n 
script when taking a little trip in the vessel he 
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iWk be mcutiotitHi ? 

The ii»j»truriu>a* «lirr* •*■. • -aif •# * » . 
be»t of liieir way into u^- * v / - » 

lb4^ujd euiifa>tir Ut lM>m •. •• « « 

6l 'J." J f ■«•?*. *.'*J Vta* .•«* r ^ • 

tiy N jTi t ar : 9 t \ ^ fu , • ^ 
i>-^: n* ^ ••«-«• •» •■ • - . .. 

ft <r*^:.ar lu'iu — •*»*.. ,^ 



ttf iK tttu**. whnenwti -^h* ^tT> -wmfaiE^ i&i www wma 

<Ui»i.itir lU uijii^u^ nry^ amoic tbem h: i iii m i igk. co 
y*'vii)l' tv tikr ^;^ «*. wHiHtftd m titf mmgnnHmm, lad 1 

f W M<jtjb*>^k. ^'ftiu^fiu uiid cttvttfc. itflrr and liieBv ^jto< 

<i«rtt« M»u«J tv <>*vitfU> frtmi nautiRiil pfamnpniiigy, t 
id^ t^** « ^'Wr*^ iur « i-tfuruki. m tmipflr. or bciAgift, or sa 

K<y «^^t^ «• tb>«* ii4ih of' Mbt liif gywaiiwi 1 

K*^(^w IWiriH. bB l<^'ff*- cm or itmr mioch ilie v 
fitm*^ Wf «ri Durr^f^rf/a^i, tiial nai f^nrfir limi aiBe hi 
4tt^i iff « tf»/Mi««od U th<Hie }Mrgr aaamm^w^ere cuptai 
)« t^M* ^^ifftt njtm'fi of •*^<-o boyrK. bjr tbf crew of a i 
0f* f»^m»fl iH th« haUXB mod cbaracitin- of the wib 
I^M'i^U'Wiint H«#^>M9y Itiveft, after fre^fseat intercoi] 
wMh thitfft, ft vi^ uit«re«tiiif aeoonnt. Tbeiraffeci 
^^ iUt*tr ynntm^ and their anflmchmg courage m 
U*ntUu% i\imni aro remarkable ; nor more ao tbeir c 
pn^)$i^mi*i K4im\ueX toward a wounded companion, w1 
th^v wiM tmvt^Y leave ttU carried off to a place <^ safe 
AIM mrc^n the joang ones oo such occaaons will 1 
i^twv^^\y AKttifiiit the boats of the poraaers. Althc 
mm of theffe aniniab waa brought afire to Englani 
lOOHf IM we learn from Purchaa, yet it was but 
oth^r flay that the British Museum could boast eve 
A NtafTed specimen. Why should not the Zoolo 
Huciffty oAer a price for a living one to keep the \^ 
bear company ? They could easily get one. A si 
Inntance will suffice to show the care and afiectioE 
atowed on their young. 

" W0 wore greatly amoBed by the singalar and afiectii 
emulwit of a walrus toward its young. In the vast she 
Urn i\mX Hurrounded the ships there were occasionally i 
pooU { ttiul wlien the weather was clear and wrarm, an 
«f vttrioau kirwU would frequently rise and sport abo 
th»*»i, or <;mwl from thence upon the ice to bask in the wa 
of tli« Nun. A walrus rose in one of these pools close t 
nhip^anil, fiiidinp^ every thin^ quiet, dived down and brf 
Bp itii yimng, which it held by its breast hy pressing it 
its flipper, la this manner it moved about the pool, ko < 
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56 ARCTIC VOYAGES. 

seconds more an immense piece broke away, and fell hea^ 
long into the sea. The crew of the lanch, supposing then 
selves beyond the reach of its influence, quietly looked upo 
the scene, when presently a sea arose ana rolled toward tb 
shore with such rapidity, that the crew had not time to tak 
any precautions, and the boat was in consequence wasbe 
upon the beach, and completely filled by ue succeedic 
wave. As soon as their astonishment had subsided, they e: 
amined the boat, and found her so badly stove that it becan 
necessary to repair her in order to return to the ship. The 
had also the curiosity to measure the distance the boat be 
been carried by the wave, and found it to be ninely-dx feet 
—P. 155, 156. 

In viewing the same glacier from a boat at a distanc 
a second avdanche took place, which afforded them tl 
gratification of witnessing the creation, as it were, of 
sea iceberg, an opportmiity which has occurred to fe^ 
though it is generally understood that such monsters c 
only be generated on shore. 

" This occurred on a remarkably fine day, when the qui 
ness of the bay was first interrupted by the noise of the ft 
ing body. Lieutenant Franklin and myself had am>roacli 
one of mese stupendous walls of ice, and were enaeavor 
to search into the innermost recess of a deep cavern that a 
near the foot of the glacier, when we heard a report as 
of a cannon, and, tummg to the quarter whence it proceed 
we perceived an immense piece of the fi:t)nt of the berg s 
ing down firom the height of two hundred feet at least i 
the sea, and dispersing the WBter in every direction, ace 
panied by a loud, grinding noise, and followed by a qoan 
of water, which, being previously lodged in the fissures, i 
made its escape in numberless small cataracts over the f 
of the glacier."— P. 156, 157. 

After describing the disturbance occasioned by 
plunge of this enormous fragment, and the rollers wl 
swept over the surface of the bay, and obliged the I 
othea, then careening at the distance of four milei 
aright, by releasing the tackles, he thus proceeds : 

" The piece that had been disengaged at first wholly 
appeared under vmter, and nothing was seen but a vi< 
boiling of the sea, and a shooting up of clouds of spray, 
th&t which occurs at the foot of a great cataract. Af 
short time it reappeared, raising its head full a hundred 
above the sitf&ce, with water pouring down from all pai 
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i 

(the Alca aUe) are stated to be so numerous, that " i 
have frequently seen an uninterrupted line of tfaem c 
tending full half way over the bay, or to a distance 
more than three miles, and so close together that thi 
have fellen at one shot. This living column might 
about six yards broad and as many deep ; so that, alio 
ing sixteen birds to a cubic yard, there would be f( 
millions of these creatures on the wing at one time.* 
P. 46. 

This number, he adds, appears veiy large ; yet, wl 
it is told that the little rotges rise in such multitudes 
to darken the air, and that their chorus is distinctly 
dible at a distance of four miles, ihe estimate will not 
pear to be exaggerated. In fact, their numbers dwii 
into a small figure when compared with Audubon^s pi 
enger-pigeon, on the banks of the Ohio, which, estii 
ted on the wing at one time, he makes 1,115,000, 
and upward. Too much confidence ought not to 
placed on calculations such as these. 

At Vogel Sang and Cloven Chflf, between whic 
Fair Haven, wherein the ships anchored, the surroi 
ing islands are described as clothed with lichens and 
er rich pasturage for reindeer, which creatures are 1 
so abundant (upon Vogel Sang in particular), that 
island alone supplied the expe£tion with forty cfiu*c8 
in high condition, the fat on the loins being from foi 
six inches thick, and a carcass prepared for dres 
weighing two hundred and eighty-five pK>unds. T 
fine creatures showed evident marks of affection for 
other. ** They were at this time in pairs, and \ 
one was shot the other would hang over it, and < 
sionally lick it, apparently bemoaning its fate ; and, i 
immediately killed, would stand three or four shota 
er than desert its fallen companion.'* ** This con 
sionate conduct,'' continues Beechey, ** it is needle 
say, doubled our chance of success, though I must 
fess it was obtained in violation of our better feeli 
These animals are said to take to the water freely) 
swim from one island to another. The boats o 
Trent took four, which they wished to retain alive 
they were so wild that they broke their slender 1 
and inflicted other serious wpunds, so that it becam 
cessary to put an end to their sufferings by killing 1 
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60 AECTIC VOYAGES. 

the same impenetrable barrier obstructed their fart}i( 
progress. On the following day, however, so rapid hs 
been the motion of the ice during the night, that chaj 
nels of water were observed in every quarter, and tJ 
wind was favorable for proceeding along one of tl 
open channels. Captain Buchan lo«t not a moment 
pushing his ship into one of these openhigs, spreadi 
every sail his masts would bear, and was cheerfuDy f 
lowed by his enteiprising consort, to the great joy of 
on board. In the evening, however, the channels beg 
to close again, and the vessels were soon beset and pre 
ed close by the packed ice. This was the end of th 
voyage northward, and the latitude gained was 80° 
N. In vain they labored two day^ in di-agging the v 
sels with ropes and ice-anchors ; for, though they had 
the ice behind them, the current had carried them b 
to the southward three miles, and it was clear that 
attempts to get one mile farther to the northward wc 
be vain. 

Captain Buchan being now satisfied that he had gi 
the ice a fair trial in the vicinity of Spitzbergen, resoi 
on standing over towai*d the coast of Greenland. I 
ing succeeded in getting the ships to the edge of 
pack, and sailing along it, a violent gale of wind cam 
80 suddenly that they were at once reduced to st< 
staysails. The ice was setting fisist upon them, an(] 
Dorothea being nearest to it, in order to escape in 
diate shipwreck, it was deemed necessary to take re 
among it. The Trent fdlowed her example, and da 
into the ** imbroken line of furious breakers, in vs 
immense pieces of ice were heaving and subsiding 
t^e waves, and dashing together with a violence v 
nothing, apparently, but a solid body could -withs 
occasioning such a noise that it was with the grc 
difficulty we could make our orders heard by the ci 
** No language,^' he says, " I am convinced, can a 
an adequate idea of the terrific grandeur of the 
now produced by the collision of the ice and the ten 
uous ocean." 

But when the moment arrived that the stren^ 
the little bark was to be placed in competition 'wit 
of the great icy continent, and doubts might reas< 
have arisen of her surviving the unequ^ conflic 
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mm pi g< ci Te d the f ^m tmt cthanem and rvMlntioii. 
CqMam Beecbej my : 

** If em- tbe farcitnde of wMontm wm &iHj tried, it wm m- 
■ndl^ not \em to on tfau ooouiua ; and I will not rooceal 
liie pnde I fi^lt in witiMdiiff the bold and decimri* tone ia 
which the orden were iamm bj tbe oounnaader of oar bitle 
reael (Fruikiiii), and tbe promotitDde and ateadineai with 
which they were execated by tne crew. Each pervoa in- 
MinctiTelj •ecored bi« own hold, and, with bi« eyee fix«l 
OBon dw maata, awaited in brralblrM anxiety the mocnrnt 
of concnMion. 11 •ooo arrired ; tbf> brig, cnnine her way 
throogfa tbe li^bt ic«, came in riolrot contact with the main 
body. In an uutant we all lost our footing, the maala bent 
with ihe impetiM, and the ciackinx timben from below be- 
■poke a inwuie which waa calculated to awaken oar aerioaa 
^ipraheiMtoiM.''— P. 123, 1J4. 

Captain Beechey proceeds to fire a moat fiamudablo 
■ecount of the atate of the ship, accompanied by a ter- 
rific and weD-execoted print, deacripCiTe of her sitoatioD. 
" Her mocioii," he tayst " wat ao great that the ahip*« 
beO, which in the hearieat gale of wind had never atmck 
of itMlf, now tolled so coatinoaOy that it waa ordered to 
be muffled for the purpose of escaping the tmpleasant 
anociatioD it was calculated to prodticp.** After a few 
hours the gale ceased, and the pack broke np sufficiently 
to release the ships, which were so disabled that the 
Dorothea was in a fonndering condition. They made 
the beet of thebr way to Fair Ilaren in a sinking state, 
where they repack their damages ai weQ as they 
conkl ; it was obvious, however, toere was an end to 
any farther attempt as regarded the main ofcject of the 
expedition. The Trent being the less damaged of the 
two. Lieutenant Franklin requested that he might be 
allowed to proceed alone in die execution of the service. 
This could not be acceded to, as, in the event which had 
occurred, Captain Buchan was directed by his instruc- 
tions to take command of the Trent, provided her con- 
sort was rendered unserviceable ; had he done so, the 
Dorothea, tmaccompanied in her wa^ home, might have 
risked the lives of her crew in a ship so shattered and 
unsafe. It was therefore decided that both should re- 
turn home ; and on the 30th of August they put to sea, 
and on the 22d of October arrived at Deptford. 
F 
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CHAPTER IV. 
PAllY'S FUST TOTAGB. 

1819, 1820. 



Journal of a Voyage for the D%$eovery of a Northid 
age from the Atlantic to the Pacific. By W. E. 
Uommander of the Expedition, 

The two ship* appointed for thi« seirice w 
Hecia, a bomb of 375 tons, and the Griper, a lai 
brig of 1 80 tons, raised upon ; and they were co! 
ed, officered, and manned as mider : 

Ths IIccxa. 
Wm. Edw. Parry, Llout Commc. 
Cant K. Habin«, Afltrooomer. 
F. W. Beecbeyr Lieutenant 
John Kdwarda, flurgcon. 
W. II. Hooper. Purser. 
Alexander riiner, Aaaift Surg. 
JoMPh Nian, 1 
Wm. J. Deftly, 

Charleg Palmer, \ MldBbipmen. 
Jan. Clarke Rom, 
Jolm Duflhnim, J 
Jaraof Hulie, Clerk. 

iS" Offlcori. 

Gunner, Boatfwain^ Carpenter, 

Greenland Master, Greenland 

Mate, Cook, 4 Loadina Men, 
16 { Quarter M alter, Gimners Mate, 

Boatfwain's Mate, Carpenter's 

Mate, Armorer's Mate, Sailmak- 
,er. 
83 Able Beamen. 
8 Marines, including 2 Serjeants. 

oTTotal on board. 

The most remarkable feature in this expec 
that Lieutenant Parrt, having been selecte 
command of it for the purpose of caiTying into e 
instructions which Ross, from misapprehension, 
ence^ or incapacity, had failed to do, should hs 
sent out as a lieutenant only, in which rank he 
ued for nearly two years before he obtained 



ThsGexpsk. 
Matthew Liddon, Lieu 
H. Perkyns Hoppner, I 
Cbas. Jas. Beverley, Ai 
Andrew Reld, ) , 

A. M. Skene, V 

W. NelMm Oriffidis, S 
Cyrus Wakeham, Clei 
7 Officers. 

12 Warrant and Petty Ol 
12 Able Seamen. 
5 Marines. 
36 Total on board. 
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ner to the Griper, both having served on the late exp( 
dition ; five midshipmen to tlie former ship, Nias, Deal^ 
Palmer, Clarke Ross, Bushnan ; and to the latter, thre 
Reid, Skene, and Nelson Griffiths. Captain Sabine, ( 
the Royal Artillery, joined the expedition as astronomc 
and to have charge of the magnetical observations to I 
made on the voyage. The Hecla had a surgeon, 
assistant surgeon, and a purser ; the Griper an assisti 
surgeon and a clerk. The narrative of this voyage 1: 
supplied, for the interests of science and geograpl 
numerous and important facts and observations, a 
above all, has opened the door to the discoveiy of i 
main object, the Northwest Passage. ** In this woi 
it has been said, " we find no display of self-impoitai 
no attempt to deceive, or to throw dust in the eyes 
the public ; no marvelous stories to disgust or confoi 
and make the ignorant stare ; no figures set dowi 
random; no chart-lines drawn ad libitum; no re 
sentations of objects the mere fancies of the brain ; 
on the contrary, a plain statement of facts and oc 
rences, and a detail of scientific observations, made 
unimpeachable accuracy, and recorded in the clet 
and most simple and unaffected language.*' 

On the 11th of May the ships left the river, and oi 
28th of June were about the middle of the entrance 
Davis's Strait, proceeding to the northward alonj 
edge of the ice, and between it and the western 
of Greenland, and on the 3d of July crossed the I 
Circle, having on that day passed at least fifty icebei 
large dimensions ; and on the following day a moi 
tended chain of a larger size, against which a 1 
southeriy swell was violently agitated, ^^daslun 
loose ice with tremendous force, sometimes rai 
white spray over them to the height of more thf 
hundred feet, and, being accompanied with a loud 
exactly resembling the roar of distant thunder, pre 
a scene at once sublime and terrific." Betrween 
these icebergs and a detached floe, drifting i^th a 
erly current, the Hecla had nearly, as the ^whalc 
it, been " nipped," that is to say, squeezed flat, 
berg was about one hundred and forty feet hij 
aground in one hundred and twenty fadioms, so 
whole height probably exceeded eight hundre 
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Oi die 21iC the hoA nled, bj Darts, " Hope Sander- 
MB,** and abo the ^ Woman** Island,** were seen ; and 
**we fiMmd um ac U e s ," my Parrj, ** in the midst oT ft 
CTNt B Mabci of very hiffa iceberjgs, of which I counted, 
frooi tiw crow's nest, eighty -eight, beaidea man/ smaler 



Having bow reached the latitude of TS**, and being 
WB w aiug to paaa the lititiide of Lancaster Sound, Parry 
determined to make an attempt to pass through the icj 
barrier in order to get into the open sea, which the ex- 
perience of the former voyage induced him to believe 
be iboQld find oo the opposite coast ; it took him, how- 
ever, seven dmys* aailing, tracking and warping occasaoo- 
aly, to gaC into open water, Che width of the barrier 
being not leas than eighty railea; but the navigation 
among Mds and floes of this kind ia more tedious than 
dangerooa. Having got into the open stream, the water 
here was found to have deepened so much that no bot- 
tom was obtained with three hundred and ten ikthoms 
of fine, no ice in any direction, and the temperature of 
the water had risen from 3P to 37°. Whales, too, 
were abundant, no less than eighty-two large ones being 
counted in the course of the day. 

Parry obaeires, that ** if any proof were wantingof 
die value of local knowledge in the navigation of die Po- 
kr Seaa, it would be nraply furniahed by the fact of our 
having now reached the entrance of Sir James Laocas- 
ter*sSound just one month eftrlier than we had done in 
1818, although we had dien sailed above a fortnight soon- 
er, with the same general object in view, namely, to pen- 
etrate to die western coast of Baffin*s Bay, where alone 
die nordrwest passage was now supposed to be sought 
for and found.** He omitB, however, one important 
cause of his early approach to Lancaster Sound — that of 
taking the shortest route, instead of circumnavigating 
Baffin*s Bay. On the 31st a party landed at the spot 
they had visited the preceding year, when Lmncaster 
Sound was abandoned. The flag-staff was still standing ; 
the ground free from ice or snow ; the marks of their 
shoes as fresh as if imprinted but a few days before— a 
circumstance which led Parry to conclude that litde or 
00 fleet or snow liad fallen since liis former visit. 
5 F2 
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Od dw lit of Angort Ae dMp 
tioD of the TojBge which was to « 
or £uliire of the expe^Don — that 
wmtcr called Sir Jamea Lancatrrr^s SoomL Ax 
breeze aod a crowd of nfl earned the dMpa i 
the we at w aid > Od the monuDgof the 2d,iK be 
aoondifigfl ware taken widi the deep aea cIbbh, 
thooaaod and fifty fathoms fay the fioe were fiw 
fbe drift being cooaideraUe oo accoimt of the S9 
Tj befie^es tlwt the depth of wtfer did not exa 
or mne hmidred f athoau. The aen was ope 
them, free frtnn ice and bod. Lienteoant Par 

'^ It k moie easy to imagine than to describe H 
broathlesi siudetr wfaidi was now Tisible in erm 
nance, whiles as me breeze increased to a fresh gal 

auickiy op the sound. The mast heads were crc 
tie omcers and men during ^be whcde afternoon 
miconcemed obeenrer, if any coold have been one 
on foch an occasion, would have been amused by t 
neis wi^ which the varions reports from &e crow's 
receired, all however hitherto &YOTable to oar m< 
ine hopes."— P. 31. 

They were soon relieved from their anxiety 
hig ^e supposed continuity of land, which had fc 
ed in the most peremptory manner to extend ai 
bottom of this magnificent inlet in which they v 
ing ; having reached the longitude of 83^ 12^, 
shores here, the north and south, were still 
leagues apart, without the slightest appearanc< 
land to the westward of them. They Imd now i 
to what Parry has called Barrow's Strait, pr< 
which, however, he had named a large openin 
northern shore Croker's Inlet, ** being anxious t 
■ays a waggish critic, ** as it woukl seem, the ea 
portunity of making some compensation for havi 
formed, as with a touch of Harlequin's wand, t 
nificent and insuperable range of mountains v^i 
mer expedition had assiffned to one Secretary of 
miralty, into a broad and uninterrupted passage 
the name of the other Secretary." ** We now 
flatter oiu'selves," says Parry, ** that we had f 
terod the Polar Sea, and some of the most i 
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It was the 19th of August before tfiey agui r 
the northern shore of Barrow's Strait, and found 
still remaining around Leopold's Islands, yet not ii 
ble ; but on that and the following day the weatli 
thick, and much snow had faDen. They now, 
21 St, had the satisfaction of finding nothing to in 
their progress to the westward. The sem was c 
free from ice, and ** so perfectly clear, that it '' 
most impossible to befiere it to be the same pan 
sea which, but a day or two before, had been coi 
ly covered with floes to the utmost extent of our 
On the evening of the 22d, after passing sevei 
and headlands on the northern shore, they came 
the mouth of a channel of more than ei^t lea 
width, looking up which, on a beautiful clear c 
neither land nor ice could be seen from the mas 
** To this noble channel," says Parry, " I gave tl 
of Wellington, after his grace, the master-genere 
ordnance." 

** The arrival off this ^rand opening wbs an event f< 
we had lone been looRing with much anxiety an 
tiencc ; for me continuity of land to the northward 
ways been a source of uneasiness to us, principally \ 
possibility that it might take a turn to the southw 
unite with the coast of America. The appearand 
broad opening, free from ice, and of the land on eacl 
it, more especially that on the west, leaving scarcel); 
on oui minds of tbe latter being an island relievec 
all anxiety on that score ; and every one felt that ^ 
now finally disentangled from the land which forms 1 
em side of Baffin's Bay ; and that, in fact, we had 
entered the Polar Sea. Fully impressed with thi 
ventured to distinguish the magnificent opening, 
which our passage had been efltected fitjm Baffin' 
Wellington Channel, by the name of Barrow's Stt 
my friend Mr. Barrow, secretary of the Admiralty, 1 
private testimony of my esteem for that gentleman 
public acknowledgment due to him for hiazeal and • 
in the promotion of northern discovery." — P. 51, 52 

He then pays the compliment of assigoing 
capes, inlets, and groups of islands the names of I 
Barlow, and Comwallis ; and goes on to say : 

" Though two thirds of the month of August had n< 



Digitized 



by Google 



•c I L»c ^ ^ ^* ^ T ^ Mf ^ ^ **' •!• ■••. — 

'< .^ A»- » »-..- r» :>-. •• I • . • rii 

tL . ^*t '-J : tij* ». •• .. . * •• -. 

at i>n»T « -r** : c * • : : . • • « 

itf:^\ti'in in r»T*^ •* — * •;- f • ♦ 

new to U* rn^f*."^' «. ' — * 

It IS d«Hijr»tlui tt- Tw -i it«t ••,- 

•o pen*«>ii*, aijcl •«» r»-— -ai-iMi* . « ■ •• • 

li**- >'T-.«»ad. wr ran r «:iii.r*M:M •» • *: - 



naiii* ini-r •»,-« pr »^»>-^» *« « - * • 
I ---^ *--. «* iTttf #,^^ *"^ ':*• • «• ' • 




Digitized by 



Google 



TO ARCTIC TOTAOES. 

eter ; traces of reindeer and musk-oxen were Si 
many situations ; the ravines were covered with 
riant moss and other vegetation, the character of 
differed very little from that at the bottom of Poss 
Bay. The basis of the island consisted chiefly oi 
stone, besides which were some rich granite ai 
feldspar. The latitude of the place of observatic 
75° 09' 23", and the longitude 103° 44' 37" ; the 
the magnetic needle 88° 25' 58" ; and the variatic 
now found to have changed from 128° 58' W,, 
longitude of 91° 48' (where the last observatic 
shore had been made), to 165° 50' 09" E., at 
present station; '*so that we had," says Parrj 
sailing over the space included between those tw 
ridians, crossed immediately to the northward < 
Magnetic Pole, and had undoubtedly passed over < 
those spots upon the globe where the needle woul 
been found to vary 160°, or, in other words, whe 
North Pole would have pointed to the south." Ii 
of fact, though from the weakness and sluggish pei 
ance of the needles observations that required 
nicety could not be depended on, yet Parry thinl 
one of those spots he aJludes to would at that timi 
been somewhere not far^from the meridian of 10< 
of Greenwich. The *^ spot alluded to" was, of c 
the Magnetic Pole, discovered eleven years afber t 
Commander James Koss, and which is only aboi 
or three degrees ** from the meridian of 100° 
Greenwich." 

" It would undoubtedly have been extremely inte 
to obtain such an observation, and in any other liian tt 
precariouB navigation in which we were now engs 
should have felt it my duty to devote a certain time 
particular purpose ; but, under present circumstances, 
impossible for me to regret the cause which alone hi 
vented it, especially as the importance to science of t 
servation was not sufficient to compensate the delay 
the search after such a spot would necessarily have occa 
and which could hardly be justified at a moment wl 
were making, and for two or three day« continued to 
a rapid and unpbstrocted progress toward the acooi 
ment of our {nincipal object." — ^P. 62. 

It may now be said it was well he did not, as th* 



Digitized 



by Google 



r- 1 



Digitized 



byGooJ 
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the completion of one stage of their voyage. ** The < 
signs and pendants were hoisted, and it created in 
no ordinary feelings of pleasure to see the British £ 
waving, for the first time, in those regions which h 
hitherto been considered beyond the limits of the ha 
table world." Parry gave to this large island the nai 
of Melville^ being that of the First Lord of the Adi 
raltv. 

Farry determined, however, to extend their opei 
tions for prosecuting discoveiy in these regions, thou 
it became necessary to secure the ships every night fix 
ten till two o'clock, when it was too dark to keep unc 
way, more especially as no trust whatever could 
placed in the compasses. But his hopes were damp 
when, from the crow's nest, he perceived a compi 
body of ice extending completely in to the shore, ne 
the point which formed the western extreme of the i 
and ; the ship ran, however, sufficiently close to be i 
sured that no passage to the westward could then 
effected, the floes being literally upon the beach^ ai 
not a drop of clear water visible beyond them. Tl 
shore was covered nearly with large masses of i 
aground in four or five fathoms of water, of which th* 
would have drawn at least ten if set afloat ; these mass 
the people were in the habit of calling bergs, but th< 
were very different to those met with in Baffin's Ba 
none of which kind were seen to the westward of Bi 
row's Strait. The length of the night, when darkne 
prevailed in seas such as this, was little suited for pre 
ecuting discoveries ; yet as September is considered tl 
most valuable month in the year, on account of the & 
being then more free from ice than at any other tim 
I^arry states his strong conviction that the ultimate a 
complishment of the object must depend, in a grc 
measure, on the farther progress to be made this se 
son, and therefore he determined to extend their oper 
tions to the latest possible period. 

He soon, however, perceived that the season was 
an end. On the 9th of September the floes of ice we 
obsen-ed to be sensibly approaching the shore, and mt 
ters grew worse till the 12th, when the ships were a 
tually beset and in a perilous situation. There was i 
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purpose, fike a true British sailor, he remained sec 
against the lee-side of the deck, giving the necess 
orders. 

The time was now more than arrived when the sh 
if possible, shoukl be got into winter quarters. A 1 
bor being pitched upon, and, on the 24th, the Gri 
having got afloat and joined, the two ships were secu 
in the proper position for commencing operations, 
sulor is never at a toss for contriving and executing 
means of overcoming such difficulties as few landsn 
would venture to encounter. On the present occaf 
they cut a canal through the solid ice of the aver 
thickness of seven inches, and completed it in th 
days, the whole length of which is stated to have b* 
four thousand and eighty -two yards, or two miles ) 
one third neariy . In the afternoon of the 26th the si 
were hauled into their winter quarters, with three It 
and hearty cheers from both ships* companies. 

" Having now reached the station where, in all probal 
ty, we were destined to remain for at least eight or i 
months, daring three of which we were not to see the i 
of the son, my attention was immediately and imperioi 
called to yarious and important duties, maiw of ^em < 
lingular nature, such as had for the first time oevolved on 
officer in hit majesty's navy, and might, indeed, be con 
ered of rare occurrence in the whole history of navigat 
The security of the ships and the preservation of the var 
stores were objects of immediate concern. A regular svs 
to be adopted for the maintenance of sood order and clej 
ness, as most condacive to the health of the crews, dui 
the long, dark, and dreary winter, equally demanded m] 
tention/'— P. 101. 

The housing over the ships was one of the first < 
siderations, being calculated to contribute to the com 
of the officers and men, as well as to the preservatio 
that extraordinary degree of health which had hitfa< 
been enjoyed in both ships. Warmth and dryness 
the berths and bed-places were the next important r 
ters to be secured, die thermometer having now fa 
below zero. An iron box, or air-vessel, with Ift 
tubes of two inches diameter conmiunicating from 
low with the external air, and uniting above with a n 
al box, was so contrived as to convey the heated ai 
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Wi^0^ CkrrmieU^ and <if wtoch Ca 
t« i>^ !l»*» rtrfitor. iiod^fT the pvnmue rfaax A ^mm tp ws 
(K>fT*»d !>r '>n5nnAi <vmtnbntu»n3 trom the n^cera of the - 
*ip«: wMi Jmni^h some >hjertioH may. pMiiap», be rai* 

^iyH f^f' vVj»r. r 'Jfifw *no w«tl ncqnamted with the jfiBETBti 
fVf .vrtil «« fli#* t^xc^Wedtt (liiipfmxum frf my <ilSc«a»^ tn rtgx] 
h**nH wty Tmpt«»aMntt cstnta^xumce» 6rata a luiiiMiiiiir <rf i 
kitvi ; in#*#ww4 of whuih I caa t«6iiv anv that the ^weairiv c 
tvthntkm* hiwl th«¥ twpp7 ^^^^ot*^* mnploynu^ the IfoniB irn 
rtf thowB wbn t^irouihM rhem, and ot' div^tm^ the mimi i 
rtm i^lo«my prrmprtct which wonid :»metiiiiea obttnds its 

Nf<MHm^ rtfUM* wa*i wantin^^ than aneh device* a» the 
wworrM m m ft mmiMmC of peciUiar ami extnuBtfiDi 
(ttrtWnlry, to <wraWi«h che character ot' Parry ihr r« 
Md hay^y A^{>«^itmnCA, acemnpamed by a aaoiul ja 
fMfnt. which rhu« kepc ativ^ che active powers o£ 
mind, an<i )>rftveaced ic from £iiliBf( inta a hahit «£ io 
f^ry and IWdeseiMsft, and from ^unking into tluc W4 
6^ m AondtlMMiR, a ^ace of morbid torpor. HyapioB vi 
HB it (W^>M A0« well be ocherfriae, eoofkiccefy i 

B«9i<Ie!9 hi# €RiiCor»hipy Ca^caia Sdbijae had i 
f4 mttpkifrrtep^ (4 a »wry ditficwk and 
kmd, fhe rA(fml(» (4 whieb 9sns f^en m decaii m fifae 
^^(ndrx, iMr|«rr thff be»d of Magiutie ObservatkmSr ^ 
|Mri>m#A«a on the Pendulum^ and in the d eac i i| J Ck >c 
tkfff^ti t4 ^fftora) H»torf. Hk first atteatkmr oo 
frrrWft) of fb« ftbffw m tbeir winter qurters, was 
tm)f^t^Hm M a profmr phMW for die obaervatoryf wt 
-wm frr^r^f^ on a conren i eot «pot for ccmmiiiDcatian v 
ih« fthrp9^ and ako with a boase buik oo die beach 
(h^ TfH-t^pikfii of the clock» and other instmmeiits. ''. 
wafM (/f thiw werro of doable plank, with moss betw< 
mt ihttt ft hifi^ temperatare could be kept up in it ^ 
tmt (MffUiuhy hy a vmf^ iitore. 

1) anting panie« oceaafonally went out and procori 
f«»W f^\mmr^ but a migration of these animals 1 
p\mm b^of<9 the c\me of October, leaving behmd tl 
m\y wolt(49 and foxes to keep the party company du 
th« \m% winter months. Even the Polar hare, so c 
ttion in the Arctic regions, never once showed itt 
mi Melville Island in toe coarse of the winter. '. 
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too sure to produce. The total privation of game of t 
kind afforded few excursions for the source of exerc 
and amusement which hunting is known to confer. P 
ties, however, had occasionally been sent out shortly 
ter the taking up of their winter quarters. One of di 
did not return on board before sunset, as strictly ordei 
and the consequence is stated to have been as foUowi 

''John Pearson, a marine belonging to the Griper, i 
woB the last that returned on board, had his hands sevei 
fro8t4)itten, having imprudently gone away without mitt 
and with a musket in his hand. A party of our people i 
providentially found him, although tne night was very d 
just as he had fallen down a bank of snow, and was be 
ning to feel that degree of torpor and drowsiness whicl 
indulged, inevitably proves fatal. When he was brough 
board his fingers were quite stiff, and bent into the shap 
that part of me musket which he had been canying ; and 
frost had so far destroyed the animation in his fingers on 
hand that it was necessary to amputate three of them a a 
time after, notwithstanding aU the care and attention pai 
him by the medical gentlemen. The effect which expoi 
to severe frost has in benumbing the mental as well as 
corporeal faculties was very striking in this man, as we! 
in two of the young gentlemen, who returned after dark, 
of whom we were anxious to make inquiries respecting F 
son. When I sent for them into my cabin they lo<^ed v 
spoke thick and indistinctly, and it was impossiUe to d 
from them a rational answer to any of our questions. A 
being on board for a short time the mental fiiculties appet 
gradually to return vrith the returning circulation ; and it 
not till Uien that a looker-on could easily persuade him 
that they had not been drilling too fireely." — ^P. 108. 

This was fully sufi&cient for the attentive and k 
hearted commander to adopt effective measures aga 
a recurrence of so painful a result. So early as the ^ 
of October the thermometer was down to 24° below zi 
It was now distressing to touch any metaUic substs 
with the naked hand in the open air; it produced a fee 
of intense heat, and took off the sldn. If the eyep: 
of a telescope touched the face, it occasioned an intc 
burning pain ; the remedy was to cover them and o1 
instruments with soft leather. The officers, notw 
standing, indulged themselves in walking for an hou: 
two in the middle of the day, in the depth of wii 
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I wban tfao thomioaMtcr wm down to 40*^ i 
60=* below saro, witbout oxpenrociiiK mnch incoiiv*- 
I frMB that i nt eme dagrao of cold, piondod ahmr* 
> wind; b«l Um leMt brooso nade iba 
to it intolanibia wbao tha mac cur y was avao 
aaranl d agraea abova saro. Tba foBowiDa paw^a Is 
90 natnrallj and to well aipraaaad, thai tfaa daaira to rx- 
tract it ia irreaiitibla. Speaking of their •bott walks on 
■borot Parry taya : 

** It nay well be imaffiaed that at ffaia period there wa« 
bat little to be met with in oar wvUn on loun* whkb eooU 
aitbar amoaa or iatarait at. Tba aaceanty of aoc aaoandtnK 
tba baited dittince of ooa or two mile*, let! a MDw-dnA, 
wbicb oAen ritet ^erj nddenlj, abaald prrvrot oor rvtnre, 
added ooaadermbly to the doll aiid ledioiH moooCooy wbicb 
day after day pmentrd iurlf. To the cnalbwrnrd was the 
tea, corered with ooe anbrokm mrbcv uf ice*, anilnrni in it* 
dariling whitrneM, eicrpc that, hi •rune part*, a ft*w bnm. 
moca were teen thrown op Mmawbat aoora the ireaeral 
lereL Nor did the laod oOer modi |craaMr Tarietjr, baiag 
abaott eslirely ou fe i e d with now, axoept beta aaa there a 
brown paldi oi baia ground, la aoow expaaad Mtnatiaaa, 
where the wind bad not allowed the now to remain. When 
Tiewed from the iommit of the neighboring bilU, on one of 
duMe calm and clear days which not unirvqamtly oocnrrrd 
during the winter, the flcene wa« torh a« to indnre oootrm* 
plations which had, perhapa, more of roetanrholy than of any 
other feeling. Not an oh^eci waa to be tpcm on wWch the 
eye coald long rest with pl i iat uiu , nnleai when directed lo 
the spot where the thipa lay, and where oor little oolooy waa 
planted. The WBaako which there iMoed from the aereial 
firea, afibrding a certain indication of the p taa en oe of man. 

£re a partaaf cheerfolnea to thia part of tne promct ; and 
B aoond of voice*, which, daring the cold weatner, could 
be heard at a much greater distance than a«oal, lenred now 
and then to break the nlence which reignrd aroond na— a 
■ilence &r different from that peaceable oompoaore which 
characterizes the landscape of a coltirated ooantry ; it waa 
&e deathlike stillness of die most dreary deoolatioa, and tha 
total absence of animated existence. 8oeh, indeed, was the 
want of objects to afibrd relief to the eye or amosement to 
the mind, that a stone of more than osual size appearing 
above the mow, in the direction to which we were going, 
inunediately became a mark, on which oar eyes were an- 
conscioasly fixed, and toward which we mechanically ad. 
Tanced. 
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" Dmrr as audi a scene most neoesearOy be, it ooold 
however, be said to be wholly wantbig in interest, espec 
when associated in the mind with the pecoHaritj ai oa 
nation, the object whicfa had brought ns hither, and die fa 
whidi the least sanguine among ns sometimes entertainc 
mending a part of our next winter in die more senial dii 
of die Soam-Sea Islands. Pertu^ too, thoo^ none < 
then ventured to confess it, our thon^ts would somet 
involuntarily wander hoipeward, and institute a compa 
between die rugged fiice of nature in this desolate re 
and die livelier aspect of die happy land which we hac 
behind us."— P. 124, 125. 

Nothing could be mor^ j[adicioii8 than the arra 
ments made for the employment of the men each 
in the week ; and on Sundays divine service was i 
riably performed, and a sermon read, pn board both si 
•* The attention," says Parry, " paid by the men tc 
observance of their religious duties was such as tc 
fleet upon them the highest credit, and it tended i 
simdl degree to the preservation oif that regularity 
good conduct for whicfa, with veiy few exceptions, 
were invariably distinguisfaed.** The minor arra 
meats made by Parry to find employment, and to 
the occupations of both men and officers, during 
long, unbroken night of three months, appear to '. 
been very judicious. The former, after attending d 
ions morning and evening, cleared up the decks, att 
ed the officers round the ships, examined their hi 
• and bed-places, and in the evening went to their suf 
while the officers took their tea. After this the 
were permitted to amuse themselves as they plei 
and games of various kinds, as well as dancing and i 
ing, occasionally went on upon the lower deck till 
o'clock, when they retired to rest, and their lights i 
extinguished. " It is scarcely necessary to add,** P 
observes, *» that the evening occupations of the offi 
were of a more rational kind than those which eng 
the attention of the men. Of the former, reading 
writing were the principal employments, to which \ 
occasionally added a game of chess, or a tune on 
flute or violin, till half past ten, about which time w 
retired to rest.** 

On Christmas-day, which had now arrived, the we 
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their anti-scorbutics for his recovery, consisting oi 
served vegetable soups, lemon-juice and sugar, pic! 
preserved currants and gooseberries, and spruce t 
He also raised in his cabin a quantity of mustard 
cress, of which, even in the severity of the wintei 
could generally ensure a crop at the end of the sixt 
sevenm day. So effectual were these remedie 
Scallon^s case, that, on the ninth evening from the ati 
he was able to walk about on tiie lower deck, and 
assured me,'* says Parry, '^ that he could tiien n 
race." 

Thursday, the 3d of February, was a day not t 
forgotten. At twenty minutes before apparent nooi 
sun was seen from the Hecla*s main-top (at the h( 
of fifty -one feet above the sea), being the first time 
this luminary had been visible to them since the 11; 
November — a period, as already said, of eighty-four c 
that is, twelve days less than the time of its remai 
actually beneath the horizon, independently of the 
fects of atmospherical refraction. Throughout Fe 
ary, however, the intensity of the cold, instead of t 
somewhat mitigated by the rays of the sun, feebl 
they were, was increased. On the 24th a fire b 
out in the shore-house, and, in the exertions to save 
valuable instruments, not fewer than sixteen men ir 
red frost-bites, the thermometer during the day I: 
from — 43° to — 44°. 

" Among these there were four or five cases which 
the patients confined for several weeks ; but John Smil 
the artillery, who was Captain Sabine's servant, and wh 
gether with Sergeant Martin, happened to be in the hou 
uie time the fire broke out, were unfortunate enough t 
fer much more severely. In their anxiety to save the 
pin^-needle, which was standing close to the stove, ar 
which they knew the value, they immediately ran out 
it ; and Smith, not having time to put on his gloves, ha 
fingers in half an hour so benumbed, and the animati< 
completely suspended, that, on his being taken on boai 
Mr. Edwards, and having his hands plunged into a has 
cold water, the sur&ce of the water was inunediately fi 
by the intense cold thus suddenly communicated to it ; 
notwithstanding the most humane and unremitting atte 
paid to him by the medical gentlemen, it was found nee 
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** The iff laraai i,* •r* Pw^. 
•eaCrd at dw irv ««» a : .rxu* .*r. ak..£M«c «Y<*ni 
sod ch e c k harac k>o.«tf ,.^r w--.i* « -. *»«<■:««« m 
fire Buaatw rfs«r fcw.ij: ripjM«d sw :•* «««eirfv. w 
that k was dacsed w i i — i iir uw ■irCf.m: c«ar«r«wra. 

together with taaar k^s^^^ m^%»M-j't^ tv a * u«rnL !• 

go n w — aiatj ra«ad wL «• :•« aire «rrp «un^:-£ m Uiv 
ire, aod to rab vAh idw u«e pant a:!'x-:<^ .-. «r>:trr la 
mtote aoiSHiHa.** 

Od the I6di <la]r «f FcfcraarT' tba |p^cat««t drcrr* </ 
cold was exp(TK«oed. tiM* ti^nxKiaMHer kaiu^ 4lr«r4*ii4- 
ed to — 56', aad raMaiu««d for iftaea boan ai - o4 . Uta 
lew to bare bees expect<s5 aa the old rear had cWrd 
with mild weather. Oa the iulowmic ^ Parrjr my k 
** NotwithstaodmfE the Ww teaipcratura id the e&teraal 
atmoaphere, the oAcers cootrired to art, a* uftuaL tha 
pbj annrainred for this eretun^ ; but it aniat br rt«* 
feased tfatf it was abnort too cold for either the artora 
or the an die n cf to ea|oj it, ecpecialj tboae of the fur- 
mer who undertook to appear in female dre««ea." It m 
some conaohtinn, however, ta be told that there waa no 
wind, aod the sereraat cold has beea stated to be toler- 
able in a calm. In March the snow bejeao to melt, with 
a temperature of 20^ to 30° in the sun, bat with - TJ * 
to — 25^ in the diade. Lnminoos arches, parheba, and 
tibe Amtira were fraqnent, but not partirtikrtj ramark- 
able. Toward the end of April the thermometer roo- 
timied above the freezing point in the shade for tha 
greater part of two dajs, and about the middle of Ma/ 
the ships were ooce again afloat, the operation of rut^ 
tii^ the ice round them being rompleteo. 

Parry, howerer, obaenres that it was suArieotlj dis- 
cofuraging to his hopes of a farther p i tigi ess to the west- 
ward, to perceive diat, on the bst day of May, ** tha 
aea stfli preaented the same tmbroken and eonthroous 
surface of sofid and impeoetrable ice, and ire thst could 
not be leaa dian from six to seven feet in thickness, aa 
we knew it to be about the riups. When to this cir- 
cumstance was added the considantioD that scarcalj 
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the slightest symptoms of thawing had yet appe 
and that m three weeks from this period die sun -^ 
again begin to decline to the southward, it must be 
fessed that the most sanguine and enthusiastic amo 
had some reason to be staggered in the expectation 
had formed of the complete accomplishment of ou 
terprise." 

It may here be remarked that the whole of the 
gation hitherto performed had been from the li 
August, when Lancaster Sound was entered, to the 
of September, when the ships were anchored or 
coast of Melville Island. Lieutenant Parry has 
where observed that the month of September is oi 
the most favorable for navigation among masses oi 
but the shores of Melville Island, at least, appear ; 
an exception — to be, in fact, the recipients of the g 
est part of the ice driven to the eastward by the "v 
erly winds about that parallel, this island being the 
ermost of the Georgian chain, and considered by I 
as by far the worst he ever met with. 

Previous, however, to their departure from 
dreary, dismal, and detestable abode. Parry detenr 
to make a journey across Melville Island to the n< 
ward, and to return by a different route. He was 
companied by Captain Sabine, Messrs. Fisher, Nias, 
Reid, a sergeant of marines, and a sergeant of artiL 
together with three seamen and two marines, mal 
in the whole, a party of twelve. They took with t 
tents, provisions, and a cooking apparatus. It was f( 
that those parts of the island which were clear of s 
produced the dwarf willow, sorrel, and poppy, and 
the moss was very luxuriant. On the second day 1 
saw a pair of ducks (Anas spectahilis)^ and killed s( 
ptarmigan : sorrel and saxifrage were abundant. T 
found pieces of coal embedded in sandstone ; pass« 
very extensive, dreary, and uninteresting level p 
covered with snow ; and this kmd of ground, with o< 
Bional ravines and foggy weather, continued for ih 
days, during which they saw not a living animal, exc 
one or two flocks of geese {AncLs bemicla). 

Parry, being desirous of obtaining a view of the 
on the northern shore, took with him the two midsl 
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warn Ksam mmi E^-il w i .: a iiaar^^fr-iutor t n -ftv ' -rvr 
Aiicr « Ik^ aoul :.i«c--*-^«i* lu^-'i :••* -wnr ■ «iaK 

leave Tfrfrc •sr-r- uk »•-▼ w uk ■ : » ■•w humu- -t 
yanli ■poa =* a*^. ^21: ^^ :■»«-. r»^. >v ni>«Rf» « « 
baari^f -|a*« «cb£ *..#^ir •.!«* ■*^ *« ilia * « j«m» '.:r«nic^ 
« ■ otc«r t- :«»c« V " ■»•:•».- . n^ m^'^t rw^ si<«ir^ *- 

rf »erT harl. srrz^. a:; 'riii** .ir* . •••-. lai r» «* '.ma 
tlHt o^ *ak wv^r Hh^A^ • .«. .. J* :;:•■< tt*:-*; \ t tr*^ , 
who rrtsmni ao -.*" r-*r*» ^ "■ * -ji: •!••: 'v • v^i * -""fi 
back w«k huB :m :^- «^<c. 7 ^ *••«■» -i^*.«»--t:.«U 
■nd pcwted tu *:« :■ *«r:*— t r-^ec «»^; • .••r a-*-* ■-• a ■.--*■%.- 
Bea»; tfe wclrr :t->«-«l •:• « ' n n •-•^ » m '*>^ * •!< *:m» 
Mirface o^ tlkr ice* aatl «*• :' -•;:•. jt* - » ' »»-*Tr «jtf ,*" 
mficaefltfl^ ao. aowr^-r. u> --.4.. ^ «• u^-n aa uaac « wvs 
the ae* *m wLtrc. u.^ «^rv a'umIj *. 

Ob the 'Jib utf' Jucm* u^«-> «rt •««: •«■ -h*- r nron. uft- 
fid three p(anujii^«. aui **w a ^^r «j( •! ^kA. an:, two 
d»3r» after, a givmt auixibrr 'rf * r. -;t ^i' <■**■. fc^ue Kaimt- 
gfta, «ad flDBST *iiaw-o.*;*r,-.£'* ; uu* r. i.<4 uic aiwl cJW*r- 
fal note of the kuer mn.ii«v 1 :u«"!i <4 a .-^'ti-r coaocry 
— a wone, perliafja, a w.xikl bi* .i.mruli to lyni : « re* 
minded them o( bucne. tiu« il^n. < htt.f* tanl beinc «a»- 
•idereil the rofan re'i'»Trm»t i><* tn«- m»i>wt rro»«>»-* Ajn- 
rrred at Boshsaa'a i'tr%^. in Li.Vl«ia*« (>uUf. oa the west- 
ern sade of MeHiOe Inland, the party fiMin*! » one of the 
pieasanteflt and ii>Lx»t hiiijttaUe tpucs we had je( »eeo m 
the Arctic repooa, the regetaDoa being more a h nmli n t 
and forwmrd than in any other phce, and the a«iaatioa 
sbekerod and favorable fur pune.** They fimnd here a 
good deal of moeu, gnus, dwarf-wiDow, and Muufnic^ 
and Captain Sabine met with a ranunculus in fuU 6ower. 
Thus we see that even in thia, the moat desolate regioii 
of the earth, the superionty of the western eoaat pre- 
dominates. The hunters saw and fired at a musknut, 
but did not kill him ; they saw also several goklen plov* 
ers, and one or two boaUwains (Lr9tri$y On the 15lh 
they reached the ships, and were oompUmented by their 
shipmates on their good looks, and as appearing in moro 
robust health than when they departed. 

* Sm Cuptaia Lyon** VoTage regwdlnf ttili bbd. 
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Toward the end of June the ice oegan to move in tii( 
offing, with a loud, grinding noise, and on the 5th of Ju 
!y the thermometer rose from 50° to 52°, and onthetwt 
following days to 55°. The ice in the harbor also be 
gan to dissolve, and was there covered with pools o 
water. On the 17th the temperature rose to 60°, th 
highest point it ever reached at Melville Island. 
the 24th every thing was complete for proceeding to sea 
*^ the sails were bent in readiness for starting at a m( 
ment's notice, though it must be confessed that the m< 
tive for doing so was to make some show of moving, rat) 
er than any expectation I dared to entertain of soon e 
caping from our long and tedious confinement ; for it w 
impossible to conceal from the men the painfiil fact, tb 
in eight or nine weeks from this period the navigal 
season must unavoidably come to a conclusion.** Anot 
er painful fact was, that, before the expiration of Jul 
the approach of winter announced itself in the dimin 
tion of temperature, which seldom reached 40° by ds 
and also by the falls of sleet and snow, as well as by t 
pools of water frozen over in the night 

On the last day of July the whole body of the ice 
the harbor was perceived to be slowly moving out, bre 
ing away for the first time at the points which form 
entrance of the harbor. 

The latitude and longitude of Winter Harbor is t 
stated : 

Latitude by 39 meridian altitudes . 74° 47' 19" , 
Longitude by 692 sets of observations, 

consisting of 6862 lunar distances . 110° 48^ 29" 
Dip of magnetic needle . . . 88° 43' 

Variation 127° 47' 50" 

On the Ist of August, the day on which Lane 
Sound had been entered, the two ships stood oi 
Winter Harbor, after having passed ten whole m 
and a part of September and August in that dreaiy^ 
of imprisonment. They stood along the shore of' 
ville Island to the westward, occasionally running h 
to the beach to avoid the masses of ice in motji 
one place, the Hecla being within twenty yards 
beach, a point of land, which was lined all rouoi 
large hommocs of ice, rendered it a most dangers 
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; and the more to m the body of the ice eonmg 
IB from tbe westward, beto|( diitaot from the absp leae 
tliaii hilf a mile, was eompoaed of iloea infioiteljr more 
beavj thao any thej had (•bewhere met with dnnoK the 
wajMf^, Lieutenant Liddoo aent word that the C«nper 
was abo in a aitaatioii exactJj timilar to that of the llee- 
k, where ^ nippini^* appeared nnavoidable if the floee 
aboald come in. Party deaired Liddoo not to join him, 
af there was not room for two ships, ** and the chances 
of saving one of them from the catastrophe we had reas- 
on to apprehend were greater bj their being separate.** 

By chance, and it was by chance entirely, they es- 
caped; bat had the apparent catastrophe taken place, 
which they had reason to apprehend, not a single being 
coold have sonriYed the melancholy fiUe that most iner- 
itaMy have awaited them ; all most have periahed from 
fiunme and the intense cold of the approaching winter. 
This state of things, and, indeed, every circnmsfance 
connected with this abominable island, must serre as a 
beacon to warn off any fatmv navigator from coming even 
within sight of it, bat to avoid it as the ancients did Sryl- 
ia or Chm^bdis. It b to be hoped, and there b reason 
to believe, that Sir John Franklin's attention has been 
particularly drawn to this part of Sir Edward Farry*a 
narratire. 

The ships remained, however, at or near the same 
place, and a mass of about an acre in extent drove in and 
gave the Uecb a considerable ** nip,** and then grazed 
past her to the westward. The following day another floe 
came in, ** and gave the ship a heavy rab.** r any, howoT- 
er, still persevered in creeping along the shore of Melville 
Island, the ships sustaining such frequent at i 
rubs" that nothing short of the stoutest timbt ^ . 
sound and fleiible iron, and the most judicioc''^ 
tion of the fiibrics, coukl possibly have with^lotxl ijivse 
frequent rubs to which they were exposed. J Vncver* 
ing, however,. in thb beach-sailing, generally within ttajf 
a mile of it, till they arrived very nearly to tbf wit«i«iiii- 
most point of the bland, the commander, beliovjng Ih^m 
was little hope of making farther progress to the w ai t - 
ward, and having experienced during me first fidf i>fthm 
wkYiffble seaaoQ such a continued series of v«iu!Ltii»(i«t 
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j iteumsk-'j'ji w pefscrvere ib 

iM c^nw.r.hg tcie odbeers of balk iki|i&. 1^ j agreed 
wtfii biai tcac anr ^rdner aairg^ir m praceed t» tho 

w««cward m xhat. paraiftri wwaid toe akogecber friodess ; 
tiwf 7 akv afpr««d m duf piaa he proposed of nHung hack 
t« me ea»£irar(i ak«2 a.e edee ot tke ioe, to look oia fiir 
•Af <ipefltfif tint nu^t lead tiiem to tke Aitincan con- 
tiflmit, andr tailioi^ W Mod any such, to reCoim to Eagiand. 
Ob d»e ^J6di of AngBsC therefore, thej turned the sh^* 
bead* to the eaatwvd, and on the noraiiig af the 27di 
had pai ned the eastern end of Mehifle laland, in an open 
ehaiuiel not leas than ten mifes wide, al hands heartily 
rejoicifig to take leave Ibrever of diis iriand We are 
toidf howerer, m a note, that the isiaad, during their 
ftay of nearly twelve months, had afforded them ^e fol- 
lowiof qoaotity of game : three musk-oxen, twenty-four 
deer, sixty-eight hares, fifty-three geese, fifty-nine ducks, 
and one hundred and forty-fear ptarmigans, amountang 
in weight to three thoasand seven hundred and sixty- 
six powods of meat ; that is to say, it alibrded to each of 
ninety-four men three pounds and a half of meat per 
mouth ! the produce of an island which is stated to ex- 
ceed five thousand square miles. 

On the 31 St of August they repassed Lancaster Sound, 
and on the 1st of September bore up and i*an along the 
land, taking their departure from the flag-staff in Pos- 
session Bay, on the southeastern point (^ the said sound. 
As the whole of this coast was run down in 1818, and 
partially examined, it is not necessary to follow the pres- 
ent expedition in any remarks upon it ; but before the 
ground be quitted on which no less than twelve month* 
wore passed, from September, 1819, to August, 1820| 
the temperature of the air in the shade may £91 

Maximum 60^, Minimum 50°, Range 110°. 

The mean of the twelve months +10'33. 

The lowest temperature registered on the ice „ 
it did not rise above 54° for seventeen hours on th«l 
1 5th of February, 1820. 

On the whole of this eastern coast of Baffia1| 
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Mopwin^ iaj dw ei miiniHl^ tadni al PeteriieKl, ac- 
cimipKisfi(i by UapCBm Suhiiy ^bA Jv. Hooper, wlio pit>- 
tieeded wrtfaont defay tt> Loadon. where tliey aiiifed oa 
the ii w i iii ig of die 3d a€ Xavcnbexv IdSO. 

** SncE was tbe excelleiit atato of Ineahfa widdi we at tins 
dme caaxmaed to oijay an. ba«rd the Hrr?a. dtat dming die 
wbniB mamatL of oar lajfie nsvisalioii from Wilder Harbor to 
die ecMaC of ScoftsBid, heme apenod c£ thin r ^ ' .B weeks, not 
a fln^ caae had beea. el i eied an oar ack-iiiit, except from 
oae or two arridrati rf a tnfing miftii i ; aad 1 had the faap- 
naMa of ieeiag crery officer and naa on board both ihipa 
{widi odIj ooe exeepcioa. oat of ninety-ibar p^aoos) retam 
to dieir oatiTe coantnr in aa robost health as when diey left 
it, after aa absence ot nearly eighteen months, during which 
time wo had been liring entirely on oar own reaoorces.''— 
P. 309. 

It ia not imefidtfd bere to enter into any detafl of die 
obaerradoas made dnrmg tlie Toyage, nor €i the gcien- 
tific operationa carried on whenerer an opportnnity oc- 
cttrred. Nothing was omitted which hi^dy inteffigent 
officer! and die beat inatnnnents could siipply. An ap- 
pendix^ drawn np on a clear and wefl-arranged principle, 
cootaina fnch obaerrations and remarks as were deemed 
of moat tnmortance. The Tohnne itself exhibits the 
condoct' and the character of both officers and men in 
the moat praiseworthy polu^ ^jf ^]r>% , miA wiiL i*:gwftl 
to the enlifl^tened commanfier by whani it was wntt^n^ 
it need only be repeated bf»re, what lias been ^id else- 
whore : ** No one can ri'se trom the poru^ of this work 
witliout being impressed \si\h the follest coDrlcrioa that 
his merits as an officer snrl tfcietitjfjc navigator are of ihe 
highest order; that his taEf^ut^ jxre not coatined to boa 
professional duties ; bat that xh& resources of his mind 
are equal to the most arduoun ^^ituations^ and fertile ta 
eic|)e(nents under every cii cornt*tnncB» however diUbtilli 
dangerous, or unexpected,'^ in addition ( 
ry nmy bo said to posse^i the true cham^ 
of a ifritish sailor — open, Ntraightforwaril, i 
his education was such as to irii^pire 1 ^ 
thn profession, having entf^r^d the ?5 
made a lieutenant in 161 r', mid eunimn 
that rank on the coast of A nK^rica tJltf 
was snlectod, as has hern t><lated iti difl 
ago, to command the Aloxutider, as se 
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three €**!»«*<»« af mufTirTiali*, Urk, »/,! h»r.* • I. 
most JD]p«>rt«iiC will pr'»**«»»ly U» r«H««. wrv<i i".w 
6,** An arcoant of lli«» ^»p»*nmrMU to «1# !#-r:i. 
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was 8eTent3r-foiir thousand seven hundred and tfaiity- 
lour vibrations, which is considered as the true acc«Iera> 
tion of a pendulum between the latitudes 51° 31' 08' 
(London) and 74 "" 47' 14" (Melville Island) ; and the 
deduction, which was obtained finom the result of the 
acceleration between London and Melville Island, gives 
the diminution of gravity from the pole to the equator 
to be -0055256 ; and this decimal gives for the ellipticity 
of the earth, -jyst' 

But as Captain Sabine in the year 1621 (the next fol- 
lowing that of his arrival in En^and) embarked on a 
moat arduous undertaking to investigate the last-meoe- 
tinned subject in high latitudes, an account of his voya- 
ges and operations will be resumed hereafter. 

It may perhaps be deemed presumptuous in a lands- 
■lan yentunng to differ from so expert and complete a 
teaman as Commander Pany ; but it is under a con- 
viction that he wiD not be displeased at, but take in good 
part, a few desultory remarks, though not exactly cor- 
respondent with his own opinion. ^* Our experience,** 
he says, ^* I think has clearly shown that the navigatioa 
of the Polar seas can never be performed with any de* 
gree of certunty, without a continuity of kind. It was 
only by watchiiig the occasional openings between the 
ice and the shore that our late progress to the westwajrd 
was eflected ; and had the land continued in the desired 
direction, there can be no question that we should have 
continued to advance, however slowly, toward the com- 
pletion of our enterprise." The objection about to be 
offered is not to the " slow advance," but to the chance 
of no advance at all, and to the extreme hazard of the 
loss of the ship and crew, which had nearly happened 
in the present instance, and did actually happen to the 
ship on a future occasion, by a nip, or rub, or pressure 
between the ice and the shore ; to say nodiing of the 
constant apprehension, the anxiety, and incessant threat- 
ening of momentary destruction, which occuixed aloQg 
the whole coast <^* Melville Isknd, and the fitmuent 
^ rubs*' and «* nips'* which both ^ps experienced be- 
tween the sea ice and the shore ice, when nothing but 
extreme watchfulness and good management could poa- 
•iUy have saved them frt>m being crushed. Instead^ 
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04 ARCTIC VOYAGES. 

wind b generaOy favorable for a southern voyage, and the 
current almost always so ; but it may happen that no 
choice is left, and then to winter has become a matter a€ 
necessity ; and Parry has laid down an admirable code 
of instructions for any one reduced to that emergency. 



CHAPTER V. 
GOMHANDEE CUTERINO AND ClPTilN SiBINE, 11. 

1822-1823. 



1. Journal of a Voyage to Spitzbergen and the East Cooit 
of Oreenland, in ni$ Maje$ty^» Ship Oriper, D. C. Cla- 
viRiNO, Esq., Commander. 

S. An Account of Experiments to determine the Figure of the 
Earth by means of the Pendulum vibrcUing seconds in dif- 
ferent latitudes ; as well as on some other subjects of PJul- 
osophieal Inquiry. By Edward Sabini, Captain in the 
Royal Artillery. 

It was considered expedient to introduce a brief no- 
tice of this voyage among those specially sent into the 
Arctic regions wr the purpose of discovery, and for 
two reasons : first, that Commander Clavering was to 
be ordered to ])roceed to Spitzbergen, and thence to the 
east coast of Greenland, and that on the latter he suc- 
ceeded in reaching a higher degree of latitude than any 
former or subsequent navigator had effected ; and, sec- 
ondly, that he carried out, first in the Pheasant, and 
then in the Qriper, Captain (now Lieutenant-colonel) 
Sabine, who, very shortly after his return from the 
first voyage of Parry to Qie Arctic Sea, recommenced 
that series of observations on'the length of the seconds* 
pendulum which were made in the Hecla. 

Captain Sabine, impelled by the zeal and love of 
science for which he is distinguished, hastened to pro- 
ceed, in the first instance, to Sierra Leone, in the Iphi- 
genia, on the 22d of February, 1822, and completed his 
pendulum experiments there in April. Sir Robert 
Mends there assigned the Pheasant to convey him to 
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tade ; thence to a second station, in or near the 80u 
parallel, on the northern coast of Spitzbergen ; afte« 
ward to make the east coast of Greenland, in as high 
latitude as the barrier of ice, which renders that coa 
difficult of access, would permit, and having got wkhl 
the barrier, to ascend the coast to the northward as fu 
as might be compatible the same year, in order to oL 
tain a third pendulum station for Captain Sabine's exper 
iments at the highest degree (^ latitude that might b' 
there attained. 

He was then to return to the southward, and if Cap- 
tain Sabine should wish for a fourth station on the coast 
of Iceland, he was to use his (Kscretion, according to the 
state of the weather and the time of the year, to stop at 
that island ; if not, a fourth station might be sought else- 
where, in or about the same parallel, and after that to 
return to England. The equipment of the Griper being 
completed, and the magnetical pendulum, with the va* 
nous instruments for astronomical and other scientific 
purposes, being embarked by the second week in May, 
she sailed from the Nore on the 11th of that month for 
Hammerfest, where she arrived on the 4th of June. 

This place, built ^n a small island named Qualoen, or 
Whale Island, is said to consist of about a dozen houses. 
The bay is small, but the anchorage good and safe ; the 
only provisions to be got here were reindeer, which 
were cheap ; the trade is entirely in fish and oil. The 
natives are described as kind and hospitable, and were 
pleased at the idea of a visit from even such a small 
man-of-war as the Griper. The women are fair and 
pretty, and dress much like our own ; remote from the 
civilized world, they are untainted by either its vices or 
its wants. Morality and religion strictly predominate, 
and deviations from either are rare. Mr. Crowe, an 
English merchant, who acts as consul, resides here, and 

igBud t^e visitors much attention. The latitude, 70^ 4(K; 

^the dip of the needle, 77° 40'. 

On the 23d of June, Captain Sabine having fini^ed 
his observations, the Griper put to sea the same even- 
mg ; on the 27th, fell in with the first ice off Cherry 
Island, in latitude 76° 5', a gale of wind then blowing ; 
saw Spitzbergen in the evening, and fell in with a great 
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seen; Sprtsbergen was, on die whole, a paradiae to 
this pkce/' Proceeding along the coast, ainong fioeo 
of ice, diey discoTered two islands, to whidi tiiey gare 
Ihe name of the Pendnhim Islands. 

ClaTering passed them, and stood on to the north wud 
tin stopped by ice; and he had now reached what he con- 
sidered to be the N.E-Twint of Greenland, formed by 
an island, in lat. 75<* 1^, from die heights of which could 
plainly be seen h^ land, due nmrth, at leastas far as kt. 
76*^. He named the island Shannon Island, and the 
S.£. extremity Cape Phifip Broke, ''from the ship it 
was my good fbrtane to serre in, and under her gafiurt 
comnuuider here named." 

Getting mider way, the Griper returned to the soatli- 
ward in a narrow channel dose to the rimre, on which 
she gromided in 2J fathoms ; was got off by l ig h t en ing 
her ; anchored in a sheltered bay between one of the 
Pendulum Islands ; landed Captain Sabine, the obseira- 
tory, tents, and instruments ; and prepared the yawl and 
wherry for a distant excursion, while Sabine was em- 
ployed in lus pendulum experiments. • On the 16th of 
August he set out, taking with him three officers and 
sixteen men. They landed on Cape Borlase Warren, 
about eighteen miles to the southward, with each a boat- 
cloak and a blanket ; slept in them, and found no incon- 
venience £rom the cold ; and this was continued for 
twelve nights, the temperature not lower than 23^. 
Here they foimd traces of natives, and several graves. 
Proceeding up an arm of the bay, which runs inland, a 
tent of seal skins was found on me beach, and two na- 
tives appeared on the heights. The^ were at first rath- 
er shy, but, by degrees, acquired confidence. They ap- 
peared not to differ in any respect from the common 
race d Esquimaux : the whole tribe amounted but to 
twelve. Their surprise was roused only by witnessing 
^ le of the crew finng at a mark with muskets. A pis- 
was given to one of the natives, who fired into the 
water ; the recoil startled him so much that he inmiedi- 
ately slunk away into his tent. The following moraing, 
being the third, it was found they had all departeii^lM^ 
ing every thing behind them ; theur sudden retreaiMlif 
no doubt occasioned by their alarm at the firing, :|l 
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the severe shocks without being injured ; the heaviest 
shocks she received must have luiocked a Greenlandman 
to pieces. 

The gale continuing, drove them to the southward, 
and on the 23d of September they made the coast of 
Norway in latitude 63° 65'. On the 1st of October the 
Griper struck hard on a sunken rock, and got off undam- 
aged ; on the 4th entered Drontheim Fiord, and on the 
6th anchored in the harbor ; and ** we were received," 
says Clavering, ** with the greatest kindness and hospi 
taiity." Captain Sabine having completed his experi 
ments here, the Griper proceeded down the fiord on th 
13th of October, was detained in the narrows tall th 
19th, and again windbound till the 3d of December, whe 
she was liberated, and reached Deptford on the 19th i 
that month, 1823. 



We now proceed to give a brief account of Capta 
Sabine^s labors. 

The volume of Captain Sabine, from which the foUo 
ing notice is taken, affords an extraordinary instance 
personal and mental application on distant voyages c 
various climates within the Tropics and the Arctic 
gions, and of intellectual exertion and industry not eaj 
to be paralleled. It consists of more than five hund 
pages of observations, carefully arranged under vari 
heads, made with transit instruments, chronomet 
clocks, and pendulums; containing, besides, numei 
experiments at the several stations touched at by C 
mander Clavering, as already noticed, amounting to € 
in number on the two sides of the Atlantic, at eacl 
which the chief authorities manifested the utmost r 
iness to afford every assistance, both in our own coh 
and at places belonging to foreign powers. 

Any attempt here to explain them would give h\ 
tie notion of the labors successfully accomplishe 
Captain Sabine ; the tables detailing the several kii 
observations must be seen in order duly to appr< 
thebr importance, to say nothing of the calculations 
essary to arrive at the deductions and conclusions ^ 
have resulted from them. The observations mi 
•tated to comnrise a series of six in number at eac 
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Melvifle Island, had taught Captain Sabme to be neces- 
sary, were simultaneously completed with the equip- 
ment of the Griper. That vessel left the Nore on the 
11th of May, and arrived at Hanunerfest, the place des- 
ignated by him as his fii'st station, on the 4th of June. 
A spot was selected for the observations at Fngleness, 
where Mr. Crowe, a gentleman at the head of a large 
commercial establishment, resides, and who gave every 
possible assistance and attention to the party. Here 
Captain Sabine repeated the same routine of observa- 
tions — the transits of the sun and stars — the determina- 
tion of the rate of chronometers by zenith distances— 
the coincidences observed with two pendulums. These 
were all completed by the 23d of June ; the instmmentt 
embarked, and the Griper arrived at Fair Haven, oi 
the coast of Spitzbergen, on the 1st of July. 

The Griper anchored at one of the Norweys, whicl 
forms, with the coast of Spitzbergen, the harbor o 
Fair Haven. Here the experiments [nroceeded withou 
interruption, being the same series as that practiced i 
Hammerfest, and were concluded on Ihe 19th of Jul^ 
From hence Captain Sabine, being desirous of preser 
ing unbroken the continuity of the account of the pendi 
lum experiments, proposed that no time should be k 
in proceeding to a proper station on the east coast < 
Greenland, which the Griper successfully accomplish 
in a higher latitude than is recorded to have been pi 
viously traversed, namely, between the 74th and 7£ 
degrees, in the second week of August. Being stoppt 
however, soon after he had passed the 75th parallel, s 
the season advancing, he returned along the coast t< 
harbor of safe anchorage in latitude 74° 30% Tvhich 
had noticed in passing to the northward. Here 
Griper was anchored, and became the station far c 
ducting the pendulum experiments. 

This harbor is formed by the channel which separi 
the main land from an island, ^n which the experim< 
were made, and which is secured from the accesi 
heavy ice from the ocean by a smaller island in the i 
channel of the entrance. The group, of ^pvhicli tl 
islands form a part, consists of two nearly of the s 
size, and two others much smaller, being rather r 
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fhej mMtmadhtm^hmMifUadmvilA'^ date 
«f 74^ 42^, aad were diiCiiiffviibed bj the oOcen sad 
of the Gfiper br the appelUtioa of the P^^i^am 
It had bee* tt»e mteatine of Vmptmm Smhmm !• 
Reikisrik, in Ir<ilini1, the fflarhidinf ttatttm of tlie 
in the hifffa btitalM ; but wlie« 



17tfa of Septeoiber had amved^ bt^an thaj (onad 

th«iiiselvee ieelf ifawnn^fed frmm ibe GreealM>d ic*^ 

tibe ic M oo of nafifftf i ou dfawmg to • cb»e tba aatain- 

■al giUet alreedy commeoced, vid the oicfau above atx* 

teeo hoan loof — it wai deemMl ooC pmdeot to ryk the 

approach to the coaft of Icelaad. It was, tberefort*, 

thought preferable to recroM the Northern Orrao, and 

to Mek a pendulnm ttatiati on the coart of Norwaj^ 

■eariy in the Mme latitude as Reikiavik ; and Drontheim 

appearing to be the dmmC efigible for the porpose, tha 

Griper arrived there on the cth of October. 

Captain Sabine aajs, ** It had been the good fortnna 
of Captain Clavering and mjaelf to have exoeneoced at 
each of the inhabited statioos which we had Tujtrd tha 
moat marked hospitality and kindness, but at none wera 
ear obfigataons in these respects gn^ater than at Dron- 
theim.** Among others, ne mentions the governor 
(Connt Trampe), Mr. Scbnitler, the British comuJ, and 
BCr. Knntson and bis amiable family, from whom every 
En^hman that visits this part oif Norway is sure to 
meet with a kind receptioo. Every assistance was af- 
lorded toward the accomplishment of this last series of 
experiments, and they were enabled to weigh anchor at 
Drontheim on the 13th of November; bat, owing to vi- 
olent gales of wind and very bad weather, the Griper did 
not arrive at Deptford till the 19th of December, 1(423. 
Captain Sabine savs, the boisterous weather they bad 
was accompanied by very vivid lightning, which is par- 
ticulariy unusual in high latitudes in winter, and by the 
frequent appearance and continuance, for several minutes 
at a time, of b^H« of fire at the extremities of the yard 
arms and mast heads ; of these not less than ei^t were 
counted at one time. 

All the experiments were carefully gone over in Lon- 
don, and examined by the Council of the Royal Society 
and Board of Longitude, with other individuals most 
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conversant in these obeerratioiis, with the 
for determining the Tariatioiis in the length of the i 
onds' pendulum, from whence the following general de- 
duction is drawn for indicating the eDipticity of the 
earthy which is afl that can be given here, &e varioas cal- 
culations and the experiments occupying a lai^e vohmie. 
The result then is : 39*01520 inches is the length of the 
equatorial pendulum ; 0-20245, the increase of gravkatioD 
between the Equator and Pde ; and the ellipticity ^Jj^. 
That deduced ftom the increase of gravitation between 
London and Melville Island was jt^tj* 

Thus, says Captain Sabine, "the attempt to deter- 
mine the figure of the earth, by the variations of gravity 
at its surface, has been carried into full execution on an 
arc of the meridian of the greatest accessible extent, and 
the results which it Has produced are seen to be con- 
sistent with each other, in combinations too varied to ad- 
mit a probability of the correspondence being accidental.** 
They are, in feet, the combinations of Captain Sabine's 
13 stations; of the French savans* 8 stations; of the 
British survey, 7 stations ; making, in all, 28 stations. 

This result, however, of the ellipticity " differs," says 
Sabine, ** more considerably than could have been ex- 
pected from j^ipfs, which had been previously received 
on the authority of the most eminent geometrician of 
the age, as the concurrent indication of the measure- 
ments of terrestrial degrees, of pendulum experiments, 
and of the lunar inequalities dependent on the oblateness 
of the earth." 

The success that has attended the experiment of in- 
vestigating the figure of the earth by means of the pen- 
dulum, encourages, as Captain Sabine thinks, the belief 
that an equally satisfactory conclusion, and one highly 
interesting in the comparison, might be obtained by the 
measurement of, terrestrial degrees ; that is to say, by 
an actual measurement of a degree of the meridian. 
This has, in fact, been done in various parts of the 
worW, but centuries ago, when the instruments were 
inferior, and the mode of their most advantageous em- 
ployquent less understood than at present. In India an 
arc has recently been measured, and one of an old date 
at the Cape of Good Hope remeasored; bat Captain 
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specificany drawn by a letter firom the Baron von Hum* 
boldt to die Duke of Sussex, then President of the 
Koyal Society. In consequence thereof, observatories 
for this special purpose were established at Greenwich, 
Dublin, Canada, Hobart Town, St. Helena, Cape of 
Good Hope, and other places. The .observations made 
at Toronto have been received, examined, and printed, 
under the superintendence of Lieutenant-colonel Sabine 
— a. work of extraordinary care and labor.* He has 
undertaken, besides, to examine and arrange the rest as 
they come in, which it is expected wiU be in the course 
of me present year, 1645. The volume now printed is 
introduced by an able and well-written prefiice by Col- 
onel Sabine. 

* See note in Jntro^biietkmt p. 17. 
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mission from Sir Charles to join Mr. Ritdiie^ m ^emfe- 
man appointed on a mission to Tripofi, Moanouk, aad 
other parts of North Africa, who was most desiriMB of 
having a naval officer to accompany him. Rjtdne died 
shortly after, and Lyon succeeded him ; wiio cooehided, 
reasonably enough, that among the Arab tribes die lte«- 
tenant might advantageously ^e upon him the title of 
captain — a rank which, it appears, he nominally carried 
into the present voyage of diiscoveTy. On his appoint- 
ment to the Hecla he received the rank of conamaiider, 
and on the return of the ships in 1823 was raised to that 
of captain. 

Many of the officers who had served on the first Toy- 
age were employed on this : Hoppner, as lieutenant of 
the Hecla ; Edwards, as surgeon ; Midshipman Paui* 
ER, as lieutenant of the Hecla. The midshipmen Nias 
and Reid were promoted as lieutenants of die Fury, 
and Ross, Bushnan, and Griffiths remained to serve as 
midshipmen. Hooper, the purser, and Hulse, the clerk, 
each continued, as did Allison and Crawford, the Green- 
land master and mate, in the service, and aboard the 
Fury. She had also four midshipmen : two new ones, 
Johh Henderson and F. R. M. Crozier, besides Ross 
and BusHNAN, who had served in the preceding voyage. 
Commander Parry observing on the late expedition a 
large inlet, not less than ten leagues wide at its mouth. 
Opening out on the southern coast of Barrow^s Strait, 
and extending southernly, with an inclination to the 
westward, ran the ships into it, and continued to the 
southward about one hundred and twenty miles. The 
soundings were found to be two hundred fathoms and 
upward. The closeness of the ice, however, to the 
southwest induced him to return to the northward ; but 
his impression was, that this strait might lead to the 
coast of America, and iliat the enst and west ianJi 
which enclose it were pruUabiy iHliiiiiJs j n.m\ ^^- •'^' 
** On an inspection of tin.^ charts, 1 thiuk it w 
pear probable that a coiiittiuuicritiuii will ou 
found to exist between lUis inlet and Hu<l>. 
either through the brond fitid untixplored i-hni 
Sir Thomas Roe's W*;ki>nio> or througli 
which has not yet be@u sutbikctorily ex i < 
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the depth of 460 fathoms the temperature of the sea 
was 40°, that of the surface, 40|°, and that of the air, 
41|°. On the 2d of July they were close to Resolution 
Island, the valleys of which were filled with snow, and, 
with the fog that hung over it, *^ rendered the scene 
before us indescribably dreary and disagreeaUe." '' It 
requires," says Conmiander Parry, " a few days to be 
passed amid scenes of this nature to erase, in a certain 
degree, the impressions left by more animated land- 
scapes ; and not till then, perhaps, does the eye become 
fanuliarized, and the mind reconciled, to prospects of 
utter barrenness and desolation such as these rugged 
shores present." The numerous icebergs, of which 
Commander Lyon counted fifty-four in sight at one 
time, some of them not less than two hundred feet 
above the sea, were not calculated to enliven the scene'. 

On the 2d the ships were dosely beset, though drift- 
ing rapidly about by the tides during the n^t. The ica 
consisted of loose masses of broken floes, among which 
the ships continued to be driven, sometimes in one di- 
rection and then in an opposite one ; and among these 
masses were counted thirty icebergs in si^ at a time, 
many of them whirled about by the tides with great ra» 
pidity. Several of these immense bodies were from fi£- 
ty to ninety feet above the surface of the sea, each prob» 
ably almost as many fathoms below it. The command- 
er, however, states that the bergs which thus drive about 
are less dangerous to approach than those aground, 
against which a ship is liable to be carried with the 
whole force of the tide. 

On the 8th they were still drifting about among the 
ice, close to Resolution Island, without knowing, during 
the night, in what direction they were carried ; but when 
it cleared up, they were surprised to find the Hecbi elev- 
en or twelve miles to the westward, though still beset in 
the ice. On the 9th the ice closed round them, and they 
remained immovably beset for a week, thou^ carried 
by it daily from one to four miles. This is precisely 
what was alluded to at the conclusion of the last expe- 
dition ; and it appears that the two ships were in less 
danger (m fact, there was none) than those on the shore 
of Melville Island. They were stiU, however, in the ea« 
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trance only of Hadson*8 Strait, whicht being exposed to 
the swell of the main ocean, and completely open to the 
influence of the whole Atlantic, has always been consid- 
ered, by the ships of the Hudson's Bay Company, a 
most dangerous and difficult position: three of these 
were seen here in a similar predicament with the discov- 
ery ships. In proceeding up the strait, several Esqui- 
maux canoes, or kayaks, made their appearance, offer- 
ing seal and whale oil, spears, skins of the seal, bear, 
fox, &c., for sale. After them came a large oonUak, or 
woman's boat ; their filthy customs, however, disgusted 
the seamen, who gave them no sort of encouragement. 

** On the whole,'* says Pany, *' it was impossible for 
us not to receive a very unfavorable impression of the 
general behavior and moral character of the natives of 
this part of Hudson's Strait, who seem to have acquired, 
by an annual intercourse widi our ships for nearly a hun- 
dred years, many of the vices which unh^ypily attend a 
first intercourse with the civilized world, without having 
imbibed any of the virtues or refinements which adorn 
and render it happy." 

Having reached Southampton Island, near its northern 
extremity, where the continuity of the land appeared to 
be dissolved. Parry concluded they were not far from 
the eastern entrance of the Frozen Strait, which had 
occasioned so much angry discussion, a hundred years 
ago, as to whether any such strait existed, or whether 
it was not a chimera invented by Captain Middleton. 
As this geographical point had never been decided. Par- 
ty had some difficult in determining the Question of 
trying it or not, as, in his present position wiui regard to 
Kepulse Bay, which he was ordered to examine, the 
distance was not more by passing that strut than fifty 
leagues, whereas, if compelled to pursue a route round 
the south end of Southampton Island, it would make the 
distance from one hundred and seventy to two hundred 
leagues. '* Afber the most anxious consideration, I came 
to Sie resolution of attempting ^e direct passage of the 
Frozen Strait, though, I confess, not without some ap- 
prehension of the risk I was incurring, and of the seri- 
ous loss of time which — in case of failure, either from 
the non-existence of the strait, or from the insuperable 
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obstacles which its name implies — woiild thus be ineri- 
tably occasioned to the expedition." 

His decision was right ; and, though much hampered 
by floes, and hoinmocs, and packs of ice, he was still 
less so than in the neighborhood of Resolution Island ; 
and he was rewarded by the discovery, not far from its 
entrance, of what he calls " a magnificent bay," which 
the officers honored with the name of the ^* Duke of 
York's Bay," having been first entered on his birthday. 
It is situated on the northeasterp extremity of South* 
ampton Island. The bay, however, on the western side 
was shut in by alow shore, which it wa? concluded could 
be no other than '^ the low, shingly beach, like Dungen- 
ess," of Middleton. 

He found it necessary, therefore, to retrace his steps, 
and to encounter once more the Frozen Strait, with its 
rocks and islets, its irregular tides and hommocs of float- 
ing ice ; and what was, perhaps, worse than all, dark, 
fd^gy weather, with compasses that had almost lost their 
action. He soon, however, got into water neariy free 
from ice, which allowed him to proceed westerly, but 
entirely by the lead for five or six hours, when, on the 
weather clearing up, he found himself almost entirely 
surrounded by land, '* having tinconsciously entered Re- 
pulse Bay, in which not a piece of ice was to be seen 
that could obstruct us in its thorough examination." 

This full examination was certainly given to it; and 
whatever doubts might lutherto have been entertained 
respecting its communication with the Polar Sea, Com- 
mander Parry and his party, by their complete investi- 
gation of the whole of its shores, have set that question 
entirely at rest. The boats entered every little creek 
and comer, " and thus was the question settled as to the 
continuity of land round Repulse Bay, and the doubts 
and conjectures which had so long been entertained re- 
specting it set at rest forever." Parry takes the oppor- 
tunity, moreover, of doing ample justice to that injured 
and persecuted navigator, Captain Middleton. ** The 
whole account," he says, " that he has given of this bay, 
with the exception of its geographical position, is in gen* 
eral very accurate, particularly in the appearance of the 
fcuids, their rebtive situation, sod in the nature and depth 
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wbich, oo Deurfy die same day seventy >nme years be- 
fore, so forbtddrng a name had been applied." 

He had not yet, however, got rid of that formidable 
strait, with its obnozioos name. In coasting down the 
northern shore of Repnbe Bay, it was necessary agiun 
to cross the northern part of the Frozen Strait, and pass 
throng Hordes Channel, which was neaify blocked up 
by Bushnan Island, leaving only a narrow passage at 
each extremity to get to the eastward ; and, when pass- 
ed, other islands and narrow channels occm*, among 
which were found such rapid tides, hurling large masses 
of ice about, as to carry die ships every nokoment into 
imminent danger. And when they had in some meas- 
ure got through this labyrinth, after long, anxious, and 
toilsmne labor, a fresh gale from the norSiward, on the 
3d of Septenj)er, drifted the large floe of ice to which 
the ships were attached to a greater distance than '' I 
ever remember," says Parry, " to have happened before 
in the same time under any circumstances." But the 
most mortifying of all was the discovery that, after aB 
their toil, they had been driven back past Baffin Island 
toward the two remarkaMe hills on Southampton Island, 
from which they were at noon not more than seven or 
eight leagues distant. " Thus," says Parry, " after a 
laborious investigation, which occupied one month, we 
had, by a concurrence of unavoidaUe curcumstances, re- 
turned to nearly the same spot bs that on which we had 
been on the 6th of August. This untoward event may 
serve to show the value of even the smallest geographi- 
cal information, in seas where not an hour must be 
thrown away or unprofitably employed." 

The whole of this voyage, from fiie first mitrance of 
Hudson's Strait to the point now reached, has proved 
so harassing, so unproductive, and so dangerous withal, 
as to have required from him who had the conducting 
of it a more than ordinary share of patience, persever- 
ance, and equanimity, possessing a temper not easily 
to be ruffled ; and such an officer was Parry. His 
great object, when in exti^me difficulty, he tells vs, 
was to cheer up the spirits of his people, and to keep 
them constantly on the alert and moving whenever such 
.difficulty occurred, even when there was no prospect of 
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the young ice fast increasing, and a strong tide running 
in the offing, I was obliged to relinquish the idea of 
moving till the morning." On the 8th the thermome> 
ter was down to zero, and the sea was covered with 
young ice, of which we have the following description : 
" The formation of young ice upon the surface of the water 
is the circumstance which most decidedly begins to put a stop 
to the navigation of these seas, and warns the seaman that his 
season of active operations is nearly at an end. It is indeed 
scarcely possible to conceive the degree of hinderance occa- 
sioned by this impediment, trifling as it always appears be- 
fore it is eneoontered. When the sheet has acquirea a thick- 
ness of about half an inch, and is of considerable extent, a 
ship is liable to be stopped by it unless favored by a strong 
and free wind ; and even when still retainine her way through 
the water, at tjie rate of a mile an hour, ner course is. not 
always imder the control of the helmsman, though assisted 
by the nicest attention to the action of the sails, but depends 
upon some accidental increase or decrease in the thickness of 
the sheet of ice, with which one bow or the other comes in 
contact Nor is it possible in this situation for the boats to 
render their usual assistance, by running out lines or other* 
wise ; for, having once entered the young ice, they can only 
be propelled slowly through it by dig^g the oars and boat- 
books mto it, at the same time breakmjg it across the bows, 
and by rolling the boat from side to side. After continoin? 
this laborious work for some time with little good effect, ana 
considerable damage to the planks and oars, a boat is often 
obliged to retom the same way that she came, backing out 
in the canal thus formed to no purpose. A ship in this help- 
less state, her sails in vain expanded to a favorable breeze, 
her ordinary resources idling, and suddenly arrested in her 
course upon the element through which she has been accus- 
tomed to move vdthout restraint, has often reminded me of 
Gulliver tied down by the feeble hands of Lilliputians ; nor 
are the struggles she makes to effect a release, and the appa- 
rent insignincance of the means by which her efforts are op- 
posed, the least just or the least vexatious part of the resent 
blance."— P. 116, 117. 

The expediency of fixing upon some eligible place for 
the security of the ships for the winter could no longer 
be doubted nor delayed. A small island lying off the 
noithem point of the entrance into Lyon's Inlet was 
agreed upon by the two commanders, being found to 
afford good anchoi*age on its southern coast. **We 
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were calculated to excite apprebensions of danger, bat, 
happily, they escaped them all ; and the ships, once 
frozen in and beset by sohd ice, remamed firm as rocks. 
It may be quite certain that nothing was omitted by. 
Parry that could tend to the health and comfort of his 
crew, as due attention to cleanliness, superior warmth, 
drying of clothes, auing the bedding, and sleeping in 
hammocs, by which ventilation is materially promoted. 
He says : 

** While care was thus taken to adopt all physical means 
within our reach for the maintenance of health and comfort 
among the crews, recourse was also had to some of a moral 
nature, which experience has shown to be nsefiil aoziliaries 
in the promotion of these desirable objects. It would, per- 
haps, indeed be difficult to imagine a situation in which cheer- 
fulness is more to be desired, or less likely to be maintained, 
than among a set of persons (and those persons seamen too) 
secluded fqr an uncertain ana indefinite period fi^om the rest 
of the world ; having litde or no employment but that which 
is in a manner created to prevent ialeness, and .subject to a 
decree of tedious monotony ill according with their usual 
habits. It was not, however, simply as a general principle, 
api>Ucable in a greater or less deeree to all situations and 
societies, that the preservation of cneerfiilness and good hu- 
mor v^as in our case particularl^r desirable, but as imme- 
diately connected with tne prevention of that disease to w^hich 
our crews were most liable, and which indeed, in all human 
probability, we had alone any cause to dread. The astonish- 
mg effects produced by the passions of the mind, in inducing 
or removing scorbutic symptoms, are too well known to neea 
confirmation or to admit of doubt; those calculated to excite 
hope and to impart a sensation of pleasure to the mind having 
been invariablv found to aid in a surprising manner the cure 
of this extraorainary disease, and those of an opposite nature 
to aggravate its fatal malignity. As a source, therefore, of 
ratioxul amusement to the men, I proposed to Commander 
Lyon and the officers of both ships once more to set on foot a 
series of theatrical entertainments, feoia which so much bene- 
fit iu this way had on a former occasion been derived. This 
proposal was immediately and unanimously acquiesced in. 
Lyon obligingly undertook to be our manager, and some 
prei>aration having been made for this purpose previous to 
leaving England, every thing was soon armnged for perform- 
ing a ^lay on board the Fury once a fortnight. In this, as in 
more uiportant matters, our former experience gave many 
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osefbl lunto. Our theater was now haH oat oa a larger and 
more commodioiu scale; iti decorations moch inpiored; 
and, what was .more eseendal both to acton and auuence, a 
more efficient plan adopted iar wanning it. bj which wa 
sncceeded in keeping the tempefmtnre several degrees above 
zero on each night of performance tfazoiighoat the wmter.**— 
P. 122, 123. 

And he adds, in a note, 

** I can not omit to mentkm that, jnst befiira we left Eng« 
land, a large and handsome phamiasmagoriaf or magic la»» 
tern, had been presented to me, for the nse of the expeditkio, 
by a lady, who persisted in keeping her name a secret fnmi 
those whom she was thos servmg. This apparatus, which 
was excellent of its kind, was fire^uendj resorted to dnriuff 
this and the succeeding winter; and I am happj to ar^ 
myself of this mode — the only one in my power-Hof dianking 
our bene&ctress, and assuring her that ner p rese nt aflbided a 
fimd of amusement, folly answering her kiiki intentions.'' 

No man was better acquainted widi the ebaimetar aod 
feelings of- seamen than Pany. He knew that iiinlii« 
and other excitements to cbeerfnlneas, if too often re* 
peated with little or no variation, are apt to lose tfaehr 
effect. Fully aware of this, and with a view to h%faer 
objects, it did not escape his reflection that, during the 
long winter nights, when for a certain period the whole 
day was in fact a night, an opportonity nught be afford- 
ed for ihstmcting the men of both ships in at least tiie 
elementary parts of education. To this and be says, 

'< To furnish rational and useful occupation to the men oa 
the other evenings, a school was also established, nnder the 
voluntaiy superintendence of Mr. Hulse, for the instruction 
of such of the men as were wOling to take advantage of this 
opportunity of learningto read and write, or of improving in 
those acquirements. The same plan was adopted on b(mnl 
the Hecla, Benjamin White, one of the seamen, who had been 
educated at Christ-church school, volunteering to officiate tm 
echoolmaster. Tables were set np finr the porpose m the 
midship part of the lower deck; some of the men, already 
thus qualified, undertook the task of assisting in the instroctkni 
of their shipmates ; and thus were about twenty individuals 



belonging to each ship occupied every evening, from six to 

eight oViock^ I made a point of visiting the scnool occasion- 
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^W during the winter, by way of encouraging the men in 
diiis praiseworthy occupation, and I can safely say that I have 
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leldom ezt>erienced feelin-^s cif bigber gtatiti' 
this rare and interesting ^ifilii/*— P. 123, 124. 

And well might he bp grtitified ; for we ?» 
him, on the return of the sships to EoglatJtJ, 
man on board could refts^ his Hible,'* 

Nor were the interest.'ji of science upl 
these domestic arrangeiin^nts were in prov- 
able observatory was orecteJ for rnagii- 
tions, and a house buiJt for the reception ot ' 
instruments for astronomical obser^'fttions, n\ 
experiments recommend ^>ri by a eonimitti 
al Society. In short, nothitif; wrs nej^bir; 
that could contribute to the fulfillment of ( ^ 
received by the comraaiider of the ej^peii^ 
Lords of the Admiralty. 

An observation of Parry shows that tSu' 
mate, equally with our own^ b influtMur 
of the wind. Thus, on the ^tltli ot ' ►i '■ 
wind was N.N.W., tlm tiicjmomot*M' jl^IJ 
yeering to the S.£. on the 24 !h and v 
+23°. "I may possibly," bo saya, ** m 
of affectation in stating that this temperiiti 
too high to be agreeable to n^; but it jn. 
the fact, that every bfxly felt and cotiif 
change. This is explained by ih^iir ^-loti 
fires, and other precautHHis n^ainst the hi 
climate, having been once adapted to n In ^ 
cold, an increase of tiinipt^rature renders ihom * 
ive and inconvenient." Another ctrcimk^tHne© \ 
tioned, which may serve to confinn a conjectc 
has long been maintained by some, thnt ao 
free of ice, exists at or near the Pole. '* On 
November ** says Parry, ** the wind, freshen 
gale fk'om N. by W., lowered the theniiomeb 
midnight to — 6°, whereas a rise of wiod 
Islana was generally accompanied by a bib 
in the thermometer at U»w temporatnfi 
this," he asks, "be occasioned by tiiei 
an open sea in the quarter fwm %vhicli i 
and tends to confinp thci opinion that i 
an open ^ea free of ice exists V^ If t. 
gle night of six montlis' continiJo«s dii 
duce were not dispersed by the L^tureilll 
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"Among die vecrMtkns wluchaflbtded ihe higlieflt gratifi- 
cttMNi to several tamaag us, I nu^mentioQ the musical parties 
we were eniblwl to muster, and wfaidL assembled, on stated 
ereningi tkrou^ioiit the winter, alternately in Commander 
L^m's cabin and in my own. More akillfiil amateurs in music 
Bight wdl haye smiled at these, oar hnmble concerts ; but it 
wm not incline them to think leas of &e science they admire 
to be aasnred that, in these remote and desolate regions of the 
^obe, it has often iiimished ns widi die mostpleasorable sensa- 
tions which oQr sitnation was oqwble of am>nling ; for, inde- 
pendently of the mere gratfficatkm afibrded to tibe ear by music, 
ttiere is, peifa^is, scarcely a neraon in the woiid, really fond 
of it, in whoee nund its soond is not more or less connected 
widi *hiB fitf^-distant home.' There are always some remem* 
branoes which render them inseparable, and those associations 
are not to be demised which, while we are engaged in the 
perfonnance of oar doty, can BtiU occasionaUj transport us 
mto the social circle of oor friends at home, m spite of the 
oceans diat roU between ns. 

** Widi oor time ihos occopied, oor comforts so abundant, 
and die prospect to seaward so enlivening, it would indeed 
have been oor own fimlts had we felt any thing but enjoyment 
in our present state, and the most lively hopes and expecta^ 
tions fer die fntDre."— P. 148. 

The first day of die new year is described as being a 
very severe one in die open air, tbe thermometer down 
to — 229y and the wind blowing strong from the N.W., 
on which it may be observed, tibat the effect of a strong 
breeze on the feelings, even in temperate climates, is 
weD known, but at low temperatures it becomes painful 
and almost insupportable. " Thus," says Parry, " with 
the thermometer at — 55^, and no vnnd stirring, the 
hands may remain uncovered for ten minutes or a quar- 
ter of an hour without inconvenience ; while, with a 
fresh breeze, and the thermometer nearly as high as 
zero, few people can keep their hands exposed so long 
widiout considerable pain." By means of Sylvester's 
stove, however, and a judicious arrangement of the flues, 
no inconvenience was felt in the ships, even at the tem- 
perature of — 59°. 

During the cold mondi of January frequent opportu- 
nities occurred of making a variety of meteorological 
observations on the Aurora Borealis, on parhelia, and 
paraselenae, and, at the same time, Mr. Fisher was fully 
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signs to accompaiiy them to their huts. The descriptiim 
which foUows is curious and interesting : 

** When it is rememhered that these habitations were fullj 
within sight of the ships, and how many eyes were coutinnally 
on the look-out among us for any thing that could afibrd variety 
or interest in our present situation, our surprise may in some 
degree be imagined at finding an establishment of five huts, 
wiu canoes, sledges, dogs, and above sixty men, women, and 
children, as regularly, and to all appearance as permanently 
fixed, as if they had occupied the same spot for the whole 
winter. If the firit view of the exterior or this titde village 
was such as to create astonishment, that feeling was in no 
small degree heightened on accepting the invitation soon 
^ven us to enter mese extraordinary houses, in the construc- 
tion of which we observed that not a single material was used 
but snow and ice. After creeping through two low passages, 
having each its arched door-way, we came to a small circular 
apartment, of which the roof was a perfect arched dome, 
from this three door-ways, also arched and of larger dimen- 
sions than the outer ones, led into as many inhabited apart- 
ments, one on each side, and the other &cing us as we en- 
tered. The interior of these presented a scene no less novel 
than interesting. The women were seated on the beds at 
the sides of the huts, each having her little fireplace, or lamp, 
with all her domestic utensils about her ; the children crept 
behind their mothers, and the dogs, except the female ones^ 
which were indulged with a part of the beds, slunk out past 
us in dismay. The construction of this inhabited part otthe 
huts was similar to that of the outer apartment, being a dome 
formed by separate blocks of enow, laid with great regularity 
and no small art, each being cut into the shape requisite to 
form a substantisd arch, from seven to eight feet high in the 
center, and having no support whatever but what tms princi- 

Sle of building supplied. X shall not here fiurther describe 
le peculiarities of these curious edifices, remarking only that 
a cheerful and sufiicient light was admitted to them by a cir> 
cular window of ice, neatly fitted into the roof of each apart- 
ment,"— P. 106. 

When we reflect how many volumes have been writ- 
ten, how much discussion has taken place, how much 
learned conjecture on the invention and orig^ of the 
arch, even in this later age, what merit are we prepared 
to bestow on one of the most rude, the most simple, and 
most isolated race of human beings that exist ? Nature, 
assisted perhaps by observation, has taught this people 
file true principle and construction of the arch. 
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bis fiddler to exhibit upon the Hecla^s deck, they, danced 
with the seamen for an hour, and then returned in high 
glee and good humor to their huts. Another party took 
great delight in listening to the organ, and to any thing 
in the shape of music, singing, or dancing, of all whi(£ 
they appeared to be remarkably fond. 

The same party were asked to go through the pro- 
cess of building a snow-hut for the amusement and in- 
formation of the Europeans. ** From the quickness," 
says Pany, ** with which they completed this, our sur- 
prise at the sudden appearance of the village ceased, as 
we now saw that two or three hours would be more 
than sufficient to have completed the whole establish- 
ment just as we at first found it." The following day 
a number of natives came on board, according to prcnn- 
ise, to rebuild the hut in a more sul^tantial manner, and 
to put a plate of ice in the roof as a window, which they 
did with great quickness as well as care, several of the 
women cheerfully assisting in the labor. The men 
seemed to take no small pride in showing in how expe- 
ditious and workmanlike a manner they could perfiinrm 
this ; and the hut, with its outer passage, was soon com- 
pleted. But they extend the use of this transparent 
material, applying that of frozen honunocs to other 
purposes. A sledge was required to varry a youth to 
9ome distance, and none at hand : 

" We found, however, that a man, whom we had observed 
for some time at work among the hommocs of ice upon the 
beach, had been emplo}red in catting out of that abundant 
material a neat and serviceable Httle sledge, hollowed like, a 
bowl or tray out of a solid block, and smootiily ronnded at 
the bottom. The thong to which ^e dogs were attached was 
secm^ to a groove cut romid its upper edge ; and the young 
seal-catcher, seated in this simpje venicle, was dragged along 
with great convenience and comfort." — P. 206. 

Captain Parry being desirous of tiying how far ihey 
might be disposed to part with their children, proposed 
to buy a fine lad, named Toolooak, for the valuable con- 
sideration of a handsome butcher's knife. His father, 
apparently understanding the meaning, joyfully accepted 
the knife, and the boy set ofif in high spirits, and at first 
assisted in drawing a sledge ; but beginning, by some 



Digitized 



by Google 



CATTAIV FAftST** nBOOKB TOTAfiB. UT 




.rfl 

To 

nd comidsfvd boDwa fvfly pfivvpcvd !• ■■■ ■• *^7 
into the cdbi^ ** He >■( wtfk Mr/' «7» Pvry. - m* 
dsj fcr • oo^le of bows, S^trtly drawiaf 



■nhiMh, IB •ccspataoB to wlucki be tuuk « £rr«( fcwT • 
and we afksm wero reawdod by tbit cm-vMaaBee «( » 
nmibu' prapeMCy ditfikjrd t^ ha ■ marie n-r.^atrsmmm^ 
oar kmeotMi frwod. Jobs >*ckbe«M.'* lie 
to nj : ^ We oooa 6>«nd tbat Tovknok 
cifcity eyi to tmj ttaant bo rbnii to l 

aad cobU be, ot b» pn— c ac^, 
rity reoBOvod fram b« i iiohbhw. a^d 
tkndinctod to tbe mamm n m imi. 4^ btcber hcinrbti U 
knowiedgp tbaa ifaat of rotrhmg leoh. be wonld ^mpkj 
bare refMid wmj puna h—riiwtd apua b» rdacaUfA."* 

An orertare aiade bj Parry to dua ctfect, amd af n- 
Boriiic bun, faro«^(bt fbmrd, aa tf ma Mteodrd, a f 
trait off 




atbiajoolb, a^d |aitaMy 
i k tbii too toaih doipwiid peofAe. Pairy 

adds: 

** I bod al^^aj* i—ntiiimi a gnmt tJkjjtcUm to iakmg anr 
any lodi indindnal h%im hi* bfime, 00 xi^ <i««-J>d .. '&.«»>- 4 
beoe fit iog hrawftf, or of h» diitng unr •rr> jre to tl** j^JfUC 
at an interpreter. Hj ■cropWon tbi* hrad had brb»*no 
been oonfiiied to tbe lumai* ntyw doe lo tbe BHjrianal \at^ 
•dl^ and to tbe TelatiTes bi? leaves brbind. la oar 
caae, bu ii gi igi , not tbe anollert pablk advaaiafv eaahf be d^ 
mod Iran It ; far it bod kmg axo * 
■booU aeon kHnr noie of tbe 
of tbem were bkeiy to kofa ai EogbA, ■ aoy n— r— Ur p^ 
liod of tine : I vaa, tberefare, fin- frum deunax to recoro 
from Tocdooak an aiMwer in the affinnatrre, wbra I to-dar 
plainly pot tbe qoefUon to him, whether he would ^ with 
me to Kahlooua Soona (Kartw>ean co«mtry)T Nerrr wa# a 
"en nian Tooionak ga 

ea. times, and^tbea told me tfint if he went away 1 
woolday. Tbia wmple bat i i n oMi ni bi ap p e al to f Oi i m a l ai> 
€9ct■x^ 1m decHira manner of laakiBa it, and tbe Ibatiaiei by 
which hia reply waa eridently dictated, were jntt what oaald 




more decinre nesatzve given man Tooionak gare to this mo- 
potaL He eaferty repeated tbe word, Ha^ (No), half a doe- 
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lutve been wished. No more could be necessary to convince 
those who witnessed it that these people may jusdy lay equal 
claim, with onraelves, to these common feelings of oar natare ; 
and Imving once satined myself of this, I determined never 
again to excite in Toolooak's mind another disagreeable sen- 
sation by talking to him on this subject" — ^P. 173, 174. 

On an early visit to the hnts, which was made by 
Parry, he found only women and children, the men 
having sone on a sealing excm^ion ; one of tlie former, 
named Iligliuk, the mo&er of the lad Toolooak, favored 
him with a song, which, he says, gave proof^ of her 
** having a remarkably soft voice, an excellent ear, and 
a great fondness for singing. We had, on their first 
visit to the ships, remarked this trait in Iligliuk^s dispo- 
sition when she was listening, for the first time, to the 
sound of the organ, of which she seemed never to have 
enough, and almost every day she now began to display 
some symptom of that superiority of understanding for 
which she was so remarkably distinguished." 

This Esquimaux female was indeed a most extraor- 
dinary creature, and one that would have distinguished 
herself in any society, not merely by her musi^ cra- 
vings, for her whole soul appears to have been music, 
but more by her untaught intellectual powers. In her 
exhibition of the former quality, on various occasions, 
she is chargeable only with one of the two vices which 
Horace brings against the whole tribe of singers in his 
day — omnibus cantoribtis — so far from requiring to be 
coaxed, she was always most ready to sing ; but Parry 
says, ^* there was scarcely any stopping her when she had 
once begun." A party of her countrywcnuen were one 
day on board, when, to amuse them, the httle band of 
flutes and violins was struck up, and also some songs, 
with which they were all delighted. " I feared," Pany 
says, "that some of them, especially Ili^uk, would 
have gone into fits with rapture whea we introduced 
into om' song some of their names mingled with our 
own." It was enough, we are told, for this interesting 
creature just to make the motion of turning the handle 
of the organ, which, conveying to her mind the idea of 
music, was always sure to put her immediately into 
high spirits. 
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length she had filled ten or twelve sheets, and had com- 
pletely lost sight of Winter Island at the other end of 
the table. Two charts, one made by Uigliuk for Com- 
mander Lyon, are given (in the volume) on a reduced 
scale ; and very extraordinary they are, containing, 
though with much error, a general correct view of the 
coast, and of its communication with the western coast 
of the Polar Sea. Pany says : 

" Being extremely desirous of obtaining more certain infor- 
mation on this part of the subject, it occurred to me to attempt 
the thing with Uigliuk on a smaller scale, such as might ensr 
ble her to keep in view, at the same time, every psut of the 
coast to be delineated. This attempt was also much &vored 
by our having lately obtained the Esquimaux words for the 
four cardinal points of the horizon, which were, therefore, 
j)reviou8ly laid down by lines on the chart. Having, in addi- 
tion to this, delineated the usual portion of the coast, and 
made ILigliuk ' box the compass' repeatedly, so as to render 
her quite fiimiliar with the exact relative position of the lands 
we had laid down, we desired her to complete the rest, and 
to do it mikkce (small), when, with a countenance of the most 
grave attention and peculiar intelligence, she drew the coast 
of the continent be vend her own country, as lying nearly north 
from Winter Island. The most important part still remained, 
and it would have amused an unconcerned looker-on to have 
observed the anxiety and suspense depicted on the counte- 
nances of our part of the group tiU this was accomplished, 
for never were the tracings of a pencil watched vdm more 
eager solicitude. Our surprise and satisfaction may therefore, 
in some degree, be imaemed when, without takmg it fitjm 
the paper, lligliuk brougnt the continental coast short round 
to the westward, and afterward to the S.S.W., so as to come 
within three or four days' journey of Repulse Bay. The coun- 
try thus situated upon the shores of the Western or Polar Sea 
is ccdled AkkooleCy and is inhabited by numerous Esquimaux ; 
and half way between that coast and Repulse Bay Ihgliuk 
drew a lake of considerable size, having small streams run- 
ning from it to the sea on each side. To this lake her coun- 
trymen are annually in the habit of resorting during the sum- 
mer, and catch there lar^e fish of the salmon kind, while on 
the banks are found abundance of reindeer. To the westward 
of Akkoolee, as far as they can see from the hills, which she 
described as high ones, nothing can be distinguished but one 
wide-extended sea. Being desirous of seeing whether Ihgli- 
uk would interfere with Wager River, as we know it to exist. 



Digitized 



by Google 



CAFTIAIV PABBT*« 9MCOM9 YOTAOB. Ill 

I ii i qai f J bar to cotMae the rtmm \m t to th<> ijmh w Mj of 
AkkDofee^ wiira dw immrdJAirlT dnipprd tbp pmcal* and njd 
ike kww no mora about it.**— P. 197, 1^. 

Wei uu^ Fvnj oooeider this new infoniMtioo, thae 
wwxpectadly opened to him, m a Mti<£K>tunr proaprct 
flf hk aooo romidiiif the Dortheeat^ni point m Ammcm, 
which, ia point of fiKrt, he aahaeqaendj di«coTerv«d to be 
«, aad wkeret reprMeoted by thw intWtiKrot womaa. 
To her akme, therefore, ia th«* merit due of the diarov- 
err of the extreme Dorthem boamUry of Amenc*, or, 
which ia the aame thiof, the Darthra«t4»rD ritmuity of 
that oootjaent, which Captain Parry » U4il, w bia m* 
a tr uc ti uaa, to be the object next to the fiodjo^ a pawaige 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific Itiatmethathenuxfat, 
in his piu f ^i ^eaa along the coavt on which he waa about to 
proceed, have made the diaroreiy, but the confidence he 
placed in the indication he had acquired from the Kwpii- 
maux kd J waa aofllcient to induce a more than conunun 
atte n ti on to the apoC where it receiTed ful ronfirmatjon. 

Nor were the powers of mind in thia auprrior wocnan 
confined to the lore of muaic, or drawing, or needle- work ; 
every thing ahe obaerred the people of the ahipa to be 
empiored upon cani^ht her attention. One day, accom- 
panied by her hnabaod and aon, they paid a vuit to the 
ahipa, and the aeaa on for departure approaching, being 
doMrons, says Parry, of entertaining them well, after 
providing abundance to eat, we showed them every thing 
about the ship that we thought likely to amuse them : 

" Of an the wonders they had ever witne — ed on board, 
diere vras nothing that wenied to imp n — tbem ao «tniof)T 
with a sense of our lopenority bm the ibffxe, and the wora 
which the armorer pertormed with it The weklins of rwro 
pieces of iron especially excited their admiration, antl I never 
■aw Tlig^*"^ express so marh artoiij«hineiit at any thing be- 
fore. Even in this her superior good lenAe was obaerrable, 
for it was evident that the ntiltty of what she mw gobiff on 
was what forced itulf npon her mind ; and ihe watched er- 
ery stroke of the hammer, and each blast of the bellow*, with 
extreme eagemeas, while nomben of other Eaqoimaax looked 
stupidly on, withont expressing the smallest curiosity or in- 
terest in &e operation, except ^ desiring to have some fpear 
heads frshioned out by this means/' — P. 210. 

Her attention to her hutband, who was taken ilL waa 
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Teiy striking. Having, together with him, been three 
hours on a sledge, Mr. Bushnan, who was of the party, 
told Parry that Iligliuk had scarcely taken her eyes off 
her husband^s face the whole time, and seemed almost 
worn out with fatigue and anxiety. Her husband took 
a dose of physic for the first time in his life, and not 
without great dread ; ** before he put the cup to his lips 
with one hand, he held on by his wife with the other, 
and she by him with both hers, as though they expected 
an explosion. Iligliuk had one side of her hair loose, and 
now bosened the other also, fancying Okotook to be 
worse ; for even in this sequestered comer of the globe 
disheveled locks bespeak mourning." Hers, however. 
Parry says, was not the mere semblance of grief, for she 
was really much distressed throughout the day. 

It is pleasing to dwell on these amiable traits of char- 
acter in one whom the world at large would set down, 
being an Esquimaux, as little, if it all, removed from the 
ordinary race of savages ; Bnd it is only from such a man 
as Parry and his associates that her virtues, and her un- 
accountable strength and clearness of understanding, could 
have been brought out and duly appreciated. Would 
that, by making publicly known to the world this de- 
spised and persecuted race (for nothing short of per- 
secution could have driven them to take up then* abode 
in these extreme parts of the globe, amid ice and snow, 
where worse than Cinunerian darkness dwells for half 
the year) — ^would that they might be looked upon more 
generaUy than they are as rational beings, and treated 
accordingly. Theirs, it must be confessed, is a most 
cruel and wretched lot, for whom any permanent relief 
appears to be hopeless, surrounded as they are in every 
part of the coast-land bounding the dreary Polar Sea— - 
in Asia, Europe, and America-^and driven as they are 
into by-creeks and comers, or what is still worse, by the 
savage Indians of the northern parts of America, to the 
veiy shores of that sea — the Ultima Thule of all civili- 
zation — what hope, then, is there that any change or 
any exertion of humane and well-disposed communities 
can afford them relief from a state of perpetual oppres- 
sion, misery, and starvation ? 

At the same time that Parry dwells with pleasure on 



Digitized 



by Google 



ft ii^t^^-jr -^* 



Digitized 



byGoOglj 



134 ARCTIC VOYAGfiS. 

mation &r above her compamons ; and I often heard otheri 
express, what I could not but agree in, that for Bigliuk alone, 
of all the Esquimaux women, that kind of respect would be 
entertained which modesty in a female never &ils to com* 
mand in our sex. Thus regarded, she had always been free- 
ly admitted into the ships, me quarter-masters at the gangway 
never thinking of refusmg entrance to the * wise woman/ as 
they called her. Whenever any explanation was necessary 
between the Esquimaux and us, Iligliuk was sent for, quite 
as an interpreter; information was chiefly obtained through 
her, and she thus found herself rising into a degree of conse- 

?[uence to which, but for us, she could never have attained, 
t may not, therefore, be wondered at if' she became giddy 
with her exaltation, assuming airs which, though infinitely d> 
verified in their operation, according to circumstances, per- 
haps universally attend a too sudden accession of good for- 
tune in every child of Adam from the Equator to the Poles. 
The conse(}uence was, Iligliuk was soon spoiled ; considered 
her admission into the ships, and most of the cabins, no lon- 
ger as an indulgence, but a right ; ceased to return the sUght- 
est acknowledgment for any kindness or presents; became 
listless and inattentive in unraveling the meaning of our ques- 
tions, and careless whether her answers conveyed the infor- 
mation we desired. In short, Iligliuk in February and Hi- 
gliuk in April were confessedly very different persons ; and it 
was at last amusing to recollect, though not very easy to per- 
suade one's self, that the woman who now sat demurely m a 
chair, so confidently expecting the notice of those around her, 
and she who had at first, wim ea^er and wQd delight, assist- 
ed in cutting snow for the buildmg of a hut, and with the 
hope of obtaining a single needle, were actually one and the 
same individual."— P. 219, 220. 

Ilighuk was unquestionably altered and spoiled, and to 
Captain Parry and his associates was owing the meta- 
morphosis ; but it was a natural consequence, and could 
not be otherwise ; nor does the change in her conduct 
detract in any degi'ee from that quiet, orderly, and cheer- 
ful behavior which prevailed sdmost universally among 
the tribe to which she belonged. 

Of the peculiar habits, the disposition, the general char- 
acter, the resources and employments, and the state of 
society among these poor creatures, doomed to consume 
their Ihres in this country, the most dreary and dismal, 
perhaps, in the whole world. Parry has given a full ac- 
eomit in his concluding chapter. Here, however, the 
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•ad kmw, vfan «bi? sk^fvri mmmn m te -vpM* ^ 
tbe teal iwi the wikwL m^art. m adm-mi^ v la u» j i^^- 

•at I t l ffc it rj iwi warAJilMii M «K Uar r» £te «bw» 

tribe BHjr he tmtd »d ^ famH a. • ma^ ^ ^arm^tm^ 
HadthejMC 




J «r 

bappT iwi liM^itMl tf-so^T ca: a^c aac tt« ^Mac aa»- 

deprived, fiv da^r* m^a ier. i^ i^c aaic tifv. aac :m«u 
gwiialMi to whaA XMm-j «e^ ciaMaMt^ iawr l«u «» 

tfcflM ta he paavideai. 7 te^ inr a« inai ari a <mi 
wkk dual m m aHrvr* a {««« ar a laHMt ter^ m d ^^ 
at aaj peried vf liie <ln wan. ijr^iM» ar* u ^ ai^ 
finom five te etchc pe^^ «^ am— ii»#c ¥ iw «&«« aa 
October, wbea the aucne-r^ aaaiMa !«•• amM-c :i««a 
the au utl iw ai d — die aiu<^HML ttar rv«ici*«-*' tb* iMna- 
the swaaa, awl i Mi aai oet>«*r i«nft-a «>»' man lai fc — 1i«i7 
are at4e ta |amai e a pooc »upv«7 *^ Wuc aut tanai i«^ 

tbefleali witklbete«riiieaMaH.'aaC aM« a Ittta ^ 
what tbey cal ^aau^tfrn. kr p i onnla * a oeaifHHiid 
wel ksowB ta ear ArcSMt vw-a^nn. ii. Um- eann part 

Iikod be^BB ta iai|,i all firaB tbf i n < im t» tyr «M«r 
ward ID qoeata^ feed: awi tur ci aiir» «/ M-jt^r a. ttf^r 
ODce bappy iMigli ■ aad sarv «afM«-i^ ai •*•■» *•*• 



"On goiaf oattofcevjja^.wrfcaad 4«r aatf W Utr ^m*- 
pie had quktod tbea* bte i.*u«tiaiua*. taoji^ vitti laea. 44^ 
ery article of their property, aad tad pmut im^ Us» mm mm 
knew DOC where, ai qeo* of mian a i wi K H a t k>uC 7 1« 
wretched appearance which 4e aiienrjr «f Iter miW mm >*ta- 
tented beSe. all de«np6oa. In «»rt U ti^ iaryi^ mi« 

ame of the apartmenta were eiAer wtr^r w «b puf* f 

ed,die Teiy mow whidi coatpoaed Ae Ud* airf fcw 
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having been tamed up, that no article might be left behmd. 
Even the bare walls, whose original color was scarcely per- 
ceptible for lampblack, blood, and other filth, were not left 
perfect, lai^e holes having been made in the sides and roo& 
K>r the convenience of handing out the goods and chattels. 
The sight of a deserted habitation is at all times calculated 
to excite in the mind a sensation of dreariness and desolation^ 
especially when we have lately seen it filled with cbeerfiil 
inhabitants ; but the feeling is even heightened rather than 
diminished when a small portbn of these inhabitants remain 
behind to endure the vn*etchednes8 which such a scene ex- 
hibits. This was now the case at the village, w^here, thougU 
the remaining tenants of each hut had combined to occupy 
one of the apartments, a great part of the bed-places were 
still bare, and the wind and drift blowing in through the 
holes which they had not yet taken the trouble to stop up. 
The old man Hikkeiera ana his wife occupied a hut by tnem- 
selves, without any lamp or a single ounce of meat belonging 
to them ; while three small skins, on which the former was 
bring, were all that they possessed in the way of blankets. 
Upon the whole, I never beheld a more miserable spectade, 
and it seemed a charity to hope that a violent and constant 
coush with which the old man was afflicted would speedily 
comnine with his age and infirmities to release him from his 
present sufferings. Yet in the midst of aU this he wus even 
cheerful, nor wbs there a gloomy countenance to be seen at 
the village."— P. 201, 203. 

There is something very extraordinary, as it would 
appear, in the physiccd constitution of- these people. At 
this moment, when in want of every kind of subsistence, 
and kept alive by the distribution of bread-dust, on a 
hint from the commander that he wished the females 
to let him witness some of their games, the proposal was 
scarcely made before every female that was left in the 
village, not excepting even the oldest of them, joined in 
the performance of singing and in never-ceasing merri- 
ment and laughter. " Neither the want of food and fu- 
el, nor the imcertain prospect of obtaining any that night, 
were sufficient to deprive these poor creatures of that 
cheerfulness and good humor which it seems at all times 
their pecuUar happiness to enjoy." Their hilarity was 
not disturbed this night, for positive intelUgence anived 
from the ice that two walruses had been taken. " If,*' 
says Parry, "the women were only cheerful before* 
they were now abs'4utely frantic." 
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Th« end of May hsrmf vrnml, and lh# K«f«Nii«v« 
being readj to depivt to th^ ootthward. th«* #'/«uifMi<d«ir 
made th<*m what tfa^ rmMid#>r«^ • iri"^ valuNfjt** f/r • • 
ent, which prodorf^ m thr w'/cnm suf h irrjrfi'rfl*'r»'« fiU 
of laughter a« to UDoant ahnrivt *o » ) m*» rtt • whi' h m« r« 
succeeded by a flood of t*^*n, Tu*- n»» tt ^ • hm '1 lUmnM. 
fbt though U*M Doiaj m tht-ir »/ »i*<y«» *• :„ -tt* tt*» * < >« 
taking their departorp,** amy i'mrry. • Us»-*» pM^ iiu- 
mored and ©rer-cherrful pr^'tA*- »t»-*-*M u* «kiii4 tiAi«« 
cheers in the true KaUufioa (Kff, I ••'• •«>»«' 

Little deaerriiki^of notir** arr'jrr*^ *iit t|^ if«wM.* uf 
Juoe, when the exp«^rtvin aiao «a« f#r« \mtf.t / i«i 4* jmft 
to the northward \fy ctittin* ««it tf-«- »'j (« ffixji t\M 
ice, taking down the tir^** ar«d rt«*' '/'»* r> ■*'/#)' . nu^ t lU' 
barking die instrunv-ut* : trjt. U'j<>r*- k-«kii>^ U iuu# 
Island, after a Tt^tdfUf*' *A wsmt ufntUtr. < iMiuu^^Ut 
Parry state*, ^ It berMu*-* lu} p«iiif •«, du' v w luii. (imu 
these busy occupatMUM, wiAf-r** wiMUMfjui.. * t*** Hukj***, 
and hope prrrajftr<L tu tt»#* m»^. and mtt^ uu. m* 4m«4 • i4 
sickness and ctf'd#«Sfa. fur i»i*i. ^^t ut '*!«•« n«<: it pu^*** 
the AhnigfatT to risit as s< ttu* prf h^ " 'i w</ *« «ii.t u, 
Soater and Iteid ta Pvrr** r-ii \ 4i»4: Ui<l vu« JVm- 
gle, in Lyoo's- TIi^t w#-rr Uuru-^ in tt**- iNiui* f;iaw ; 
die former with a handMmw toint* i#f Mt4>t«i- ku^ ij«<if ur 
orer it, and a ilab irf" the sauw kujd. wiMj n toait«iu»t ua< 
scripCiDii, over the latt«Y. 

It was not til the "M of iutv fhaC tlu* ship* w«*re 
moved oat ctf* thetr wiat*y • do«*k< aod they pu« tu m's uu 
the 6th widi bo very iatorahie ayspft(:«« of what Has to 
befidl them in tber pit*in ea s to the northward, aioo^ tlie 
eastern coast of North AjU4^H:a. 'J 'he dMa^«'t» tiuU 
tiiireateoed tfaeoi al otartini^ wiU he aoeu Umu <J<M o iiuui « . i - 
er Lyoa's report : 

** The flood tide *«— ^f down kMd«d witU * aMwe thau <«*• 
dinary <|ttaattity of ioe. ymmmtd tut> najp V4*r)r HMwii L»eiMeeo 
six and aevea AJiL. ana reoderod it niifiiwwa ry to nui <mt um 
aUeai caUe, ia add nil's to tue hawMMi» wiiic:ii wer« Imk w 
the lawl ioe. Thi» wa* ncaroely anrwi— j4iirii<w;i Mrh**u a v«ry 
heavy ai^ rrtf^irr floe took tite flhip ou her brm^ f i w^ ir. tuid, 

her alera at if hr the actkia of a w«t<jU«. Tim w4-i|dUt, e\<*ry 
' naiiiif^ oUi^ad as to veer on the hawaem. whoae 
ISO gPBst ac oeaff4y to e«t thmas^ the Uo^teads, 
M2 
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and ultimately set &em on fire, so that it became requisite 
for people to attend with buckets of water. The pressure 
was at length too powerful for resistance, and the stream ca- 
ble, with two six and one five inch hawsers, went at the same 
moment. Three others soon followed. The sea was too full 
of ice to allow the ship to drive, and the only way by which 
she could yield to the enormous weight whicn oppressed her 
was by leaning over Uie land-ice, while her stem, at the same 
time, was entirely lifted more than five feet out of the water. 
The lower deck becmis now complained very much, and the 
whole frame of the ship underwent a trial which would have 
proved fieital to any less strengthened vessel. At this moment 
the rudder was unhung with a sudden jerk, which broke up 
the rudder case and struck the driver boom with great force. 
In this state I made known our situation by telegraph, as I 
clearly saw that, in the event of another floe backmg the one 
which lifted us, the ship must inevitably turn over, or part in 
midships. The pressure which had been so dangerous at 
length proved our friend, for by its increasing weight the floe 
on which we were borne burst upward, unable to resist its 
force. The ship righted, and, a small slack opening in the 
water, drove several miles to the southward before she could 
be again secured to get the rudder hung; circumstances 
much to be regretted at the moment, as our people had been 
employed wim but little intermission for three days and 
nights, attending to the safety of the ship in this dangerous 
tideway."— P. 258. 

The Fury had almost as narrow an escape as the 
Hecla. The next day the Fury for an hour or two was 
continually grazed, and sometimes heeled over, by a de* 
gree of pressure which, under other circumstances, 
would not have been a moderate one. 

" A little before noon, a heavy floe, some miles in length, 
being probably a part of that lately detached from the shore, 
came driving down fest toward us, giving us serious reason 
to apprehend some more fatal catastrophe than any we had 
yet encountered. In a few minutes it came in contact, at th6 
rate of a mile and a half an hour, with a point of the land-ice 
left the preceding night by its own separation, breaking it up 
with a tremendous crash, and forcing numberless immense 
masses, perhaps many tons in weight, to the height of fifty or 
sixty feet, from whence they again rolled down on the inner 
or land side, and were quickly succeeded by a fresh supply. 
While we were obliged to be quiet spectators of this grand 
but terrific sight, bemg within nye or six hundred yards of 
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the pont, die danger to oanehrea ww twofeU ; fine, leat tli* 
fioe ■huaVi now swiiMr m, and ■prre iw nmrh in Um* Mine 
mim er ; snd, ■ecmnHly, leat its prMtore ahooJd drtarb die 
hnd-ioe to which we were Mctuvd, and tfaiw wt i» adrift to 
the mercy' of the tide*. Happilj, h o w e ver , oritfaer of th«<«e 
occurred, the floe remaining atatiaiianr fcr the reaC of the 
tide, and letting off with the ebb which made hmii after.**— 
P. 260. 

In nddJtkNi to the danger which threeteoed to cnuh 
and overwhehn the ahipa amoog theae tremeodcNia mait 
ea of ice tfaiu thrown into vioieot ooounoCaoo, waa tb« 
chance of being beaet in the midat of the lloea, and in 
that helpleaa atate awepc away with the flood tide and 
cmrent to the aontfaward, and drifted back again to 
Southampton laland, aa had happened to them before, 
and thna acain would the labor of weeka be tnevitablj 
bat. Bj me 12th of JnJy, however, afW long and im* 
remitting peraeverance, and by taking adrairtage of every 
opening ud breeie of wind to move the ahipa to thia 
northward, they had reached the buitade of 67^ 18'. op- 
poaite to a coonderable opeoing in the knd, o«t of which 
a strong current waa obaerved to aet into the aea. It 
had not the least appearance of a paaaage ; bat aa it of- 
fered a aecurity against any ice coming in. Parry deter- 
mined to anchor aa near it as possible, and to examine 
what he justly supposed to be a freah-water river; and 
a freah-water river, as may be auppoaed, was too great 
a luxury, as wefl as norelty, in a region orif ice and snow, 
to be slightly paaaed over. The boata of both ahipa were 
therefore employed in landing partiea to partake of thia 
oasia in the desert. 

** Landing on the soiith ihore and hanling the boati np 
above high-water mark, we nunbled ap the banks of the 
ftream, which are low next the water, bat rise almost im- 
mediately to the height of about two hondred feet As we 
proceeded we gradiully beard the noise of a &11 of water ; 
and being presently oblij^ed to strike more inland, as the 
bank beoune more precipitous, soon obtained a fresh view 
of the stream, mnning on a much higher level than before, 
and «i*Aing with great impetuosity down two small cata- 
racts. Jost below this, however, where the nver tarns al- 
most at a right angle, we perceived a much greater spray, 
as well as a louder sound ; and haying walked a short dis- 
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tanoe down the bank, middenly came opon the principal &I1« 
of whose magnificence I am at a loss to give any adequate 
description. At the head of the fall, or where it commences 
ita prmoipal descent, the river is contracted to about one 
hundred and fifty feet in breadth, the channel being hol- 
lowed out through a solid rock of ^eiss. After &lling 
about fifWen feet, at an angle of 30^ with a vertical line, the 
width of the stream is still narrowed to about forty yards, 
and tlieu, as if musterinj; its whole force previous to its final 
descent, is precipitated m one vast continuous sheet of water 
almost perpendicularly for ninety feet more. So nearly, in- 
deed, is the rock perpendicular, that we were enabled to let 
down a sounding lead and line for the purpose of measuring 
its actual height, while a man descended m>m crag to crag 
with a seco^ lino attached to him, to see when the lead 
touched the water below. The dashing of the water from 
such a height produced the usual accompaniment of a cloud 
of spray, broaa columns of which were constantlv forced up, 
like the successive rushes of smoke from a vast nimace, and 
on this, near the top, a vivid irit or rainbow was occasion- 
ally formed by the brijijht rays of an unclouded sun. * The 
roaring of the mountam-cataract,' which constitutes a prin- 
cipal feature of the sublime in scenery of this magnincent 
nature, was here almost deafening ; and as we Were able to 
approach the head of the fall even so close as a single yard, 
the very rock seemed to suflfer a concussion under our feet 
The basin that receives the water at the foot of the fall is 
nearly of a circular form, and about four hundred yards in 
diameter, being rather wider than the river immediately 
below it. The fall is about three quarters of a mile above 
our landing-place, or two miles and a quarter from the en- 
trance of the river. After remaining nearly an hour, fixed, 
as it were, to the spot by the novelty and magnificence of the 
scene before us, we continued our walk upward alon^ the 
banks, and, af^r passing the two smaller cataracts, found the 
river again increased in width to above two hundred yards, 
winding in the most romantic manner imaginable among the 
hills, and preserving a smooth and unruffled surface for a dis- 
tance of three or four miles that we traced it to the southwest 
above the fall. What added extremely to the beauty of this 
picturesque river, which Commander Lyon and myself named 
after our mutual friend, Mr. Barrow, secretary to the Admi- 
ralty, was the richness of the vegetation on its banks, the en- 
livening brilliancy of a cloudless sky, and the animation giv- 
en to the scene by several reindeer that were grazing beside 
the stream."— P. 264, 265. 
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tempt the Davigation of the strait. The ships made sev- 
eral ineffectual endeavors ; but the whole entrance, up 
to the narrowest part, was so blocked up with old ice not 
likely to remove, and the middle of August having ar- 
rived, he determined at least to satisfy his mind as to its 
communication with the Polar Sea. 

It will readily be believed that " every hour's delay 
added an indescribable weight to his anxiety *,'* and ** stop- 
ped," he says, " as we had now been, at the very thresh- 
old of the Northwest Passage for nearly four weeks, 
without advancing twice as many miles to the westward, 
suspense at such a crisis was scarcely the less painfvd 
because we knew it to be inevitable." He therefore de- 
term'med on attempting a journey to the westward, en- 
deavoring first to reach some of the islands lying in that 
direction, and by passing from one to the other, at lengtli 
to gain the main land, from whence it might not, per- 
haps, be difficult to travel to the strait itseff, and " thus 
to end every doubt as well as every conjecture respect- 
ing it." 

Accoixlingly, on the 14th of August he set out, cm the 
17th crossed the Bouverie Islands, and on the following 
day arrived at a peninsula, which he examined, and pro- 
ceeded to its extreme northern point, which waa found 
to overlook the narrowest part of the desired strait, of 
which he gives the following brief account : 

" The Btrait lay iininediatel]r below us, in about an east and 
west direction, being two miles in width, apparently very 
deep, and with a tide or current of at least two knots, setting 
the loose ice through to the eastward. Beyond us, to the 
west, the shores again separated to the distance of several 
leagues, and for more than three points of the compass in that 
direction no land could be seen to the utmost limits of a clear 
horizon, except one island six or seven miles distant. Over 
this we coula entertain no doubt of having discovered the 
Polar Sea; and, loaded as it was with ice, we already felt aa 
if we were on the point of forcing our way through it along 
the northern shores of America. 

" After dispatching one of our party to the foot of the point 
for some of the sea water, which was found extremely salt to 
the taste, we hailed the interesting event of the morning by 
three hearty cheers, and by a sm^ extra allowance of grog 
to our people, to drink a swe and speedy passage through the 
channel just discovered, which I ventuiea to name, by antb 
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well as that every informatioD should be gaiDed, as to the 
length of the strut, and the extent of the fixed ice there- 
in. For this purpose, three exploring parties were sent 
out in different directions ; that for deciding the point in 

Question consisted of Mr. Bushnan with three men, un- 
er the orders of Lieutenant Reid, who was instructed 
to proceed along the northern coast of the strait to tbe 
westward, to gun as much information as possible re- 
specting the termination of the strait, and to return to 
the ships in four days. By his report it appears that, 
by an observation on the second day of his journey, the 
latitude he reached was 70° 00' 05'', and that from this 
point he could perceive that the opposite or main-land 
(that is, the south shore of the strait) gradually trended 
to the southward, leaving a broad entrance into the west- 
em sea. He says : " The weather being clear, afforded 
us an extensive prospect to the westwaixl, and we could 
DOW perceive that a bluff near the north shore, which 
had before appeared insular, formed, in reality, the north- 
ern point of the entrance, and I named it Cape Hallow- 
elU out of respect to Vice-admiral Sir Benjamin Hallow- 
ell." To a fine bay on the Cockbum-Island shore (the 
north) he gave the name of Autridge, and to an inlet in 
the same land that of White ; and he concludes this part 
of his report by saying that " the opening of the strait 
into the Polar Sea was now so decided, that I consider- 
ed the principal object of my journey accomptished.** 
It would have been more satisfactory if Mr. Reid had 
been a little more circumstantial in his observation on the 
two western points of the strait ; that which is named 
Englefield on the chart, but by whose authority does 
not appear, is not mentioned as a cape, gradually trend- 
ing to the southward, and leaving a broad entrance into 
the Western Sea. It may hardly be necessary to ob- 
serve that a point of land seen obliquely from a distance 
of twenty or thirty miles must be very unsatisfactorily 
laid down on paper. The width between the two shores 
opening into the sea appears to be about six or seven 
miles, which, compared with its length of sixty miles, 
can scarcely be called a " magnificent passage." Its ca- 
pacity, however, notwithstanding the obstructing islands, 
. may be amply sufficient to admit a passage into the Po- 
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attended with a propordoiiate degree of-saooeas, and Utdo «t- 
is&ctkni remamed to na at the close of the seasoa bat the coa- 
iciooaneas of haying left no meana within our reach ontr^ 
that could in any y^ay promote our object. It reqnired, in- 
deed, but a aingie glance at the chart to perceive mat what- 
ever the laat aummer'a navigation had added to our geograph- 
ical knowledge of the eastern coast of America and its adja- 
cent lands, very Httlo had in reality been effected in farther- 
ance of the Northwest Passage. Even the actoal diacovety 
of the desired opening into the Polar Sea had been of no prac- 
tical benefit in the proaecotion of oor enterpriae ; ibr we had 
only diaoovered tfaia channel to find it impaaaable, and to aee 
the barriers of nature impenetrably cloaed agaiaat na, to the 
utmost limit of the navigable aeaaon. 

'' Vieyying the matter in this light, it appeared to resolve 
itself into the single miestion, by what means the resources 
of the en)editj^on coula possibly be extended beyond the pe- 
riod to which they yyere at present calculated to last, namdy, 
the close of the year 1824. Only one expedient soggested 
itself by which mat obiect ooold he attaineo, and this I deter- 
mined to adopt, ahonld no unforeseen cxscurrence arise to pre- 
vent it. It was, to aend the Hecla to Kngland in the follow- 
ing aeaaon, taking from her a twelvemonth'a proviaiona and 
fuel to complete the Fury*B reaources to the end of the year 
1825, and men continuing our efforts in that ship singly as 
long as a reasonable hope remained of our ulthnate success. 
One or two collateral advantages occurred to me as likely to 
be derived from this plan, the first-of which yyaa the oppor- 
tonity ^ns afforded of transmitting to the Lords Commission- 
ers of-the Admiralty a frill aoooont of oor past prooeedingB 
and present situation and intentkmB, whereby, penuqis, much 
needleaa anxiety on our account might be prevented. It 
woold also, aa I hoped, allow their lordahipa the option of 
making any alteration which they might now deem requisite 
in the airangements pointed out m my instructions respecting 
the ship to be sent to meet us near Behring's Strait, for which 
the orders might not, perhaps, leave En^^land before the arri- 
val of the Hecla there in the autnnm of 1823. These were, 
however, minor and less important considerations ; my prin- 
cipal object and determination being to perwvere, to the ut- 
most extent of our resources, in the prosecutkm of Uie enter- 
prise with which I had the honor to be charged. Having 
suggested this expedient to Captain Lyon, I ht^ much aati»- 
&ction in finding hia opinion entirely coincide y^th my own, 
and ytrithout at preaent mentiomng it to the other individuals 
belonging to the expedition, we continued to consult together 
from tnne to time during the yyinter conceniing the anango* 
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own exertioDfl : a girdle which she constantiy wears, sa 
a proud trophy of her 8od*s exploits ; and/' he adds, 
** there are few mothers, indeed, who mi^it not be 
proud of such a son as Toolooak, who, on longer ac- 
quaintance, quite maintained his former character, of 
possessing many excellent qualities both of head and 
heart." I'oor Iligliuk ! a name appearing to be no Ion- 
ger remembered but as Toolooak's mother ; but Parry 
no doubt meant to say that Toolooak wore the girdle, 
"which was worn (ttsitatty) round the waist of his 
mother." But enough for me present of the Esqui- 
maux. 

The appearance of scurvy in some slight but unequiv- 
ocal symptoms could scarcely be a subject of wonder, 
considering the length of time the ships' crews had no 
other dependence than upon their own resources, unas- 
sisted as they had been by any supply of fresh anti- 
scorbutic plants or other vegetables, a case unparal- 
leled in the annals of navigation. The month of August 
had commenced, when, as Parry observes, " incredible 
as it may appear, the ships were as securely confined 
in the ice as in the middle of winter, except fliat a pool 
of water about twice their own length in diameter was 
now open around them. 1 determined, therefore," he 
adds, " notwithstanding the apparent hopelessness of 
sawing our way through four or five miles of ice, to be- 
gin that laborious process." By the 6th of August 
about four hundred yards of ice were sawn through and 
floated out, leaving now a broad canal eleven hundred 
yards in length. Through this, and by the disruption 
of the floe, the Fury was liberated and floated into open 
water on the 8th of August, and on the 12th was fol- 
lowed by the Hecla. Parry, now that the ships were 
once more afloat, began to reflect on what he had pro- 
posed to do on the return of summer. 

** When the lateness of the season to which the ships had 
now been detained in the ice is considered, with reference to 
the probability of the Fury's effecting any thing of importance 
during the short remainder of the present smnmer, it will not 
be wondered at that, coupling this consideration with that of 
the health of my officers and men, I began to entertain doubts 
whether it would still be prudent to adopt the intended meas- 
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and Heda^ and tliat it is not until that period lliat yon 
will be enabled to re-examine its western entrance." 
And he wisely concludes by advising that the Fury and 
Heda return to England together, which Parry as 
wisely accepts. ** Under such circumstances,"* he says, 
«* I no longer considered it prudent or justifiable, upon 
the lender chance of eventual success now before us, 
to risk the safety of the officers and men committed 
to my charge, and whom it was now my first wish to 
reconduct in good health to their country and their 
friends.'* 

Having come to this decision, and havine extricated 
the ships from thebr confinement, on the 12m of August 
they stood out to the eastward, and finally took their 
departure from Igk>olik. The current rapidly hurried 
them to the souSiward, then- drift being twenty-one 
mUes in twenty-four hours, though closely beset, and 
without a single pool of water in sight the whole time. 
At one place the ships were whirled round a headland 
at the rate of two or three knots an hour. After pass- 
ing the Barrow River, they were drifted out nine or 
ten miles from the land, the influence of tlus river having 
probably thus set them out. On the 30th they were 
close to Winter Island. 

'' Thus had we,*' says Parry, ** in a most singolar manner, 
once more arrived at our old winter quarters^ with scarcelv a 
single successful exertion on our parts toward effecting mat 
object The distance from Ooglit to our present station vtras 
about one hundred and sixty imles along the coast. Of this 
we had never tailed above forty, the rest of the distance 
having been accomplished, while we were immovably beset, 
by mere drifting. The interval thus emploved having been 
barely eight day^s, gives an average drift to tne southvirard of 
above fifteen miles per day,**— P. 478. 

Being set fast in the ice in proceeding to the south- 
ward, a strong westerly breeze on the 17th of Septem- 
ber allowed them to shape their course for the Trinity 
Islands in a perfectly open sea. Frmn hence they ran 
down Hudson's Strait without meeting with any ob- 
struction, and en the 10th of October entered the harbor 
of Bressay Sound in Lerwick, where they enjoyed the 
** first trace of civilized man that they had seen for 
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tended to the coast of America, the islands in that cor- 
ner are so clustered and crowded together as to admit 
of no probability of a navigable passage there for large 
ships to the westward, and no man in his senses woi:dd 
take that line of route to get into Lancaster Sound when 
he could go there direct in half the time, and without 
any of the danger which Fox*9 Channel and the Fury 
and Hecia Strait would occasion. 

Toward the conclusion of his narrative, Captain Pany 
repeats his opinion of the advantages of conHnuous lana 
in the navigation of the Polar Seas, and that the princi- 
ple of coasting the northern shore of America must still 
be carefully kept in view ; and he adds, ** there is no 
known opening which seems to present itself so favora- 
bly for this purpose as Prince Regent's Inlet." This 
opinion, thus publicly given, is obviously an indication of 
the expedition which succeeded this, and which may 
possibly have made some change in Captain Parry's sen- 
timents on this head. Ample proof has since been given 
by the reports of Franklin, Richardson, Back, and sub- 
sequently by Simpson, that the coast of North America, 
which is the southern shore of the Polar Sea, is naviga- 
ble throughout but by canoes or boats only, and that 
large ships could not attempt it unless at a very consid- 
erable distance from the shore on the sea, and outside 
the numerous chains of small islands that, on the eastern 
portion in particular, run parallel to the coast. 
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character of British seameD, are exemidified in this yoy- 
age. 

In order to effect the object in view, it was decided, 
as being the readiest and most mmfHe mode of piroceed- 
ing, to send a small vessel to Wager iliver or Itepalse 
Bay, under the orders of an inteDieent officer, who, with 
a smaD party, should be instaructed to cross the Melville 
Peninsula from one or other of the above-mentioned 
places, and traverse, by land, the western shore of that 
peninsula, and the northern shore fji North America, to 
r oint Turn-again. Captain Lyon, having been promot- 
ed for his services, was selected by Lora Batfaurst for 
this duty ; and die Loords Commissioners of the Admi- 
ralty having appointed die Griper, a gun-brig of 180 tons, ' 
to receive hun, gave him directions to leave the ship, 
during his land journey, in charge of the senior lieuten- 
ant. 

LiEUTKNAirr Francis Hahdino, after paying off the 
Griper, served three years as lieutenant of the Espoir, 
then in the Heda, and was made commander in 1830 ; 
he served in that rank in several ships tiH the year 1839, 
and was promoted to the rank of captain in me general 
promotion of 1841. 

Peter Maitico was made Meutesant in 1814, seired 
fai the present voyage, and is stil on the hst of lieuten- 
ants. 

John Tom was promoted to die rank of fieuteneiit in 
1826, where he stUl remains. 

The GripOT was eonsidered a veiy uaefiil vessel of 
her class ; her strength was proved between the ice and 
the sh<Nre of MehiMe Istend, and C^)tain Clavering had 
but arrived in England in her, at the end <^ the precede 
tag year, from a voyage to Spitsbergen and Greenland* 
She was now, for her present voyage, examined and 
weB strengthened ; but, on being storeid and anqdy pro- 
visioned, was found to be too d^ly laden to cross die 
Atlantic fdone, and t^refore his majesty's surveying 
vessel the Snap, cosamanded by Lieutenant Bulk>ck« 
was ordered to receive a portion of them, and to accom- 
pany the Grripmr until she reached die ice, or anrived off 
Cape Chidley, 

They sailed from Yarmouth Roada on die 19th of 
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156 . ARCTIC V0TA0B8. 

Island, tihe sea covered with loose heavy ice, but the daj 
described as lovely, and the sky brilliant ; yet the brill- 
iancy and loveliness which surrounded Captain Lyon 
were not sufficient to prevent him from ** yielding to a 
sensation of loneliness he had never experienced on the 
former voyage." " I felt most forcibly," he says,*^ the 
want of an accompanying ship, if not to help us, at least 
to break the death-like s^ness of the scene." No won- 
der at this feeling, when all the circumstances of his po- 
sition are considered. 

It must indeed be owned that there was a more than 
usual want of prudence in sending such a small and slug- 
gish ship alone, through a navieation which had been 
proved and condemned as one of the most difficult and 
dangerous of the many difficult ones that occur in diis 
part of the Arctic Seas. The old voyagers, it is true, 
proceeded in ships much inferior in size and strength to 
tiie Griper ; yet they rarely navigated those seas alone, 
and not unfrequently with three or four in company. 
Captain Lyon says, however, that he was amply com- 
pensated for want of a more extensive society, ** by hav- 
ing the happiness of knowing that I had officers and men 
with whom I was confident of continuing on the most 
friendly terms." Two days after this the ship struck 
on a rock, and the heavy and continued shocks heeled 
her so much that the commander ** imagined she was 
turning over." She might have gone dpwn, in which 
case Lyon^s ** ample compensation" would have been of 
little use in this uninhabited and desoktte part of the 
globe. 

The constant shipping of seas and the continued wet 
weather had rendered every thmg within the ship ** very 
damp." The two ponies, therefore, with the ducks, 
geese, and fowls, were handed out upon the ice, where, 
Uie captain says, ** they presented a most novel appear- 
ance." To enliven the scene, about sixty Esquimaux, 
men and women, in kayaks and oomiaks, visited the 
strangers, made a loud, screaming noise, and brought 
with them some trifling articles of barter, chiefly weap- 
ons and skin clothes ; and our captain says, '' I blush 
while I relate it, two of the fair sex actually disposed of 
tiieir nether garments-^a piece of indecorum I had nev- 
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fenakeiit neaUy^raflt naat wis foond placed an the neck of 
the child. Ab the anow-bunting has aU the domestic Tirtues 
of our Engliah redbreast, it has always been considered by us 
as the robin of these dreary wilds, and its lively chirp and 
fearless confidence have rendered it respected by the most 
hungry sportsman. I could not, on this occasion, view its 
little nest, placed on the breast of infancy, without wishing 
that I possessed the power of poetically expressing the feet 
ings it excited."*— P. 68-69. 

The farther they proceeded to the Dorthward up the 
'Welcome, the more sluggish and'iitegular the compass- 
es got; and Lyon quotes a passage out of filiis, in his 
account of Dobbs*s expedition in the year 1746, to show 
that they were the same at that time. A thick fog and 
a heavy sea, and no land to be seen nor any tmst to be 
placed in the compasses, and withal the vrater shallow- 
ing ; the ship not able to face the sea or keep steerage 
way on her, Captain Lyon says : ** I most reluctantly 
brought her up with three bowers and a stream anchor 
in succession, but not before we had shoaled to five and 
a half fiEU;homs, the ship pitching "bows under, and a tre- 
mendous sea running.*' In this perilous condition, ig- 
norant in what direction and how distant the land mi^ 
be, and under the dread, moreover, that the falling tide 
(from twelve to fifteen feet) would most probabfy occa- 
sion the total destruction of the ship— in order to |n*o- 
vide for such an unfortunate event, the longboat was 
prepared to be hoisted out with the four small ones, and 
ordered to be stored with arms, ammunition, and pro- 
visions ; the officers drew lots for their respective boats, 

* On reading this paMase to an accomplished lady, she said she felt a 
desire to try What ahe eoiud do with so interestinff a sabject la the way 
wished for py Captain Lyon, and produced tiie following lines : 

TO THE SNOW-BX7NTINO. 

** Sweet bird I the breast of innoco&ce 

Hath ffideless charms for thee ; 
Althongh the spirit long has fled« 

And lifeless day it be; 
Thou dreadest not to dwell with death. 

Secure from harm or ill« 
For on an infanf s heart Hbj nest 

Is wrought with fearless skiUL 
And, like our own familiar bird 

That seeks the human friend, 
Thou cheer'st the wandering seaman's thougfats 

With home, hia aim and end."— GxoaouifA. 
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160 ARCTIC VOYAGES. 

the Britisb sailor is always allowed to be in cases of danger, 
yet I did not beUeve it to be possible that, among forty^one 
persons, not on& repining word should have been uttered. 
The officers sat about wherever they could find shelter from 
the sea, and the men lay down conversing with each other 
with the most perfect calmness. Each was at peace with his 
neighbor and all die world ; and I am firmly persuaded that 
the resignation which was then shown to the will of the Al- 
mighty was the means of obtaining His mercy. God wtu 
mercifid to as; and the tide, almost miraculously, fell no 
lower."— P. 79, 80. 

They were saved; and the place of their extreme 
danger was, as speedily as possible, ascertained by ob- 
servation to be in lat. 63° 35' 48", long. Se*' 32' 0", and 
it was very properly named the Bay of Ood's Mercy, 
On the fog clearing away it was found to be immediately 
in the center of me Welcome. They now discovered 
that their fresb water, on the 4th of September, was so 
greatly reduced, that, in their present condition and the 
situation of the ship, none could be afforded for the poor 
little ponies which had survived the storm ; they were 
therefore obliged to be sacrificed ; their hay, besides, had 
been all thrown overboard in the storm. 

On the 12th of September, when they had arrived 
opposite the mouth of the Wager River, and between 
it and Southampton Island, a gale of wind arose, and 
with it also the sea ; the dull Griper now made no prog- 
ress, but ** remained actually pitching forecastle under, 
with scarcely steerage way." One dtemative alone re- 
mained, and that was to bring the ship up. "We found 
that the anchors held, although the ship was dipping 
bowsprit and forecastle under, and taking green seas over 
all. Thick-falling sleet covered the decks to some inches 
in depth, and, withal, the spray froze as it fell." To 
add to their anxiety, two or three streams of ice, with 
deep, solid pieces among them, wore seen in the even- 
ing to be driving down upon the ship. The night was 
piercingly cold, the sea washed the decks fore and aft, 
constant snow fell, the lower deck was afloat, the menV 
hanmiocs thoroughly soaked, and the poor fellows could 
get no rest. 

" Never shall I forset the dreariness of this most anxious 
lught. Our ship pitched at such a rate that it was not possi- 
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162 ARCTIC VOYAGES. 

They were still, however, in a very melancholy con- 
dition, expecting every moment to strike, and not having 
the least idea where they had anchored or where they 
now were ; every rope was incrusted with a thick coat- 
ing of ice, the decks so deeply covered with frozen snow 
and freezing sea water as to make it scarcely possible to 
stand ; and all hands being wet and half frozen, without 
having had any refreshment for so many hom^, **our 
situation," says the captain, " was rendered misemble in 
the extreme/' 

*^ In the afternoon, having well weighed in my mind all 
the circumstances of our distressed situation, I turned the 
hands up, and informed them that, having now lost aU our 
bower anchors and chains, and being, in consequence, unable 
to bring up in any part of the Welcome ; being exposed to 
the seta of a tremendous tideway and constant heavy gales, 
one of which was now rapidly sweeping us back to the south- 
ward, and beinff yet above eighty miles from Repulse Bay, 
with the shores leading to whicn we were unacquamted ; our 
compass useless, and it being impossible to continue under 
Bail with any degree of safety in these dark twelve-hour nights, 
writh the too often experienced certainty that the ship could 
not beat .off a lee-shore even in moderate weather, I had 
determined, in making southing, to clear the narrows of the 
Welcome, after which I should decide on some plan for our 
future operations." — P. 105. 

Their situation, indeed, was a hopeless one : without 
anchors, and with a crippled ship — compasses which, in- 
stead of guiding, only misled them — what plan could be 
devised to pursue? To approach the shore was the 
next step to the destruction of the ship, and in that event, 
to land in a snow-covered, frozen, and desolate country, 
producing nothing of food for man, and destitute of hu- 
man beings, would be equally and inevitably destruction 
to every living creature that might have escaped from 
the ship. Two alternatives, therefore, only were left: 
either to endeavor to let the ship float with the souther- 
ly current, with what sail she could carry, to Hudson's 
Bay, or to continue a direct course for England. In 
consulting his officers what they considered best to be 
done, they individually answered that, deprived as the 
ship was of anchors and much of her stores, with the 
httle rehance to be placed on the compasses, they thought 



Digitized 



by Google 






er.: :- 




164 AKCTIC VOYAGES. 

bone ; and altfaoagh not mnch above an inch in length, 
the animal^s general expression was admirable."* He 
adds that they procured a few little ivory bears weD ex- 
ecuted. 

The passage to England produced nothing remarka- 
ble ; the Griper arrived at Portsmouth on the 10th of 
November, her crew ranch exhausted bjthe severity of 
the weather and wash of the sea over the ship ; and 
three were sent to the hospital. Captain Lyon thus 
concludes his narrative : 

" Thus ends the joamal of our unsaccessfiil expedition. 
Before I take leave of my readers, I hope I may be allowed 
to make a few obeervations respecting my shipmates, seamen 
as well as officers, whose conduct on all occasions ^-as such 
as to entitle them to the warmest praise I can bestovr. I 
may with truth assert that there never was a happier little 
communis than that assembled on board the Griper. Each 
succeeding day, and each escape from difficiddes, seemed to 
bind us more strongly together ; and I am proud to say, that 
during the whole of our voyage neither punishment^ com- 
plaint, nor even a dispute of any kind occuired among us." — 
P. 144. 

The narrative of this unsuccessful voyage displays a 
fine example of manly resolution under the most dis- 
tressing difficulties, and of pious resignation to the Di- 
vine will, on the part of both officers and men, at a time 
when a fatal crisis appeared to be inevitable. It is one 
of the many cases in which the devoutly religious char- 
acter of our British seamen is eminently conspicuous, 
and which never fails to guard them against desponden- 
cy, though surrounded with dangers and difficulties such 
as, to men unaccustomed to them, would be apt to cre- 
ate despair. Whether, in the present instance, the crit- 
ical eye of a thorough-bred seaman might or might not 
discover something approaching to indiscretion in con- 
ducting the navigation of the ship during a dense fog, 
with compasses inactive, or acting only to deceive, un- 
knowing in what direction the land lay ; whether it was 
judicious to let go all the anchors at once — these are 
points that are to be decided only by nautical men and 

* The fpirited original of Una litde figure was presented by Captain. 
L jon to the writer of this narrative, andl is truly an ingenious piece of 
carving, though the wood engraving is for from doing it justice. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
PIRRT'S THIBO T0T16B, 

1824, 1825, 

for the Discovery of a Northwest Passage from Ike Atlantie 
to the Pacific, in H. M. ships Hecla and Fnry, 

The two ships appointed for this service were the 
same as on the former voyage, but Parnr now took 
command of the Hecla, and Hoppner of the Fury. 
They were commanded, oJ£cered, and manned as 
under: 

Thx Hfct.a. 

WHKam Edward Parry, Captain 
»!ni\ Commander. 

J. LandWynn, ) 

Joseph Sherer, V Lieutenants. 

Henry Foster, ) 

Samuel Neill, M.IX» Burgeon. 

W. H. Hooper. Purser. 

Wmiam Rowland, Assist Surg. 

John Bmnton, 1 

F. R. M. Crozier. iMidshq^ 

Charles Richards, [ men. 

Hor. Nelson Head,) 
11 OfBeers. 

James Harrison, Clerk. 

J. Brothers, Gunner. 

William Smith, Boatswain. 

Geoinge Fiddis, Carpenter. 

John Allison, Greenland Master. 

Geo. Champion, Greenland Mate. 
6 Warrant Officers. 
45 Seamen and Maxinei^ 
^ Total on board. 

Any thing approaching the shape of an apology from 
Captain Parry himself will be deemed, as it ought to 
be, superfluous ; nor will it be thought necessary that, 
on the introduction of his narrative, he should be called 
upon for any explanation. He says : 

" I have considered it expedient to avoid all minute and 
technical description of our first 8ea8on*8 operations^ which, 
whatever vexation they may have cost ourselves, would 
probably have afforded little interest or amusement to the 



Funv. 
H. P. Hoppner, Commander. 

A. M'Laren, Sui^eon. 
James Hulse, Purser. 
Thomas BeU, Assistant Surgeon. 
Berkley Westropp, ) 
Chas. Crump wWler, } 
_£dwardBird, ) 

9 CMBcer*. 
William Mogg; Clerk. 
James Moore, Gunner. 
William Wentworth, T 
Charles Purfiir, Carpenter. 
George Crawford, Greenland 

Master. 
Tlionias Donaldaon, Greealand 
Mate. 
6 Warrant OfBeers. 
45 Seamen and Marines. 
GO Total on board. 
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himself, entirely by his own exertions, to the rank of 
lieutenant, and by his own self-taught acquirements, 
which extended to every department of science, he 
arrived at the highest step in the service (short of the 
flag) : but more of him hereafter. 

Lieutenant Horatio T. Austin, after distinguish- 
ing himself as an able officer, and having much good and 
active service, received his promotion as captain in 1838, 
and is now captain of the William and Mary yacht. 

Lieutenant Joseph Sherea, by his good service, 
raised himself to the rank of captain in 1841, and re- 
ceived the honor of K.H. 

" The public," Pairy says, " are very highly indebted 
to Dr. Samuel Neill, who, in addition to his profes- 
sional duties, entirely superintended the public collec- 
tion of specimens of natural history, and has furnished 
a variety of important geological notices ;" and he re- 
fers to the Zoological Appendix by Lieutenant Koss as 
*^ furnishing ample evidence of the attention paid by 
that gentleman (Neill) to this department of science, m 
addition to the immediate duties of his station." 

F. R. M. Crozier, midshipman, a most zealous young 
officer, who, by his talents, attention, and energy, has 
succeeded in working himself up to the top of the ser- 
vice. He was lieutenant of the Hecia in Parry's Polar 
voyage, and volunteered with Captain James Koss to go 
in the midst of winter into the Arctic Seas for the relief 
of the missing whale ships ; was made captsun in 1841, 
and commanded the second ship in Captain James Ross's 
Antarctic Expedition, and is now second in command 
with Captain Sir John Franklin. 

. John Brunton, the colleague of Crozier in this voy- 
age, arrived at no higher step than that of lieutenant, 
and is now serving as such in the Coast Guard. 
. C. Richards and Horatio Nelson Head, midship- 
men, do not appear on the list of naval officers. 

Berkley Westropp, midshipman, was made a lieu- 
tenant in 1825, and still continues so, having left the 
navy for a civil employment in the Humane Society. 

Edward Bird appears on the list as a captain of 
X843, bi^t he is not to be found among the Arctic voy- 
agers. 
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Allan M^La&eit was appointed rargeon of a liup cC 

the line. 

William Haryet Hoofer, pursert wu the &iend 
and associate of Captain Parry, and seired with hba in 
tha Alexander in Ross's Yoyage, and in aO the three of 
Pany, a most faithful and trustworthy officer. He was 
rewarded for his fienices by a civd appfMncmeoc ia 
Greenwich Hospital, where he died, and hit widow 
now matron of the Greenwich Schoob. 

The ships sailed firom the Xore 00 the Ifirh of Xay, 
1824, the WiUiam Harris, tran^tport, accompany loi^ 
them. Their instructions were to make the bent td 
their way to Davis's Strait and cro**}* over to Lanras*rer 
Sound, and, pniceeding throu^ Barrow'<i Srrait, eiv* 
deavor to make, through Prince Rej^eDt'.<4 \i,\kU a pMn 
age into the sea which bounds the cocitmeni: (ot' Am^^rica) 
on its northern coast, and theoce we-^tvv arrl u* the Pa- 
cific. The reason assigned for thi:» rrmte in the uuirnic^ 
tions is, ** The strong opinion which you ha^e conv^jfrd 
to us in faror of the attempt through Pnnce R^^ftnf* 
Inlet ; the confident hope which y«>u ex pre** th^t th^s 
ice, which, at the perirxi of the ywu wia^ia yon » wired 
the inlet, obstructed your pa.^^a^e, wa.«4 iikfij fo he re- 
moved by circumstances of leaaon and w^arher wirKiO 
the navigable part of the year ;^ and, it m viii^d, ^ t\[m 
confidence which we are ju:»tified in piacing io yorir 
judgment and experience determine u.4 to authonza 
and direct yon to pursue the course which you co&*ider 
the most promising, namely, through Prince Regent's 
Inlet." 

On the 18th of June, having reached the latitude of 
60 J°, they saw the first iceberg, and from that time fefl 
in with those bodies of ice almost daily. At a Danish 
settlement in Davis^s Strait, called Lievely, they found 
Lieutenant Graat, who had been employed on a survey 
of the Greenland coast, and received much civility from 
him and other gentlemen belonging to the settlemeut. 
As soon as the stores and provisions were transhipped, 
the William Harris was released and ordered to return 
home. On leaving the harbor the Hecla sti'uck on a 
sunken rock. On the 17th of July the ice began to 
close round the ship3. " From this time," Parry says, 
P 
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**the obstructions from the quandty, magnitude, bqu 
closeness of the ice were such as to keep our people 
almost constantly employed in heaving, warping, o. 
sawing through it, and yet with so little success, that, 
at the close of July, we had only penetrated seventj 
miles to the westward." Here, on the 1st of Au 
gust, being closely beset, a gale of wind pressing tlit 
ice together, and overlaying mass upon mass, " the 
Hecla received several very awkward * nips,' and wa*; 
once fairly laid on her broadside by a strain which must 
inevitably have crushed a vessel of ordinary strengtfi." 
The 9th of September had arrived " before we suc- 
ceeded in releasing ourselves from the more than ordi- 
nary barrier of ice in the middle of Baffin's Bay." 

They had continued their efforts to push to the 
northward, but it was not tiD the 29th of August that 
they reached the latitude of 73° 15', longitude 63° 40', 
in which situation, from the experience of 1819, they 
had reason to expect there would scarcely have been 
any ice at this season. The obstructions, however, con- 
tinued till the 8th of September, then in latitude 74° 
7' and longitude 69° 54', being about 110 mfles to the 
N.N.W. of the situation in which they cleared the 
" pack" in the year 1819. Forty miles from hence 
they passed through the barrier of ice, after an unwea- 
ried exertion of eight tedious weeks by the officers and 
men to overcome it. 

The extraordinary weather which accompanied the 
low temperature of August is noticed as something re- 
markable. It is stated by Parry that, of the thirty-one 
days in that month, there was actually but one in which 
they had not a deposit of snow, sleet, rain, or fog during 
some part of the twenty -four consecutive hours ; and 
the northerly wind, which is the usual harbinger of a 
clear, dry, wholesome atmosphere, was just as thick as 
any other. And he adds, ** for ten weeks in July, Au- 
gust, and September, though we were constantly watch- 
ing for an opportunity of airing the ships' companies' 
bedding on deck, we could only venture to do so once." 

In their struggle through the ice of Davis's Strait and 
Baffin's Bay, Parry noticed the set of the currents by 
which the whole body of the ice might be actuated. 



Digitized 



by Google 



paray's third voyage. 171 

«*It was obvious,'* he says, *' that a daily set to the south* 
ward obtained when the wind was noitherly, differing 
from two or three to eight or ten miles per day, accord- 
ing to the strength of the breeze ; but a northerly cur- 
rent was equally apparent when the wind blew from 
the southward." But he observes, as a remaritable cir- 
cumstance, that a westerly set was frequently apparent, 
even against a fresh breeze blowing from that quarter. 

On the 10th of September they entered that ** tnag- 
nificent inlet," Sir James Lancaster's Sound, and found 
it entirely, as usual, free from ice, except here and there 
a berg, *^ floating about in that solitary grandeur," of 
which these enormous masses are said to convey so sub- 
lime an idea. Proceeding "vexatiously slow" on the 
13th, they had the mortification to perceive the sea ahead 
covered with young ice, on entering which recourse was 
had to ^* saOying," breaking it with boats ahead, and va- 
rious other expedients, aU alike ineffectual, without a 
fresh and free breeze furnishing a constant impetus ; 
^> so that, after seven or eight hours of imsuccessful la- 
bor in this way, we were obliged to remain as we were, 
Mrly and immovably beset." Thus for three days they 
continued struggling with the young ice to little or no 
purpose, now and then gaining half a mile of ground to 
windward in a little ** hole" of open water, and after all 
rather losing ground than otherwise, while the young ice 
was every hour increasing in thickness. 

On the 17th they found themselves driven back to the 
eastward of Admiralty Inlet, the young ice still increas- 
ing in thickness. This was ceitainly a most severe trial 
of the patience and perseverance of Captain Parry, of a 
different kind, but equally annoying as that of ^' Fox's 
Channel" and the " Frozen Sti-ait." It once occurred to 
him that as, in crossing Baffin's Bay, he had expended 
unexpectedly nearly Sie whole of the season, and as, 
under particular circumstances, his instructions author- 
ized him to return to En^and, it was high time to make 
up his mind, which was to him a point speedily decided. 
** I could not," he says, " have a moment's hesitation as 
to the propriety of pushing on as far as the present sea- 
son would permit, and then giving a fair trial, during the 
whole of next simimer, to the route I was directed by 
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my instructioDS to puraue ; and in this view Commander 
Hoppner entirely concurred. The fact is, that the sum- 
mer or season was already expended before they got into 
the inlet, and might probably, also, be expended in the 
following year before it should be found practicable to 
get out of their winter quarters, unless, indeed, as wiU 
shortly appear, these quarters were so favorably circum* 
stanced as to admit of an early departure from them. 

It would be useless to enter into a detail of the trials 
of temper and patience they were compelled to undergo 
after this decision, one of which, however, may be stat- 
ed. In a strong current setting to the eastwiutl at the 
rate of two miles an hour, without a chance of stemming 
it, and beset as they were in young ice, during an unu- 
sually dark night of nme or ten hours* duration, with a 
heavy fall of snow, they found themselves utterly in a 
helpless state. ** The consequence was, that when we 
made the land on the morning of the 23d, we had been 
di'ifted the incredible distance of eight or nine leagues 
during the night, finding ourselves off the Wollaston Isl- 
ands, at the entrance of Navy Boai'd Inlet." StiU they 
persevered, and the help of an easterly breeze which 
sprang up on the 26th, and gradually freshened, prom- 
ised in earnest to take them, as at last it did, into Prince 
Regent's Inlet on the 27th ; and by beating up, they 
came to the entrance of Port Bowen, " where," says 
Parry, " for two or three days past, I had determined 
to make our wintering place, if, as there was but little 
reason to expect, we should be so fortunate as to push the 
ships thus far." The old process of cutting a canal in 
the ice for the reception of the ships was resorted to, 
and, as Parry states, ** on the evening of the 1st of Octo- 
ber we had accomplished enough for our pui-pose, and 
the ships were warped into theii- winter stations, which 
we had the satisfaction to think were extremely favora- 
ble for an early release in the spring." 

Nothing remarkable was observed in the passage 
through Lancaster Sound. A boat was sent on shore in 
a bay near Cape Warrender. Dr. Neill reports, ** The 
beach was covered with fi-aginents of flesh-colored fold* 
spar, closely studded with red garnets, from the size of 
a pea to that of a walnut ; the rock was of gneiss forma- 
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tion, the greater port of it eomposed of krga phtet lliiek- 

1 J set with garnets. The soHace of the grouod was al- 
most entirely covered eidier wilii soow, or, in aJbseitce 
of it, with iuxuriaot remdeer moss. The party succeed- 
ed in killing three reiodeer out of a anuiJi henL Uijdi- 
er up the strait on the side of a hili, at three or four hun- 
dred feet abore the level of the sea, Lieuteoaot lioss 
found severaJ pieces of coal, which burned whh a cksar, 
bright flame ; he saw two hares, aivl kiUed one of them ; 
also a fox, a pair of ravens. Mime wiagleM duck«. aod sev- 
eral snow-buntings. Parry ssiys the}' otiftened a num- 
ber of whales in every part of Lancaster Sound. They 
observed, also, a great many narwhals and a few wal- 
ruses in Barrow*s Strait axtd thinks they mi^t have seen 
iDnny more of both but for the continual prei^ence of the 
young ice. 

This being the fourth winter which Parry was doom- 
ed to pass in the frozen re^rjos of the Noith, he knows 
not, he says, how he can do better than pursue a meth- 
od similar to that heretofore practiced, by confining him- 
self rather to the pointing out of any difference, observed 
now and formerly, than by entering on a fresh descrip- 
tion of the actual phenomena. 

" To thotie who read, as well a« to tbnse who dencnbe, the 
account of aHvioter inutMid in theite re prions can no longer be 
expected to afford trie interest of novelty it once poaaeitfed, 
more especially in a station already delineated with tolerable 

feographical preciition on our maps, and thus, as it were, 
rought near to owr fireitides at home. Independently, in- 
deed, of this circumstance, it is hard to conceive any one 
thing more like another than two winters passed in the high- 
er latitudes of the Polar regions, except when variety hap- 
pens to be afforded by intercourse with some other branch of 
' the whole family of man/ Winter after winter, nature 
here assumes an aspect so much alike, that cursory observa- 
tion can scarcely detect a single feature of variety. The win- 
ter of more temperate climates, and even in some of no slight 
severity, is occasionally diversified by a thaw, which at once 
gives variety and comparative cheenulneas to the prospect. 
But here, when once the earth is covered, all is dreary mo- 
notonous whiteness — not merely for days or weeks, but for 
more than half a year together. Whichever v^ay the eye is 
tamed, it meets a picture calculated to impress upon the 
mind an idea of inanimate stillness, of that motionless torpor 
P2 
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with whidi oor (SKliiigt liaTe nothing oangenial— of any thing 
in short but life. In the Teiy silence there is a deadnes^ 
with which a human spectator appears out of keeping. The 
prpsence of man seems an ratmsion on the dreary solitnde of 
this winteiy desert, which even its native animals have for a 
while forsaken."— P. 40, 41. 

Among the winter arrangements, Captain Parry speaks 
in the highest terms of Sylvester's " warming appara- 
tus,** to which he ascribes the comforts and convemen- 
ces, and with them the general health of the seamen, 
which exceeded those of any former experience : " a 
contrivance," he says, ** of which I scarcely know how 
to express my admiration in adequate terms." 

'' The alteration adopted on this voyase, of placing this 
stove in the very bottom of the hold, produced not only the 
effect naturally to be expected finom it, of increasing the ra- 
pidity of the current of warm air, and thus carrying it to aQ 
the officers' cabins with less loss of heat in its passage, bat 
was also accompanied by an advantage scarcely less import- 
ant, which had not been anticipated. This was the peifoct 
and uniform warmth maintained during the winter in both 
the cable-tiers, which, when cleared of all the stores, gave 
us another habitaUe deck, on which more than cme thira of 
the men's hammocs were berthed, thus afibiding to the 
ships' companies, during seven or eight months of the year, 
the indescribable comfort of nearly twice the B|»ce for their 
beds, and twice the volume of air to breathe in. It need 
scarcely be added how conducive to wholesome ventilatioii, 
and to the prevention of moisture below, such an arrange- 
ment proved ; suffice it to say that we have never before been 
BO free from moisture, and that I can not but chiefly attribute 
to this apparatus the unprecedented good state of health we 
ei\joyed during this winter." — P. 44, 45. 

It is greatly to be lamented that this testimony (^the 
good effects of a very simple contrivance had not been 
attended to before the inefficient, troublesome, and ex- 
pensive quackery appniuius hiid bi^tnj pemiitted in c^i" 
tain of her majesty's ships. 

The preparations and [precautionary me««iiT«i nPfii- 
sary for securing the j*hi|is nt'cupied a\l \\m\*' 
time, and they were not fmally settled lill til ' 
die of October. Parry omits no opportujjir . 
ing whatever may appe^ar tf> be conducive t- 
of trade or navigation. Thus he staLua : 
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Bat an occopatioa of less amusement, peiliaps, bat 
not less assidaously pursued, and of infinitely more 
eTentual benefit, was furnished by the re-establishment 
of schools, under the voluntary superintendence of Mr. 
Hooper in the Heda, and of Mr. Mogg in the Fury. 

** By the jodicioas zeal of Mr. Hooper, the Hecla*s school 
was made sabsenrient, not merely to me improvement of the 
men in reading and writing (in which, however, their pnig- 
peas was surprisin^lv great), but also to the cultivation of that 
rehgioos feeling which so essentially improves the character of 
a seaunain, by famishing the highest motives for increased at- 
tentioa to every other daty. Nor was the benefit confined to 
the eighteen or twenty individuals whose want of scholarship 
brought them to the school-table, but extended itself to the 
rest of the ship's company, making the whole lower deck 
each a scene of quiet rational occupation as I never before 
witnessed on board a ship. And I do not speak lightly when 
I express my thorough persuasion that to the moral effects 
thus produced upon the minds of the men were owing, in 
a very high degree, the constant, yet sober cheerfulness, the 
uninterrupted good order, and even, in some measure, the ex- 
traordiuarv state of health which prevailed among us during 
this wiute'r."— P. 50, 51. 

The several officers had full employment daring their 
winter confinement in the various observations to which 
their attention was to be directed. Magnetism was one 
of the eariiest subjects after the erection and arrange- 
ment of the observatory on shore. The interesting fact 
was discovered of an increase in the variation of the 
magnetic needle, since their former visit in 1819, amount- 
ing to about nine degrees, namely, from 114° to 123°. 
A regular series of hourly experiments on the magnetic 
intensity was instituted, by which was found a diurnal 
change of intensity, exhibiting a regular increase fiwm 
the morning to the afternoon, and as regular a decrease 
from the afternoon to the morning. **■ It also appeared," 
says Parry, " that the sun, and, as we had reason to be- 
Ueve, the relative position of the sun and moon with ref- 
erence to the magnetic sphere, had a considerable in- 
fluence both on the intensity and diurnal variation, al- 
though the exact laws of this influence may stiU remain 
to be discovered." It is to be hoped that the result of 
the observations that have been carrying on for three 
years by England and its colonies, and also ia various 
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It win readily be imagined with what anxiety, in the 
early part of the year, the reappearance of the sun was 
looked for. S ome, by ascending a high hill, got a glimpse 
of him on the 2d of February ; on the 15th he was vis- 
ible at the observatory, and at the ships on the 22d, ** af- 
ter an absence of one hundred and twenty-one days." 
But it is a long time after the sim's reappearance that 
the effect of his rays, as to warmth, becomes percepti- 
ble ; week after week passes over with scarcely any rise 
in the thermometer, except for an hour or two during 
the day. In this year Pany says the thermometer did 
not rise above zero till the 11th of April, having remained 
below that point of the scale for one hundred and thirty- 
one successive days ; but he mentions this as the only 
instance of the kind he had ever known. 

Parties were sent from Port Bowen to travel by land 
on the sea-coast on each side of the port. The first, 
however, was directed to proceed inland to the eastward 
under Commander Hoppner. This party returned af- 
ter a very fatiguing journey, having with difliculty trav- 
eled a degree and three quarters easterly, in the lat. 73° 
19' ; but no appearance of sea was obseiTed in tliat di- 
rection ; the country consisted of ravines, many of them 
four or five hundred feet deep, and veiy precipitous. 
During the whole fortnight's excursion sci^c^y a patch 
of vegetation could be seen ; a few snow-buntings and 
some ivory gulls were all the animals Xi^y met with to 
enliven tfaos most barren and desolate country. 

Hares, foxes, and bears were sparingly met with; and 
the last animal is not disposed to have any affection for 
mankind. Instances, however, did occur to show that 
maternal affection is not wanting in this animal, but was 
as apparent in it as in that of Uie walrus described by 
Beechey : 

" A Bhe-bear, killed in the open water, on our fint arrival 
at Fort Bowen, afforded a strikmg instance of maternal affec- 
tion in her anxiety to save her two cubs. She might herself 
have easily escaped the boat, but would not forsake her 
young, which she was actually * towing* off, by allowing them 
to rest on her back, when the boat came near them. A sec- 
ond similar instance occurred in the spring, when two cabs 
having got down into a large crack in the ice, their mother 
placed herself before them, so as to secure them from the a^ 
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ships clear, and also, in two hours' towing, out to sect, 
after an imprisonment of between nine and ten months. 

** On standing to sea, we sailed," says Parry, ♦* witli 
a light southerly wind, toward the western shore of 
Prince Regent's Inlet, which it was my first wish to 
gain, on account of the evident advantage to be derivecl 
from coasting the southern part of that portion of Jand 
called in the chart * North Somerset,' as far as it mi^^ 
lead to the westward ; which, from our former knowl- 
edge we had reason to suppose it would do, as far, at 
least, as the longitude of 95°, in about the parallel of 
72 J°, that is, at Cape Garry." But on his first voyage 
he had been below 70° (Cai>e Kater), on the east coast, 
and the two shores were nearly parallel to each other : 
and there the crossing might not have been difficult ; be- 
sides the certainty of going down an eastern coast, in 
comparison of taking a western one, according to Cap- 
tain Parry's own showing, makes it the more remarka- 
ble he did not choose the former. It might also have 
been supposed that a desire to extend the knowledge of 
the eastern coast might have been a strong inducement, 
even if only to examine the opening of the Fury and 
Hecla Strait into the Regent's Inlet, which Mr. Reid's 
report leaves in rather an unsatisfactory state, and also 
to have looked into the Gulf of Akkoolee, which is de- 
scribed by the Esquimaux lady. 

Parry, however, had doubtless good reasons for his 
choice, one of which was the apparent tendency to the 
westward of the shore of North Somerset. That he 
had well weighed the case appears by his own showing: 

" I shall first mention (he says) a circomstance which has 
particularly forced itself upon my notice in the course of oar 
various attempts to penetrate through the ice in these regions, 
which is, that the eastern cpast of any portion of lana, or, 
what is the same thing, the western sides of seas or inlets, 
having a tendency at aU approaching to north and south, are, 
at a ^ven season of the year, generally more encumbered 
with ice than the shores with an opposite aspect. The four 
following instances (he continues) may be adduced in illus- 
tration of this fact, and can not but appear somewhat striking 
when considered in viewing a map which exhibits the rela- 
tive position of the shores in questioi^." — P. 176. 

The four instances he gives are generally known, and 
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mitniBted to be m 1m> My*. Fint, in ib« NotiImyii S««, 
from iBt. 60' to HI-, boModed oo thr ra«« bjr lipfaiH 
•Dd SpitBbergvD, mod oo tlM> west by (•rreakad, tba 
whole of tbf ktu*r o oe rt m Uuclrd ap bjr ice throii|db- 
oat the wimtner, ao m to make* it at Uiat a maiter U no 
euj eoterprMe to approorh U, whilr the nn«i|:Btiofi ai 
the tnrtcni portioa of that m*« a* viounJIjr and withoM 
difikoky perfiurmed by whaler* and ochen. 

The arcood inatance is eqoaly wel known in the nav- 
ifEBtaoo of Davia** Stfait, which, frum about K^wJutv* 
laknd in 61^-, to the parallel of 7o , m inarrf^Mble m 
kte aa the month of Augnat. while the aea m open oo 
the e^rtern side of the ttnut (the utsirm cuaat of iireeo- 
laod) many weeks before that time. 

The third he mentions is his own case, when ftr^ting 
the eoatem ahore of Mehdie Peninsula, oo his lirftt voy- 
age, ao kiaded with ice aa to make the narifpuioo iliiR**«H 
and dnni^rous. 

The fourth inatonce mentioned br Parry is the east^ 
em side of Fox's Channel, where, frotn that uaTigator'a 
account in 1631, and that of Baffin in 1616, ** as from our 
own ohnervatJon,*' there is bttie or no ice dnrin|( the sum- 
mer season ; but he mijiht also hare added that the east- 
ern coast of Southampton Inland appears to be always 
choked with ice. 

The fourth and last instance of the same kind, ** which,** 
says Parry, *' I shall mention, is that of Prince Regent** 
Iidet, and of which the erents of this and a former voy- 
age furnish too striking a proof, the ice appearing always 
to cling to the westom shore in a very remarkable man- 
ner, while the opposite coast is comparatively free from 
it." 

And a fifth, oo account of the accumulation of ice, 
may be added to the list, by mentioning the southern 
and eastern coast of MelviDe Island, whose shores ap- 
pear to be the receptacle of aD the ice that is driven east- 
ward from the westom sea, of which it i* supposed to 
be the outormost barrier island ; at least Sir John Frank- 
lin, from the view he had oo the southem coast, think* 
it to be so. 

Captain Parrr is not a man to act hastily or indiscreet- 
ly, ainLit woukl appear that the preference givaa to th« 
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western coast was influenced, partiy at least, by an ar- 
dent desire of acquiring an accession to the geographi- 
cal knowledge of a strait or inlet which he had reason t» 
believe would conduct him mto the Polar Sea, through 
which he conceived the sought-for passage to the Pacif- 
ic could best be made ; for he sajrs : ♦♦ It was the gen- 
eral feeling at this period (24th ot July) among us, that 
the voyage had but now commenced. The labors of a 
bad summer, and the tedium of a long winter, were for- 
gotten in a moment, when we found ourselves upon 
ground not hitherto explored, and with every apparent 
prospect before us of making as rapid a progress as the 
nature of this navigation will permit toward the final ac- 
complishment of our object." The trending of the west- 
ern shore to the westward might also have contributed 
to the choice of that side ; the only surprise is, that af- 
ter the cases he has given, all of them adverse to it, he 
shoukl have resolved to adopt it. 

The ships continued to proceed southeriy close in with 
the western shore, having alternately open water and 
floating ice, to which they had occasionally to make fest 
On the 28th the ice was observed to be in rapid motion 
toward the shore. The Hecla was immediately beset, 
in spite of every exertion ; and afber breaking two of die 
largest ice-ancnors in endeavoring to heave in to the 
shore, was obliged to drift with tJ^e ice. On the 29th 
the ships were so close in with the shore, that, after 
ahiftinff the Hecla into '* a less insecure berth,*^ Pany 
says ** he walked to a broad valley facing the sea near us.'* 
The clifls next the sea, four or five hundred feet in per- 
pendicular height, were continually breaking down ; and 
** the ships lay so close to the shore as to be almost with- 
in the range of some of these tumbling masses, there be- 
ing at high water scarcely beach enough for a person to 
walk along the shore." 

On the 30th of July the Hecla's berth was shifted to 
a greater distance from the shore, by which Parry says 
"me security of the ship was much altered for tie 
worse;" the Fuiy remained where she was, "there 
being no second berth evep so good as the bad one whero 
she was now lying." On the 31 st it blew a hard gale, 
which brought the ice closer and closer, tiU it pressed 
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foood four pomps coostantiy going to keep the ship f jimv 
and Coflunander Hoppoer, h» officers and men, almost 
exhanated with the incessant labor of the last eigbt-and- 
fatty hours." The two commanders set out in a boar C0 
surrey the shore to the southward, in search of a place 
where die Fury, nnahle to proceed any fiuther without 
repairs, might be hove down, ruinous as such a necessity 
must be. At about a mile fiuther down they found a 
place where three grounded masses of ice had three to 
four fathoms water within diem, and which, with the as- 
sistance of art, might afford something like shelter. On 
returning, the ice had closed in, so as not only to prevent 
their moving, but that die smallest external pressure must 
inevitably force them ashore, neither ship having mora 
than two feet of water to spare. They were, however, 
soon relieved, and both shijps enaUed to proceed to the 
place of the three bergs, where the formation of a basin 
was commenced, and com|rieted by die 16th oi August; 
aU the Fmy^s stores, provisions, and other articles were 
landed, and she was hove down on the 18th. A gale of 
wind, however, destroyed die bergs, and made it neces- 
saiy for both ships to be towed out into the sea, or, rath- 
er, the ice. The Fury was reloaded, but on the 21st 
this unfortunate ship was again driven on shore. 

Ah every fardier attempt to put her into a state of 
repair was now hopeless. Parry, after visiting her for 
the last time, says, " every endeavor of ours to get her 
off, or, if got off, to float her to any known place oi 
safety, would be at once utterly hopeless in itself, and 
productive of extreme risk to our remaining ship." A 
survey, therefore, was held upon her ; and Commander 
Hoppner, with die other officers, were of opinion ''that 
an absolute necessity existed for abandoning the Fury :" 
** my own opimon,*' says Parry, '' being thus confirmed 
as to the utter hopelessness of saving her, and feeling 
more strongly than ever the responsibility which at- 
tached to me of preserving the Hecla unhurt, it was 
with extreme pain and regret that I made the signal for 
the Fury*s officers and men to be sent for their clothes, 
most of which had been put on shore with the stores." 

The incessant labor, the constant state of anxiety, 
and the frequent and imminent danger into which the 
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20th of October, and was paid off at Woolwich on tlie 
21 St of November. 

This last attempt for the discovery of a north-west 
passage, it must be admitted, is the least successfiil of 
the three that Captain Parry has now made, not merely 
as to any information regarding the passage, but as to 
any extension of geographical knowledge or of natural 
history. Of all the Arctic countries visited by him, the 
two shores of Prince Regent's Inlet are the most naked 
and barren, the most dreary and desolate, that have 
been seen, not excepting even Melville Island — not 
merely desolate of human beings, but almost deprived, 
abo, of all animal and vegetable life ; a gloomy, sad, and 
melancholy land. "We have scarcety," says Pany, 
«* ever visited a coast on which so little of animal Itfe 
occurs. For days together only one or two seals, a sin- 
gle sea-horse, and now and then a flock of ducks, were 
seen.*' An exception, however, occurred in the num- 
berless kittiwakes flying about, and some hundreds of 
white whales sporting about the place where the Fuiy 
was abandoned. 

The transient view which was taken of Prince Re- 
gent's shores on the first yoyage was favorable enou^ 
to impress on the mind of Parry, on the failure of his 
second voyage, that to get fiurly into the Polar Sea, 
" there is no kfunvn opening wmch seems to present 
itself so favorably for this purpose as Prince Regent's 
Inlet." And he repeats, in the voyage now under con- 
sideration, " to that point, therefore, I can, in the pres- 
ent state of our knowledee, have no hesitation in still 
recommending that any mture attempt should be di- 
rected." His advice was followed, and a second ship 
was left behind. A third, it is to be hoped, will never 
again attempt this vile inlet, even although it has since 
been ascertained, from another quarter, that its waten 
do communicate with the western portion of the Polar 
Sea ; such commimication, however, gives no encour- 
agement for ships of any size to» make the trial of a 
passage into the Polar Sea by this route ; but more of 
this hereafter. 

An indifferent person, who has but carelessly glanced 
over the three expeditions, or another who \m studied 
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should be told, as Captain Parry will tell him, that during 
the time his ships were made fast on the dangerous 
coast which has been spoken of, ^* the ice was setting 
to the southward, and sometimes at a rapid rate, full 
seven days out of every ten," would not such a person 
naturally ask, why was advantage not taken of such an 
auxiliaty when going in the right direction ? Captain 
Parry has replied to such a question. 

" On numerous occasions the ships might easily have been 
placed among die ice, and left to dnft with it, in comparatiye, 
if not absolute seciui^, where the holding them on has been 

Preferred, though attended with hourly and imminent peril. 
*his was precisely the case on the present occasion; the 
ships might certainly have been pushed into the ice a day or 
two or even a week beforehand, and thus preserved from all 
risk of being forced on shore ; but where they would have 
been drifted, and where they would have been again disen- 
gaged from the ice, or at liberty to take advantage of the oc- 
casional openings in-shore (by which alone the navigation of 
these seas is to be performed with any degree of certainty), 
I believe it impossible for any one to form the most distant 
idea."— P. 148. 

It will, perhaps, be considered indiscreet in a lands- 
man to question the opinion of one of such great nauti- 
cal skin, and so well experienced in the navigation of 
seas hampered with ice, whose exertions have been so 
honorable to himself and satisfactory to his emjdoyers ; 
but he is of too liberal a nature to take amiss, on a mat- 
ter of fact, what is well meant, however it may differ 
from his own opinion. Fully persuaded that none can 
rise from ^the perusal of his ** Northern Voyages" with- 
out being impressed with a decided conviction that his 
merits as an officer and scientifio navigator are of the 
highest order; that his talents are not confined to his 
professional duties, but that the resources of his mind 
are equal to the most arduous situations, and fertile in 
expedients under every circumstance, however difficult, 
dangerous, or unexpected — such a man may safely ven- 
ture, not merely to tolerate, but even to invite criticism, 
when candidly, honestly, and faithfully offered. Par- 
ry's heart still continues to cling to the accomphshment 
of a northwest passage, and most undoubtedly would put 
in practice such measures as, in his opinion and experi' 
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190 ARCTIC VOYAGES. 

offering a still more explicit and decided testimony to the tal- 
ue of toeir labors. The accounts of Hudson, Bamn, and Da- 
vis (and first of all, Frobisher^ are the prodactiona of men of 
no common stamp. They eyidently relate things just as they 
saw them, dweUm^ on such nautical and hydrographical no- 
tices as, even at this day, are valuable to any seaman g^oing 
over die same ground, and describing every appearance of 
nature, whether on the land, the sea, or the ice, -with a de- 
gree of faithfulness which can alone, perhaps, be dulj appre- 
ciated b^ those who succeed them in the same regions and 
under sunilar circumstances. The general outline of the 
lands they discovered was laid down by themselves with such 
extraordinary precision, even in longitude, as scarcely to re- 
quire correction in modem times ; of which &ct the oldest 
maps now extant of Baffin's Bay and the Straits of Hudson 
and Davis, constructed fix)m the original materials, will affbid 
sufficient proof. The same accuracy is observable in their 
accounts oT the tides, soundings, and bearings, phenomena in 
which the lapse of 200 years can have wrought but little 
change. It is, indeed, impossible for any one personally ac- 
quainted with the phenomena of the icy seas to peruse the 
plain and unpretending narratives of these navigators with- 
out i-ecognizmg in almost every event they relate some ci^ 
cumstance fiumliar to his own recollection euad experience, and 
meeting with numberless remarks which bear most unequir- 
ocally about them the impress of truth. 

** While thus doing justice to the faithfulness and accnnuy 
with which they recorded their discoveries, one can not leas 
admire the intrepidity, perseverance, and skill with which, 
inadequately fiirmshed as they were, those discoveries were 
effected, and every difficulty and danser braved. That any 
man, in a single frajl vessel of five-ana-twenty tons, ill founa 
in most respects, and wholly unprovided for 'wintering, hav- 
ing to contend with a thousand real difficulties, as well as 
with numberless imaginary ones, which the superstitions 
then existing among sailors would not fail to conjure up— 
that any man, under such circumstances, should, two hun- 
dred years ago, have persevered in accomplishing what our 
old navigators did accomplish, is, I confess, sufficient to cre- 
ate in mv mind a feeling of the highest pride on the one 
hand, and almost approaching to hunuliation on the other; of 
pride, in remembering that it was our countrymen who per- 
formed these exploits ; of humiliation, when I consider how 
little, with all our advantages, we have succeeded in. going 
beyond them. 

** Indeed, the longer our experience has been in the navi- 
gation of the icy seas, and the more intimate our acquaint- 
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By transit of the Moon— Foster. 
By Jupiter's satellites— Foster. 
Ma^etic dip of needle — ^Parry and Foster. 
Vanation — Parry and various officers. 

The Board of Longitude having suggested that one 
of the objects of the present voyage should be the de- 
termination of the figure of the earth, by means of the 
vibration of a pendulum, tiie apparatus of Captain Hen- 
ry Kater's construction was supplied to the expedition, 
and placed in charge of Lieutenant Henry Foster. As 
it was necessary mat the number of vibrations of the 
same pendulum should be known at different places, Mr. 
Pond, the Astronomer Royal, allowed the trial to be 
made at Greenwich. The results of the experiments, 
as stated by Lieutenant Foster, give briefly — 

Number of vibrations at Greenwich . . 86,159,434 
Ditto at Port B^wen . . 86^30,242 

Length of seconds' pendulum ui the 
latitude of Greenwich .... 39*13911 inches. 
Ditto atPortBowen 39*203468 do. 

Whence, Mr. Foster says, the fraction expressing the 
diminution of gravity from the pole to the equator is 
0054155, and 

The ellipticity of the earth, -^—jj' 

That of the French geometricians, - ^j , ., 

Sabine from the north, —Ir-r. 

Sabine, Melville Island, . * , 

From Lieutenant James Clarke Ross the Appendix 
contains a brief account of the quadrupeds, birds, fishes, 
and insects, and invertebrate animals. There is also an 
account by Sir William Hooker of the plants found in 
the course of this voyage. These may be briefly stated 
as under, embracing bo3i east and west coast of tifiis por- 
tion of America. 

Quadrupeds. — The Polar Bear — Arctic Fox— Lemming 
— ^Polar Hare — Reindeer — Rough Seal — Black Whale — Nar- 
whal. 

Birds. — Iceland Falcon — Snowy Owl — Raven — Laplasd 
Finch — Snow-Bunting — Ptarmigan — Rock Grouse— Willow 
Partridge— Golden Plover — Phalarope, 2 species— Gulls,. 6 
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194 ARCTIC VOTAGES. 

10. That the red sandstone of Possession Bay, &c«, 
renders it probable that rock salt may occur in that quar- 
ter. 

11. That the regions explored by Captain Parry have 
afforded various interesting and highly useful ores, such 
as octahedralf or magnetic iron ore ; rhomboidal, or red 
iron ore ; prismatic, or brown iron ore ; and chromate 
of iron ; also the common ore of copper, or copper py- 
rites, and sulphuret of molybdsna ; ore of titanium, and 
that valuable mineral, graphite, or black-lead. 

12. That gems are not wanting in the Arctic regions 
is proved by me abundance of the precious game4, which, 
on more particular examination of the primitive rocks, 
wiU no doubt be found to present all the beautiful cotors 
and elegant forms for which that stone is so much ad- 
mired. Rock crystal, beryl, and zircon have also been 
met with. 

13. That these countries exhibit the same general ge- 
ognostical arrangements as occur in other countries ex- 
amined by the naturalist ; ** a fact,*' says the professor, 
** which strengthens that opinion, which maintains that 
the great features of nature in the mineral kingdom are 
every where similar, and consequently that &e same 
general agencies must have prevailed generally during 
the formation of the sohd mass of the earth." 

14. And Professor Jameson concludes his remarks in 
the 14th paragraph with a general observation, so beau- 
tifully expressed in language, and so true in substance, 
that it would be well worth the attention of the modem 
physiologist, with his new creations springing out of fiery 
mistSf to leave his unsubstantial visions, and imitate the 
professor's creed, 

"That the apparent irregnlarities which at first sight 
present themselves to our attention in the grand arrange- 
ments in the mineral kingdom are the offspring of our own 
feeble powers of observation, and disappear when the phe- 
nomena are examined in all their relations. It is then, in- 
deed, that the mind obtains those enduring and sublime 
views of the power of the Deity, which, in geology, reward 
the patient observer, raise one of the most oeautiral and in- 
teresting departments of natural science to its true rank, and 
IHTOve that its relations connect, as it were, in the scale of 
magnitude, the phenomena of the earth vrith those more ex- 
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196 ARCTIC VOYAGES. 

the floes and masses of ice would no doubt be driven hf ^ 
them to the easterly coast ; but it would rather appear 
that within the Arctic Circle the northerly and westerly 
winds mostly prevail. The same thing obtains with re- 
gard to temperature, whether on the coasts of continents 
or islands, or even in the broad streets of towns, lying in a 
north and south direction. Thus, on the western coast of 
America, up as far as Cook's River, between the latitude 
of 55° and 60°, the little certhias and the humming-birds 
are said to be chirping and singing, when from New- 
foundland in 50°, down to Philadelphia in 40°, frost and 
snow cover the water and the ground. At home, the 
difference of temperature between the western coast or 
islands of Scotland and the eastern coast is so great, that 
the late Lady Bute found the Isle of Bute more conge- 
nial with her constitution than even En^and. The coast 
of Devonshire is of a much milder temperature than the 
coast of Noifolk. On the same principle, the east side 
of Regent-street, feeing the west, will always be found 
more dry and free from moisture than the opposite side, 
facing tibe east; and so will the east side of Regent's 
Park be more dry, and the houses more free from moist- 
ure, than on the western side. 

From what cause does this proceed ? May it not be 
explained by the &ct that, at or a little before sunrise, 
the temperature of the atmosphere is much lower than 
at or a little after sunset, and that, from the former pe- 
riod to the meridian, the influence of the sun is consid- 
erably less than from the meridian to the latter ; in oth- 
er words, that the power of the sun during the first half 
of the day, when his rays pass over the eastern land, is 
much less than when he is pouring his beams on the 
western land for the second half of the day ? If it be 
conceded that the setting sun shedding its rays on a west- 
ern coast creates a more warm or mild temperature than 
is felt by the more oblique rays at the same time shed 
on the eastern land, perhaps it may assist to solve the 
problem ; but the difference is not so great as to explain 
the cause of the permanently-fixed ice, for instance, on 
the east coast of Greenland, or of Southampton Island, 
and many other coasts running north and south. 

"These facts, when taken together," Parry says, 
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198 ARCTIC VOYAGES. 

add to these the indefatigable labors of Sir James Clarko 
Ross, who has passed seven or eight winters of his life 
in the ice, having recently returned from a three years* 
expedition into the Antarctic Ocean — ^when these sever- 
al cases are prominently brought before us, the only con- 
clusion to be arrived at is this, that the desire for distinc- 
tion, and the confident hope of meriting it by some new 
discovery, overpower every apprehension of danger or 
difficulty, being satisfied that they possess resources 
within diemselves, and a sufficient stock of moral cour- 
age to struggle against and to conquer both difficulty and 
danger. There is also something inviting to a seaman^s 
mind in exploring new countries, which is not the less 
relished by the access to them being beset with obsta- 
cles which to overcome must sometimes require ex- 
treme suffering, and even the sacrifice of life. 

The enterprise about to be described had plenty of 
novelty, difficulty, and danger to recommend it; but 
Parry was not a man to rush headlong into a novel and 
perilous scheme without making inquiry into its nature. 
On consulting Phipps's voyage of 1773, he finds Cap- 
tain Lutwidge describing the ice for ten or twelve leagues 
as *^ one continued plain of sniooth, unbroken ice, bound- 
ed only by the horizon." Mr. Scoresby's account was 
stronger still. ** I once saw," he says, ** a field that was 
so free from either fissure or hommoc, that I imagine, 
had it been free from snow, a coach might have been 
driven many leagues over it in a direct line, without ob- 
struction or danger." Great encouragement these re- 
ports certainly afforded for the progress of a sledge- 
borne boat. Captain Parry, however, adds a farther 
stimulus — that his hopes of success were principally 
founded on the proposition that had been made by his 
friend and brother-officer, Captain Franklin, who had 
himself volunteered to conduct it. 

Two boats were specially constructed for this pur- 
pose, twenty feet long and seven broad, fljat-floored, and 
built as stout as wood and iron could make them, and so 
fitted as to contain nautical and other instruments, bags 
of biscuit, pemmican, spare clothing, and a variety of 
smaller stores, chiefly provisions. ^'A bamboo mast 
nineteen feet long, a tarred duck sail, answering also the 
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and made sail from the Nore, and cm the 19th arrived at 
Hammerfeat, where they were to receive on board ei^ 
reindeer, with a supply of moss (Cenomyce rangiferina) 
for their provender. Here Pariy gleaned some instruc- 
tions for the management of the deer. 

" Nothing can be more beautiftd than the training of the 
Lapland reindeer. With a simple collar of skin roond bis 
neck, a single trace of the same material attached to the polk 
or sledge, and passing between his less, and one rein listened 
like a ludter round his neck, this intelligent and docile animal 
is perfectly under command qf an experienced driver, and 
performs astonishing journeys over the softest snow. When 
the rein is thrown over on the off-side of the animal, he im- 
mediately sets off at full trot, and stops short the instant it is 
thrown back to the near side. Shaking the rein over his back 
is the only whip that is required." — P. 6. 

The quantity of clean moss, per day, f(»r each deer, 
is stated to be four pounds, but diey go five or six days 
without provender, and without suffering materially. 
Snow is to them the best kind of water, and ice a com- 
fortable bed. It may well be imagined how valuable 
such animals were likely to be to the party ; and Pany 
observes, that ^* the more we became accustomed, ana, 
I may say, attached to them, the more painful became 
the idea of the necessity which was Ukely to exist, of 
ultimately having recourse to them as provisions for our- 
selves." 

On the 14th of May the Hecla rounded Hakluyt's 
Headland, and met with such a tremendous gale of wind 
and gusts from the high land as almost to lay the ship on 
her beam ends, and oblige them to reduce the canvas 
to the main-topwil and storms ails, and let her drive to 
leeward. Parry suggests it might have been such a 
stoim as this that gave the name of this headland, in an 
old Dutch chart, the DuyveVs Hoek, From this time 
till the embarcation in boats, which did not take place till 
after " a close and tedious * besetment' of twenty-four 
days," that is, from the 14th of May till the 8th of June, 
may be looked on as so much lost time. Indeed, after 
being released, it required a long, anxious, and tedious 
search for a properly secure harbor in which to leave the 
Hecla, where she might conveniently be found on the 
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to us, while the rest of the things just mentioned would 
only have been an encumbrance.** 

What became of those interesting little creatures, the 
eight reindeer, which were spoken of with a kind of af- 
fectionate regard, while it was hinted that the painful 
necessity might arise of having recourse to them as pro- 
vision, is not stated. It was soon evident, indeed, ^m 
i the appearance of the ice, that they could not be of the 

I slightest use, but a great encumbrance in the boats : of 

i their ultimate fiite no mention b made in the narrative. 

Lieutenant Crozier accompanied the boats as far as 
Walden Island, where a deposit of provisions was left, 
whence they proceeded to Little Table Island to exam- 
ine and resecure the provisions that had been left there 
for their return. The prospect to the northward was 
favorable enough, only a small quantity of loose ice be- 
ing in sight, the weather calm and clear, with the sea as 
smooth as a mirror ; thus *^ we set off without delay, at 
half past ten, taking our final leave of the Spitsbergen 
shores, as we hoped, for at least two months. The wal- 
ruses here were veiy numerous, lying in herds upon the 
ice, and plunging into the water to follow us as we pass- 
ed. The sound they utter is something between bellow- 
ing and very loud snorting, which, together with their 
grim, bearded countenances, and long tusks, make them 
appear, as indeed they are, rather formidable enemies 
to contend with. 

** Steering due north, we made good progress, our lat- 
itude, by the sun*s meridian altitude at midnight, being 
80° 51' 13''. At noon the next day, after a run of two 
hours in open water, with a westerly wind, we were 
stopped by ck>se ice, and obliged to haul the boats upon 
a smaU floe-piece, the latitude by observation being 81° 
12' 51". 

As this voyage is of so bold and daring a character, and 
in all its circumstances so novel and penectly unique, no 
description of it, except in the words of the conunander 
of the Enterprise himself, can convey to the reader an 
adequate idea of the arrangements and the management 
of it. The usual mode pursued by this gallant party on 
their adventurous voyage is thus described : | 

** Our plan of traveling being nearly the same throughout 
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, Mwr wip nnC nrtprra opos tn^ ic*, I ■wr st 
OBoe fire ■ome acxiount of oar nmml mode of pffomeduMr. U 
was ny inlestiaa to tnwM wboUy »t niffbt, sad to rraC by 
d«y, there beinf » of ooane, ooiMiwit <laTli<bt in tfarw* rpinoot 
dnrag the ■oiniiwr ■eami. Tba adTmiitairt** of thk pUii« 
wfakli WW oocuioiMlly d«r«iiir<^ br cimmMtaonM, oooartnl, 
fine, in our aToidin^ the iatmie and opprMuve irlarf fttan 
llie MOW dnrinir tfa« time of the flan's irrratrat altitudr, to m 
to prerent, in aoina drm^^ the painlol iii fl a i ia i ia ti oo ia tlw 
e^pBfl catted * ■ww^tKnnneM.' which is cou u nua in all Miowy 
eoontnea. We alao tfaiw ei^joyed frreatfr wannth dnrinir tfa* 
boon of rest, and had a beOer chance of <lryinff oar riochr* ; 
bcMwiffi which, no snail adTanlaire waa demrd from the mow 
bein^ faaider at nifrfat for trarrlmg. The only dimd va nt age 
of thu pUn waa, that the fofc* wcrr flaropwhat more frw^umt 
and more thick by ni^t than by day, thoa^h eren in thM r^ 
■pect there wa* leat dilierence than mi^ht hare been flop- 
poaed, the temperatorr* during the twmty-foor boon onder- 
pnnfT bat little variatioa. ThM traTelinf by nifrht and ileep- 
mg 1^ day ao completely inrerled the namral order of things, 
Ihat it waa difficolt to perfloade onneWe* of the reality. £v<<q 
the iABcm and nnrMiC wbo were all farniabed with pocket 
dmmamelefBy ogomI not always bear in mind at what part of 
the twenty 4cHir homn we had airired ; and there were aer- 
eral of the men wbo declared, and 1 belieire tmly, that they 
never knew niffat from day daring the whole excnniaQ.* 

" When we roee in the erening, we commrtioed our day 
by pnyen, after which we took off oar fur •leeping-drrMea, 
ana pot on dioee fin* traYeHng ; the former being made of 
camlet, lined with racoon akin, and the latter of atrong bloa 
box-doth. We made a point of alwaya patting on the aame 
■loddnga and boota for traveling in, whether they had dried 
daring the day or not ; and 1 believe it waa onfy in 6ve or 
six inatancea, at the mcwt, that they were not either atill wet 
or hard frozen. Thia, indeed, waa of no conaeqaenoe beyond 
die discomfort of first patting them on in thia state, as thc*y 
'were sare to be thorooghly wet in a quarter of an boor after 
commencing oar joamey, while, on the odier band, it was 
of vital importance to keep dry things for sleeping in. Being 

* "Hsd we socceeded in reachiii^ the hi«ber Istitodes, where the 
chanite of tbe ran** ahitade during the twenty-four boori U vtfll Iom per- 
ceptible, it would hare been e«sexitially neer — ary to poaacM the certain 
meant of knowina this, sinoe an error of twelre hours of time would 
have carried us, when we intended to return, on a meridian opporifie tCL 
or 180° firom, the right one. To obriate the poMibility of thd, we had 
some chroacnneterB, constructed by Messrs. Parkinson and Frodshsm, 
of which the hour-hand made only one rerolution in tiie day, the twen* 
ty-foor haan being maiiLed round tbe dial-plate.*' 
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* rigged* for traveling, we breakfasted upon warm cocoa and 
biflcuit, and after stowing the things in the boats and on the 
sledges, so as to secure mem, -as much as possible, fiiom wet, 
we set off on our day's jopme]^:, and usually traveled from 
five to five and slialf hours, then stopped an hour to dine, 
and again traveled four, five, or even six hours, according to 
circumstances. After this we halted for the ni^ht, as we 
called it, though it was usually early in the mommg, select- 
ing the larsest surfece of'ice we luippened to be near for 
hauling the Doats on, in order to avoid the danner of its break- 
ing up by coming in contact with other masses, and also to 
prevent drift as much as possible. The boats were placed 
dose alongade each other, with their stems to the wind, the 
■now or wet cleared out df them, and the saHs, supported by 
the bamboo masts and three paddles, placed over them as 
awninp, an entrance being left at the bow. Every^ man then 
immecUately put on dry stockings and fin: boots, after which 
we set abqut ^e necessary repairs of boats, sledges, or 
clothes; and, after serving: tne provisiona :for the suc^eding 
day, we went to supper. Most of the officers and men then 
smoked their pipes, -which served to dry the boats and awn- 
inss very much, and usually raised the temperature of our 
lodgings 10^ or 15^. This part of the twenty-four homns was 
often a time, and the only one, of real ei^03rment to us; the 
men told their stories, and * fought all their battles o'er again,' 
and the labors of the day, unsuccessfid as they too often were, 
were forgotten. A regular watch was set during our resting- 
time, to look out for bears, or for the ice breaking up round 
us, as well as to attend to the drying of the clothes, each 
man alternately taking this duty for one hour. We then con- 
cluded our day with prayers, and having put on our fur dress- 
es, lay down to sleep with a degree of comfort which per- 
haps few persons would imagine possible under such circum- 
stances ; our chief inconvenience being, that we were some- 
what pinched for room, and therefore obliged to stow rather 
closer than was quite agreeable. The temperature, while 
we slept, was usually firom 36° to 45°, according to the state 
of the external atmosphere ; but on one or two occasions, in 
calm and warm weather, it rose as high as 60° to 66°, obli- 
ging us to throw off a part of our fiir dress. After we had 
slept seven hours, the man appointed to boil the cocoa roused 
us, when it was ready, by the sound of a bugle, when we 
commenced our day in the manner before described. 

" Our allowance of provisions for each man per day was 
as follows : 

Biscuit . . . .10 ounces. 

Pemmican .... 9 " .3 
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1 

1 mU. 

Toteeeo . . 3 cmukv* per wr«k. 

da- &el HI— ittud e«tin*ly of apirito of wine, c/ « hkfa two 
pots iirmcd oar daDy ftUowranr, the ooocn birin^ cvioked in 
aa iitm botW, orer a aftudlow inm lamp, with ar^rn wWka. 
We vmaSij faond our pint of the •nirit* of wine MdBrinu lur 
p e pai - mg ovr brrak&et, that ia, inr bfvtiiur St pinti of walrr. 
tboagfa it alw«T« commracrd fnm the w aip <*i a fr> of 9^. 
If the wratlicv wma oalia and hit, this qoaatitT of farl farnn^ 
it to tbe boiliiig poiat m about aa bo«r and a onartpr, b«t 
■Bare cnwrallj Die wicka befcan to go oiit bHun* it bad 
reached tSOO^. Thia, bowerer. madr a >eiy oom&Mtable a»nal 
to pecaoaa aitaatad aa we were. Such, with rrry little vari- 
ation, waa oar rrfnilar routine during the whole of thia ex- 
canaoo."— P. io-^9. 

The putj nuMt hare b^e itriev ou rty ditappouiltHl on 
finding the state of the ire wholly the nrme of what it 
bad been repTMented before settiof out. Instead of be- 
ing a fine, unooth level plain, ** over which a coach might 
have been driven many leagues ;" instead of eompact 
floea, it consisted entirely of sinal« loose, and ragged 
icasses, obliging them "to make three jottrneyt, and 
Bometimes four, with the boats and baggage, and to lanch 
aeveral times across ihutow pools of water.'* And yet 
the descriptions given by Captain Lntwidge and Mr. 
Scoresby might be quite correct at the time, though now 
totaOy different, the condition of the ice varying from 
year to year. One day, we are told, during heavy rain, 
they advanced but half a mile in four hours. At anoth- 
er time, in thick weather, the ice was so mnch in mo- 
tion as to make it dangerotis to cross with kwded boats, 
die masses being so smafl. Another day they landed on 
a smafl floe, but ** it proved so rugged that we were 
obliged to midce three and sometimes four journeys with 
Ae boats and provisions, and this by a very circuitotis 
route, so that the road by which we made a mile of 
northing was a full mile and a half in length, and over 
this we had to^travel at least five, and sometimes seven 
times." In short, from the 25th, the day they started, to 
the 30th, it was fbimd, by an observation at midnight, 
that they had reached no higher than Ql^ 23% '' to that 
S 
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we had made only eight miles of northing once our hat 
observation at noon on the 25th/' 

Captain Parry observes, that as the temperature by 
night and day was liable to little variation, some incon- 
venience was experienced with regard to noticing the 
time. To obviate any mistake which at or near the 
Pole might lead them, by taking the wrong twelve 
hours, to a meridian 180^ from the intended one, they 
had some chronometers of which the hour-hand made 
only one revolution in the day, the twenty-four hours 
being marked round the dial-plate. (See page 203 and 
Note on this subject.) 

The 1st of July brought them to no better ice ; a few 
small floes occurred, with pools of water between them, 
the ice less broken up, and sometimes tolerably level ; 
but six to eighteen inches of soft snow lying on the sur- 
face made the traveling very fatiguing, and obliged the 
party to undergo at least two, and sometimes three, jour- 
neys with their loads. On the boats landing on a floe- 
piece, Parry and Ross generaDy walked on ahead to 
select the easiest road for the boats to follow; the 
sledges came after them, by whicli the snow was trod- 
den down, and made easier for the boats. What follows 
is too interesting to be omitted. 

** As soon as we arrived at the other end of the floe, or 
came to any difficult place, we mounted one of the highest 
hommocs of ice near at hand (many of which were from 
fifteen to twenty-five feet above the sea), in order to obtain a 
better view around us ; and nothing could well exceed the 
dreariness which such a view presented. The eye wearied 
itself in vain to find an object out ice and sky to rest upon ; 
and even the latter was often hklden from our view by the 
dense and dismal fogs i^^ch so generally prevailed. For 
want of variety, the most trifling circumstance engaged a more 
than ordinary share of our attention ; a passing gull, a mass 
of ice of unusual form, became objects which our situatioa 
and circmnstances magnified into ridiculous importance ; and 
we have since often smiled to remember the eager interest 
with which we regarded many insignificant occurrences. It 
may well be imagined, then, how cheering it "was to toni 
firom this scene of inanimate desolation to our two little boats 
in the distance, to see the moving figures of our men winding 
with their sledges among the nonmaocs, and to hear once 
more the sound of human voices breaking the stilhieas of this 
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'we had killed in the eonne of the lait week; and lioB was a 
laxary which penons thus ntoated oocdd perhaps akme duly 
appreciate. We had seen in the conne of the day a few 
rotgesy a doyekie, a loom, a moUemnck, and two or three 
very small seals."— P. 70. 

On the 12th of July they had reached the latitude of 
82° 14' 28" ; a brilliant day and clear sky OTerhead, "an 
absolute luxury to us.** The pools and streams on the 
floes increased, and caused the men to make a very cir- 
cuitous route. " K any thing coukl have compensated for 
the delay these occasioned us, it would have been the 
beautiful blue color peculiar to these super-glacial lakes, 
which is certainly one of the most pleasing tints in na- 
ture." The next day they were in latitude 82° 17' 10" ; 
no bottom with 400 fathoms of line ; temperature of 
water brought up, 31° ; of surface water, 32^° ; of the 
ice, 33° ; of the air, 36°. " On this day we saw," says 
Parry, " during this last journey, a mollemuck, and a 
second Ross gull ; and a couple of small flies (to us an 
event of ridiculous importance) were found upon the 
ice," but whether living or deadf is not recorded. 

No improvement on the 14th, after five hours' un- 
ceasing labor ; the progress was a mile and a half due 
north, though from three to four miles had been trav- 
ersed, and ten at least walked, having made three jour- 
neys a great part of the way, lanched and hauled up 
the boats four times, and dragged them over twenty-five 
separate pieces of ice ; no improvement in the traveling. 
** After more than eleven hours of actual labor on the 
18th, requiring for the most part our whole strength to 
be exei-ted, we had traveled over a space not exceeding 
four miles, of which only two were made good." But 
this snail-like progress was not the worst that befell 
them ; it was very small, but still it was progress. Now, 
however, the 203i of July, Parry says, 

" We halted at 7 A.M., having by our reckoning accom- 
plished six miles and a half in a N.N.W. direction, the dis- 
tance traversed being ten miles and a half. It may therefore 
be imagined bow great vtbb our mortification in nq4ing that 
our latitude by obsenration at noon was only 82° 36' 52", 
being less ibaajive miles to the northward of our place at 
noon on the 17tn, since which time we bad certainly tzaveled 
twelve in that direction."— F. 94. 
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•d prndoot to mtotd making tbe htt known to the men ; 
at die Mine time, « wmrr M>rioas cakmit j ww avrowlj 
esoq>r<l : the floe oo whieb they were broke under the 
weight of the boats and sledges, and the latter were 
neariy lost through the ice; tome of the men, loo» 
went throQgh, but were otorideotialy nved. l>n tha 
S2d, howerer, the ice had considerably improred ; tha 
floea became large and tolerably lerel, and some good 
lanes of water occurring, it was calcokled they had 
made between ten and eleren miles, and traTersed a 
distance of about seventeen, after more than twehre 
hours* actual traTeling, by which the people were ex- 
tremely &tigued ; ** but while the work,** says Parry, 
**seeined to be repaid by any thing bke piugnias, the 
men labored with great cheerfulness to the utmost of 
their strength.** It may readilr be imagined that the 
improvement of the ice, and with it the increased prog- 
ress, gare much satisfaction, though the encouraging 
prospect was but of short duimtioo. 

** In ppoportiao, then, to the hopes we had begun to enter- 
tain, WM oar diMppointment in finding at noon that we were 
in latitude 929 43' 5", or not quite ioor miles to the north- 
waid of yeateidsy'i observation, instoad of the ten or eleven 
which we bad traveled ! However, we detemuned to con- 
tinue to the last oar utmost ezertkais, though we ooald never 
once encounge the men by assuring tbem of oar making 
eood progress ; and setting out at seven in the evening, soon 
foaod that our hope of havmg permanently reached better ice 
was not to be reidixed, for the floe on wluch we slept was so 
full of bommocs that it took as just six boun to cross it, the 
distance in a straight line not exceeding two miles and a 
half.»»— P. 98, 99. 

Such a result was disheartening enough to the offi- 
cers, who knew to what little efl^ the strugries were 
made, of vidiich, however, the men appears to have 
no suspicion, though Parry says ** they often laogfainfi^ 
remarked that *we were a kmg time getting to mis 
83^.* ** This was merely the point assumed, as they 
certainly had no suspicion that oo their arrival at that 
point they would have been entitled to one thousand 
pounds.* But, had they known it, they coukl not have 
* By ordsr in eoandL 
14 S2 
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labored more earnestly than diey did. In their slow 
advance to the northward, the ice became so small that 
a single piece only could be found to place the boats 
upon. On the 26Ui Pairy says, 

" The weather improvinff toward noon on the 26th, we 
obtained the meridisui altituae of the sun, by which we fmuid 
ourselves in latitude 82^ 4(y 23'' ; so tiiat, smce our last ob- 
servation (at midnight on the 22d), we had lost by drift no 
less than thirteen miles and a half; for we were now more 
than three miles to the southward of that observation, thongh 
we had certainly traveled between ten and eleven due north 
in this interval ! Again, we were but one mile to the north 
of our place at noon on the 2l8t, though we had estimated 
oiu* distance made good at twenty-three miles. Thus it ap- 
peared that for the last ^e days we had been stn^gling 
against a southerly drift exceeding four miles a day ."—P. 102. 

It now became obvious that the sea in tiiis lutitud^ 
had assumed a character utterly unfit for the kind of 
navigation, or, rather, of floe-traveling, which had hither- 
to been pursued — in short, that it had become hopeless 
to pursue the journey any farther. 

''It had, for some time past, been too evident that the 
nature of the ice with whicn we had to contend was such, 
and its drift to the southward, especially with a northeiiy 
wind, so great, as to put beyond our reach any thins but a 
very moderate share of success in traveling to the normwfod. 
Still, however, we had been anxious to reach the highest 
latitude which our means would allow, and with this view, 
although our whole object had long become unattainable, 
had pushed on to the northward for thirty-five days, or until 
half our resources were expended, and the middle of our 
season arrived. For the last few days the eishty-third paral- 
lel was tiie limit to which we had ventured to extend our 
hopes ; but even this expectation had become considerablv 
weakened since the setting in of the last nerUKiiy wind, 
which continued to drive us to the southward during ^ 
necessary hours of rest nearly as much as we could gam l^ 
eleven or twelve hours of daily labor. Had our success 
been at all proportionate to our exertions, it was my ftill in- 
tention to have proceeded a few days beyond the nuddle of 
the period for which we were movided, trusting to the re- 
sources we expected to find at Table Island. But this was 
so 6r fix)m being the case, that I could not but consider it as 
incurring useless £&tije;ue to the officers and men, and unneces- 
sary wear and tear for the boats, to persevere any longer in 
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''Our ensignB and pendants were di^Iajed during Ao 
day ; and severely as we re^tted not having been ^le to 
hoist the British flag in the highest latitude to which we had 
aspired, we shall perhaps be excused iu having felt some 
little pride in being the bearers of it to a parallel consideni> 
bly beyond that mentioned in any other well-authenticated 
record." 

On the 27th they set out on their return to the south- 
ward, and, says Parry, ** I can safely say that, dreary 
and cheerless as were the scenes we were about to 
leave, we never turned homeward with so little satisfac- 
tion as on this occasion.** No man nor body of men are 
chargeable with blame for not accomphshing impossibil- 
ities : the party in question have done more than had 
ever been done at any time, or more probably than wiQ 
over be done again on the same plan ; it is much to say 
that they succeeded, in advancing toward the Pole of 
the earth, to a point which no human being before them 
had ever reached, and after a cheerful and patient en- 
durance of laborious drudgery, which, it is to be hoped, 
no human behig will ever hereafter be induced to repeat. 

It will not be necessary to follow our voyagers on 
their return ; the permanency of the southern current, 
for so it would seem, afforded them the satisfaction of 
feeling that whatever length of journey they made to the 
northward would be so much gain, and no back-shding; 
every mile would tell ; they had, moreover, the advan- 
tage which is noticed by Parry, of getting rid of the 
glare from the snow, on account of the lowness of the 
sun at night, as also the comfortable change when look- 
ing out for the road ; and had the sun be£und them, in- 
stead of facing it, as on the outward journey. Nothing 
very remarkable occurred on thebr return. A quantity 
of snow was met with, tinged to the depth of several 
inches with some red coloring matter: this red snow 
occurred in two or three spots, some of which they bot- 
tled, and found, on examination in En^and by Sir Will- 
iam Hooker, as former specimens were, to be the PtU- 
meUa nivalis, one of the Algas, and which, long before, 
Bauer had pronounced to be Uredo nivalis, 

** A fiit she-bear crossed over a lane of< water to visit q& 
and approaching the boats within twenty yards, was killea 
by Lieut. Boss. The scene which followed was laughable, 
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erea to im who paitiripated in it. Beftwv the 
dooe bitiiig the hmiw, oor oC ti>r mm wm alonrMde of brr 
with an oprn knifc*, aod hr'm^ Mkrd what b<* ^^m aboat la 
do, repliea, that be wa« coin^' tf> rut cmt thr> hrart and Urtr, 
to pat into thr pot mhirh napprnrd to \tr thrn Unlmx (r*r our 
tapper. In short, briiire the bear bad brrn dead an bcior, 
all haada ci as were emplorrd, to oar prrat iatjdartkm, in 
diKOflnng th« merita not tmlr of the laid heart aad lirar, but 
a pooad per man ci the fle«)i ; beaidea which, lome or other 
of the men were ronatantly frrinir ateaka during the whole 
day, over a large fire nade of the blubber." — f. 1 1 4. 

The eonaequaoce of tfaiu ^anamudamf^ oo ht bear'a 
flesh was ohrKms. Deroored as it was with such and- 
hy hy the men, some of them complained for several 
days of pains such as usually arise from indigestioii, 
^^dioogh they all,** says Parrj, ** amusingly eoooKh, 
attriboted this eflfect to the quahty, and not the quantity 
of mqpt they had eaten.** On the eth of AoKUrt they 
hanled op the boats only onee, and had made, thon|^ by 
a winding channel, four or five miles of soathinc* ** Thai 
was so tmnsoal a circnmstance, that we could not help 
entertaining some hope of our being at no great distance 
from the open sea, which seemed the more probable, 
from oor haring seen seven or eight narwhals, and noC 
less than two hnndred rotges, a flock of these httle birds 
occurring in every hole of water.** On the 10th a strong 
southerly wind, that had blown from that quarter for 
the last thirty hours, had blown them back to the north- 
ward only four miles, which it is said ** aflbrded a kst 
and striking proof of the general teiklency of the ice to 
drift southward about the meridians on which we had 
been traveling.** Arrived at 81 "=" 3(r, the sea was found 
to be crowded with shrimps and other sea-insects, prin- 
cipally the CUo BortaUs wA Argtmaula AretUa^ on 
which numerous birds were feeding. This was the 
11th of August, on the morning of which the first soiud 
of the swell was heard under Uie holkivs ^ 
ice, aiKl in a quarter of an hour we reu^ hiAit iin* tipon 
sea, which was ^limViing with heavy giii -^t*^ figuirmt iImi 
outer masses. •• We hauled our boiiri^/* «*>!» Pwry, 
** upon one of diese, to eat our hst mea\ ufKin th*^ tc^.** 
They were now fifty miles distant frotii Fuhln Ukriil, 
which they reached about noon, and found Huil lUe bi^iuv 
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had devoured all the bread, which occasioned a remark 
among the men that ** Bruin was only square with us.*' 
Captain Parry*s observation on finally quitting the ice, 
after taking up his abode upon it for forty-eight days, 
was, ** I can not describe the comfort we experienced in 
once more feeling a dry and solid footing/' Of the for- 
ty-eight days, thbrty-tluree were passed on the outward, 
and fifteen on the return voyage ; such is the difiference 
between going with the stream and against it. 

Table Island, however, afforded no place for the men 
to rest. So rugged and inhospitable is this northern 
rock, that not a single spot was found where the boats 
could be hauled up. To the islet lying ofif Table Island, 
which, Parry says, " is interesting, as being the north- 
ernmost known ^d upon the globe, I have applied the 
name of Lieutenant Ross in the chart ; adding, ** for I 
believe no individual can have exerted himself .more 
strenuously to rob it of this distinction." Any thing that 
confers a distinction on the name of James Ross is wor- 
thy of recording, and such is the following passage from 
Sir William Hooker on the "Botany:" "Those spe- 
cies that were gathered in Ross's Islet are peculiariy in- 
teresting, from the circumstance of that island constitu- 
ting the most northern known land in the world." The 
l^nts named nre, Bryum — Hypnum (two species)^- 
Tricostomum — Polytrichum — Jungermannia — Gyro- 
phora (Rocktripe, two species) — Cetraria — Cenomyce 
(Reindeer grass, two species) — Stercoiolon — Sphsero- 
phoron — AJectoria — Cornicularia — Ulva — Philota. 

It was not till the 2l8t of August that they arrived on 
board the Hecla, after an absence of sixty-one days, 
"being received," says Parry, "with that warm and 
cordial welcome which can alone be felt and not describ- 
ed.'^ Thus ended at Spitzbergen this novel and peril- 
ous expedition, of which, though the object was not ac- 
complished, every officer and man employed in it may 
be proud. Thus far Parry concludes his narrative : 

"The distance traversed during this excursion was five 
hundred and sixty-nine eeoffraphical miles ; but allowing for 
the number of times we haa to return for our baggage during 
the greater part of the journeys over the ice, we estimatea 
our actual traveling at nine hundred and seventy-eight geo- 
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mpfciml, or alem Inadrad and twcaty-tevca •tamta mtb*. 
Cantaderng oor oimrtint exponra to wet, cold, and Cfttifnic*^ 
oar ttnckingn luring gcnenhj br<*Q drrocbrd in ■Dow-watrr 
fcr twelre Doon oat of crery fiMUHUtd-twrntf, I bad ((Tr«t 
remmm to be tfaaakibl far th^ rzcrllrat braltb m wbirb, uptia 
tbe wbolf, we reecfaed tbe ship. Tb«Tv* is no doabt that W9 
had an h t cimiv in a eertain drgrre, (mdaaUy wc«ker far 
■ome time past; b«t amfy thnte mrti ef oor party now re* 
quired medlinal oara, two d them with badlj aweUed legv 
«m1 general defaflitT, aid the other from a bntiie; bat eres 
theae three retaraed to thrir dnty in a ahort timr. 

^'I caaaotooocliidetheaocoant of oar pruccwdinga withoot 
eodeavoring to do jiutice lo tha chccHul alacrity and onwe*- 
ried zeal displayed oy my companions, both officen and mm, 
in the ooorae of thia exmnion ; and if tteaily pcTBereraoco 
and active exertion oo their parts could hare acooraplishe& 
our object, sooceas woold andoobtedly hare crowned oar la^ 
ban. I moat also meotion, to the credit at the oOoan of 
Woolwich Dockrard, who took ao moch paina ia tha cao- 
stmctian of o«r Doata, that notwithstanding die fwstant and 
oerete trial to which their atreogth had been pal— and a mom 
aerere trial ooald not well be derised — not a tinnber waa 
spmng, a plank ^dit, or tbe smallest uuwnf wifftihuMl by them ; 
toey were, indeed^ as tight and as fit far senrice when we 
reached the ship, as when iher were fint reoeired oo board* 
and in erery respect answerea the intended purpose admira- 
ljy.»*«— P. 12$, 12S. 

CapCaiii Parrj ghrea all due credit for the difigent and 
actire manoer in which Lieatetumta Foster and Crosier 
fulfifled their inatractions daring hit abaence, and for the 
complete state in which he foiud the Hecia on bii re- 
turn-— the various obsenrationa intereatinc to science 
sedolonsly performed, specimens of natural nistory care- 
fiiDj collected and preserved, and all die duties of the 
ship carried on to his perfect satisfaction. Many inter- 
esting obsenrationa ware made on the inclination, dip, 
and intensity of the magnetic needle. ** Among other 
magnetictl observations,** says Parry, ^an interesting 
series of hourly experiments had been made on the di- 
urnal changes of variation and intensity, and continued 
for several days without interruption, by the two lieu- 
tanants.** From these it appears that a diurnal osciDa- 
don of the magnetic needle takes place, usually amotint- 

* A wen-deserved corapliment to the utificers of that yard, and ta 
their aUe iaafl(ar-«bip«n^ Mr. OUver Laof. 
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ing to about a degree and a half, and in some instanees 
to 2J°, the maximum variatiou being about 4'* 22' P.M. 
The change of intensity giving an increased action was 
about 10^ 20' A.M., and uiinimum intensity about mid- 
night. 

The animals met with on the shores of Treurenburg 
Bay and of Way gat Strait were of the same kind, but 
less i^entiful than those on the west coast of Spitzbergen ; 
they consisted chiefly of sea-horses, narwhals, and white 
whales, but no black ones ; die more common animals 
were principally reindeer, bears^ foxes, glaucous and 
ivory gulls, tern, eider ducks, and grouse. Seventy 
reindeer were killed, chiefly small, and until the middle 
of August not in good condition ; they wer 3 met with in 
herds, from six or eight to twenty. Thre e bears were 
killed, one of which, was of more tiban orr inary dimen- 
sions, measuring eight feet four inches fi jm £he snout 
to the root of the tiul. 

The boat expedition was less fortunate with regard 
to animals ; few living creatures were seen, and these 
mostly gulls, and one insect found on a piece of ice, and 
it was a dead Aphis. It has a chapter to itself in the 
Appendix, headed Ibtsxct. Parry says, " I am indebted 
to the friendship of Mr. J. Curtis for the following de- 
scription of the only insect that was obtained during the 
voyage.*' The description gives no intelligible informa- 
tion, only that it resembles another species called A. 
picea. ** The circumstance of the Aphis borealis hav- 
ing been found on floating floes of ice on the Polar Sea, 
at one hundred miles distance frt)m the nearest known 
land, and as far north as 82^^, renders it in a more than 
ordinary degree interesting. As the one it resembles 
feeds on the silver fir, so it is supposed that the floating 
trees of fir that are to be found so abundantly on the 
shores and to the northward of Spitzbergen might pos- 
sibly be the means by which this insect has been trans- 
ported to the northern regions." Perhaps so ; but it 
may be asked, By what possible means were t^e firs 
thus transported ? 

Sir Edward Parry, at the conclusion of his narrative, 
after observing that the object is of more difficult attain- 
ment than was before supposed, even by those persons 
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bergen, jost as we did in the Hecla, but not ao early in Ibe 
seaaon, the olject for that year being m«»ly to find secure 
winter quarters as &r north as possible. For this purpose, it 
would only be necessary to reacn Hakluyt's Headland by Uie 
end of June, which would afford ample leisure for examining 
the more northern lands, especially about the Seyen Islands, 
where, in all probability, a secure nook might be found for 
the ship, and a starting-point for the proposed expedition 
some forty or fifty miles m adyance of the point wnere the 
Hecla was before laid up. The winter might be usefully em- 
ployed in yarious preparations for the journey, as well as in 
magnetic, astronomical, and meteorological obseryations of 
high interest in &at latitude. I propose that the expediti(m 
should ieaye the ship in th^ course of the month of April, 
when the ice would present one hard and unbroken surrace, 
oyer which, as I conndently beheye, it would not be difficult 
to make good thirty miles per day without any exposure to 
wet, and probably without snow-blindness. At this season, 
too, the ice would probably be stationary, and thus the two 
great difficulties which we formerly had to encounter wookl 
foe entirely obyiated. It might form a part of the plan to posh 
out supphes in adyance to the distance of one hundred noiles, 
to be taken up on the way, so as to commence the joumi^ 
comparatiy^y li^ht ; and as the intention would be to oom> 
plete the enterprise in the course of the month of May, before 
any disruption of the ice or any material softening of the but* 
fooe had taken place, similar supplies mi^ht be sent out to the 
same distance, to meet the party on their return. 

" It mi^ht, ferther, be worth while to take reindeer firom 
Hammertest in passing, with the chance of keeping them alive 
during the winter on such forinaceous food as the proyision 
of the ship could fomish. 

** I will only add, that this plan might be aoeomplished 
without the ship incurring any material risk, since the naviga- 
tion both out and home need only be performed at a season 
when the sea is very little encumoered with ice; and, more- 
over, an opportunity would be afforded during two seasons oi 
stretching mr to the northward in the ship, if the state of the 
ice should prove fovorable. I remain, yours, &c., 

" W. Parrt.»» 

" Sir John Barrow, Bart.** 

The plan here described is no doubt an improvement 
over the one that failed ; but without presuming too 
much, not being altogether unacquainted with a diip*8 
navigating among wlmt is called sailing-ice, it may be 
allowable to suggest another .and a different phin, and 
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on the whole, l00i obfectioiiafale. It woold 

of two oBwD thkM liiiitlv to tliose which, after 

three jemrs* terrice in the Antarctic Seas, are now en- 
gaged in the ice of the North Pokr Seat ; they should 
be tent in the earlj apring along the weatem coaat of 
Spitzbergen, where osoalljr no impediment esiata, aa 
fiu> op aa 80^ ; take oTery opportonitj of proceedinc 
directly to the north, where, about &2\ Parry haa told 
oa, the large floea had diaappeared, and the tea there 
waa found to be loaded only with loose, disconnected, 
smaU masses of ice, through which ships would find no 
diflicuhy in sailing, though totally unlit for boats drag- 
ging ; and aa this loose ice waa drifting to the south- 
wwl, he fiuther saya, that beCbrD the middle of August 
a ahip might have sailed up to the latitude of 82^ almost 
without touching a piece of ice. It is nc»l, then, unreas- 
onable to expect, that beyond that parallel, eren as fiir 
aa the Pole itself, the sea would be free of ice during 
the six summer months of perpetual sun through each 
of the twenty -four hours, which, with the aid of the 
current, would in aU probability daafc'oy and dissipate 
the Polar ice. 

If; then, on the return of Sir John Franklin's ahipa* 
the screw-propeller supplied to each ahouki have been 
found to answer, a fair opportunitT woukl be afforded of 
deciding the question. The trial wouki soon be made, 
and, from the experience of Parry, woukl be made 
without danger of kMs to ships or men, for it is probable 
they woukl not have any ice-bound shores to contend 
with. The distance from Hakluyt's HeadhuMi to the 
Pole is 600 geographkml milea. Gruiting the ships to 
make only twenty miles in twenty-four hours (on the 
suppositk>n of much sailing-ice to go through), even in 
that case it would require but a month to enable the 
explorer to put his foot on the piTot or point of the axis 
on which the gk)be of the earth turns ; remain there a 
month, if necessary, to obtain the soug^t-for informa- 
tion, and then, with a southerly current, a fortnight, 
probably less, would bring him back to Spiteb< i -en. 

To such as may venture to raise their ft^el l>^ objec-* 
tions against this, and other daring enterpri>i^£< if not 
attended with the prospect of probable profitt i<^t th&Uk 
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receive the answer given by that brave old navigatory 
Sir Martin Frobisher, when attempts were made by his 
friends to dissuade him from engaging in the discovery 
of a northwest passage : '' It is the only thing in the 
world that is left yet midone whereby a notable mind 
might be made famous and fortunate." We may still 
say, *< The North Pole is the only thing in the world 
about which we know nothing; and t^t want of all 
knowledge ought to operate as a spur to adopt the 
means of wiping away that stain of ignorance from this 
enlightened age." 

But there are others besides utilitaiians tibat make 
objections to inquiries of this nature, on the score of 
religious prejudices, and will say that God never intend- 
ed us to scrutinize places against which He had set his 
barrier. Thus the Rev. Lewis Way, the wealthy pro- 
prietor of Stansted, and so stanch an advocate for the 
conversion of the Jews that he made a pilgrimage to 
Jerusalem with that object in view — ^this reverend gen- 
tleman one day said to a friend, ** I know Sir Joseph 
Banks very well, and he was a good friend of mine, 
though he used to joke with me sometimes about my 
endeavor to convert the Jews ; but I told him that my 
scheme was, at any rate, a much wiser one than his * 
he was trying to send ships to the North Pole, which 
it was clear God never intended, while the conversion of 
the Jews was an event which we all know was to be 
brought about some time or other." 

This may be looked upon, as doubtless Sir Joseph 
Banks looked upon it, as sheer nonsense. Every in- 
telligent mind must be satisfied that, the more closely 
we investigate the works of creation, the more, as ra- 
tional beings, we must be convinced that nothing therein 
has been made in vain, nor without a preconceived and 
settled design, the finished work of a beneficent and 
Almighty Power ; and if Mr. Lewis Way had recol- 
lected a passage in the most ancient record of his favor- 
ite Jews, he would recollect his having found therein 
that God gave to man " dominion over aU the earth," 
andjnade no exception of the North Pole. 

The Royal Society, however, and the Commissioners 
of Longitude, were less scrupulous on the subjects To 
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create the greatest difficulties in the way of acquiring 
information ? In all respects an open sea would appear 
to be the most disadvantageous. In tiie first place, it 
would, in all probability, be so deep that die ship conld 
not anchor, or deep enough not to admit •& her keeping 
steadily her place for making accurate observations ; in 
the next, by her moving about, her commander would 
very speedily find out that, as every meridian must lie 
in the direction of soutii, he had lost that on which he 
had approached the Pole, and, consequently, would be 
at a loss to shape his course homeward. The settling 
of this point wiU naturally suggest itself as first among 
the many novel phenomena >;mich will arrest his atten- 
tion, and the following observations wiU probaUy occur 
to him. 

In the first place, it will be obvious that the time of 
day— or, rather, of fhe twenty-four hours — would no 
longer be marked by any apparent change in the altitude 
of die sun above the horizon, because, to an observer at 
die Pole, no such change would take place, except to 
the small amount of the daily change of declination. 
Thus, not only to the eye, but also for the practical pur- 
pose of obtaining the time by astronomical observation, 
the sun would appear throughout the twenty-four hours 
neither to rise nor fall, but to describe a circle round the 
heavens parallel to the horizon. It follows that diis 
mode of obtaining the time would utterly fail ; and, in- 
deed, however startling the fact may seem, it may nev- 
ertheless be asserted with truth, diat there would no 
longer be any such thing, stricdy speaking, bs apparent 
time at all. This will tippear clear by considering that 
apparent time refers only to the particular meridian on 
which an observer happens to be placed, and is marked 
and determined only by the distance of the sun or other 
heavenly body from tlmt meridian. An observer at the 
Pole being on no one meridian, but at the point where 
all meridians meet, apparent time has to him no longer 
either existence or meaning. 

Before our navigators entered upon this expedition, 
their attention was naturally directed to the best, and, 
indeed, only certain method of insuring jlheir return from 
the Pole on the right meridian. TWo methods, and* 
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we befiere, oohr two, prwic Dt tfaeniMhrM for tlik pur- 
pose ; the one beiiig by the oompus, the other br mreiM 
of chroooiDeterm. Krocn the obnemUiocM abeedj made 
ID the Arctic regions, it unit be coosidered as certaia 
tfamt, ftt the Poie, the magoeUc needle would freely tiwr- 
ene, and the compass reoiain an etfirient prartical io- 
stnuneot ; for as it is to the magnetic pole, and not to 
the pole of the earth, that the needit) is dirrcted, and as 
the dip of the needle only amoonu to 8*2^ 2*2' at the moat 
northerly point yet reached, it is probable that the hor- 
hsootal or dtrecOre iprce of the needle would contanne 
atning and efficient at the Pole, and, consequently, that 
the magnetic bearing of any point on the globe n^^t be 
accurately obtained by it. Indeed, none of the singular 
phenomena relating to the magnetic needle obsenred by 
Psrrf on his former foyage through Barrow's Strait, 
•nch as the north end of the needle pointing due south, 
and then aoutheast, and the entire useleasneas of the 
compassea, owing to the iron in the ship proring stron- 
ger than the directive power of the needle, were to be 
anticipated on reaching the pole of the earth. For the 
aame reason, it was not to be expected that the achiere- 
ment since peribrmed by his gallant companioo, Jamea 
&OSS, of actiially planting the British flag on the magnet- 
ic Pole, could now be accomplished, as it was abvedy 
known that the point upon the earth's surface which is 
BO designated lay in a much lower latitude. 

The other method of insuring the return of our trav- 
elers upon the right meridian, namely, by means of 
chronometers, was one which required some considera- 
tion. It is dnious diat, to an observer standing upon the 
Pole, the sun would, at the preciae moment of apparent 
noon at any given place, appear to the obaerver exactly 
in the direction of that place, and that consequently this, 
as aacertained by chronometers, would prove an uner- 
ring guide as to die right direction. But in the ordina- 
ry mode of marking the dial-plates of watchea, from one 
hour to twelve only, there was reason to appn It* ni tbal 
the wrong twelve o'clock might be taken, und- t c rrc urn- 
stances of constant sunshine, and without any rhfifi;;i.^ m 
the altitude of that lumioary to distingnifih ijiy irum 
nig^t. To avoid the poaaibility of this mistakis \\m pre" 
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caution w b taken of constructing chronometers (each 
officer ca ^ying one in his pocket) having the dial-plates 
marked ^ th twenty-four hours, and the hour-hand mak- 
ing only one revdution in that period. Thus, whenever 
the chronometers indicated apparent noon at Greenwich,- 
the sun would be exactly over the meridian of that place, 
and so of any other place of known longitude ; for in- 
stance, the harbor where our travelers had left their 
ship, and to which they desired to return. 

In visiting a part of the ^obe on which the foot of 
man has never before trodden, it is impossible to say 
what benefits may accrue to science ; but in the enter- 
prise to which we are now alluding, there is one object 
of the very highest scientific interest which might be at- 
tained by traveling to the Pole, namely, the measure- 
ment of a degree of the meridian conunencing from die 
Pole itself. Many readers of this narrative are aware 
that the form of the globe has long once been ascertain* 
ed to be that of an oblate spheroid, having its equatorial 
diameter considerably longer than the pcdar; in more 
popular language, that the earth is flattened at die poles ; 
but it still remains a matter of doubt m whcU degree 
this flattening exists ; and as no method of ascertaining 
this is so conclusive as the actual measuremenr <^ a me- 
ridian at the Pole and at the Equator, this object alone 
would well repay any efifort that might be made to effect 
it ; even if a sufficient length of line could be measured 
in one of the meridians that are clustered on the Pole, 
the difficulty of preserving it would require the most 
rigid attention. 

The swinging of a pendulum is perhaps a less accu- 
rate method of obtaining the ellipticity of the earth, but 
it is the operation of a single person, whereas the actual 
measurement of the meridian line requires, several ; and 
as an increase of gravitation takes place from the £qua« 
tor to the Pole, the latter makes it most desirable that 
the requisite observations should be made there, or as 
near to it as possible ; but a ship on an open or icy sea 
would not answer.* 

The tides at the Pole would be an interesting sulject 

* The reader is refei r md to the several porttona of thia vohnne fiwifae 
penduhun obaerrationa tiiat haTe beeo made and herein given. 
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aide« and tsIpt* %^ fc^t i».*^T.tA>:i<c »«. x:. .-^a 
•nd fine iibml Ob a pn^^ uf U*i^ X2ke pnaduKna bmit 
be swung, lad the ns-e, lao.^ aod .ixnrrtMB mi ^tt ti d i i 
obMfred. It wvaU akM be is:.:«-rr«;iuc to mame ■•• 
die B«xar« of tlie «udL lad r* T<r-ri>tmtNr |eiwltfiMiP : the 
dkposilioa of tke stnta. sad xbe initii'v«! pradortK if ear; 
and if the kod be of • tuk-rmtitr rxxt^iA. % tmrtdrnma i d»- 
tance maj be me aa or ed. < ^hrr aanrr* of interc*f( and 
Dorehj would orcvr to a faof^oixfic aad fckdtfid cvbuerrer. 
Tbeae are mere specnlatkioft, thn^wa out at raa doM. b«t 
m^ aerre, among other sttggesuuoa, at obfccti of atSeo- 
tioo. 

CapCam Sir Edward Parry barini^ mam c o th ided hk 
fifth rf]jmf^ into die Arctic reekma, in foor of which he 
commafided, and was lecond in the other, aad there be- 
ing no &rther attempt in contemplation at die conc hia ion 
of the last voyace to oontinoe the search, he deemed it 
expedient to cImo his honorable and osefnl naval career, 
at least in sea-goini^ ships. It may, therefore, not be oat 
of place here to pat on record a memorandam of the 
▼alaable serriees rendered to his coantr^ in varioas stt- 
nations, and to the navy in particalar, with whose inter- 
ests he is still coimected. 

It has been stated, in the first Arctic \n\ .. .\ in wtisl 
manner he was introduced into that line ■ -i i'**irii, by 
being selected to command one of the dUr>M4^y Mp*. 

1818. The Alexander, an lieutenant commai^-i ' I- m. - l . 

ond to Commander Rom. 

1819. The Hecla. — Appointed an lieutenant (fj [ omumiHt bar« 

and as commander of the expeditioti i t^u ifttmn, 
15 
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1820. The Fury. — ^Appointed as eommanderf and to the com- 
mand of the expedition ; advanced to the rank of 
captain in November, 1821. 

1823. Acting hydrographer to the Admiralty, 1823, in the 

room of Captain Hurd, deceased. 

1824. Hecla. — Appointed as captain (though only a sloop) 

and as commander of the expedition. 
Acting hydrographer, second appointment, the va- 
cancy not having been filled m>. 

1826. Appointed to the command of tne Heda, and of the 

expedition toWaxd the North Pole. 

1827. Thira appointment as hydro^pher, and continaed to 

act untd May, 1829 : and m me same year received 
the honor of knighthood. Resigned the situation of 
hydrographer, and Captain Beaufort appointed, who 
still holds it 
1829. Went out to New South Wales as Commissioner to 
the Australian Agricultural Company, by pemnssioD 
of the Admiralty, and returned in November, 1834. 
1835. Assistant Poor-law Commiwdoner in Norfolk ; but his 

health fidling, laid by for one year. 
1837. Amiointed to organize the Packet Service, then traoa- 

ferred to the Admiral^. 
1837. Appointed Controller of Steam Machinery, in which 
unportant situation he still remains ; a situatbn that 
requires all that talent and asdduous attention which 
he is known to possess, and which it is to be hoped 
he may long continue to hold, to his own satis&ction, 
and for the benefit of the public service. 
The character and conduct of Sir Edward Parry as a 
captain in command of a ship of war has been fu% ex- 
hibited in the in*esent narrative, abridged as it is : prompt 
in difficulty, cool in danger, fertile in expedients, and 
rich in resources, he was never unprepared in the hour 
of need ; to the people imder his charge he was kind, 
considerate, and attentive, and while rignily exacting the 
performance of their duties, was ever studious to admin- 
ister to their comforts and their welfare, instructing them 
that these benefits could only be acquired and preserved 
by a strict obedience to command, steady good conduct, 
and due regard to the duties of rehgion. 

If an officer who has accompanied Captain Pany in 
all his Arctic and Polar voyages were passed over in si- 
lence, it would properly be considered as a dereliction of 
justice and of duty in the writer of this narrative. The 
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feDowing DiMDormiidam of CapCain Sir JamM R4)m*« Mr- 
rices will put the reader in poMeMioo of an abiUact of 
what he 1km performed: 

In April, 1812, he entered the nary, 
^fj^ ^Vo hm eeifii H dMt, niid i hipin a n ,WMi mate with Com- 

1817. S »»-«»^fi«^ 

1818. Admiimltj midahipman in the babellm in Commander 
Bom's roy'age irf'diicoTerT to the Arrtir Hrm, 

I Admiraltj miashipmao in the Htn-la in Captain Far- 
i ry*« first ▼oym^ of diicovrry to ihr Arrtir «*.«#. 
I Admiralty raidihipman in the Vunr in Capcain Parry's 
■eeood voya^ of disrorery to the Airtic Sew ; wm 
made Uentenant, 26th Decemher. 1822. 
._ . ^ Lieutenant in the Fury. Captain lloppoer. third roy. 
1825 i *^ ^ Captain Parry. To draw cliarta and make 

*f draixrings. 
1827. first lieatrnant in the Heck, Captain Parry ; accom- 
panied him in command of the aecood boat in hit 
attempt to reach the North Pole. Promoted on 
his return, 8th November, 1827. 
1829 )In prirate steam-ressel Victory. 
to >On the 1st of June, 1831, planted the Unioojack on 

1835. ) the North Magnetic Pole. On his return, preeeoted 

hr the College of Arms with an addition lo the anna 
of Boss, representing the flag flying on the Mag- 
netic Pole, with additional crest, *'on a rock, a 
fla^-stafi' erect, thereon hoisted the rnion-jark, in- 
scribed with the date, 1st June, 1831." 
1834. Promoted to the rank of captain, 28th October, 1834. 

1836. Employed making magnetic obsenrations preparatory 

to commencing the magnetic surrey of England. 

1836. Captain in the ship commissioned by the Admiralty, 

sent in search oi the miming whaton, in the depth 
of winter,* 

1837. } Employed, at the desire of the Lords Commissioners 

1838. 5 ot* the Admiralty, in determining the variation of 

the compass on all parts of the coaat of Great Brit- 

* On s r e pr m eu t t ioo from Hnll Hud eXervn wfasle ships and siz fami> 
dred men were left in tbe ice md fas danger of periahin^ ntd requesting 
Hke AdMwrmttj to aend out relief, Captain Jamea Roas Tohinteered to go 
oat in the deptli of winter, and the mree UeutpnaatB, Crosier, loman, and 
Ommannry, widi tbe tbree mates, Jesse^ Buchan, and John Smitii. and 
Mr. UsUett, cleric in charge, Tohmteered to Join him. He lioisted his pen- 
nant on the 21jt of December, and after s stormv voyage arrired in !>»• 
vis's Strait, when he found nine of the missing shqM were bj Aat time in 
England, tfiat the tenth was released and on her passage, and tbe elev« 
enm wss probsUy lost, as some of her casks had been pidied up st set. 
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ain, and the general magnetic survey for determin- 
ing duration of the time of equal variation, dip, and 
intensity, in conjunction with Professor Lloyd, Col- 
onel Sabine, and Professor Phillips, at the request 
of the British Association. 
And lastly, from 1839 to 1843, Captain H. M. S. Ere- 

bus, in command of the Antarctic Expedition. 
13th March, 1844, received the honor of knighthood. 
20th June, 1844, Hon. D. C L., Oxford. 
Received gold medals of Geographical Societies of 
England and of France. 
It will be seen that Mr. James (now Sur James) Ross 
has risen by regular gradation from the lowest to the 
highest rank in his profession, and to the honors he now 
enjoys, by his indefatigable zeal, self-taught abilities, and 
dihgence. It is due to him, therefore, in taking leave 
of his Arctic labors, at the same time with his friend and 
commanding officer Sir Edward Parry, to express a con- 
viction, in common with that of his brother officers and 
associates, that few men possess, in a more eminent de- 
gree, the qualities required in most arduous attempts. 
To a strong and vigorous constitution, and bodily pow- 
ers of no ordinary kind, James Ross unites an ardent love 
of enterprise, a determined perseverance in the attain- 
ment of his object, and a mind undaunted by difficulty 
or danger. To these qualities must be added that ad- 
vancement in navigation, astronoiny, natural histoiy, and 
other branches of science which few naval officers can 
boast of, but which were such as fitted him peculiarly for 
selection to the command of the recent Antarctic Expe- 
dition, for the results of which, from his pen, public ex- 
pectation ]» more than usually alive. 
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CHAPTER X. 
CIPTIIH JOIH FIlRIlIil. 

181^-20-21-22. 



SarraHwe of a Journey to Ike Shorn of the PoUr Sea, By 
JoHjv Fravkliv, Capt. R. N., F. R. 8., Conmuuider of the 
Expedition. 

This expedition, under the ccHnimuid of CommaDdar 
(now Capcain Sir John) Franklin, has not only added 
greatly to the geography, Keology, and natural history 
ti that portion of the northern coast of North America 
within the Arctic regions, but more especiaOy to that 
which borders on the southern shores of the Polar Sea ; 
and has also contributed largely to, and firmly establish- 
ed, that estimate of the physical, mental, and moral 
character of British seamen— equaOy good when senr- 
ing on shore as afloat — which we Englishmen had long 
formed, and of which we are justly proud. It has also 
supplied traits of character, sjid of the physical consti- 
tution of the various pative tribes. 

*' The narrative of Captain Franklin" (the writer b here 
borrowinip from himself) ** adds another to the many splendid 
records of the enterprise, zeal, and enersy of British teamen 
— of that cool and intrepid conduct which never forsakes 
them on occasions the most trying— that unshaken constancy 
and perseverance in situations me most arduous, the most 
distressing, and sometimes the most hopeless that can befall 
hmnan beings ; and it furnishes a beautiful example of the 
triumph of mental and moral energy over mere brute strength, 
in the simple fiict that out of fif^n individuals inured mmi 
their birth to cold, fatigue, and hunger, no less than ten 
(native landsmen) were so subdued by the a^rgmvation tif 
those evils to which they had been faj^Liiitiiat«^ii as tu giva 
themselves up to indifference, insubordiuaium, ami d^vpakt 
and, finally, to sink down and die, wbi]>^ nf tiv v British me^ 
men unaccustomed to the severity of ihr* climate, and the 
hardships attending it, one oidy fell, aiici that one^ by the 
murderous hand of an assassin. A jigbt, buoyaiil '' 
U 
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confidence in their own powen, sapported br * finn rebanoe 
on a merciful Providence, never once forsook them, nor suf- 
fered the approach of despondency, but brought them safely- 
through such misety and distress as rarely, if ever, have been 
surmounted/' 

The five persons meatioDed were Captain John (now 
Sir John) Franklin, at this time commanding an expedi- 
tion, not for attempting the discovery of a northwest 
passage, but to supply £e means of facilitating one, and 
to extend the geography of a part of the Pokur regions 
very little known ; Doctor Ricnardsoih a naval surgeon, 
now Medical Inspector of the Royal Naval Hospital at 
Haslar : ** To Doctor Richardson^ in particular,** Sir 
John says, ** the exclusive merit is due of whatever col- 
lections and observations have been made in the depart- 
ment of natural history ; and I am indebted to him in no 
small degree for his friendly advice and assistance in the 
preparation of the present narrative. The Appendix 
(upward of two hundred and eighty pages) is mostly his 
own.'* Doctor Richardson volunteered to accompany 
Captain Franklin on his second expedition to the shores 
of the Polar Sea ; also Mr. George BojcTc and Mr. Rob- 
ert Hood, Admiralty midshipmen, to make observations* 
drawings of the land, of the natives, and objects of natu- 
ral history, the former of whom is now Captain Sir 
George Back, and the latter was the victim (above allud- 
ed to) of an assassin. The fifth was John Hepburn^ a 
true, faithful, and affectionate English seaman, and their 
only attendant, who, on the conclusion of the expeditioD« 
was deservedly rewarded with a permanent situation in 
one of the dockyards. Of this seaman, the testimony 
of Sir John Franklin b too valuable to be omitted. ** A nd 
here,** he says, " I must be permitted to pay the tribute 
due to the fideUty, exertion, and uniform good conduct, 
in the most trying situations, of John Hepburn, an Eng- 
lish seaman, and our only attendant, to whom, in the latter 
part of our journey, we owe, under Divine Providence, 
the preservation of the lives of some of the party.*** 

The instructions which Franklin received from Earl 
Bathurst, by whom he was appointed, on the recom- 
mendation of the Lords Commissioners of the Adnural- 
♦ Introduction. 
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«d wickoat Ub. aad ann*«< « «^-.<-vr.«ii^w «« tSi» >c W 
Jime, wfaerv bwiBMs wrs. 'Sm H ^fflMR. t hmj ar^vR. aai 
tlie dM ferf iy «f «hCHaKf ^.^•' ta«r"»pv tb «mhk » i^ 
DsrigBtisa fli* tkp lifcc* aaii i7«vr» 4^ \ 'jrtk I —■■■ 4»- 
tained thnn til tfae «*^*..ac 4^ tbr ^'c. * v*i«v m had 
the yl i i i l iea.*' wj* Fna^lu. ■*•( wih ii— i, aar i^ 
sent t oinp— iw, Mr. UmA^ H» rKon t* aw at at/ 
waa haded with wiCFrf pfaieiwt by rmy aaa, aad r»- 
mofred a wei^ af aapcty fi bm aiy — d. It 
he had come daw ta the bt^ch at CawHii jt 
•hip waa paaang by, 

to comre J him oo board, who, dwcorering the < 
cj of hit caae, demanded an exorbitaBt rewmd, ' 
he waa not at the iMtaot prepared to mtiafy, aad, in eoo- 




teqaence, they poaitively refiiaed to amirt him. Thoagh 
he nad traveled nine raeceanre days, ahnoat without reat, 
he could not be prerailed upon to withdraw from the 
agreeable acene of a baD-room, in which he joined nt^ 
until a late hoor.^ ** Thia ontoward circomstance/* aa 
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Franklin called it at th6 time, afforded a sample of his 
eagerness and energy, and gave to Back himself a gen- 
tle specimen of what he was doomed thereafter to un- 
dei]|o with in^itely more severity. 

The incidents of the voyage require not to be related ; 
pleasant enough until they approached that dangerous 
and by all abhorred island, Resolution, in the mouth of 
Hudson^s Strait, near the rocky ^ores of which, usuaDy 
beset with heavy ice, fogs, and irregular currents, the 
vessel narrowly escaped shipwreck. Passing this, how- 
ever, they arrived in safety at York Factory, in Hud- 
son's Bay, on the 30th oi August. Here they were cor- 
dially received by the governor and servants of the Hud- 
son's Bay Company, and were furnished by them with 
a boat oi the largest size, well stored with provisions and 
ammunition, as much as sAie could carry. They were 
also furnished with letters to all their agents in the sev- 
eral factories in the country, directing them to give ev- 
ery possible assistance toward fmthering the object oi 
the expedition. Here also they had the good fortune to 
meet with several of the partners of the Northwest Com- 
pany, from whom they also received the most friendly 
and full assurance of the cordial endeavors of the wint^- 
ing partners of their establishment to promote the inter- 
est of the expedition. This was the more gr atif y in g, as 
there then existed a violent conunercial riv^ry between 
the two companies. With the knowledge of this, and 
with that prudence and propriety of conduct that has at 
all times been the characteristic of Franklin, he deemed 
it expedient to " issue a memorandum to the officers of 
the expedition, strictly prohilMting any interference what- 
ever in the existing quarrels, or any that might arise, be- 
tween the two companies ; and on presenting it to the 
principals of both the parties, they exjnressed thebr sat- 
isfaction at the step I had taken." 

On the 9th of September, the boat being completed, 
arrangements were made for their departure, and at noon 
they embarked under a salute of eight guns and three 
cheers, which they gratefully returned, and made all 
sail. The route was settled to be by Cumberland House, 
and through the chain of Posts to the Great Slave Lake. 
It is not deemed necessary to notice the multitude of 
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bkes, rivers, portages, and the numerous difficulties and 
impediments which beset the traveler throughout his ar* 
duous journey in the northern regions of America, these 
having been so frequently described by various travelers 
since the time of Ueame and Mackenzde. Suffice it to 
say that, from the time of their leaving York Factory 
on the 9th of September, to their arrival at Cumberland 
House on the 22d of October, they had traveled over a 
distance of very nearly seven hundred miles, with and 
against the streams of some ten different rivers and nine 
lakes, to say nothing of rocks, rapids, and portages. The 
charts and views, from the observations and pencils gf 
Messrs. Hood and Back, afford a more clear description 
than any written account could convey. The services 
of these two officers in these and other respects were of 
incalculable benefit, and highly spoken of by the com- 
mander of the expedition. 

Nothing could exceed the kindness of the governor of 
Fort Cumberland : he forthwith set about enlarging the 
premises, to make this their intended winter quarters as 
convenient and agreeable as possible. But Franklin, af- 
ter many conversations with Governor Williams, and oth- 
er gentlemen in charge of northern posts, was convinced 
of the necessity of proceeding, during the winter, into 
the AthobsiMsa department, to the northward of the Great 
Slave Lake, from whence, only, guides, hunters, and in- 
terpreters were to be procured. He therefore requested 
Governor Williams that he might be furnished, by the 
middle of January, with the means of conveyance for 
three persons, having previously arranged that Messrs. 
Bock and Hepburn should accompany him, while Dr. 
Richardson and Mr. Hood should remain till the spring 
at Cumberland House. 

This arrangement was quite consistent with the true 
character of Franklin ; whenever an arduous, severe, or 
inconvenient service was to be performed, he was always 
ready to relieve the party he commanded from the bur- 
den, 4uid to undertake it himself. 

With this view, on the 18th of January, 1820, Frank- 
lin, with Back as his companion, and the faithful Hep- 
bum, took leave of Dr. Richardson and Mr. Hood, who 
were to follow with their baggage in the spring. But, 
U2 
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before taking a brief view of die expedition oi the fint 
three to Cailton House, and thence to Fort Chipewyan, 
it may be expedient to g^ce over the proceedmgs of 
the two latter at Cumberland House, to which a clmpter 
is separately appropriated in the narrative. The distoict 
of Cumberland is stated by Dr. Richardson to contain 
upward of 20,000 square miles, is peopled by about 120 
Indian hunters, most of them married, with an average 
of five to each family, or the whole Indian population 
may be estimated at 2500. Their mode of life subjects 
them to great privations ; the hooping-cough and mea- 
sles at this time were spreading throu^ the whole tribe ; 
many died, and most of the survivors were so enfeebled 
as to be unable to pursue the necessary avocations of 
hunting and fishing ; the scenes of misery were heart- 
rending, and the few who had escaped disease were not 
able to afford relief to the sufferers. 

" One evening, in the month of January (says Dr. Richard- 
son), a poor Indian entered the Nordiwest Company's House, 
carrying his only child in his arms, and foUowea by his starv- 
ing wife. They had been hunting apart fix)m the other bands, 
had been unsaccessfiil, and while in want were seized widi 
the epidemical disease. An Indian is accustomed to starve, 
and it is not easy to elicit from him an account of his suffer- 
ings. This poor man's stoiy was very brief; as soon as the 
fever abated, he set out with his wife for Cumberland House, 
having been previously reduced to feed on the bits of skin 
and offal which remamed about their encampment. Even 
this miserable fiire was exhausted, and they walked several 
days without eating, yet exerting themselves fiu* beyond their 
strength, that they might save the life of the iu£uit. It died 
almost within sight of the house. Mr. Connelly, then in 
charge of the post, received them with the utmost humanity, 
and mstandy placed food before them ; but no language can 
describe the manner in which the miserable father cuished 
the morsel firom his lips, and deplored the loss of his child. 
Misery may harden a disposition naturally bad, but it never 
fails to soften the heart of^a good man."— -r. 60, 61. 

A great part of the chi^pter is employed in a minute 
account of the Crees, or, as named by the French Ca- 
padians, Knisteneaux. Much curious information regard- 
mg their manners, customs, and character is developed, 
ai3 apparently on correct auth(Nrity, but the detail woukl 
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be out of place in the present narrative. It may su/iicey 
therefore, to give the doctor*8 conclusion, where he says, 
** We may state the Crees to be a vain, fickle, improvi- 
dent, and indolent race, and not very strict in their ad- 
herence to truth, being great boasters ; but, on the oth- 
er hand, they strictly regard the rights of property, are 
susceptible of the kinder affections, capable of friendship, 
very hospitable, tolerably kind to their women, and with- 
al inclined to peace.*' He Ihen gives an instance of their 
kind feeling toward the softer sex. **• An Indian visited 
the fort in the winter. The poor man's wife had lost 
her feet by the frost : this compelled him not only to 
hunt, but to do an the menial offices himself, and in the 
winter, to drag his wife, with their stock of fumitarey 
from one encampment to another. In the performance 
of this duty, as he coold not keep pace with the rest of 
the tribe, he more than once nearly perished of hanger.**' 

In such a mode of life, in sach a coontry, and in snch 
society, it would be too moch to expect a state of refine- 
ment, or of moral parity, even in females of the better 
part of the community, especially when the male por* 
tion-of it is so debased. 

" The giilB at Ae forts, particnluly the danghters of Cana- 
dians, are given in marriage very joaue; ibej are very fre* 
quently wives at twelve yean of age, and mothers at Icmrteeii^ 
Nay, more than one instance came onder onr observation of 
the master of a post having permitted a voyager to take to 
wife a poor child that bad scarcely attained the age of ten 
years. The masters of posts and wintering nartnent of c^inv 
panies deemed this criminal indulgence to tue vices of their 
servants necessary to stLmnlate them to exertion lor the in^ 
terest of their respective concerns. Another yrftctum may 
also be noticed, as showing the state of moral feeling m tUmm 
sabjectB among the white residents of the for enuntritm. U 
was not very uncommon among the C anadi a n voyagers for 
one woman to be common to, and maintained at trie Joint 
expense of^ two men, nor for a voyager to sell his wife, 
either for a season or altogether, for a sum of money prof kit* 
tioned to her beao^ and good qualities, but always iii&rior 
to the price of a team of dogs." — P. 86. 

The products of Uiis nurt of tb« cotmtiy are notfced 
by Dr. Richardson. Of forest trees he mentions two 
species of pofta-, two species of ffpnice«fir, tbr«e otbor 
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pines, one larch, the canoe-birch, alder, and various wil- 
lows ; the sugar-maple, elm, ash, and arbor viUe (Thaya 
occidentalis). Of fruits are two species of {dum ; one, 
very astringent, is known by the name of choke-ckerry. 
Currants, gooseberries, raspberries, and strawberries, 
common ; cranberries, whoitleberries, and others, plen- 
tifully met with on swampy and heathy grounds. Of 
the quadrupeds hunted for food are mostly the moose 
and the reindeer, the buffalo or bison, the red deer, 
jumping deer, long-tailed deer, and a species of antelope. 
Of the fur-bearing animals are foxes of various kinds, 
distinguished as blacky silver^ cro^Sy red,, and bl%Le ; the 
wolverine, the lynx, the marten, the fisher, the otter, 
and the beaver. The Indians, it appears, have neariy 
destroyed the fur-bearing animals ; and so scarce is the 
beaver become, that in the whole journey to the shores 
of the Polar Sea and back, one single habitation, and one, 
dam only of* that industrious and ingenious creature, 
were met with. Among the many interesting anecdotes 
that have been told of this animal, Dr. Kichardson re- 
lates the following : 

" One day a gentleman, lon^ resident in this country, espied 
five young beavers sporting m the water, leaping upon the 
trunk of a tree, pushing one another off, and playing a thou- 
sand interesting tricks. He approached somy under cover 
of the bushes, and prepared to fire on the unsuspecting crea- 
tores, but a nearer approach discovered to him such a simili- 
tude between their gestures and the infimtile caresses of his 
own children, that he threw aside his ^un. This gentleman's 
feelings are to be envied, but few traders in finrs would have 
acted so feelingly."— P. 92. 

It has been stated that en the 18th of January, 1820, 
Sir John Franklin, Mr. Back, and John Hepburn left 
Cumberland House for Carlton House, to proceed from 
thence to Fort Chipewyan, there to make preparation for 
proceeding to the northern coast. A circumstantial ac- 
count is given of the mode of traveling, of the rivers, 
lakes, and portages, of the posts of the two companies, 
of the snows that fell, and the numerous hardships that 
the traveler in winter must necessarily undergo, daily 
and nightly, till he arrives at his destination, and the 
close of the spring mitigates the severity of the temper- 
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«taro. WlmX ^e mn» 9i tbM tmmpmtmr^ hmA bam 
^om the Ittk of iHovy to th* *J6tk U Mmtk. w^m 
tfas party nmehr^ ClupewjVD, tfanv m ao r»e*r4. f«r • 
reMoo ex|4uD«d by Fimakkiu wtto i^r« tbat ^ th« •««•- 
■{ (ladi of JaDOwy ) w« favod Um BMTcwy «r cw dMT- 
mooMCar had tfmk imo tfaa bafc, tmd wm fiiaia h 
rose again into tbe tabe on bnof^ b^ld to tt»# irv, hm 

ibe air ; we eookl aoc, cherainv, at> i ffa by tf iW iao»- 
of die BhiMieiihi'iiii, ^ithtn tW« «r iaiwa oar 



joaner. Mr. Hood, howfivn', wbo onA* a 



from Conberiaad Howo to tbo Hinem IIA m« far 
firoA the former, Matoa !■ kv yemnak thm «• *» z j* 
of Mmh the thenBoaeUr M » tk^ m^fm mm to IV' 
below sero, akboofh it roae tW f jfcwwc ^ to 1^ 
■bore it. The waMen cfaaof «^ that tdbr pAv* ^ d^ 
Dortfaem parts of North Amem ar^ ff#ry ro«HvijM». 
On the 15ch of April Mr. Hood rnvrlo tfcoi - CW int 
•liower of rain fel wo had aeoo far «k aaacta. mA 40 
the 17th the tharwoMMHar raao to 77 - « ik« mm^ ' 
Heaboobaerrcothat^^aatW iwhor iJikotf AfvH «jm 
retom of the awaiM, gec*^, aad docA* ^v« crtwa arfb. 
cationa of the a dt au ce of iprioC''' 

The warm weather, by tb« wM^ m^wm^ 4f Om 
•DOW and ice, defaced the fac^ «f tfa#- ^tmmuj mA gm* 
rise to a reoMtfk of Mr. Hood, ih^ \r^u M w.^k um 
been proved br loaoy wHI-ott^**^ focf*. H« •«/• 
** the DOtte made by th^ fr«p «ti' b 'ik«» wMwfar.^A |^v 
doced ia afanoat incredibfe. Thn* m 0fm% ftmm^ *h 
believe that they ootlrre the we%mrfj of w -^«>t I'^I 
have ofteo been foood firawo. ood m.t»^ -^ •«r«b'/ 
nor ia it poaaiUe that the aidltfoiU wimi; mm^m^mun^ 
filled our ears with their d«ror4aoC O0MO «j<^%X &«»* ^«*% 
maim ed in two or three dsrs." i^xMh^ 4miiM« to^ m^ 
before ttei beea iiajiiitawi f of the iiiiwunaaoBio^ *J0» fa** 
here stated, hot expenoMaCa mmAm by ^ n w> f K i i a l ^i>v 
SODS proved that not ooly fro^pi. kpot lo^^ t^^m mmu tf^m 
fishes, aod other aiamofa, V9^)A bo ifsum •^ or.U «« 
cold, and revived. It was fartfaor om^vIo^^H ««p«< I/^<^ 
woold revive if the heart evoo was Uwjm* vw 'Ma 4^ 
the bnia waa tiaayalid. Uo bocaano •# wntt'H^t^m^f «-«. 
tioct that Bot oatf coiU bo do|^oo of mmm^ |o»#at» 
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B3miptoms of recovery, but the animal was rendered in- 
capable of being affected by tlie galvanic action. " 1 have 
frequency," says Heame, ** seen frogs dug up with the 
moss, frozen as hard as ice, in which state the legs are 
as easUy broken off as a pipestem ; but," he adds, ** if 
they be permitted to freeze again, they are past all re- 
covery." 

Captain Franklin also notices the resuscitatioD of fish- 
es after being frozen : 

" It may be worthy of notice here, that the fish froze as 
they were taken out of the nets, and in a short time became 
a solid mass of ice, and by a blow or two of the hatchet were 
easily split open, when the intestines might be removed in 
one Imnp. If in this completely frozen state they were 
thawed before the fire, they recovered their animation. 
This was particularly the case with the carp, and we had 
occasion to observe it repeatedly, as Dr. Richardson occupied 
himself in examining the structure of the different species of 
fish, and was always, in the winter, under the necessity of 
thawing them before he could cut them. We have seen a 
carp recover so far as to leap about with much vigor after it 
had been frozen for thirty-six hours." — ^P. 248. 

Nay, it may be stated that the same effect is produced 
on the insect tribe. It is reported by Mr. Ellis, that at 
the Hudson*s Bay factory, a black, frozen mass of a peat- 
like substance being brought before the fire and thawed, 
there came from it a cloud of living musquetoes. Cap- 
tain Buchan observed myriads of insects frozen on the 
surface of a lake in Newfoundland, and imbodied in the 
solid ice ; the next day, by the powerful rays of the sun, 
they were loosened fi*om durance, became reanimated, 
and took their flight into the air. 

Mr. Hood, in his journey, also makes an observation 
of a different kind regarding this most annoying animal. 

*' We had sometimes before procured a little rest by clos- 
ing the tent and burning wood or flashing gunpowder with- 
in, the smoke driving the musquetoes into the crannies of the 
ground. But this remedy was now ineffectual, though we 
employed it so perseveringly as to hazard suffocation ; they 
swarmed under our blankets, goring us vrith their enven- 
omed trunks, and steeping our clothes in blood. We rose at 
dayliffht in a fever, and our misery was unmitigated during 
our virhole stay. 
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A deaenptka ia giT«a atf* tbc al«d««a, tb« ownui^a, Um 
Miwr ihftna. aad tba ftorhiM U a wimu 



■low-afaoea, aad tba ftorbipg U a wiMU>r-tiia»«W i 
coU aod draarf cfiflHte. a rafnnitw W wb*dii wumU «4 
ford bvt fettle ctiitaiiMiiiH to Ifea maud naadiir. JM 
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half4ireed, wfaoae ana I aiiiputat«<d. <WiM^ tbat taiUiM- 
ing waa not oskj the oMwt fauufuJ 4i|wraliua U cb«* twv, 
but InfioitalT aiore ddftcub to baar. br Ma I 



Infioitaly toore ddftcub to baar. 1/ 
hanD^inhiacaaa,laaied dmw da^*.*" CafiCaAu l''ia 
fio faaa alaa as^ a ati oa a ^ th« < raat, but m luura par- 
the Htuaa Indiana, ruaidMne imnit I ' 



C iWM|M B y *a poat of Carhoa Uaaae : » tiM*v arw iuur« pr**- 
poaaeaaiag,** he aaja. **te thnr louba. but addk-iMd to 
thiavia^ aad yiiaJj aod hatataaMy tfaa^Ui'rMoa 'i Vv 
an affaUe aod fk\mmi%^ Uiair air*^ bvya 



twrtb wba* aod recuiar, 

tfaa fiariinad bold, the cbonb-baoaa tachar hJ4^ ihtm 
ig«ra ia aaoaijr j^aod. abave tiie ■uddb; auea. wrtb bandar 
bat wai-pwiportiiaia ri boia Tbair ouiur ia a b^bt c^ip* 
i they haaa a pnrfaaiaaaf ^ery tia oh hay.** Baeb 
_~ laaerynnbJvf parmk. Tfa«y alaal wfagfr- 
etar tfaey caa, p a rrira ia rf y horaea, BMia Ha iaig that thay 



iiiaMMiai profwfty aaot by tbe Ahai|^faty fur the pm- 
etsri iMO af Boaa. aod theratore aaay be %wktm wha r a»ar 
set Willi. Thii ff oared diapoaiTiaa cala Cur the atnet- 
eat lipiaarr at the aetend porta. 

- Ia the afbenoea «f the iS^Ak of March we had the 
\ ^ warm^ aaya Ciylsia FnaiJiB, ^at f oft 
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Chipewyan, and thus terminated a'winter's jonrney of 
eight hundred and fifty -seven miles, in die progress of 
which there was a great intermixture of agreeable and 
disagreeable circumstances.*' The latter, he thinks, if 
balanced, would preponderate, and that walking in snow- 
shoes was among the most prominent. To the inexperi- 
enced, indeed, the suffering occasioned by walking in 
snow-shoes appears to be dreadful, **and can be but 
faintly imagined by a person who thinks upon die incon- 
venience of marching with a weight of between two and 
three pounds constantly attached to galled feet and sweD- 
ed anldes." But Mr. Hood will best describe it. 

** The miseries endured during the first joumey of this na- 
ture are so great, that nothing could induce the sufferer to 
undertake a second while under the influence of present 
pain. He feels his frame crushed by unaccountable press- 
ure, he drags a galling and stubborn weight at his feet, and 
his track is marked with blood. The dazzling scene around 
him affords no rest to his eye, no object to divert his attention 
from his own agonizing sensations. When he rises from 
sleep, half his body seems dead, till quickened into feeling 
by the irritation of bis sores. But, fortunately for him, no 
evil makes an impres«on so evanescent as pain. It can not 
he wholly banished, nor recalled with the force of reality, 
by any act of the mind, either to afiect our determinations, 
or to sympathize with another. The traveler soon forgets 
his suffering, and at every future joumey their recurrence is 
attended with diminished acuteness."— P. 173, 174. 

Preparations were forthwith to be made at Chipewy- 
an for prosecuting the main object of the expedition, and 
in the consultation witli the principals of the two great 
contending companies, Franklin, by his persuasive and 
conciliating manners, brought about a cordial desire on 
the part of both to render mutual assistance to the for- 
warding of that object. Here, too, in the early part of 
July, he had the sincere gratification of welcoming his 
long-separated friends. Dr. Richardson and Mr. Hood, 
who arrived in perfect health ; and he records the zeal 
and talents displayed by these two gentlemen, and speaks 
in the highest terms of approbation of the manner in 
which their several duties had been discharged since 
their separation. 

The Chipewyans are the neighboring tribe of the 
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Stone Indians, with less promising features, but mora 
honest, rude in their manners, and extremely supersti- 
tious. Their features also are against them ; they have 
broad feces, projecting cheek-bones, and wide nostrils, 
but generally good teeth and fine eyes ; they are reseiT- 
ed and selfish; they beg with unceasing importunity 
every thing they see. ** I never saw men," says Frank- 
lin, *' who either received or bestowed a gift with such 
bad grace ; they almost snatch the thing from you in one 
instance, and duow it at you in the other." Our travel- 
ers fell in with a party of these people in the most for- 
lorn condition, having destroyed every thing they pos- 
sessed in token of grief for the severe loss they had sus- 
tained by the prevailing sickness of measles, hooping- 
cough, and dysentery. **It appears," says Franklin, 
'* that no article is spared by those unhappy men when 
a near rebtive dies ; their clothes and tents are cut to 
pieces, their guns broken, and every other weapon ren- 
dered useless, if some person do not remove those ar- 
ticles from their sight." As some relief, however, to 
the darker shades of their character, instances of theft 
are stated to be extreme^ rare among them ; they also 
possess strong affection for their chUdren. A curious 
example of this was mentioned to the party, ^* and so 
well authenticated," says Franklin, ** that I shall venture 
to give it in the words of Dr. Richardson's Journal." 

** A young Chipewyan had separated from the rest of his 
band K>r the purpose of trenching beaver, when his wife, 
who was his sole companion, and in her first pregnancy, was 
seized with the pains of labor. She died on the third day 
after she had given birth to a boy. The husband was in- 
consolable, and vowed in his anguish never to take another 
woman to wife, but his grief v^ras soon in some degree ab- 
sorbed in anxiety for the fate of his infimt son. To preserve 
its life, he descended to the office of nurse, so degrading in 
the eyes of a Chipewyan, as partaking of the duties of a 
woman. He swaddled it in soft moss, fed it with broth 
made fix)m the flesh of the deer, and to still its cries applied 
it to his breast, praying earnestly to the great Master of Life 
to assist his endeavors. The force of the powerftd passion 
by which he was actuated produced the same effect in his 
case as it has done in some others which are recorded : a 
flow of milk actually took place from his breast. He suc- 
ceeded in rearing his child, taught him to be a hunter, and 
16 X 
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when he attained the age of maohood, chose him a wife firom 
the tribe. The old man kept his vow in never taking a sec- 
ond wife himself, but he delighted in tending his son's chil- 
dren, and when his daughter-m-law used to interfere, saying 
that it was not the occupation of a man, he was wont to re- 
ply, that he had promised to the great Master of Life, if his 
child was spared, never to be proud, like the other Indians. 
He used to mention, too, as a certain proof of the approbation 
of Providence, that although he was always obliged to carry 
his child on his back wmle hunting, yet it never roused 
a moose by its cries, being always particularly still at those 
times. Our informant (Mr. Wentzel) added, that he had oft- 
en seen this Indian in his old age, and that his left breast, even 
then, retained the unusual size it had acquired in his occupa- 
tion of nurse."— P. 157, 158. 

Singular as this case may appear, Dr. Richai-dson is 
quite correct in stating that there are others on record 
in which the same effects precisely were produced, and 
among which is that recorded by the Baron von Hum- 
boldt in his South American travels, and which some of 
the physiologists of that day pronoimced to be impossi- 
ble, while they were advancing and defending otlier sto- 
ries not less miracubus. It is not safe, in tiiis age of 
wonderful discoveries, to pronounce dogmatically what 
b and what is not possible. Physiologists, and physi- 
cians, and surgeons may say, as some have said, tiiat 
man has not been gifted, as woman is, with lacteous nu- 
triment ; but common sense may lead to the presumption 
that both, being constituted of the same materials, and 
supplied with similar glands, may, by some extraordinary 
circumstance — " the force of powerful passion,** as Dr. 
Kichardson observes — produce like effects. The opin- 
ions of two of the most eminent physiologists may here 
be given. Mageudie says, " Though the secretion of 
milk seems proper to women after parturition, it has 
been sometimes seen in virgins, and even in man.*' — 
(Magendie*s Physiology*) And Richerand says, " There 
have been known men in whom a long-continued titilki- 
tion of the breasts had determined so considerable an af- 
flux of the humors, that there oozed from them a whit- 
ish, milky, saccharine fluid, not unlike the milk of a 
woman."— (Richerand's Physiology,) To say that a 
thing is impossible is ti^ very easy, but not a conviu- 
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ciog Wftj of wttfioK ft (fispvtcd qoectioo. Wbcv 8t*- 
pheiMoo coDstmctcid the ir*t railroad betweMi Liv«*rpool 
ftiid MftDchestor, near twenty yrmn afo, and MMtt«Nl 
that ita apoed would exceed ■ixt«*ea maiea aa boar, it 
was laofbed at by a great lawyer (a aroior wrmn0t>r), 
emptojed agamat the bill, who aaaerted docraaticaly 
that aoch a speed was iinpotsable; bot Stc^pbeasoo, 
aomewfaat oetded, called oot, '* Instead of stxteeo, I ran 
make it aixty, if neceasary." Krery impediment was 
throwo in the way of etahhtthinn a di«taot eln;thr«l t«*l- 
egraph ; but the confidence whidi a few had in Frofrs*- 
or Wheatatooe carried the point, and a commoniratjoo 
can now be held with Portsmooth from London (with 
their two distant temuat, even) in a very few minutes^ 
a single signal in half a aecood : in fret, electririty re- 
gards neither time nor space. How many impoMhUi- 
ties would ordinary people meet with in the agencies of 
electricity, gahramsni, and magnetism, one or aO of 
which may almost be looked on as the life and soul of 
the matenal of our world, daily manifeating the truth 
that *' we are yet only on the threshold of discovery**— 
Sir Humphrey Davy's worda, uttered but a short time 
before his death. 

To return, after this digreasion, to our vo ya gers. Aa 
soon as the number of people to be employed waa com- 
pleted, consisting of sixteen Canadian voyagers, their 
Engbah attendant, John Hepburn, two interpreters, to 
be received at the Great Slave Lake, and one Chipewy- 
an woman, and dienr provisions shipped, they all em- 
barked on the 16di of July, in high glee, and the crews 
of the three canoes commenced a lively paddling son^ on 
leaving the shore, which was coDtinaed till oat of sight 
of the house. On the 24th they reached Moose-deer 
Island, a post of the Northwest Company, and engaged 
Pierre St. Germain as interpreter for toe Copper In- 
diana. On the 28th they arrived at Fort Providence, 
aitnated on the northeastern skle of Great Slave Lake. 
They found here Mr. Wentsel and the second interpret- 
er, Jean Baptiste Adam. The duties allotted to the 
former were, the management of the Indians, the super- 
mtendence of the Canmlian vojragers, the obtaining and 
distributing provisbns and other stores, all of whidi h« 
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was well qualified to perform, having been twenty years 
in the country. Here, too, they were waited on by the 
chief of the Indians, named Akaitcho. He made a 
speech, purporting that he rejoiced to see such great 
chiefs on his land; that his tribe was poor, but they 
loved white men, who had been their benefactors ; said 
he would attend them to the end of their journey, and 
would do all he could to provide them with the means 
of subsistence. Franklin, of course, made a suitable ac- 
knowledgment in return. 

On the 2d of August they left Fort Providence, oo 
theur way to the Copper Mine River, the party consist- 
ing of six Fnglishmen, six Canadian voyagers, and three 
interpreters, to which were added Akaitcho and his In- 
dians. The details of the journey as far as Fort Enter- 
prise, on the banks of Winter Lake, the difficulties that 
occurred in the navigation of the numerous rivers and 
lakes, and the crossing of portages, could give little or no 
information of interest to the general reader, and shaD 
therefore be omitted. Suffice it to say, that after nu- 
merous difficulties, experienced from scarcity of provi- 
sions for the party that attended them, impediments of 
navigation, and the severe labor of the frequent portages, 
they were glad to arrive, on the 20th of August, after a 
slow and tedious progress, at the spot where it was de- 
cided to winter, and which was distant about 550 miles 
from Chipewyan. Captain Franklin states their journey 
briefly thus : 

** The counted length of the portages we had crossed since 
leaving Fort Providence is twenty-one statate miles and a 
half; and as our men had to traverse each portage four times 
with a load of 180 pounds, and return three times light, they 
walked in the whole upward of one hundred and miy miles. 
The total length of our voyage from Chipeveyan is five hun^ 
dred and fifiy-three miles. In the afternoon (be says) we 
read divine service, and*offered our thanksgiving to &e Al- 
mighty for his goodness in having brought us thus &r on oar 
journey ; a duty which we never neglected, when stationaiy, 
on the Sabbath." 

Before the termination of the last journey, however, 
the Canadian voyagers became discontented, and threat- 
ened not to proceed forward unless more food was given 
to them ; and Franklin, after addressing them in the 
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buikliiigs. Accordingly^ they set out on the 9th of Sep- 
tember, and having suffered much from snow and cdid, 
reached the Copper Mine River on the 13th, and were 
glad to get l^uik to Fort Enterprise, having traversed on 
K>ot about eighty miles. On the same day Back and 
Hood returned from their inspection. 

" I was much pleaded (says Franklin) with the able man- 
ner in which these officers executed the service they had 
been dispatched upon, and was gratified to learn from them 
that their companions had conducted themselves extremely 
well, and borne the &tigues of the journey most cheerfiilly. 
They scarcely had ever more than sufficient fiiel to boil the 
kettle, and were generally obliged to lie down in their 
wet clothes, and, consequently, suffered much from cold." — 
P. 237. 

Soon, however, after the parties had returned to the 
ibrt, it was stated by the wintering party at Fort En- 
terprise that they had been apprised that the provisions 
they had, and were Ukely to obtain, would not suffice 
for their journey to the sea and along the coast, and 
that the ammunition and clothing had not come up from 
the southward : Mr. Back, tlierefore, with that zeal and 
activity by which he had particularly distinguished him- 
self, volunteered to set out, on the 18th of October, 
with Mr. Wentzel, two Canadians, two Indians and 
Iheur wives, and return to Fort Providence, and, if nec- 
essary, to Chipewyan, to obtain and hasten the required 
supplies. This journey was performed on foot, in the 
midst of winter, and was successful. Wentzel returned 
from Providence in the month of December, accompa- 
nied by two Esquimaux interpreters, whom they found 
at Fort Providence, where they had arrived frt>m the 
neighborhood of Chesterfield Inlet ; their long, unpro- 
nounceable names were now converted into those o£ 
Augustus and Junius ; the former understood a little of 
the En^ish language. Back, always alert when duty 
required his exertion, proceeded to Chipewyan. 

Some traits of the Indian character are given in the 
report of his long and perilous journey, and of the con- 
duct of the Indians, which deserve to be here noticed. 
A single instance may be sufficient to stamp their char- 
acter. **One of the women caught a fine pike by 
waking a hole in the ice, which she gave to us ; the lo* 
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•aActoaC far ui 1 1 ti *» ' - wr «rw wrutUm^tH ts* mtms-^m.' 
tioo,' M«l tb^. • ^jwi i«« we M^. "' 'i !»' Io'Iammv «u4 
their wm»« eaHi^jto»< ^ ihiimi «b< wwjt 4jf r**»t . ^Uuh 
iodacMl Bacfc to Mwe «« w o««-m « n«|Bi/«i vtf ttuMA$4 
spirits. ** It m m aHbi^tMc. u» iur " !>- mi^ •, «■* u* t«. 
bold these po«r m ii <M iii «*«9vt h^ ai<tmn»4-», Iwr ti^-y 
bad befacved « th# mmi < miihiim^ «mj< m-u%^ mmuummt 
toward the partr. aapC vft « i:**i«rr«j»i*t »«j4 mytMf^Mihy 
seldom foand «-•«« ib ti«* •uur*' «'itut#>4 piwt* 4^ fii« 
world ; aad the «««*uuuc mj< ■ttm-'Mu wtj^ti tAA«*x mmui- 
ifestcd toward tfci a - ww«» 4^iwj*-<4 « U*4M*wji« ij«-« 4if 
djspositaoa aad 9uuOti*ii* W tMi»4vr »i««<-b 4A#wti4 WMf fsil 
to aecore the apf»^iii«MJ« «tf Uj** m^jm. iuijiUt ti^iiM tjh- 
serrer.** Aaadtrr ■hHsb i> wtiik a 4u«m«*>* wummp i^ii^ 
•f d>e prirarw t* vtij^ u«»- |«n% «W4* «'XfMi»*r4 m^mIi 
rei^ard to Ibid. Aiai tb** «r«ir« W tti# iMii»jj». m« <ii# 
midst of their a«ra aitf 1 rai):*. w ii<kUMuaU*r U> Um? n4tW 
•ftbei 
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■»*T 4aii^'>*iS VinifAOifr tut cMf wi'. w^Ui U«# 
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the in a t ftu i k la aad p*'1i^r^»9iAr of fijr iji<ii«<if , w« wMt iu*v# 
pone vri^na aH^vHaMr aMUl i»« f^atouud cAm; furit/'— K 

Back, ia thii 4readM j a u r afff . vai ogt aal^ scpsaad 
to itM-ritwB and the ectraaMtv af euML bat dM io tha 
daajeer of perkfaM^ w Mane af the MbM which tbe)r bad 
to cTxiaa OB faot. Oa a narrow bratida of th« l^tera 
Lafca he Ml lhra«|h the loe. bat rtrapiij wtfhont in* 
jwy: an another oecaaoa the iee beat •« that k j«. 
q an ud the nlMaat speed to ataid laKai^ thnnmb whaf« 
U ptre wmj. m k seeaw to fas*e dans at mery itop b* 
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took. In snoit, it "was little less than miracnlouB, con* 
sideling the season and the severity of the winter, that 
he ever returned safe, which, however, he had the good 
fortune to do on the 17th of March, when he arrived at 
Fort Enterprise, where, he sajrs, "I had the pleasure 
of meeting my friends all in good health, after an ab- 
sence of neariy five noonths, during which time I had 
traveled 1104 miles on' snow-shoes, and had no other 
covering at night, in the woods, than a blanket and deer 
skin, with the thermometer fi-equently at —40°, and 
once at — 57°, and sometimes passing two or three 
days without tasting food.'* Well may Franklin say, 
** I had every reason to be much (leased with his con- 
duct on this arduous undertaking.'* 

With regard to the temperature of the winter, it was 
not improved by the more northern situation of Fort 
Enterprise. Augustus spoke so highly of the warmth 
of a snow-house, that he was emi^yed in the building 
of one, which he did after a very speedy and dever 
operation, and of which Captain Franklin has given a 
description and plan ; but as Parry has supplied both, 
obtained from the very same people, they need not here 
be repeated. Franklin says, " The purity of the mate- 
rial of which the house was framed, the elegance of its 
construction, and the transparency of its walls, which 
transmitted a very pleasant light, gave it an appearance 
far superior to a marble building, and one mi^t survey 
it with feelings somewhat akin to those produced by the 
contemplation of a Grecian temple reared by Phidias ; 
both are triumphs of art, inimitable in their kinds.** 
Like many of the Grecian temples, they too are covered 
by domes, built on the principle of an arch, which is 
perfectly understood by them. We have had many 
learned disquisitions on the origin of the arch, which 
some say was copied from nature ; the poor isolated 
Esquimaux, evidently an original people, unlike to any 
other in physical appearance, had nature only to con- 
sult, in which, with their own ingenuity, as we have 
learned from Parry, they are by no means deficient. 

In December, Franklin has given a statement of the 
severity of the cold, which is not more intense than 
Back experienced ; 
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" The weather daring thi9 month was the coldest we ex- 
perienced during our residence in America. The thermom- 
eter sank on one occasion to 57^ below zero, and never rose 
beyopd 6^ aboye it ; the mean for the month was — ^29^*7. 
Daring these intense colds, however, the atmosphere was 

Senerally calm, and the wood-cutters and others went aboat 
leir ordinary occupations without usixu; any extraordinary 
precautions, yet wimout feeling any bad effects. They had 
their reindeer shirts on, leathern mittens lined with blankets, 
and farred caps ; bat none of them used any defense for the 
fiu;e, nor did they need to do so. Indeed we have already 
qientioned that the heat is abstincted most rapidly from the 
hodj daring strong breezes; and most of those who have 
perished from cold in this country have fallen a sacrifice to 
their being overtaken on a lake, or other unsheltered place, 
by a storm of wind. The intense colds were, however, 
detrimental to us in another way. The trees fi*oze to their 
very centers, and became as hard as stones, and more difficult 
to cut. Some of the axes were broken didly , and by the end 
of the month we had only one left that was fit for fellins 
trees. By intmsting it only to one of the party who had 
been bred a carpenter, and who could use it with dexterity, 
it was fortunately preserved until the arrival of our men with 
others from Fort rrovidence. 

" A thermometer, hung in our bedroom at the distance of 
sixteen feet from the fire, but exposed to its direct radiation, 
stood, even in the daytime, occasionally at 15° below zero, 
and was observed more than once, previous to the kindling 
of the fire in the morning, to be' as low as 4(P belo^^ zero. 
On two of these occasions, the chronometers (Nos. 2149 and 
2151), which during the night la^ under Mr. Hood's and Dr. 
Richardson's pillows, stopped while they were dressing them- 
selves."— P. 254, 255. 

In one of the families that frequented the house was 
a good-looking girl, concerning whom Captain Franklin 
gives the following anecdote : 

" I may remark, that the daughter, whom we designated 
Green-stockings, from her dress, is considered by her tribe 
to be a great oeauty. Mr. Hood drew an accurate {wrtrait 
of her, ^though her mother was averse from her sitting for 
it. She was afraid, she said, that her daughter's likeness 
would induce the Great Chief who resided in England to send 
for the origiiud. The young lady, however, was undeterred 
by any such fear. She has already been an object of contest 
between her countrymen, and, almough under sixteen yeara 
of age, has belonged sacoessiyely to two husbands, and would 
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probably have been the wife of many more, if her mother 
had not requh«d her services as a nurse." — ^P. 254. 

The iDgenious methods pursued by Captain Pany in 
his winter's abode in the Arctic regions, for tiie amuse- 
ment and occupation of his people, were not known to 
Captun Franklin ; but he equfdly found it necessaiy, 
during the dreary months they were shut up in Fort 
Enterprise, to furnish some kind of employment, espe- 
cially for the officers of the expedition, who, however, 
were at no loss ; they were engaged in writing out thdr 
journals, calculating the results of their observations, and 
in constructing the charts of the routes, while Messrs. 
Hood and Back were employed in finishing their draw- 
ings. The reading of newspapers, magazmes, and let- 
ters from England was a source of occupation. But 
Captain Franldin has given a sketch, which contains the 
usual routine of their winter's life at Folt Enterprise. 

** In the evenings we joined the men in the hall, and took 
a part in their games, which generally continued to a late 
hour ; in short, we never found the time to hang heavy upon 
oiur hands ; and the peculiar occupations of each of me offi- 
cers afforded them more employment than might at first be 
supposed. I recalculated me observations made on our 
route ; Mr. Hood protracted the charts, and made those draw- 
ings of birds, plants, and fishes, which can not appear in this 
work, but which have been the admiration of every one who 
has seen them. Each of the party sedulously and separately 
recorded their observations on the aurora, and Dr. Richard- 
son contrived to obtain fix)m under the snow specimens of 
most of the lichens in the neighborhood, and to make himself 
acquainted with the mineralogy of the surrounding country. 

" The Sabbath was always a day of rest with us ; the v^ood- 
men were required to provide for the exigencies of that day 
on Saturday, and the party were dressed m their best attire. 
Divine service was reffularly performed, and the Canadians 
attended, and behaved witn great decorum, although they 
were all Roman Catholics, and but Uttie acquainted v^th the 
language in which the pr^ers were read. I regretted much 
that we had not a French rrayer-Book, but the Lord's Prayer 
and Creed were always read to them in their own language. 

" Our diet consisted almost entirely of reindeer meat, varied 
twice a week by fish, and ocoasicmally by a littie flour, but 
we had no vegetables of any description. On the Sunday 
mornings we drank a cup of chocolate ; but our greatest lux- 
ury was tea (without sugar), of which we regularly partook 
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It amd rtrim < 
•ad Uepboni a uqainJ eaomdrnkAo •kill 
otf' aoam fron Um* wood-Mfac««, fat, mad 
nil. The fcrnaxiaoof •oBpwMoooMdrrvid M rmUkorft B17*- 
terioQs opentiaa hj oar CaaMUuM» and in thrir bunk waa 
alwaiTB ipuo ae J to &il if » wfimui approacbcHl the* krulc* ia 
wfaicb the ley wm boOiiu. Such m our Mmpfe domMtio 
detnk."— P. ess. 259. 

Tjm umrA bof^MM iiMd6 its sppocnnes frM|ii0iitt]r« 
with mora or l«w briOMocy, bat was doC particakrijr re- 
Hnrkafale; in the month of December it waa viaiblr tw«>iH 
tj-eigfat of the toog raghts. Mr. Back p^f** in tbe nar- 
rative of hia joomej, the foBowinf extrvordinary ac- 
eoimt, wluch he receired from one of the partnen of the 
Northwest CooipaDj, but be doea not Tooch for the 
truth of It. ^ He was trarettni^ in a canoe in the Enf- 
iah Rirer, and had landed near the Kettle Fall, when 
the comacationa of the anrora were ao virid and tow, 
that the Canadians fell on their faces, and benn nrmyinff 
and eryini^, fearing they shookl be kiBed; he himself 
tfnrew sway his gun and knife, that they might not at- 
tTKt the muhes, for they were within two feet of the 
earth, ffitting akmg with incredible swifbiess, and mor- 
ng paimilel to ita sorfiM^. They continued for upward 
of §re minutes, as near as he could iodge, and made a 
lood rustling noise, fike the waring of a flag in a strong 
breese. Aiker they had ceased the sky became clear, 
wfdi Bttle wind." 

Captain Frankfin, Dr. Richardson, and Bfr. Hood 
were most attentive obserrers of the aurora. Captun 
Franklin says that, having observed the aurora upward 
of two hundred times, he is not able to attest the net of 
^e noise ascribed to it. Mr. Back, when on his jour- 
ney, the ni^t being fine, sajrs, " the aurora was so vivid« 
that we imagined more than once that we heard a rus- 
tling noise, like that of autumnal leaves stirred by the 
wind; but after two hours of attentive bstening we were 
not entirely convinced of the feet.*' They al agree as 
to its influence over the magnetic needle. By a num- 
ber of experiments, it was found that, in certain positions 
of the beams and arches, the needle was considerably 
drawn aside, and more particularly when the flashes were 
lietween the clouds and the earth; for it was also ascer* 
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tained that the height of the aurora, instead of beings as 
supposed by Mr. Dalton and others, beyond the region 
of the atmosphere, is usually not more than six or seven 
miles from tiie earth. ** We have sometimes seen,'* 
Mr. Hood says, ** an attenuated aurora flashing across a 
hundred degrees of the sky in a single second ; a quick- 
ness of motion inconsistent with the height of sixty or 
seventy miles, the least which has hitherto been asciibed 
to it." 

On the 1st of January, 1821, the usual festivities of the 
new year were held. The only treat the people could 
receive was a little flour and fat, both luxuries ; but the 
feast languished for want of spirits. The whole month 
was cold and foggy, yet the Indians declared it was the 
warmest they had known ; the thermometer, however, 
toward the latter part, descended to 49°, and the mean 
temperature of the month was 15° -6. On the 15th 
large supplies were received from Fort Providence, and 
the people had their ration of spirits served out to them. 

Toward the end of March two Indians arrived from 
The Hook, a chief next to Akaitcho in authority among 
the Copper Indians : his band were stationed between 
the Marten and Great Bear Lakes ; they brought offers 
from him to supply dried meat on the banks of the Cop- 
per Mine Kiver, in return for goods and anununition. 
The offer was declined, but they were desired to tell 
him that notes on the Northwest Company's post would 
be given for either provisions or leather when they met. 
Even -at this period, Franklin says, *^the hunters sent 
us no supplies ; our net produced very few fish, and the 
pounded meat intended to keep for summer use was 
nearly expended. Our meals at this period were al- 
ways scanty, and we were occasionally restricted to one 
in die day." 

But the Indian families which congregated about the 
house, consisting principally of women and children, suf- 
fered the most. 

" I had often requested them to move to Akaitcbo's lodge, 
where they were more certain of receiving supplies ; but as 
most of them were sick or iuiirm, they did not like to quit 
the bouse, where they daily received medicines from Dr. 
Ricbardson, to encounter the fatigue of foUowinff the move- 
ments of a hunting-camp. They cleared away the snow on 
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dreadfully fatiguing to the men, or to relate the alternate 
successes and disappointments of the hunters. It is 
enough to say that on the 30th of June they embarked 
on the Copper Mine River, which, at a point called 
Kock-nest, is stated to be about two hundred yards wide, 
ten feet deep, and to flow very rapidly over a i*ocky bot- 
tom ; its banks picturesque, the hUls shelving to the wa- 
ter side, well covered with wood, and the siuface of the 
rocks richly clothed with lichens. Musk-oxen were 
here very plentiful near the river, and in all this part of 
the country ; and, like the buffalo, herd together in 
bands, so that one day the hunters killed eight cows. It 
is said that when two or three men get so near a herd 
as to fire at them from different points, instead of sepa- 
rating or running away, these animals huddle closer to- 
gether, and several are generally killed ; but if the wound 
be not mortal, they become enraged, and dart in the 
most furious manner at the hunters, who must be veiy 
dexterous to evade them. 

On the 7th of July they arrived at The Hookas en- 
campment, the Indian chief before mentioned, who was 
particularly civil, and said, ** The amount of meat I have 
is very small, but I will cheerfully give you what I have ; 
we are too n^uch indebted to the white people to allow 
them to want food on our lands while we have any to give 
them ;" and he promised to remain on the side of the 
Bear Lake, which is near to the Copper Mine River, 
till the month of November, and to furnish the party with 
supplies on their return. He too, as well as all the In- 
dians, earnestly entreated the travelers to be constantly 
on their guard against the treachery of the Esquimaux. 

They were now approaching the Copper Mountains, 
their encampment being in lat. 67° 1' 10", long. 116° 
27' 28" W. ; variation of the compass, 44° 11' 43", and 
dip of the needle, 87° 31' 18". From hence they visit- 
ed the Copper Mountains in search of specimens of the 
ore, agreeably, as Franklin says, with his instructions ; 
the party consisting of twenty-one persons, voyagers 
and Indians, including tiie officers. 

** We traveled for nine boors over a considerable ^>ace of 
groaod, but found onljr a few small pieces of native copper. 
The mountains varied in height from 1200 to 1500 feet; their 



Digitized 



by Google 



rtAXkLJ* A%D fclcJ. il.:^ % r -, 1.* . •. i. ^Z 



it w«r..^i: »'.'•-•».- t: -! • », 






TIl:.^*^ I <■ I * . t*« • . w ifc.A II 1^ t* '- m --m ^s .i* 
<j *.'!.» ,^ « •€.*» i. ■--• ii •*—.». . ^-. ^ 

"**••- '-'♦'* <- : ►•■' •i' • *i»» »■ — 4fc .• s -» I a 

ID » *l-lA.. r**, »''t.n*«* r**--» .,_ ^_, 

bri'ii ecAr»»»«j Vt ••<»•.» t. • • ■ - » 

br Ueara^ th^ l^rawit t «:. T -^ •».■. ^ ^m 
ft sort ot' ^heKinr r»h^ir a-aiir :: *«> - -. 
leaeth. hannc a d**^*--* jr •-in ;*■: > -• ..«i- •» 
bouiwitHl OQ efkrb ajIt m t:^x «ajn> • •«- •«. 
upuo wturh rv^s » ar 'ti^ if » «t »»., . • , 
tii#»v caiient fr>rrT ^xr^tr-rr •. -:»* «. v *• «m 

Uu» day*§ joum**%- : tiKC ifir r^au<« ••«•..• 
ermfln, And D*»un*fie* mwc c •:•»••-.• ^.^ ^..^ 
I£ii2 ptanu tiiat were n.^ » -£. »c* t t ir- • - . 
Alter much dL«tcu«Mirjc. Mat f^^z f-ip* >^ .-^ n 
p«rt of tiM» in«lians &ijd »«»% *j*-rv r»j*r . ^ •• • -, 
ot the E.iquiiiiaux, io or«;«*r u» aiio sri^v ''^'m 
acid Augustus were teoc tm t» hmt^ t ^'- - - 
With th^m : a Terr 9mmh pmrty m* rv f «.»-- ^ v #^ 
rapid described by Me-^rtie, tr^ir tt^uv ■ i - 
li#uad tAem to b« mii<i. pear#«^4«> rr^mr*,^^ —^ i 
fdad to be oa t^rm* n* tner><l«hip w.*ij '/.^ i*>^«<^» 
coosisred cmiy of' four m*^ aiid m ma ^ « j- — l h 
metit disaptjeared. having «e«>n. if •« « - -f — ^^f «« 
AJUitclio's Intfltarw. who hitd onan'r^ •- ##*«Vr 
ooamrj to tlieir rriieff pn.nime. »r^ .»-<»^ -i 
oo the hiiis. It waa at xh» i,tm^ w*^r.. 'T 
icnbea the drpadtui man^arr** ^t '^^ ^ ^<,'- 

• 4TTwiiy :>r. ?t«rfiAr»1«rtti- ''^^ •*»w»u— i •.^«. , .„ , 




Digitized by 



Google 



256 ^ AftCTIO VOYAGED. 

Chipewyan Indians, and therefore named it lihe ** Bloody 
FaD." On Franklin and the party approaching it and 
encamping, nine Esquimaux appeared on the opposite 
bank of the river, carrying their canoes on their hacks ; 
but they fled on seeing the tents. Not only were these 
people alarmed, but ue Indians also were so terrified 
that they insisted on returning the next day ; nor could 
Franklin prevail on two hunters to remain with him. 
The reduced party, however, proceeded, and on the 18tii 
of July reached the sea-coast at the mouth of the Cop- 
per Mine River, it being only nine miles from the Bloody 
Fall. The Canadian voyagers were amused with their 
first view of the sea, and the seals swimming about, but 
soon gave way to despondency ; they were terrified at 
the idea of a voyage through an icy sea in bark canoes. 
Hepburn's remarks, however, and the way in which he 
held up to them the delights of his accustomed element, 
made them ashamed of their fears. The party who pro- 
ceeded amounted to twenty persons. The traveling dis- 
tance from Fort Enterprise to the mouth of the river is 
said to be about three hundred and thirty -four miles. 
The canoes and baggage were dragged over snow and 
ice for one hundred and seventeen miles of this distance. 
They encamped at ten on the western bank, at its jtmc- 
tion with the sea. The river is here about a mile wide, 
but very shallow. High and numerous islands to sea- 
ward fill the horizon in several points of the compass ; 
the water was decidedly salt, and Franklin tliinks that 
Hearne could have tasted it only at the mouth of the 
river, as he pronounced it merely brackish. 

The embarcation in two birch-bark canoes for a navi- 
gation along the southern coast of the Polar Sea to the 
eastward, and the commencement of the voyage, took 
place on the 21st of July, their dried meat and ot£er pro- 
visions amounting only to fifteen days* consumption. 
They paddled all day along the coast, within a crowded 
range of islands, wifli very little ice ; the coast covered 
with vegetation ; the islands rocky and barren ; abund- 
ance of drift-wood ; and as none comes down the Cop- 
per Mine River, nor down any other, except Macken- 
zie's River, it was inferred that an easterly current pre- 
vailed. The least depth of water, after two days' sail- 
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shore o{[ a very wide and deep golf, with numeroiu inlets 
issuing in various directions, with creeks and rivers 
branching out from and others running into them. In 
the present situation of the party, living from hand to 
mouth, and without any certainty of a supply, nothii^ 
more than an outline could be taken of these inlets, from 
twenty to sixty miles deep; but paina appear to have 
been bestowed by Franklin, Back, and Hood to make 
them as correct as time would allow. One of these nu- 
merous branches was named Melville, and is stated to be 
thirty miles from east to west, and twenty from north to 
south; and Bathurst's Inlet is not less than seventy 
miles long. These, however, as occasional receptacles 
of ice, are not to be considered as refuge harbors for 
ships. 

Having surrounded this gulf^ called Coronation Gulf 
on the chart, Franklin, Richardson, and Back walked 
along the southern coast of the Polar Sea ten miles, and 
finding its trending to be still to the east, they named 
the spot Point Turn-again, being well satisfied that it 
was more than probable this point would prove the ter- 
mination of the voyage. '* It was evident," says Frank- 
lin, **that the time spent in exploring tiie Arctic and 
Melville Sounds, and Bathurst^s Inlet (all branching out 
of and a portion of the great gulf), had precluded Uie 
hope of reaching Repulse Bay, which at the outset of the 
voyage we had fondly cherished ; and it was equally ob- 
vious that, as our distance from any of the trading estab- 
lishments would increase as we proceeded, the hazard- 
ous traverse across the barren grounds which we should 
have to make, if compelled to abandon the canoes upon 
any part of the coast, would become greater." But the 
greatest hazard of all, and it was wofiilly experienced, 
was the miserable pittance of provisions remaining. 

Many circumstances concurred to convince the party 
that farther exploration would be vain, one of the canoes 
being already rendered useless, and the second nearly as 
bad ; the quantity of penmiican was reduced to three 
days* consumption, and apprehensions for their safety 
had seriously possessed the minds of the voyagers and 
interpreters. A violent storm and its effect on the sea 
did not increase their desire of remaining longer. 
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u Though it win appear from the chart,^' aajs Frank- 
lin, '* that the position of Pcnnt Turn-again is only six 
degrees and a half to the east of the mouth of the Cop- 
per Mine Bivor, we sailed, in tracing the deeply-indent- 
ed coast, five hundred and fifty-five geographical miles, 
which is little less than the direct di^ance between the 
Copper Mine River and Repulse Bay, supposing the lat- 
ter to be in the longitude assigned to it by Middleton.'* 

Captain Frankfin nasntions that Arctic Sound appear- 
ed the most convenient, and, perhaps, the best {dace for 
ships to anchor that he had seen along the coast, at this 
season especially, when they ought increase their stock 
of provision if suppbed with good marksmen. Deer are 
numerous in its vicinity ; miuk-oxen also may be found 
up Hood's River, and the fine, sandy bottom of the bays 
promises £ftvorri>]y for fishing with the sein. The hills 
on the westwD side are even in their outline, and slope 
gradually to the water's edge. 

Franldin farther says that the portion of the sea over 
which he had passed is navigable for vessels of any size. 
The ice he met, paiticulariy after leaving Detention 
Harbor, woukl not have arrested a strong boat. The 
chain of islands affords shelter from all heavy seas, and 
there are good harbors at convenient distances. It is to 
be hqped, however, that Captain Franklin, on his pres- 
ent voyage, may not be driven to seek sh^ter, with the 
Erebus aind Ternnr, in any part of the southern coast of 
the Polar Sea. 

The anangemeirt: made §oir returning by the way he 
had come Captain Franklin now perceived would not ba 
advisable. The country between Cape Barrow and 
Copper Mine River would not supply Uieir wants ; tlie 
canoes were unfit to encoonter the sea ; the bad season 
was rapidly advancing, wlaen heavy gales were to be ex* 
pected. **• I determmed, therefore," he says, **• to make 
at once for Arctic Sounds where game had been found 
more fdentiful than in any other place; and euteriii|r 
Hood's River, to advance up it as &r as navigable, mta 
then to construet small canoes out of the materials of the 
larger and damaged ones, which could be carrieti, in 
crossing the barren grounds, to Fort Enterprise/' Th»y 
had bddre them • chilling prospect on fiodiiigf Ott thV 
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20th of this month, the pools of water frozen over, the 
ground covered with snow, and the thermometer down 
to the ^ezing-point at midday. The hmiters went 
out, but saw no animals. **We made a scanty meal 
off a handful of penmiican, aflter which only a half a bag 
remained." 

Bad as the canoes had become, and IxHSterons as the 
weather was, these voyagers contrived to paddle across 
the arms of lakes and inlets within the great gulf; but 
there was no game to be had ; the berries, however, 
were ripe and plentiful ; and, with the addition of some 
country tea (Ledum palustre)^ furnished a supper. Hav- 
ing crossed the eastern entrance of Bathurst*8 Inlet to 
an island, the deer were found to be plentiful, and two 
were killed. The wind changed to a quarter which en- 
abled the party to steer for Hood's River, firom the mouth 
of which they ascended as high as the first rapid, and 
encamped. This was on the 26th of August ; " and 
here," says Franklin, ** terminated our voyage on the 
Arctic Sea, during which we had gone over six hundred 
and fifty geographical miles." **Our Canadian voya- 
gers," he adds, ** could not restrain their joy at having 
turned their backs on the sea, and they spent the even- 
ing in talking over their past adventures, with much hu- 
mor and no little exaggeration. It is due to their chur- 
acter to mention that they displayed much courage in 
encountering the dangers of the sea, magnified to them 
by their novelty." 

At a few mUes up Hood's River, it runs for about a 
mile through a narrow chasm, the walls of which are 
upward of two hundred feet in height, and quite per- 
pendicular. Through this chasm the river precipitates 
itself in two magnificent falls, close to each other. Frank- 
lin named these cascades ** Wilberforce Falls," as a trib- 
ute of his respect for that distinguished Christian phi- 
lanthropist. The large canoes not being suited to this 
river, two smaller ones were constructed out of their 
materials, each sufficient to contain three persons, to be 
used for the purpose of crossing any river that might ob- 
struct their progress. 

The construction of the new canoes detained them 
tin the 1st of September when it was decided to make 
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a direct line to Point Lake, distant only 149 miles in a 
straight line from where they were. Having proceeded 
twelve miles, a snow-storm obliged them to encamp, and 
on the 3d the last piece of pemmican and a little arrow- 
root were distributed for sapper. The violence of the 
storm continued till the 7th ; and for several days, hav- 
ing nothing to eat, and no means of making a fire, they 
remained whole days in bed. The wind continued so 
strong and the weather so severe, that there was no 
chance of getting on. A temperature (^20°, without 
fire, the jparty weak from fasting, their garments stiff- 
ened by frost, and the ground covered with ice and snow, 
rendered their condition very unfit for traveling in such 
a country. On trying to proceed, Franklin was seized 
with a fainting-fit, in consequence of exhaustion and sud- 
den exposure to the wind, but on eating a morsel of port- 
able soup he recovered. ** I was unwilling,'' says this 
brave fellow, ** at first to take this morsel of soup, which 
was diminishing the small and only remaining meal for 
the party, but several of the men urged me to it with 
much kindness." The canoe-carriers were frequently 
blown down, and one of these machines was broken to 
pieces, which, however, was turned to the best account, 
by making a fire of it to cook the remnant of portable 
soup and arrow-root : a scanty meal after three days' 
fiisting, but it served to allay the pangs of hunger. 

The next two days the surface of the barren grounds 
was covered with large stones, bearing a lichen which 
the Canadians call tripe de rocke^ or rock-tripe, a sub- 
stance to which the present travelers may be said to owe 
their safety and existence ; without it they must have 
died of starvation. By botanists this plant is called Gy- 
rophora^ from its circular form, and the surface of the 
leaf being marked with curved lines, and of which Dr. 
Richardson has described and engraved four species, 
with this observation : ** We used all four as articles of 
food ; but, not having the means of extracting the bitter 
principle from them, they proved nauseous to all, and 
noxious to several of the party, producing severe bowel 
complaints." This, with half a partridge to each, fur- 
nished their supper. 

On the 6th the passage of a river was efifected by 
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means of a range of large rocks at &e foot of a rapicL 
The people wfao carried heavy burdens mostly slipped 
into the stream, and were drenched from head to foot; 
and all being wet to the middle, and the thermometer at 
17^, their dothes became stiff with the finost, disahling 
them from walking without much pain. 

On the 10th they came upon a herd of musk-oxen, of 
which the hunters killed one of the largest, a cow, which 
infused spirit into the starving party. ^^This,*' s^s 
FrankHn, ** was the sixth day since we had enjoyed a 
good meal ; the tripe de roc^, even where we got enough, 
only serving to allay the pangs of hunger for a shmrt 
time." 

On the 12th the severity of the weather abated, so as 
to allow them to go forward, but the wh<^ party com- 
plained of faintness, and of more weakness than they 
had ever before done. Their supper consisted of a sin- 
gle partridge, accompanied with some rock-tripe, which 
afforded liule relief, and the latter had become quite 
nauseous to all, and in several produced bowel complaints, 
to Mr. Hood in particular. It was now obvious that the 
whole party were getting weaker every day. It was 
discovered also that some of them had tlm>wn away the 
fishing-nets and burned the floats, depriving &em, by 
this thoughtless act, of the means of obtaining a suppl^ 
of fish, which might be expected while coasting the mar- 
gins of the several lakes they would have to pass. 

On the morning of the 14th, while the officen were 
assembled round a small fire, Perrault, one of the voya- 
gers, presented each of them with a small piece of meat, 
which he had saved fit)m his aQowance. ** It was re- 
ceived," says Franklin, '^ with great thankfulness, and 
such an act of self-denial and kindness, being totally un- 
expected in a Canadian voyager, filled our eyes with 
tears." On the same day, Franklin, St. Germain, and 
Belanger embarked in the remaining canoe to cross a 
river, and when in the midst of it, the current and a 
strong breeze drove the canoe to the very brink of a tre- 
mendous rapid, of which a most frightful account is 
given : Belanger, unluckily, apf^ed his paddle to avert 
tiie danger of being forced down the rapid ; he lost his 
balance, the canoe overset in the midst of the rapid, but 
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who had it in charge. For several days after this their 
progress was slow, over a hilb* country, and the men 
became impatient, and so indinerent, that the two who 
had the charge of the only remaining canoe left it be- 
hind, urging an excuse that it had a fsiU, was completely 
broken, and useless. They refused to return and bring 
it up, broken as it was ; they refused to make any ex- 
ertion, and acted as if they had given up all hope of 
preservation. 

On the 21st the men took it into their heads that the 
party had lost then* way, and a gloom was spread over 
evenr countenance. Dr. Richardson had suffered so 
much from cold, fatigue, and hunger as to be obliged to 
deposit his specimens of plants and minerals, collected 
on the sea-coast, being unable to carry them any farther. 

Things continued in this deplorable state till the 24th, 
when the killing of five small deer out of a large herd 
reanimated the drooping spirits of the men, and they 
asked for a day's rest, which was considered reasonable 
enough, that the quiet enjoyment of two substantial 
meals, after eight day's famine, might enable them to 
proceed more vigorously. On the 26th they reached a 
branch of the Copper Mine River ; and now, for the 
first time, the people were convinced of their folly in 
breaking the two canoes. 

Back, the most active and vigorous of the party, was 
sent forward with some of the hunters to apprise the 
people at Fort Enterprise of the approach of the rest. 
Credit and Junius followed them also to hunt. Credit 
returned, but Junius was missing, and was never after 
heard of. Several days were here lost in making a raft 
of willows, which was finished by the 29th, but all at- 
tempts to convey the raft across the stream failed, and 
the scheme was considered hopeless : the raft, moreo- 
ver, was of green wood, and the want of poles or pad- 
dles rendered the moving of it on the water impractica- 
ble. Yet it was of the utmost importance to cross the 
river, as any attempt to go round the lakes would be 
sure destruction to the whole party, in their famished 
and worn down state ; two of them, having been uttedy 
unable to proceed, were left behind. 

" In this hopeless condition with certain steurvation staring 



Digitized 



by Google 



■«-'-— - 



tr r — - 






iigrrr j«^ a«*^%. i rr • ^« . .,- -^ • - ' -^ 

d by Google 



Digitized t 



266 Aftono voTAOES. 

and found to be buoyant, and a cheerful supper of rock- 
tripe gave confidence to the desponding people for a 
time; but nothing came in from the hunters, except 
that one of them brought in the antlers and back-bone 
of a deer, which the wolves and bbrds of prey had picked 
clean, a small quantity of the spinal marrow only remain- 
ing. This, though putrid, was esteemed a valuable 
pnze, and was distributed in equal portions, but found 
to be so acrid as to excoriate the hps ; the bones, made 
friable by burning, were also eaten. Augustus and 
Back returned, having traced the shore of me lake fif- 
teen miles, and, despairing of continuing the tour of it, 
thought it best to attempt to cross the river at this 
place. 

They were now reduced to the last degree of starva- 
tion, the men agun extremely despondent; a settled 
gk>om hung over -them : they refiised to collect rock- 
tripe, preferring to fast rather than to make any exer- 
tion. The river was still to be crossed, and the willow- 
raft having fsuled, a canoe was to be made from the 
rafts and covered with canvas, but was not yet finished. 
In short, the extreme degree of starvation was at hand. 
Franklin Uius describes their deplorable condition : 

" I set out with the intention of going to St. Grermain to 
hasten his operations, but though it was only three quarters of 
a mile distant, I spent three hours in a vain attempt to reach 
him, my strength being unequal to the labor of wading throogh 
the deep snow, and I returned ouite exhausted and much 
shaken by the numerous &Us I haa got. My associates were 
all in the same debilitated state ; and poor Hood was reduced 
to a perfect shadow, fix>m the severe bowel com|^aint8 which 
the tripe de roche never &iled to give him. wick was so 
feeble as to require the support of a stick in walking; and 
Dr. Richardson had lameness superadded to weakness. The 
voyagers were somewhat stronger than ourselves, but more 
indisposed to exertion, on account of their despondency. The 
sensation of hunger was no longer felt by any of us, yet we 
were scarcely able to converse upon any other subject than 
the pleasures of eating. We were much indebted to Hep- 
bum at this crisis. The officers were unable, from weakness, 
to gather tripe de roche themselves, and Samandre, who had 
acted as our cook on the journey from the coast, sharing in 
the despair of the rest of the Canadians, refused to make the 
■lightest exertion. Hepburn, on the oontrary^ animated by a 
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tripe were to be obtained. One of them, however 
(Michelf the Iroquois), only arrived; the other three 
were no more heard of; and fortunate indeed would it 
have been if the survivor had perished with the rest. 

Franklin's party was now reduced to ^ve ; the last 
that parted from him was one of the most faithful, and 
for whom he had a sincere regard ; his name was Anto- 
nio Fontano, an Italian, who had served many years in 
De Meuron^s regiment. The poor fellow, on taking 
leave, had entreated Franklin, should he survive, to take 
him to England, to put him in the way of reaching home. 
The ^ve remaining were Franklin, Adam, Peltier, Be- 
noit, and Samandre. The sufferings on the journey met 
with no alleviation till that of the last day, when they 
enjoyed the comfort of a large fire, the first deserving 
that name since leaving the coast; but there was no 
♦* tripe de roche ; ** and we drank tea and ate some of 
our shoes for supper." ** The next morning,** he says, 
*' with our minds agitated between hope and fear, we 
went silently forward, but on reaching the long and ar- 
dently wished-for Fort Enterprise, to our infinite disap- 
pointment and grief, we found it a perfectly desolate hab- 
itation ; no provisions — no Wentzel — not a trace of any 
living animal.*' A note from Back only stated that he 
had arrived two days before, £Lnd was looking for the In- 
dians. This was so unsatisfactory, that Frimklin decid- 
ed coolly and deliberately to go himself in a few days, 
with Benoit and Augustus,* to Fort Providence. In fiie 
mean time, it was absolutely necessary to look out for 
something to subsbt upon, and ** we were gratified,** he 
says, ** to find several deer skins which had been thrown 
away during our former residence ; the bones were gath- 
ered from d^e heap of ashes ; these, with the skins, and 
the addition of tripe de roche^ we considered would sup- 
port us tolerably well for a time.'* In a few days Frank- 
hn set out on his journey, but found himself so weak as 
to have gone only four miles in six hours ; the next morn- 
ing he fell between two rocks, and broke his snow-shoes ; 
finding himself so exhausted, he let his two companions 



to the fort, and Franklin omitted to notice his arrivaL 



Digitized 



by Google 



P&AVUJW Ain> EICSA1]WOH*0 JOCEHIT. MO 

proceed in B a Mch of the IndauM, md i g tiuu a J to his 
mismble home. Hmenh^e todrM tt wm ; two of tfa« 
three left behind were omble to quit their bt<<k, and they 
scarcely c e— e d from abedditix teen the whole day. ** I 
was too week to pomd the booe*, and Peltier (the third) 
screed to do that io addition to hia more fiu^inc taak 
ef gefting wood. We perceired oor fCrpnfth to decitae 
every day, and erery eiertioa began to be irkMNne ; when 
ooce aeated, the createat effort was oeeeaaary in order 
to riae, and we had frequently to hd each other from our 



Eighteen days were paaaed in this miserable cooditioo, 
which had in crrai ed from day to day, with the proapect, 
however, of a speedy termination, for the weather bad 
aet in ao aererely that the tripe de roche was entirely 
fiiosen, the thermometer being from 15^ to 20^ below 
sero. Just then, Fnmklin says, 

** While we were sc«tpd rannd tba fire this eTftitnir, dis- 
eooninff aboat the anticipatpd rpU«*f, the ooaTc*nati<>a was 
soddenlV intemapted br Pelti«^« ezrUinunir, with joy, * Ah f 
le moode !' imsffinisg mat be beani the Indians io tbr ocfarr 
room ; immediately alWwanI Dr. Bicbardson and Hepbom 
entsred, each canyinK his handle. When I mw thrm alone, 
mj own mind wa« instantly filled with apprrbenaoas rpspect- 
ing my friend Hood and our other oompanioos, which were 
immediatel J confirmed by the doctor's meUncboly commo* 
nication that Mr. Hood and Michel were dead. Pmanlt 
and Fontano bad neither reached the tent nor been beaid 
of by them. This intplligenoe prodnoed a melancholy de- 

rdency in the minds of mj party, and on that account 
particolars were deferred until another opportonitj." — 
P. 446. 

The emaciated coontenaneea of the doctor and Hep- 
burn gave evidence of their debilitated state. "The 
doctor particulariy remarked the sepukhrml tones of our 
Toices, which he requested of us to make poore cheer- 
ful, if possible, ancouscious that his own partook of the 
same key." A partridge which Hepburn had shot was 
hekl to the fire, and then divided into six portiona. " I 
and my three companions," says Franklin, " raTenonsly 
devoured our shares, as it was the first morsel of flesh 
aoy of us had tasted for thirty-one days, unless, indeed, 
the small, gristly particles which we found occaskmaOy 
Z 2 
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adhering to the pounded bones may be t^m^ flesh.** 
Piety and resignation under calamity are characterigtics 
of the naval profeasion ; and on the preeent occasion of 
distress we are told, ** the doctor having brought with 
him his Prayer-book and Testament, some prayers and 
psalms, and portions of Scripture i4>propriate to our sit- 
uation, were read, and we retired to bed." Franklm 
says: 

*' Ahter our osoal sopper of sini^ed skin and bone soap. 
Dr. Richardson acanainted me with the afflicting circom- 
Btances attending tne death of Mr. Hood and Mich^, and 
detailed the occurrences subseauent to my departure firom 
them, which I shall give from his owa journal, in his own 
words ; but I most here be permitted to express the heart- 
felt sorrow with which I was overwhelmed at the loss of 
so many companions ; especially of my friend Mr. Hood, to 
whose zealous and able co-operation I had been indebted for 
so much invaluable assistance during the expedition, while 
the excellent qualities of his heart engaged my w armest re- 
gard. Hii scientific observations, together with his m^w and 
drawings (a small part of which omy appear in this woik^, 
evince a variety ot talent, which, haid his life been spareo, 
must have rencfered him a distinguished omameiit to his pro- 
fession, and which will cause his death to be felt as a loss to 
the service."— P. 448. 

The melancholy tale of disasters that had be&Den the 
party Frankhn len behind is most heart-rending, and it 
feelingly given in the narrathre of Dr. Richardson, which 
is thus introduced : 

** Through the extreme kindness and forethought of a lady, 
the party, previous to leaving London, had been furnished 
with a small collection of rebgions books, of which we still 
retained two or three of the most portable, and they proved 
of incalculable benefit to us. We read portions of them to 
each other as we lay in bed, in addition to the morning and 
evening service, and found ^at they inspired us on each pe- 
rusal with so strong a sense of the omnipresence of a benefi- 
cent God, that our sitoation, even in these wilds, appeared no 
longer destitate ; and we conversed, not only with cahnness, 
but with cheerfulness, detailing with unrestrained confidence 
the past events of our lives, and dwelling with hope on our 
frrture prospects. Had my poor friend been spared to revisit 
his naUve umd, I should look back to this period with unal- 
loyed delight."— P. 449. 

The same kind of distress and suffering which afflict 
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" We implicitly believed tJiis Btory then, Imt afterward be- 
came convinced, from circumstances, the detail of which may 
be spared, that it most have been a portion of the body of 
Belanger or Perranlt A question of moment here presents 
itself, namely, whether he actoaUy murdered these men, or 
either of them, or whether he found the bodies in the snow. 
Franklin, who is the best able to judge of the matter, from 
knowing their situation in the snow at parting, was strongly 
of opinion that both Belanger and Perrault had been sacri- 
ficed ; that Michel, having already destroyed Belanger, com- 
pleted his crime by Perrault's death in order to screen him- 
self from detection. With this idea upon our minds, and 
noncTto assist us, Hepburn and myself, in gathering as much 
tripe de roche as sufficed to prolong a miserable existence, 
and poor Hood getting weaker every day, and evidently 
sinking fiut, our situation can better be conceived than ex- 
pressed. 

** At this period we avoided as much as possible convers- 
ing upon the hopelessness of our situation, and generally en- 
deavored to lead the conversation toward our future pros- 
pects in life. The feet is, that, with the decay ot our 
strength, our minds decayed, and we were no longer able to 
bear the contemplation of the horrors that surrounded us. 
Each of us, if I may be allowed to judge from my own case, 
excused himself fr^m so doing by fet desire of not shocking 
the feelings of the others, for we were sensible of one ano^ 
er's weakness of intellect, though blind to our own. Yet we 
were calm and resigned to our fete ; not a murmur escaped 
us, and we were punctual and fervent in our addresses to the 
Supreme Being." — P. 454. 

The whole conduct of this man Michel, by Dr. Rich- 
ardson's account, evinced a diabolical state of -mind. He 
went out alone, refusing to let any one go with him ; re- 
mained out the whole day, refusing to sleep in the tent ; 
returned contradictory and evasive answers to any ques- 
tions put to him ; regretted he had quitted Franklin's 
party, and refused to cut wood ; spoke in a very surly 
manner, and threatened to leave the party. 

On the morning of the 20th Dr. Kichardson says he 
left Mr. Hood sitting by the fire and arguing with Mi- 
chel. " Soon after going out," says Richardson, ** to 
gather some rock-tripe, I heard the report of a gun ; and 
about ten minutes a^rward Hepburn called to me in a 
voice of great alarm to come directly. When I arrived, 
I found poor Hood lymg lifeless at the fireside, a ball hav- 
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*' I determined, however (says Richardson), as I was tbcr- 
oughly CGfnvinced of the necessity of sach a dreadful act, to 
take me whole responsibility upon myself; and immediate- 



ly upon MioheFs coming up, I put an end to his life by shoot- 
ing him through the head with a pistol. Had my own life 
alone been tlureatened, I would not have purchased it by 
such a measure ; but I considered myself as intrusted also 
with the protection of Hepburn, a man who, by his humane 
attention and devotedness, had so endeared himself to me, 
that I felt more anxiety for his safety than fer my own. Mi- 
chel had gathered no tripe de rocket and it was evident to us 
that he had halted fer the purpose of putting his gun in or- 
der, with the intention of attacking us, perhaps, while we 
were in the act of encamping." — ^P. 458. 

The loss of poor Hood was a severe blow, and Rich- 
ardson and Hepburn had the last moomful office to per- 
form over his remains by interring the body in a clump 
of willows, and reading the funeral service in addition to 
the evening prayers. 

** The loss of a young officer of such distinguished and va- 
ried talents and application may be felt and duly appreciated 
by the eminent characters under whose command he had 
served ; but the calmness vdth which he contemplated the 
probable termination of a life of uncommon promise, and the 
patience and fortitude with which he sustamed, I may ven- 
ture to say, unpandleled bodily sufferings, can only be known 
to the conqMmKms of his distresses. Bickerstetk*s Script u re 
Help was lyin^ open beside the body, as if it had feUen from 
his hand, and it is probable that he was reading it at the in- 
stant of his death."— P. 456, 457. 

Dr. Kichardson says that in the preceding part of the 
narrative he has dwelt upon many circumstances of 
MicheFs conduct, ** not for the purpose of aggravatine 
his crime, but to put the reader in possession of tlii 
reasons that influenced me in deprivmg a fellow-crea-. 
tureoflife." 

Six days had the two remaining desolate and unhappy 
travelers to drag themselves through deep snow, wiUi- 
out food, and almost without any fire, existing on li- 
chens and scrapings of the skin cloak of poor Mr. Hood. 
On the fifth day Dr. Richardson foil down among laiqge 
stones under die snow more than twenty times, and 
says, at length he became so exhausted as to be unable 
to stand. ** If Hepburn had not exerted himself beyond 
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sabsided, we generally enjoyed the comfort of a few hours* 
sleep. The dreams which for the most part, but not always, 
accompanied them, were usually Tthou^ not invariably) of 
a pleasant character, being very often about the enjoyments 
ot feasting. In the daytime we fell into the practice of con- 
versing on common and light subjects, although we some- 
times discussed with seriousness and earnestness topics con- 
nected with religion. We generally avoided speaking di- 
rectly of our present sufferings, or even of the prospect of re- 
lijef. I observed that, in proportion as our strength decayed, 
our minds exhibited symptoms of weakness, evinced by a 
kind of unreasonable petti shness with each other. Each of 
us thought the other weaker in intellect than himself, and 
more in need of advice and assistance. So trifling a circum- 
stance as a change of place, recommended by one as being 
warmer and more comfortable, and refiised by the other from 
Ji dread of motion, frequently cadled forth fretful expressions, 
which were no sooner uttered than atoned for, to be repeat- 
ed, perhaps, in the course of a few minutes. The same ming 
often occurred when we endeavored to assist each other in 
carrying wood to the fire ; none of us were willing to receive 
assistance, although the task wras disproportioned to our 
strength. On one of these occasions, Hepjbum was so con- 
vinced of this waywardness, that he exclaimed, * Dear me ! 
if we are spared to return to England, I wonder if we shall 
recover our understandings !' "—P. 465, 466. 

* The supplies sent by Back set all to rights, but not 
without the greatest caution against Fepletion. On the 
12th, a note from Back, informing them of his intention 
to proceed to Fort Providence, prepared them all, with- 
out delay, to hasten thither ; but Dr. Kichardson could 
get no farther than about three miles, he being by much 
Sie weakest of the party. Franklin says (to the honor 
of the Indians), it was they "who prepared our en- 
campment, cooked for us, and fed us as if we had been 
children, evincing humanity that would have done honor 
to the most civilized people." 

Mr. Back's narrative is but a continuation of the same 
kind of sufferings by famine and cold which pursued his 
footsteps. For days he and his party had nothing to 
eat; even tripe de roche was rarely obtained; many 
days were passed in sorrow and in suffering ere he had 
the good fortune to fall in with an* Indian encampment. 
In the course of his search one of his companions was 
found dead ; " I found him," reported St. Germain, 
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•*iCretcfaM] npoQ ha hmtk oo • «od*buik, froMo to 
dwfh, ha ioM al exu^MM aad twrUrd e iM n miwa ly, 
and M hard as Ui« ice that was near him.** ** We had 
tfaa happMM.** MjTB FraokJin, ^ cif )o«mof oar hwoA 
Mr. Back at Hotm i -derr I«laiML Our feHioxs oa Iha 
occaiinw can well be imaitiDed ; and we were deeply 
imiHitnl with fratitiide to him for ha esertiofa m 
•eodiof the topply of food to Fort Koterprwe* to which, 
uider Dmne Prondence, we fek the pretervatioa of 
our hrea to be awinf^. He xare la an alfectiiMe detail of 
the p ffo c eediBjOi of hii party smre oar •rfiarmtion.** 

It rematia only to ttmt^^ that the whole party who 
had rarrired the loof endnrement of pnvatjoa and fa- 
tifoe arrired in lafety at Fort Chipewyao. Hera they 
arranged all their arroonta to the Mtttfartioo of thoae 
who had been under thetr employ, Indiana as wefl aa 
Canadians, and here Captain Franklin coododes ha 
painf aDy intereatini; narratire : 

" We were brre fiinujfa«*d with a caooe bjr Mr. Smith, and 
a bowman to act •• oor fruidr ; mud baring \rtl Kurt Chipr wyan 
on the 5th of Jane, we vriT«d on the 4 th of July at Norway 
Hoote. Findinir at tfat« pUre that caoor* wrre aboat to fto 
down to Montre^, I diwnarfrrd all oar Canadian Toya^rera, 
and nent them by these v«*MeU, iamaiuag them with oed<*r» 
on the agent of the Hodaon't Bay Company far the amount 
of their wage*. We carried Aajnwtu« down to York Fac- 
tory, where we arrived on the i4th of Jaly, and were re- 
ceived with every mark of attentifm and kiodneM by Mr. 
8irapaun,the governor, Mr. M'Tavi*h, andpindred.by all the 
o6Scer» of the united oompaniea. And thiu terminated oor 
long, fiitiguing, and di«utroa« traveU in North America, hav- 
ing joomeyed by water and by land (including oar naviga- 
tion of the Polar Sea) five thooand five bondred and fifty 
milet."— P. 493, 494. 

It is impossible to rise from the perusal, even of this 
abridged narrative, without feeling the deepest contri- 
tion, mingled with admiration, of such dignified conduct. 
It contains but a small portion of the transactions and 
adventures of these few brave spirits, who have so emi- 
nently distin^ished themselves by a determined perse- 
verance under difficulties of no ordinary kind ; by their 
magnanimity in bearing up under sulfenng and distress 
in every aggravated shape — extreme coW, fatigue, hun- 
A A 



Digitized 



by Google 



278 ARCTIC VOYAGSS. 

ger in its most appalling character, want of fuel, want 
of clothing, want of covering from the inclemency of 
the weather, dragging their wearied bodies for a pro- 
tracted period over a barren country buried in deep 
snow, and bearing all their miseries without a murmur, 
and, above all, with a devout resignation to the Divine 
will, and a confident hope, in the very last extremity, 
of the goodness and mercy of their heavenly Father, 
which, in His own good time, they were fuQy confident 
would be extended to them. 

Such conduct, under such sufferings, supported by 
such feelings, must ever cause the names and memoiy 
of Sir John Franklin, Sir George Back, Mr. Hood, and 
Dr. Richardson to be hekl in high regard and estimation, 
in which we may be well assured every one connected 
with the naval service will cordially participate : nor will 
the unshaken fidelity and philanthropy of John Hepburn 
be less entitled to admiration and gratitude.* 

, * It was gratifying to find that these brave men were n6t forgotten at 
l^adquarters in their absence, Franklin being raised to the rank of 
<»pta]n, and Mr. Back and Mr. Hood each to that of lieutenant, and hon- 
est John Hepburn placed in a comfortable situation in one of tSe dock- 
jrards. 
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CHAPTER XL 
FliXILII 1X1 IICIIIIIII. 

1825, 1926, 1M27. 



Jfarrmiirt of m Seetmd Rxpediiion to tk^ Rkorf 9ftk» FoUt 
Sea, By Job* Frasklis, Cape R. N., C ouu p Mni pr ol tb« 
ExpedhiaB. 

Thc mental uid ph^sieal cootututioo of a thoroogb- 
bred Engiiab seamao m rarely found to give way to, or 
ancciimb under, misfortunes. lie may suffer repeated 
ahipwrecks, may be wounded in fight with the enemj, 
captured and thrown into prison, ail or any of which wiA 
not deter him from, but rather increase hit anxiety for« 
following up his profession, under the hope of more &- 
Yorable auspices. Thus, in the true spirit of a seaman, 
Captain Franklin, in spite of the almost unheard-of suf- 
fenngs he endured fer a long time, both mental and phys- 
ical, brought GO by extreme ooki, debility, and famine* 
even to death*8 door — with the fuB recoDectioo of afl 
these, could not resist the temptation of oflering a plan* 
and also himself for the execution of it, to the govern- 
ment, of a second expedition of the same kind, for the 
same purpose, and over the same country, as the one 
from which he had just returned, and on which the ex- 
Cent of his sufferings had all but put an end to hia axiat- 
ence. 

" I was wen aware,** aayi this aoUe-minded nIj. t. -^ fjif 
the sympathy excited in tlie Britkb pablic by th^ fiillWti^ 
of those engaged in the fonaer ovenand exp«d»tlite to tna 
month of the Copper BCine River, and of the uamspa "f^ 
nance of bis majesty's government to eipose o«b«f« la mwm 
hie; bat I was enabled to Aaw ■itiJactrri^ that to 1^ 
proposed eovm similar dangers were aot to be apfif«hsnied^ 
whde the objecta to be sttsiand were at onoe itafwctoot to Ibv 
naval character, scientific repatation, and camtvieTcial labor* 
esU of Great Britain; and 1 received direeiii/u* frma ^m 
Right Honorable Earl Bathorst to make the ufi <i***ry Jin*p* 
aratioiu for the equipment of the expedition, tu \hr ctummsA 
of which I had the honor to be nommated.*'^/'^'^^-^ ^f t» 



Digitized by' 



960 ARCTIC VOYAGES. 

Many naval officers of distinguished talents anxionsly 
offered their services, but his companions in misfortune. 
Lieutenant Back and X>r. Richardsony being among the 
foremost to volunteer, were the first to be considered ; 
the former already distinguished for his zeal and ener- 
gy in all the contingencies of an exploring voyage, and 
the latter as surgeon and naturalist, it may be said of the 
first distinction, as he had provod himself to be, and, 
moreover, a gentleman of the most benevolent and hu- 
mane disposition. The valuable services of these two 
officers on the former expedition can never be overlook- 
ed. To their energy of character and promptitude of 
action may undoubtedly, as Franklin records, be ascribed 
the safety of himself and the remaining party. Rich- 
ardson, not to forsake his former companion and fellow- 
suflferer, left a comfortable situation at home with a wife 
and family, so eager was he to complete the geography 
and the natural history of the American coast which bor- 
ders the Polar Sea on its southern side. Lieutenant 
Bushnan^ who had served w^th Ross and Parry in their 
Arctic voyages, and had distinguished himself as a 
draughtsman and surveyor, was selected as one of the 
expedition ; but the premature death of this excellent 
young officer, distinguished by his skill in nautical as- 
tronomy, surveying, and drawing, was deeply lamented 
by Franklin ; and Mr, E, N, Kendall^ Admiralty mate, 
and recently assistant surveyor with Captain Lyon, was 
also appointed to the same situation in the present expe- 
dition ; lastly, Mr. Thomas Drummond, of Forfar, was 
appointed assistant naturalist on the recommendaion of 
Professor Hooker and other eminent scientific men. 

In acceding to Captain Franklin's proposal, the gov- 
ernment was not unmindful of having sent out Ce4>tain 
Parry on his third expedition in the preceding year, and 
that be might require information and assistance in the 
event of his proceeding along the American coast of the 
Polar Sea ; that portion of it interjacent between Mac- 
kenzie River and Icy Cape being wholly unknown, as 
was also that between Mackenzie and Heame*s Rivers. 
The main object of the present expedition was therefore 
to explore these two portions of that coast, and was so 
explained in the official instructions. 
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sembfed on die banks oL tibe Great Beer Lake River, 
which flows oat oi that kke on the western side into 
the Mackeasie Birer, down win^ they were to de- 
scend to the sea. On their arrhral at its mouth, the ez- 
plcnrers were to divide theauehres, agreeably with thebr 
official instmetiaBs, into two parties; tiie one, under 
Ca|9tain FraaUbi, to proceed westertj, along the nordi- 
em coast of Ameiiea as far as Icy Cape, or to the en- 
trance of Behring's Strait, where he was told he might 
expect to find H» M. ship Bbissom, under the orders of 
Captain Beechey. The other party, under Dr. Kich- 
ar^on, was to depart at the same time from the mouth 
of the same river, and proceeding eastoriy along the 
same coast, contume till he readhed the mouth <? the 
Copper Mine Biver. Previous, however, to the com- 
mencement ci these ezpecbtions along the coast, Frank- 
lin BMde the following afraBgefloeBts : first, that he should 
takimr Mr. Ke»~ ~ 



go down to the sea, taking Mr. Kendall with him to col- 
lect information respecting the general stato of the ice 
in antonm and sumnser ; the direction of tbe coasU wd 
whethmr they migjht calculate oq a supply of pro^iooa* 
S^emuUyy that Dr. BJchunUiiD should, m his absence, 
proceed in a boat to diat part of Bear Lake whirh i^ 
proai^ed nearest to the Copper MLae Elyer, anri there 
&x a spat to which he xmi^lit return the f^oUowmg year 
from tiie mouth of that river. And Uiirdlif, that iJieu* 
tenant Back, with die s«$istance of Mr. Deesef c)iJef 
trader <^ die Hudson^s Btij Ct^mpisny, ahould provide a 
eontfortable residence aod s^bsisteoce en the shore o£ 
Bear Lake for their winter quantum, and aha to arrange 
the distribution of the InOiau huntras^ 

These naattors being ^^eEtled, Franklin and Kendal 
embarked on the 8th of Au^st in the larj^e^t bcaf, the 
Lion, with a weH-select<?d crew of sLx Tnt-iwUr 
Augustus, the Esquimaux interpreter. 
had the charge of three caDi:>e$, each ^m 
men. The crews (^ thesis ^ im^gininj^f" 
pass the Enf^sh boat, were not a fifl 
mortified, on putting it to the prooft to i 
ing and maintaining the lead, both nitdi( 
oars. This river has be on so well d« 
kenzie, that a very few ob^^rvatrnm. 
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cfaannels. This was tiie sixth day after their departure ; 
and here they passed the last of the fir-trees, in latitude 
68^ 40% these being succeeded by stunted wiDows, which 
became more dwarfish as they apfnoached the sea. Af- 
ter the dissipation of a thick fog, the expanse of water 
to the northward was so great, that Franklin was inclined 
to think they had reached the sea ; and in this he was 
almost confirmed on reaching the shore of EDice Island, 
where they ** were rejoiced at the sea-like a^qiearance 
to the nortih¥rard.** ** This point was observed to be in 
lat. 69^ 14', k>ng. 135^ 57', and forms the northeastern 
entrance of the main channel of the Macken^e Rirer, 
which from Slave Lake to this point is one thousand and 
forty-fire miles, according to our survey." On reaching 
Whale Island, he was satisfied that, like Mackenzie, he 
had reached the sea ; but, on tasting the water, found it 
to be perfectly fresh; still he was persuaded he had 
reached the sea, and observing an island to. the north- 
ward looking blue by its distance, the boat was directed 
toward it. About midway they were caught by a 
strong contrary wind, against which the crew contend- 
ed for five hours, the waves breaking mto the boat ; the 
sails were set, which, witii a change in tiie wind, ena- 
bled them in the course of another hour to fetch into 
smoother water, under the lee of the island. **We 
then pulled across a line of strong ripple which marked 
the termination of the fresh water, that on the seaward 
side being brackish, and in the fruther progtess of three 
miles to 3ie island we had the indescribable {Measure of 
finding the water decidedly salt." This is perhaps no- 
ticed in allusion to Mackenzie having been blamed for 
not ascertaining that the virater was salt by tasting it. 
Franklin says, that with his little fr^il craft he could not 
have ventured beyond Whale Island, or three miles, to 
prove its saltness ; but the boundless horizon, the tide, 
and the sight of porpoises and whales, were enough to 
induce him to say that he had arrived at the ocean. 
Franklin says they had often occasion to admire the 
general correctness of Mackenzie's survey. '* In justice 
to his memory, I hope the custom of calling this the 
Great River, which is in general use among the traders, 
wUl be discontinued, and that the name of its eminent 
discoverer may be universally adopted." 
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hension that was realized on the second visit to tlie spot), 
it was expedient, however painfoHy distressing, to join 
in the general excitement, and not to suffer it to flag by 
any appearance of sorrow or despondency. In doing so, 
he says : 

** Some spirits, which had been sayed for the occasion, were 
iflsued to the men ; and with three fervent cheers they drank 
to the heiUbth of our beloved monarch, and to the continued 
Bnocen of our enterprise. Mr. Kendall and I had also re- 
served a Uttle of our brandy, in order to celebrate this inter- 
esting event ; but Baptiste, in his delight of beholdm^ the 
sea, had set before us some salt water, which having oeen 
mixed with the brandy before the mistake was discovered, 
we were reluctantiy obliged to forego the intended draught, 
and to use it in the more classical rorm of a libation poined 
on the ground." — ^P. 36, 37. 

Captain Franklin was now desirous of proceeding 
westward, to make some farther examination in aid of 
the future operations of the expe<htion, and of reaching, 
if possible, the foot of the Rocky Mountains ; but a ffSo 
of wind, violent squalls, and a threatening ^pearance, 
induced him to give up the attempt and to regain the 
river, in order to make the best of their way back to the 
fort, which they reached on the 5th of September, where 
Dr. Richardson and all the other members oi the expe- 
dition were assembled. The buildings for their winter 
Suarters were in a state of great forwardness. The 
welHng of the officers measured 44 feet by 24, and con- 
tained a hall and four apartments, besides a kitchen ; that 
of the men was 36 by 23 feet, and divided into three 
rooms. To this comfortable residence for ei^t or nine 
months, '* the officers," says Franklin, *' had done me 
the honor, previous to my arrival, of giving the name of 
Franklin^ which I felt a grateful pleasure m retaining at 
their desire, though I had intended to name it Fort Re- 
liance." 

To pass the winter in a much higher degree of lati- 
tude, as Pany did on board ship, was thou^t nothing of; 
it required only employment for officers and men, in or- 
der to shorten the time of confinement. Franklin was 
wen aware of, and seems to hove taken a lesson from, 
the regulations of Parry. The CUnadians and the In- 
dians had plenty of empkiyment fos the first four or five 
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they had hitherto derived subsistence failed them. The 
thermometer fell to — 49° on the 1st of January, being 
the lowest point to which it descended ; but this severe 
weather was of short duration, for on the 3d a snow- 
storm carried it up to — ^9° : the highest from the Ist to 
the 10th was 8° 8', and the mean — 29° 7'. All the an- 
imals had migrated to the southward except the wolf and 
the fox. All the dried meat was expended, and no fresh 
flesh could be procured ; the fish caught did not allow 
more than three or four small herrings to each man, 
which, being out of season, afforded little nourishment, 
and caused indisposition. They were therefore obliged 
to have recourse to their provision of penunican, arrow- 
root, and portable soup, which had been set apart for the 
voyages along the sea-coast. 

By the middle of April a large supply of meat was 
brought up from the stores of the Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany, which put them quite at ease respecting food until 
the season for their departure ; besides, the ftniirn^la were 
beginning to pour in from the southward. Of these and 
other ** phenomena connected with the progress of the 
seasons kept at Fort Franklin,"* Dr. Richardson records, 
that on the 11th of September the musquetoes ceased 
to be troublesome ; on Ate 2d of October, swans in flight 
to the southward ; on the 5th the last swans were seen. 
On the shortest day the sun was above the horizon 2h. 
38m. 10th of April, a house-fly seen in the open air. 
On the 6th of May die first swans were seen ; on the 
7th the geese appeared ; on the 8th the ducks ; on the 
9th the gulls ; on the 11th the first rain fell ; on the 17th 
various singing birds made their appearance ; on the 27th 
the first laughing-geese were seen ; and on the 31st the 
goatsuckers brought up the rear : and many others, as 
well as various plants, are registered. 

In the course of the monm of May the preparations 
were nearly complete, and an additional new boat finish- 
ed, after the model of the Lion, named the Reliance. 
In June the boats were all afloat and manned. Fourteen 
men, including Augustus and two Canadian voyagers, 
were to accompany Franklin and Back in the Lion and 
Reliance ; and ten, including Ooligbuck (another Esqui- 
* Appendix, p. 74, table 75. 
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axpadjaot ta am tha »aA. tmi % coa^ dacpcr. aad aa^ 
monitioo waio iw a ad ta aadi ft^rwrn. ij% dM X thay 
reached tha broad part of Mm rrvor, whara dhdbraat 
channaii brmaeh a€: aad haro cha vfaralMa «f the par- 
tiaa waa to take place. TKa W M i#r a briarh vat tlM 
roote to be poraoad bj tha boau «if Fi 
the aaalara brawh bj thoaa af lUdwia^; 
to proceed aloag tha aanhara eaart w ia i i.it^ a» iv aa 
Icj Cape, where it was evpa<ted to U m w«h the Blaa* 
•QiD ; the latter to aaamaM the emm-hmm Junaaaa the 
mooth of the Ma chfairi e aad that af tlw C oppar Mam 
Rnrer, and hanag reached the tatter, ha wai dvartad ta 
proceed bj kod to tha nartlM^n ana of tha irnax Bear 
Lake, where a boat woaid oMat aad ntm^ faiai to Fort 
Franklin. The Lioa, aader the fin aui aa d of Captaia 
Franklin, had a crrar of fix men, with Aa ^ ae tu a the ia- 
torpreter. The Reiiaace, oader the arden ti Lieoten- 
ant Back, waa miaaftd with aevaa raea, t enaiif ing of 
fiMor aeamen, a mariae, and two Ci 



Franklin's Voyage to the Westward, 

To foOow Franklin irrt, oo his rojaise to the weat- 
ward, after paaeing throo|^ lereral efaallow channeb be- 
tween ifllandi and the main, trending we*t<tfr. On tl» 
7th of July the party reached the month **f fho rtrer, 
and Franklin, walking toward the shore, iri«co*«f«d on 
an iaiand a crowd of tents, with many EsquinuuiJi aOiillr 
ing ap»n"g tfy^m. He therefore baatened back Io the 
19 B a 



Digitized by 




290 ABCTIO VOYAGES. 

boat to prepare for a commmiication with them, and to 
select certain articles for presents and trade. He gare 
orders, io case these people shonld show intentions of 
hostility, to forbid firing tifl he should set the example, 
or till ordered to do so by Lieutenant Back. 

The boats steered toward the tents under easy sail, 
with the ensigns flying ; unfortunat^y, they grounded 
when about a mile from the beach. Signs were made 
to die Esquimaux to come off. Three canoes instantly 
put off, but before they could reach the boats, others 
were lanched in such quick succession, that the whole 
apace between the island and the boats was covered 
with them. '* We endeavored,*' says Franklin, '^ to count 
their numbers as they approached, and had proceeded 
as far as seventy-three canoes and ^ve oomiaks, when 
the sea became so crowded by fresh arrivals that we 
could advance no farther in our reckoning." It was sup- 
posed, however, that the number of persons had soon in- 
creased to about three hundred, all pressing forward to 
trade, and becoming more and more importunate and 
troublesome. The headmost canoes were paddled bj 
elderly men, who most probably had been selected to 
open the communication. They invited Augustus to 
approach with the present held out to them. Augustus 
then explained to them the purport of our visit, and told 
them that if we found a navigable channel for large 
ships, we should come and open a highly beneficial trade 
wilii them : with this they were delighted, tossed up 
their hands aloft, ** raising the most deafening shout (^ 
ap^ause I ever heard." 

Thus far all went on well ; but an accident happened 
while the crowd was pressing round the boats, which 
was productive of unforeseen and very annoying oouse- 
quences : 

" A kaiyack bein^ overset by one of the Lion's oars, its 
owner was plonked into the water with his head in the mud, 
and apparently m danger of being drowned. We instantly 
extricated him from his unpleasant situation, and took him 
into the boat until the water could be thrown out of his 
kaiyack; and Augustus, seeing him shivering with cold, 
wrapped him up in his own great-coat. At first he was ex- 
ceedingly angiy, but soon be<»me reconciled to his sitoation ; 
and, looking about, discovered that we had many bales and 
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to Kft BT r-A. or tb^ >iri4Hi <U«/fr 
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doae to bar ft few aw nw l a alurwwd. Th^ tbr<w m^n «),#» 
bdd me now l e a pe d aabore, aaid thoM wHa HmI rmfMm4»4 .n 
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fitde diataaee. AaoaaenMH party ibmiivmw.fiif r^t^-f «..• • 
and a tiiyyiu f thiaiiliia to ibn wawrt, ran tr» ft»«* H# ^- « < 
and, hacTvif ftrac banlnl b«T aa br np aa tlw«Y "''•wi ^ #..ff 
a regular piQage, haiwtm^ dM ardrUa to r>i^ a »fH« ■ « ' , 
raiMed in ft row babiad, fwiekWoevNPrAd ibaai '>Qi -il «/.rf 
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In short, after a fimcms contest, when knires were 
brandished in a most threatening manner, several of the 
men*8 clothes cut through, and the buttons of others torn 
from their coats, Lieutenant Back ordered his peo{de to 
seize and level their muskets, but not to fire till the 
word was given. This had the desired effect, the whcde 
crowd takmg to their heeb and hiding themselves be- 
hind the drift-timber on the beach. Captain Franklin 
still thought it best to temporize so long as the boats 
were lying aground ; for, armed as the Esquimaux were 
with long knives, bows, arrows, and spears, fire-arms 
could not have been used with advantage against so nu- 
merous a host. Franklin, indeed, states his conviction, 
«« considering the state of excitement to which they had 
worked themselves, that the first bk>od which his party 
might unfortunately have shed woukl instantly have 
been revenged by the sacrifice of all their lives." 

As soon as the boats were afloat and making to a se- 
cure anchorage, seven or eight of the natives walked 
along the beach, entered into conversation with Augus- 
tus, and invited him to a conference on shore. ** I was 
unwilling to let him go,'' says Franklin, '* but the brave 
little fellow entreatcNd so earnestly that I would suffer 
him to land and reprove the Esquimaux for their con- 
duct, that I at lengdi consented." On his return, being 
desired to tell what he had said to them, *' he had told 
them," he said, 

" Your conduct has been very bad, and unlike that of all 
other Esquimaux. Some of you even stole from me, your 
countryman ; but that I do not mind ; I only regret that yon 
should have treated in this violent manner the white people, 
who came solely to do you kindness. My tribe were in 
the same unhappy state in which you now are before ^be 
white people came to Churchill, but at present they are sup- 
plied with every thing they need, and you see that I am w^ 
clothed ; I get all that I want, and am very comfortable. 
You can not expect, after the transactions of'^this day, that 
these people wul ever bring goods to your countiy again, 
unless you show your contrition by restoring the stolen 
goods. The white people love the Esquimaux, and wish to 
show them the same kindness that they bestow upon the 
Indians. Do not deceive yourselves, and suppose tney are 
afimd of you ; I tell you they are not ; and that it is entirely 
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owing to their bmnanitr ibat maiiT of ytn were not kilM 
to-day ; for they have all pom, with which diey can dectroy 
yoa either when near or at a distance. I alao have a f^wn^ 
and can assore yoa that, if a white man had fallen, I would 
have been the £nt to faaTe rerenged his death.** — ^P. 108, 109. 

The language, of coone, is diat of FnnkUnv who, 
however, gives it as the porport of Augustuses speech* 
and adds, ** his veracity is beyond all question with tho 
party.** ** We could peiceive,**8ays Franklin, " by the 
shouts of applause with which they filled the pauses in 
his language, that they assented to his arguments ; and 
he told us they had expressed great sorrow for having 
givep so much cause of oifense.'* He said, moreover, 
Siat they pleaded igninrance, having never before soc^n 
white men; that they had seen so many fine things 
entirely new to them, that they could not resist the 
temptation of stealing ; they promised never to do the 
like again, and gave a proof of their sincerity by restoring 
the articles that had been stolen ; and thus, in an amica- 
ble manner, v^ras the affray concluded. 

These people, in possession of the country bordering 
on the coast between the Mackenzie River and tlio 
Rocky Mountains, appear to have assumed a more wnr- 
like character, from irequent collisions with their nftitflt- 
bors the Dog-rib Indians, than their countrymen Kfthnr* 
ally possess. It was also observed, that the IHrth0i' tttn 
party advanced to the westward, the mcn'n th««y (iittitit 
the Esquimaux features taking the resemblam^it ill' tluMM 
of the Tartar race, distinguished by high ch««nk Immmihi 
and small, obtiquely elongitted eyes, not unllkn tliniiit nl 
the Chinese. 

" Every man had pieces of bone or nhnllM ihmni ItthiMMlt 
the septum of his nose ; and holes vrmrm p\tirt*t*i\ ti»i MMi^ti nIiIm 
of the under Up, in which were pUuitui nUt'tihr )iiMi'f« nf 
ivory, with alarse bine bead in tho C/ffnt^ir, hIimIIhI' Ih Mimmm 
represented in Uie drawings of t^ie tmiUttn oti (Iim N W 
coast of America, in Kotzebue's Vc/yu^n. 1'Iimiim mm(H»h»«hN 
were so much valued, tliat tliey d«?(:lim«il n»>\Unji^ |Im«»M| mim| 
when not rich enough to pnicuro bfU^U nf Ivui y, nlMitHrt Mini 
pieces of bone were snbNtitat<'d, TU**m* )M<>fiiM(lliiMH ihh 
made at the age of puberty) titui om* iit (ItM \m\\. s\\\\\ 
appeared to be about dmrtmm ymrn ttUi, whs )tMlM)t<»l iiitl' 
with deh^t by his parents tut hn^ittn Ui IIMflH^H IIih i(|if) 
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mtioo in ike Ibllowiiig year. He was a good4ooldiig boy, 
and we ooold not fiuiqr ni* countenance would be mudi im* 

Soved by the inaertian of the bones or stones, which hare 
e effect of depressmg the nnder hp, and keeping the month 
open."— P. 118. 

The dress of the women differed from tiiat of the 
men only m tfaeir wearing wide trowsers, and large 
hoods over their heads ; some of the yoonger females 
had pleasing countenances. 

" Their own black hair is very tastefblly turned im from 
behind to the top of the head, uid tied by strinjgs of white 
and bine beads, or coids of white deer skin. It is divided in 
frtmt, so as to form on each side a tluck tail, to which are mp- 
pendedstringsofbeads that reach to the waisL Thewcxnen 
werefromfoor andahalf tofoor and three qnartersfeethisfa, 
and generally fat. Some of the younger females, and me 
children, were pretty. The lady whose portrait adorns this 
work was mishtily pleased at Ming selected by Lieutenant 
Back for his wetch, and testified her joy by smiles and many 
jumps. The men, when sitting for their portraits, were more 
sedate, though not less pleased, than the females ; some of 
ihem remarked that tibey were not handsome enoogh to be 
taken to our country." — P. 119. 

Having taken an amicaUe leave of these people, oo 
the 13th of Jnly they put to sea, and soon discovered a 
projecting point of huid, to which ¥nis joined a compact 
body of ice. A dense fo^ set in, with a strong gale and 
heavy rain. With considerable danger to die boats, 
after &we hours' pulling between masses of ice, they 
succeeded in getting round Cape Sabine, and landed a 
httle to the west of it. Here they observed much wood- 
coal on the bank. On the 15th they proceeded, having 
noticed the ice loosened frt>m the land, and advanced to 
a river which they named Babbage, the width near its 
mouth being about two miles. Here it was observed 
that the Rocky Mountains run in detached ranges, at 
unequal distances frt>m the coast. Their latitude was 
69° 19', tongitude 138° 104'. 

On the 17th, finding a channel of water between an 
island they named Herschel and the main, they entered 
it, and this strait is reported to be ** the only place that 
we had seen since quitting the Mackenzie River in 
which a ship could find shelter.** Its latitude was 69*' 
33}% b>ngitude 139° 3' W. The ice and the shallow- 
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ness of the water bejond It ieawird aomewlMt checked 
their progress, and gave time for Franklin to visit Mount 
Conybeare, one of the rockj ruget he had so nam«»d« 
from whence he had an eztensire view of the ■uccewiion 
of ranges, to all which he aaa^ns names, thai probably 
are not doomed to go beyond the page that cootaina 
them, and certainty not to poateri^« On the 2dd a 
narrow opening in the ice alkrwed tliem to proc<*ed as 
far as a small stream, which they named Hit PuJteney 
Malcolm, and which had given them an advance of ten 
miles. Bowlders of greenstone, sandstone, and ]ime« 
stone were found near the mouth of this river, deeply 
seated in the gravel of the beach. 

On the 27th of July they came to the motith of a wida 
river, which, proceeding from the "British range of 
mountains,'* *'and being,^ says Frsnklin, "the most 
westerly river in the British dominioos on this roast, and 
near the line of demarcadoa between Great Britain and 
Russia, I named it the Clarence, in honor of his royal 
highness the lord-hif^-adminl.'* From hence fogs and 
long-continued gales, rain, and heavy pieces of drift-io« 
continued to interrupt their progress tiU the 4th of A u- 
gust, when they fell in w^ a party of trading and 
peaceable Esquimaux, from whom they learned that the 
coast before them was simOar to that along which they 
had been traveling. They were now in lat. 70<' 6% 
long. 143° 55'. For some time past they bad pulled 
the boats outnde, or to seaward of the continued reef 
of rocks and gravel, about two miles, and a little farther 
on found the water very shaflow and perfecthr fresh. 
To another ha^e river they gave the name of Canning, 
opposite to wluch, at three miles from the shore, the 
water was stiB fresh. This river was of course running 
through the RussisQ dominions. 

The fartiier they advanced westerly the more dense 
the fogs became ; not a day elapsed in which they did 
not occur ; the temperature descended to 35°, and the 
eales of wind became more constant ; at night the water 
Roze ; and the middle of August having arrived, the win* 
ter mig^t here be said to have set in ; the more earty, 
probaUy , from the vicinity of the Rocky Mountains, and 
^ extensive swampy pUna between them and Uie mtu 
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The men had suffered much from the hard labor of pull- 
iog and dragging the heavy boats, and from cold as wdi 
as fatigue, it will readily be believed, from the charac- 
ter of the man, that it was with no ordinary degree of 
pain that Franklin could bring himself even to mink of 
relinquishing the great object of his ambition, or of dis- 
appointing me flattering confidence that had been repos- 
ed on his exertions. ** But,*' he says, ** I had higher 
duties to perform than the gratification of my own feel- 
ings ; and the mature consideration of all the above mat- 
ters forced me to the conclusion that we had reached 
that point beyond which perseverance would be rash- 
ness, and our best efforts must be fruitless.*' He there- 
fore, with fun approbation of his companions, set out, on 
the 18th of August, on his return to the Mackenzie, 
from the extreme point gained, named by him the Return 
Reef, in lat. 70° 24' N., long. 149° 37' W. 

About this time, as it afterward appeared, the Bk»- 
Bom's boat, sent by Beechey from Behring's Strut, ar- 
rived on the coast, on which Franklin observes : 

" Could I have known, or by possibility imagined, that a 
party from the Blossom had been at the distance of only 160 
miles from me, no diflSculties, dangers, or discomnging circmn- 
stances should have prevailed on me to return ; but taking 
into accomit the uncertainty of all voyages in a sea obrtroct- 
ed by ice, I had no right to expect tliat the Blossom had ad- 
vanced beyond Kotzebue Inlet, or that any party fixmi her had 
doubled the Icy Cape."— P. 165. 

Captain Franklin states the distance traced westerly 
from the mouth of the Mackenzie River to have been 
374 miles, along one of the most dreary, miserable, and 
uninteresting portions of sea-coast that can perhaps be 
found iu any part of the workl ; and in all that space, 
not a harbor exists in which a ship could find shelter. 

The return voyage was equally harassing to the one 

n'; completed. Near Herschel Island, however, they 
a narrow escape from the efifects of a violent storm 
on the ocean : 

" As the afternoon wore away, gloomy clouds gathered in 
the northwest; and at six a violent s(]pa]l came from that 
quarter, attended with snow and sleet. The gale increased 
with rapidity : in less than ten minutes the sea was white 
with foam, and such waves were raised as I had never before 
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Dr. Richardson's Voyage to the Eastward. 

The narrative of Dr. Richardson is briefly and hicidlj 
told. According to his instructions, he had to trace the 
coast between the Mackenzie and Copper Mine Riyers, 
and to return from the latter overland to Fort Franklin. 
His party consisted of himself, the interpreter Ooligbnck, 
and four men, in the Dolphin ; and Mr. Kendall in the 
Union. On leaving Point Separation, in one of the 
branches of the Mackenzie, on the 4th of July, he made 
for Middle Channel, out of which he entered a branch 
flowing to the eastward, the land being low and marshy, 
and the summits of the banks loaded with drift-timber. 
These flats were enlivened by the busy fli^t and 
cheerful twittering of the sand-martins, which had 
scooped out thousands of nests in the banks ; ^* we wit- 
nessed with pleasure their activity in thinning the ranks 
of our most tormenting foes, the musquetoes.*' At for- 
ty-two miles the party came to the conunencement of 
Reindeer Hills on the main-land, clothed with trees to 
then- tops. 

On the 5th, having made above forty miles, they en- 
camped ; and here a spruce-tree was seen of the unu- 
sual circumference of seven feet at four feet from the 
ground. On the following day, in lat. 69^, the Eastern 
Channel made a turn round ite point of the Reindeer 
Hills, which here terminated ; and here also was a small 
island, possessing, according to Mackenzie, a ** sacred 
character.*' being still a bunal-place of the Esquimaux: 
it was called by Richardson the ** Sacred Island.'* Here 
also the channel terminated, by several islands dividing 
it into as many branches. On some of them, and on va- 
rious parts of the coast, the bituminous shale was no- 
ticed to be on fire ; and in some parts of the diflis ap- 
peared as if they had fallen down, owing to the con- 
sumption of the combustible strata, and terminating in a 
green and sloping bank. The attraction of oxygen by 
&e sulphur causes the combustion, which, as the doc- 
tor observes, is made more lively by the presence of bit- 
umen. 

They now steered along the main shore, and speedily 
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Mi m with ft tribe of '. 
luwoftgr and |!WUu > * 
bad people, **ratreasec Mr u i iniw»i. um* w** mi iup 
faftck, aod earned tm- m. yamrc" A# Ut* tuuiiu^ uf 
these peopfe was ««^ mbua^ u Uar wiuf.!. I* rMakUii 
iDeC wkh, and aot dtfleno^ tum^^mky trwa- tiM«*- mjimu^ 

I'miMiiii . It Mil Mit 
wl UMMe 
«s tlM» ««»%«(«•. it aiii^ iir yu«iin<*<l^ 
that on tfa« 11 r I a— i tn jucw^mh* Maanji an ii* m- turn 
part of Fiilirtwt tin* n i * :■ ■►« r*^ u* brttti' upu«( tj***Mi 
was SV(»ded. TW*** puur f-TvvMj*-**- tw' ui/ ctutitff iim* 
same e&caae a* tbuM wiu ■ttair:*«-' > f-wi^jti (ii«*> h«d 
Derer aeea wfaite met^ aM. i««'«*^ ptuowiH^ |j*«<<: t/f ti«# 
ooly ooe that tb«v erwi^prattdUtii'-r* itii|:ii* luw*- «*«Hi. 
Haring gat rid of tt» L«|imuaiuji sufjO^-ut^ • ^mM^Ht* gfth 
arose, tint, fay settmc ua. U«* suwr* «>Uj|tw«' tii«^j w uit« 
shelter in R^^'uier < m*-. a. iat ' ' 'f* wtwti tiit'y WH 
the folowio^ dar ; but. inwi tut umoi«*«» t/ u** m*^mtiM*f, 
mod the ice extnDdiof «iti tu** •*«. u tu* MKtii«»«r<: Ut**y 
made Bttie piuftj u sa. Att«*^r laaitit^'}Na'>t v«itt«i- J^« 
the doctor sbt* : 

** Myriad* al mnmqvia^v wtwt t^^mn^ mumt^ X\^ yrsaf, 
rose in cknids wii*% dvtun^*^ m^ y^* u* »«««' «• mm««'>«m*''. 
Manj ■Dow'bsnlft ww imH' uittr ijc tu* pM«i' «««<> «»• «*w 
swans, Caaads peesc:. vad^jr mn, ^f*-!** , «m«<1 aufl <iy* *• , •••«' 
ersi g^iimoot, sflv^v^ . Uw:«.i«*-«(^ < wj* i^t«f^ irul». WN«*U«Mr 
lettfa tsnw aad aorUMf* Of«*Tv lym^* t«Mi^tim|f -|f<ww ymmtm^ 
to the asilbwd » tti*- «-««iiiur. wiii«-t4 iu»v U- «A»iiM4«v«d 
as a sore adkabsasf law: ui tuv* Ui'Mttuii '—I'. 3ei7 

Ob the 14th theyr t«iuk ^leltur irvm the iiig Md ft 
heavy ^rie ia a eeae eahed Bfw**) r «»«, m IstAade 70\ 
longilTade 130° ir« It wm sfipuMi d, the water being 
btackiih, that it praeeaded £ruai aa MBMeaselake ootlar 
from the beac h , kaawa bj the aaae of the £sqiiJiDaiix 
Lake. Of this lars» shaal aT water Dr. Ricfaardaoo 
girea the 1 

' Takiaf for gnatad that Ae s nnwl s we l eoe i ee J i 




the nstiyet were (ss oar owa ofaservataoas led as to belieTe) 

a veiT ezteaave sad carious 

piece of water. The Tmtiiai ht that it reaches to withia 



oonect, Esqaioiaax Lske is 



irar dsjrs* march of Fort Good dope ; and the Esquimsiix 
infiinDad os that ix extendi* from Point Eaoo n n te r to Cspe Ba- 
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titiint, tkas aaoribtiig to it an extent from nordi to toidii of 
more than one hundred and fatty miles, and from eaat to weit 
of one hundred and fifty. * * * If a comectore may be haz- 
arded about the original formation of a lake 'which we had 
■o few opportunities of examining, it seems nrobahie that the 
alluvial matters brought down % the Mackenzie and other 
rivers have gradually formed a barrier of islands and shoals, 
which, by preventing the free access of ^e tide, enables the 
fresh water to maintain the predominance behind iL The 
action of the waves of tiie sea has a tendency to increaae the 
height of the barrier, while the currents of the ifvers and 
ebb tide preserve the depth of the lake. A great formation 
of wood-ooal will, I doubt not, be ultimately formed by die 
wnmanaft quantities of drift-timber annually deposited on tbe 
borders of Esquimaux Lake." — ^P. 228. 

On the 15tfa tfaey made a traverse of ten miles across 
an inlet, the water of which, running out in a strong 
current, and nearly fresh, was supposed to be another 
conmionication of the Esquimaux Lake with the sea. 
They named it Russell Inlet. The latitude was 70^ 
12% and the longitude 129° 21' ; and here the main-land 
trended, as they wished, to the southeast ; for, having 
passed ihe low coasts and shoals which extend as &r as 
the lake continues, it was expected that the obstruction 
to thebr progress would cease, as in the whole of this 
distance they had to cross channels of shallow water, 
encumbered with banks of shingle, and the ¥niter nKnre 
fresh than salt. 

On the IStfa, sailing between some islands and ibe 
nudn, a large party of Esquimaux rushed out to the 
shore, brandishing their knives, using threatening ex- 
pressions, and forbidding them to land. But on Rich- 
ardson bawling out ** barter," they were peaceful in a 
moment, and brought such goods as ihej possessed on 
board : so easily are savages managed by judicious treat- 
ment. 

" The females, imlike those of the Indian tribes, had nmdi 
handsomer features than the men ; and one young wom an of 
the party would have been deemed pretty even in Europe. 
Our presents seemed to render them perfectly happy, and 
tiiey danced with such ecstasy in their uender boats as to in- 
cuTf more than once, great hazard of being overset. A bun- 
dle of strings of beads bong thrown into an oomiak, it was 
caught by an old woman, who hugged the treasure to her 
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breast with &e strongest ezpressioii of imptore, while another 
elderly dame, who Had stretched oat her arms in vain, be- 
came the very pictnre of despair. On my explaining, how- 
ever, that the present was for the whole, an amicable division 
instantly took place ; and to show their gratitude, they sang 
a Bcmg to a pleasing air, keeping time wiui their oars. They 
gave US many pressing invitations to pass the night at then* 
tents, in which they were joined by tne men ; and to excite 
our liberality, the mothers drew &e children oat of their 
wide boots, where they are accastomed to cany them ni^ed, 
and holding them up, begged beads fimr them. Their entreat> 
ies were, ibr a time, succ^IhuI ; but, being desirous of getting 
clear of our visitors before breakfiast-time, we at leng^ told 
them that our stock was exhausted, and they took leave."— 
P. 225, 226. 

At one of their halting-places, the interesting little 
anecdote of the snow-bunting's nest, mentioned by Cap- 
tain Lyon, could not fail to be brought to their recoUec- 
tion by the following incident : 

" In takins wood to make a fire from a large pile of drift- 
timber which had been collected by the Esquimaux, the nest 
of' a snow-bird, containing four young, was discovered. The 
parent-bird was at fint scared away, but affection for its off- 
spring at length gave it coorage to approach them with food; 
and, as it was not molested, it soon became quite fearless, 
and fed them with the larva of insects, while the party were 
seated at breakfost close by the nest" — P. 235. 

Through a snuUl opening in the land, which with the 
main formed Harrowby Bay, the boats passed widi 
great difficulty, being nearly barred up ; and the mo- 
ment they had crossed the bar, the water was greenish 
and perfectly salt. The eastern point of the passage 
Ues in latitude 70° 30', longitude 127*^ 35' ; and Point 
Bathurst proved to be the most northerly part of the 
main they approached during the voyage. From this 
point the coast trended southeast into Franklin's Bay, in 
latitude 69° 20' ; rose on the east to Cape Parry, in 
latitude 70° 5'; descended again to Damley Bay, in 
latitude 69° 36', the eastern cape of which is in latitude 
69° 45', firom whence the main shore gradually trends 
to the southward of east, steep to, and bold, with here 
and there a sniall bay and projecting point, till it reaches 
Cape Krusenstem, previous to which the party passed 
Uiroagb a broad channel, named the Union and Dolpluo 
Cc 
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Strait, and formed between a kmg tract of elevated land 
to the northward and the main shore, to which was 
giren the name of WoUaston Land. In this strait they 
were impeded, and the Dolphin was nearly crashed, bj 
two masses of ice. 

As soon as she was rendered sea-worthy they pro- 
ceeded, but the flood tide set with snch velocity round 
a rocky point, and brou^t with it so nrach ice, that it 
was thoi^ght pmdent to put ashore. The vi<deot eddies 
in the currents there, the doctor says, ** reminded us 
forcibly of the poet*s description of Scylla and ChAiyb- 
dis.** The navigation of the Ddphin and Union Strait, 
he says, would be dangerous to ships, from the mai^ 
sunken rocks which we observed near the southern 
shore. 

A little beyond the strait is a rocky promontory, to 
which Dr. Richardson gave the name of Cape Krusen- 
stem, in honor of the distinguished Russian hydrogm- 
pher; its latitude was 68° 23' N., longitude 113° 45^ 
W ., and it is the most eastern part of the land wfaidi 
they coasted. From this point the coast trends to the 
southwest, and appears as if forming the western side 
of what is caUed in the charts George the Fourth's 
Coronation Gulf^ a mistake occasioned by bringing the 
letters of the title on the chart too &r to the westward ; 
to the sou&ward of it is Cape Heame, which Franklin 
and Richardson, in a former visit to die mouth of the 
Copper Mine, saw only at a distance, appearing as aa 
iskind. To the southward of Cape Heame is the mouth 
of the Copper Mine River. Richardson now announced 
to the men that a short traverse would bring them te 
the mouth of this river. ** The gratifying intefligence," 
he says, ** which we now conveyed to them was totally 
unexpected, and the pleasure &iey experienced found 
vent in heartfelt expressions of gratitude to the Divine 
Being for his protection on the voyage.*' 

The south coast of the Pobr Sea could not be ex- 
pected to produce much variety of objects in the vegeta- 
ble part of the creation, remarkable either for their 
utility or beauty. Dr. Richardson thus sums up what 
he observed, or collected, on the portion traversed by 
him, which he estimates at about nine hundied miless 
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breaking of the two intended for the eastern detachment of 
the expedition during the intense winter cold, oar only re- 
source for correcting the dead reckoning was lunar observa- 
tions, made as frequently as opportunities' offered ; yet when 
we ^proached tiie Copper Mme River, Mr. Kendall's reck- 
oning differed from the position of that place, as ascertained 
on Captain Franklin's former expedition, only twenty secoods 
of time, or about two miles and a half of disianoe, which is a 
very tiifling difference when the length of the voyage and the 
other circumstances are taken into consideration. The dis* 
tance between Point Separation and the mouth of the Cc^^er 
Mine River, by the route we pursued, is nine hundred and 
two statute miles."— P. 261, 262. 

Having thus completed their voyage by arriving at 
the mouth of the Copper Mine River, and again noticed 
the capes and islands seen from thence jointik* by Rich- 
ardson and Franklin on a former occasion, and now hav- 
ing certified to be land what was then only conjecture, 
they proceeded up the river as far as the Bloody Falls, 
above which, for about forty niiles, the river was found 
to be so fidl of rapids, and to flow over such an uneven 
and rocky bed, and its current so precipitous, as to be 
whdly impracticable to ascend it in boats of a greater 
draught than a few inches. They therefore left the 
Union and the Dolphin boats at the Bloody Fall, stow- 
ing in them a number of small articles for the use of the 
Esquimaux who frequent this spot ; and having distrib- 
uted among the party a certain quantity of pemmican, 
portaUe soup, and other articles of provision, the whole 
amounting to about seventy pounds to each man, they 
set out on foot for Dease's River, on Great Bear Lake. 
A boat had been appointed to convey them across the 
lake to Fort Franklin. By this plan a journey would 
be saved of three hundred miles, and of three weeks, 
which a walk round the lake would have required ; be^ 
sides, it spared them, in addition to much fatigue and 
suffering, the wear and tear of their small stock of 
shoes, sdmost already exhausted, and of their clothing, 
which was but ill adapted for the frosty nights of Sep- 
tember. 

Some little delay occurred in the arrival of the boat 
on Dease's River, but they reached Fort Franklin on 
the 1st of September, *' and received a warm welcome 
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and a imifonn and imremittmg renid to tlieir best i , 

is not less conspicooas. I feel uiat the sentimentB of inj 
friends and companions, Captain Back and lieutenant Ken- 
dall, are in onison with my own ^^hen I affirm that gratitnde 
and attachment to oar late commanding officer will jmimnta 
our breasts to the latest period of onr lives.*' — ^P. 236, 237. 

That gratitude and attachment here eiqiressed were 
returned in fuU measure to Br. Eichardsoo, not oolj by 
the conmuuiding officer, but by every individual em- 
ployed oo the two voyages, and also by the natives with 
whom they had intercoune, and by whom his unifimn 
kindness and humanity were duly appreciated. Frank- 
lin always acknowledged that to his energy of character 
and promptitude of action are to be ascribed the safety, 
not alone of himself, but of the surviving party of th^ 
first expedition, to insure which, in fact, he risked his 
own life, and made a sacrifice a£ the best feehngs of his 
benevolent nature. 

Yet, by some unaccountable accident or oversig^ 
this excdOent officer was not honored with that distmc- 
tion which was conferred on his companions. Sir John 
Franklin and Sir Greorge Back. But, whatever the 
cause of the omission may have been, it has at length 
been rectified by an application of Lord Haddington to 
Sir James Graham, to solicit her mi^esty to co^m- on 
him the honor of knightliood, which has been graciously 
granted. 

To return to the general narrative, of which littie 
now remains to be said : The end of September having 
arrived, it was deemed expedient to pass a great part of 
another winter at Fort Franklin. It proved a severe 
one. By a record in Franklin's joumsd, the thermom- 
eter on w» morning of the 7th of February descended 
to — ^58° ; it had been — 57°-5 and — 67°-3 thrice in the 
eourse of this and the preceding day ; between the 5th 
and 8th its general state was from -^-48° to — 52^, 
though it occasionally rose to —43°. 

No time, however, was lost in the commencement of 
breaking up the party. Dr. Richardson was the first to 
depart ; he left in December, for the purpose of joining 
Mr. Drxunmond, the assistant botanist, in the Saskat- 
chawan River, that he might have the benefit of an ear- 
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Starved to death."* Sodi was tiie miserdjle end oT 
poor Augustus — " a fahfaful, diraiterested, kind-hesrtied 
creature, who had won the regard of aB.** 

Sackhouse was also a most amiable and mt^^geot 
young man, who died peaceably among the friends be 
had acquired in ScotJand, and of whom Siere is an inter- 
esting biographical memoir in Blackwood*s Magprina, 
supposed to have been written by the late Ca|rtain Baafl 
HaU. Brought to Leith in a whaling-ship, the owb^b, 
pleased with his manners, paid him every attentioD, had 
him taught a bttle Eng^h, and sent him beck the fol- 
lowing season, to remain or not, according to his own de- 
sire. His sister had died in his absence, and having no 
other relative living, he determined to abandon his coon- 
ti*y and to return. On arriving at Leith he was met by 
^Ir. Nasmyth, the artist, who, finding he had a taste for 
drawing, kindily offered him his instructions. On the 
recommendation of Captain Hall, he was engaged as in- 
terpreter on the first Arctic voyage, and proved so use- 
ful that he was appointed for the second voyage. In die 
mean time he visited his kind friends in Edinburgh. In 
pursuit of his studies, and in the nudst of happiness, he 
was seized with an inflammatory comfdaint, which car- 
ried him off in a fow days. 

He is described as possessing a {basing simpfidty of 
manners, a countenance expressive of ^ood humor, to 
have been fond of society, and always desirous of leivn- 
ing something. His kindness to children was very strik- 
ing : two of these he fell in with on a snowy day at some 
distance from Leith, shivering with cM. Sackhouse 
took off his jacket, and carefully wrapping diem in it, 
brought them safely home. When sensible cf his ap- 
proaching end, he thanked his friends around him for all 
thmr kindness, but said it was of no avail, fw his msUir 
had appeared to him and called him away. 

The writer says he was unaffectedly pious, and when 
death was apprmtching, he held in Ins hand an Icekuxfic 
Catechism tUl his strength and si^ failed him, when the 
book dropped from his grasp, and he shortly afterward 
ired. 

ut if any doubt could be entertuned as to the supe- 
* See Back's •ocoant of flwftte of ttdaezcdlent man. 
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compsnied die Company's boats wttib a brigade of trad- 
era for die Cohimbia, determkied to proceed with them 
as for as the Rocky Mountahis. To Carltxm Hoose is 
twt> htmdred and sixty miles. Leaving diis oo the 1st 
of September, they proceeded to Edmonton, which is 
about fom* hnodred miles, and reached it on the 20di of 
that month. One hundred miles farther brought them 
to Assinaboin on the Red-deer River. From thence 
they proceeded up this river to the moontains ; but the 
canoe being much lumbered, it was necessaty that some 
o€ the party should travel l^ land ; ^^ and of that num- 
ber," says Mr. Drummond, *' I volunteered to be ooe.^ 
A heavy ftll of snow rendered the march very fatiguing^ 
and what widi the woods and swamps, the hones became 
useless before they got half way . About the end of De- 
cember he took up his winter quartere on die BapCiste, 
a stream which flows into the Red-deer River. On the 
journey he says he obtained a few mosses, and on Christ- 
mas day had the pleasure of finding a veiy minute Gym- 
nostomuniy hitherto undescribed : 

" In the winter I felt the inconvenience of the want of my 
tent, the onlv shelter I had from the inclemency of the weadt- 
er being a nnt built of the branches of trees. Soon after 
reaching oar wintering groond provisionB became very scarce, 
and the banter and his fiimily went off in qnest of aninalst 
taking with diem the man who had charge of my hones, to 
bring me a sopply as soon as they could procure it. / r»- 
mained alotufor ike reit of the winter, except wkem, my mam 
oceasionally visited me with meat ; amd lfo%md the Uwu hang 
very heavy, at I had no books, and nothing could he done t» 
the way of cotteeting specimen* of natureU history. I ttx^ 
however, a walk every day in the woods, to give me some 
practice in the use of snow^hoes. The winter was very se- 
vere, and much snow feU imtil die end of March, vriien it 
averaged six feet in depth ; in consequence of this I lost ooe 
of my horses, and the two remaining ones became exceed- 
ingly poor. The hunter vras still more unfortunate, ten of 
his young colts having died."—-?. 310. 

In the beginning of Afn-il, 1826, a fadguiiig march 
brought him to the Columbia portace in six &y8, and 
here he received letters from Dr. RiohazdaoQ, acecm- 
panied with his tent, a little tea and sugar, and some movB 
pi4>er for his pbnts. About this time his hunter sent 
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ttm word tet he bad chmged hie mmd, md would not 
mocompBMsy him mto the monntuiifl. His pfauw were 
tfaui deraaged, yet he had no attenwCm bat to lemam 
with the man, whohad chai^of the hones used on the 
€<dnmbia portage, " and to botanke in that neighbor- 
hood.*' He resobed, however, to proceed. 

<" On the 10th of Aogott I eet oat with anollMT fannter^ 
i^an wliom I had pfenuled to oondnet me to the SnMldng 
finrer, althoogfa, being diaaraointed in a gopnij of unmom- 
tioii, we were badly proyided. We limTeled for several dava 
witfaoat meetiiig with aiiy aninfiala, and I sh««d the little 
dried proFisioB which I nad with the hunter's fiunilT. On 
the 15u we killed a moontain sheep, which was quickly de- 
vonred, there not being the smallest apprehension at the time 
ftat &mine would orertdEe us. Day after day, however, 
jmssed away withont a sin^ head or game of an^ descrip- 
tion being seen, and the children began to oom^am loodly ; 
bat the banter's wile,a jroanf faalfbred woBum,bore the ab- 
stinence with indiffiBrenoe, alSioagh she had two in&nt twina 
at the breast On the 21st we mund two young porcupines, 
which w^ere shared among the party ; and two or three daya 
afterward a few fine trout were caught We arrived in me 
Smoking Riyer on the 5tfa of September, where Uie hunt- 
er killed two sheep, and a period vras put to our abstinence, 
§at befine fke sheep were eaten he shot seyerslbuffidoes."— 
P. 311. 

He next proeeeded •kms the monntauis, and had 
teaehed the head waters of the Peace Riyer, when a 
heavy fidl of snow stopped his collecting phinti for that 
season. Desiroos, however, of crossing the mountains 
to the Columbia River, he determined to accompany the 
Columlna brigade on its arrival. He reached ihe port- 
age on the 9th of October, and the following day brought 
him an order from Captain Franklin to descend in 3ie 
spring of 1827, to rejoin the expedition on its way to 
York Factory. He therefore went with the brigade 
merely to the west end of the portage, and retamed on 
the 1st of November. The snow was too deep to per- 
mit him to add much to his collections in this hasty trip 
over the mountains ; *' but it was impossiUe,*' he says, 
** to avoid remarking the great superiority of climate on 
the western skle of that k»fty range. From the instant 
tile descent toward the Pacific commences, there is a 
tiaible improvement in the growth of timber, and the m* 
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riety of forest-trees greatly inoreasee. The few momm 
that I gleaned in the excursioa were so fine, that I could 
not but deeply regret that I was unable to pass a season 
or two in that interesting r^on." 

Another dispatch was received from Dr. Richardson^ 
requesting him to join him at Carlton House in Apri], 
which he accordingly reached on the 5th. ** We sufier- 
ed much from snow-blindness on the march, the dogs 
fiuled from want of food, we had to cany the ba^;age 
on oar backs, and had nothing to eat for seven days.'' 
All this is told with the greatest placidity. He seems 
only to regret that he had done so little. Yet this mod- 
est naturdist says, '* My coDections on the mountains 
amounted to about fifteen hundred species of plants, one 
hundred and fifty birds, fifty quadrupeds, and a consid- 
erable number of insects." 

Captain Franklin and his party, having embarked in 
the packet from New York, arrived at Liverpool on the 
24th of September, after an absense of two years, seven 
months and a half. Commander Back, Lieutenant Ken- 
dall, and Mr. Drummond, with the rest of the party, ar- 
rived at Portsmouth on the 10th of October. Franklin 
and Richardson arrived in London on the 29th of Sep- 
tember, when the charts and surveys were hdd before 
his royal highness the lord-high-adnuraL 

Under the guidance of such men as those enjoyed 
on the last two expeditaens, it is not necessary to say a 
word on the manner in which they have been conduct- 
ed. Information has been obtained in every department 
of science, and quite sufficient as to the main point on 
which they were undertaken, namely, in general terms, 
^* to amend the defective geography of the northern 
coast of America." The Arctic voyages having com- 
menced, and as it was not vinlikely that Parry, on his 
second voyage, would make an attempt to proceed along 
that coast, it was deemed advisable that an examination 
should be undertaken from the mouth of the Copper 
Mine River to the eastern part of the coast. The ques- 
tion has now been settled. The whole coast-line is one 
continued series of rocky islets, with channels between 
them mostly choked wi& ice, the sea beyond them also 
covered with ice, in the shape of floes and hoamioes ; 
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bis progress throagh the same coontiy. The moCife 
was no less honorable to his heart dian the act itself was 
to his unflinching courage. 

Being in Italy, a nunor, he says, readied him from 
England that apprehensions were entertamed for the 
safety of the two Ross's, the uncle and nephew, on the 
hearing of which (with a true duvafarous spirit) he has* 
tened home, for the purpose of offering his services to 
government for the conduct of an expedition in seardi 
of them ; and his offer was accepted. He received a 
letter from Lord Goderich, acquainting him that the 
Lords of the Admiralty had been pleased to transfer his 
services to the Colonial Department, to conduct the ex- 
pedition in question, and he was directed to undertake it, 
and also to place himself at the disposition of the govern- 
ors and committee of tiie Hudson's Bay Company, who 
would be desired to furnish him with the requisite re- 
sources and supplies. 

A medical person being required to take care of the 
health of the party, Mr. Richard King, in the first in- 
stance, volunteered his services, and was subsequently 
engaged, at a salary, as surgeon and naturalist to the ex- 
pedition. Three men only (two of whom were a car- 
penter and a shipwright) were taken from En^and. 
These five persons left on the ITth of February, 1833, 
for Liverpool, to proceed from thence in the packet to 
New York, and Uience to Albany and MontreaL As 
the route usually foOewed by the Company's servants 
to the Great Slave Lake is me same as that of Sir A. 
Mackenzie, Commander Back observes that a detail of 
his progress so far seems to be unnecessary, that being 
the po&t from which, he adds, the discovery properiy 
bedns. 

HeWl, however, a long journey before him from Nor- 
way House, where preparations of men, and boats, and 
sledges were made under the direction of Governor Simp- 
son, to Slave Lake ; and it would be imjust to slur over 
altogether a fatiguing journey through one of the most 
dangerous and detestude countries on the face of the 
earu— the numerous sufferings from cold and famine, 
and other hardships of various descriptions, which he 
knew from former experience he would have to encoua- 
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coiild not hare produced a worse confiision of unhamio- 
motoi sounds than was the conversation they kept np.** 

A whole fleet of Indian canoes was met with, whose 
chief, an intelligent-kx>king old man, named by the trad- 
en ** Le Canu^ade de Mandeville,*' was stated to have 
an extensive knovdedge of the countiy to the northv^ard 
of the Great Slave Lake. He was brought with his 
Indians to Back's encampment, for the purpose c^ giving 
him some information of the river he was about to de- 
scend to the sea-coast. With all befitting ceremony, 
preliminaries were opened by the custonuiry pipe ; finr, 
as Back o^erves, ** a social puff is to an Indian what a 
bottle of wine is to an EngU^mian — apait praccrdia — 
it unlocks the heart and £ssipates reserve.** He thus 
sketches the inmates of one of the chief's canoes : 

'* The tout ensemble of this < people,* as Ihej with some 
Tunity style themselves, was wild and grotesque in die ex- 
treme. One canoe, in particular, fixed my attention; it was 
nnall even for a canoe ; and bow ei^ht men, women, and 
children contrived to stow away their legs in a ^Nice not 
more than large enough for three £mx»peans, would have 
been a puzzling problem to one unaccraamted widi the sup- 
pleness of an &aian*s unbanda^ed limbs. There, however, 
they wen, in a temperature of 66^, packed heads and tails, 
like Yarmouth herrings — ^half naked — their hair in elf4ock8, 
long and matted — ^filthy beyond description — and all squall- 
ing together. To complete the picture, their doffs, scarce 
one degree below them, formed a sort of body-guard on each 
mde of the river ; and as the canoe glided away with the 
current, all the animals together, human and canine, set up a 
shrill and horrible yell.'*— P. 79. 

One of the half-breeds, named De Charioit, is describ- 
ed as being a dexterous canoe-man in passing rapids : 
Back*s canoe, though frail, and too weak to encounter 
mde shocks, **^ was nevertheless threaded through the 
boiling rapids and sunken rocks with fearful elegance : 
the cool dexterity with which she was manag^ was 
truly admfaable.** 

As they proceeded, the chief, ** Le Camarade,** gave 
them some information regarding the river, but it was 
difficult to make out the bearings of the (dan he sketch- 
ed; aod when Back attempted to question and assist 
him, he at last peevishly exclaimed ** that ve did not 
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encamp, notwithfltanding the vifforoos and umntermitluig as- 
saults of our &ithful tormentors, tne sandHies and mosquetoes. 
Certainl J they were pests, and sharply did they convey to as 
^e moral lesson of man*s helplessness ; smce, with all our 
boasted streng^ and skill, we were unable to repel these fee- 
\Ae atoms of me cveation."— P. 134> 

Of the sandflies near the lakes and m the vafleyB he 
gives a most appalling account. He says, 

** How can I possibly give an idea of the torment we en- 
dured from the sandflies ? As we dived into the confined and 
Bufibcating chasms, or waded tlmmgh the close swamps, they 
rose in douds, actually darkening the air : to see or to speak 
was equally difficult, for they rushed at every undefended 
part, and faed their poisonous fimgs in an instant. Our &cet 
streamed with blooa, as if leecMs had been applied, and 
there was a burning and irritating pain, followea by imme- 
diate inflammation, and producing giddiness, whkh almost 
drove us mad. ■ Wherever we haltcNd, which the nature of 
the country compelled us to do often, the men, even Indians, 
threw themselves on their feces, and moaned with pain and 
agony ; for the time, I thought the tmy plagues worse even 
than musquetoes." — P. 179. 

Even me Indians have neyer been abl6 to eontrive any 
means of extirpating these tormenting creatures, or of 
escapiqg from their womids. Their usual mode is to 
throw themselves on thev faces to the ground, and to 
scream or moan with pain and agony. Back thanejtA 
of getting rid of them by filling his tent wiUi smcie, 
which brou^ to the recc^ection of a former attendant 
that the old c^te/* (Franklin) would not destaroy a sii^^ 
musquetoe. On which Back says, ^ 

" It was the custom of Sir John Fnmklin never to kill a 
fly ; and, though teased by them bejrond expression, especial- 
ly when engaged in taking observations, he would quietly de- 
sist fiY>m his work, and patiently blow the half-gorged intrud- 
ers from his hands : ' the world was wide enough for both.' 
This was jocosely remarked upon at the time by Akaitdio and 
the four or flve Indians who accompanied him ; but the im- 
pression, it seems, had sunk deep, for on Maufelly*s see- 
ing me fill my tent with smoke, and then throw open flie 
front and beat the sides all round with leafy branches, to 
drive out the stupefied pests before I went to rest, he could 
not refi-ain from expretehig his surprise that I should be so 
unlike the old chief , who would not destroy so m«ch as a sin- 
^ mQsqfu«tM."i**-f . IfiO. 
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unpermtHre (haring made tliis discoveiy), to retam to 
Fort Retiance on Slave Lake, there to take ap \aa 
winter quarters; and here he found the framework 
erected of a convenient house, which, by the as^tance 
of numerous workmen which Mr. M^Leod had assem- 
bled, was speedily completed. 

** Our hall was in a manner filled with invalids and oAer 

Sstupidlv-dejected beings, who, seated rcnmd the fire, occa- 
ied themselves in roasting and devouring small bits of 
leir reindeer garments, which, even when entire, afford- 
ed them a very insufficient protection against a tempera- 
ture of 102° below the freezing point (70° below zero). 
The &ther torpid and despairing ; the mother widi a hollow 
and sepulchral v^ail, vainly endeavoring to soothe the in£uit 
which, with unceasing moan« clung to her shriveled and ex- 
hausted breast, the passive child gazing vacantly around: 
soch was one of the many groups that suirounded us." — ^P. 218. 

Those scenes of misery among the poor natives, for 
want of food and fuel, were more distressing to the 
fooling heart of Back than any privation that cmild hap- 
pen to himself. The dd, the sick, and the miserable 
had heard of him, and were not long in finding their 
way to the house of the white man^ to obtain that relief 
from starvation which, in seasons of distress, it wonkl 
be hopeless to seek for among then- own countrymen. 

The sufferings of the poor Indians at this period are 
not to be described. " Famine, with her gant and 
bony arm," says Back, " pursued them at every turn, 
withered their energies, and strewed them lifeless on 
the cold bosom of the snow." Nine had follen victims, 
and otiiers were on tiie eve of peri^iii^ when die old 
chief Akaitcho came to then- relief. 

To add to the distress of Back, he received informa- 
tion that his friend Augustus, the former affectionate 
Esquimaux interpreter, hem-ing of his being again in the 
country, set out frtmi Hudson's Bay in company with a 
Canadian and an Iroquois ; they lost their way, were 
separated, and poor Augustus fell a sacrifice to famine. 
His remsdns were found on the barrens not for from the 
Blvidre ^ Jean. It appeared that the gallant litde fel- 
low was retracing his steps to the estabfishment, when, 
wAk&r exhausted by suffering and privation, or^ caught 
in the midst of an open traverse in one of those terrible 



Digitized 



by Google 



back's JOOENET to the rOLAR SEA. 321 

•flDow-stonns, which may be almost said to blow through 
the frame, he had sanlc to rise no more. " Such," says 
Back, **wafl the miserable end of poor Augustus! a 
fiiithi^, disinterested, kind-hearted creature, who had 
won the regard, not of myself only, but, I may add, of 
Sir J. Franldin and Dr. Richardson also, l^ qualities 
which, wherever found, in the lowest as in the highest 
forms of social life, are the ornament and charm of hu- 
manity** — qualities, it must be said, that were found in 
full vigor in the kind-hearted Back. ** Often,** said he, 
on another occasion, ** did I share my own plate with 
the children, whose helpless state and piteous cries 
were peculiariy distressing. Compassion for the full- 
grown may or may not be felt, but that heart must be 
cased in steel which is insensible to the cry of a child 
for food.** 

His own party had a fuU share of the general distress ; 
their rations were deplorably reduced ; but this, how- 
ever, produced no complaining, no sullen or sulky looks 
in the brave fellows he had engaged in England and in \ 
Canada. They had none of those means so skillfully 
employed by Parry on board ship to keep up the spunts 
of the men ; but no objection was raised to the forma- 
tion of an evening school ; on the contrary, it was con- 
sidered as an amusement, that tended to the mainte- 
nance of their cheerful and general good spirits. 

About the middle of April active preparations were 
begtm for their intended journey to the sea-coast ; and 
while so empk>yed, a messenger on the 25th of that 
month brought a packet for Back, which contained the 
dnexpected and wekome intelligence of the safety of 
Ross and his party. The hurry and excitement of his 
feelings on the occasion he thus describes : 

" In the fullnesB of oar hearts we assembled togelher, and 
knmbly offered up our thanks to that merciful Proyidence 
which, in the beautifhl language of Scriptore, hath said, ' Mine 
own will I bring again, as I did sometime from the deeps of 
the sea.* The thought of so wonderful a preservation over- 
powered for a time the common occurrences of life. We had 
fust sat down to breakfast ; but our appetite was gone, and 
the day was passed in a feverish state of excitement. Seldom, 
indeed, did my friend Mr. King or I indulge in a libation^ 
but on this joyfiol ocoasum economy was forgotten; a treat 
21 
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was giTen to die men, and for ourselves tiie social map 
vrere quickened by a generous bowl of punch." — ^P. 24S. 

On the 7th of June, Back, accompanied by Mr. JiTiig ^ 
left Fort Reliance, each delighted, as may well be ima- 
nned, in escaping {nm scenes of suffering and deatii, 
mm heart-rending care and yexatioas disappointment 
** Before me,'* he says, '* weare noyelty and enterprise ; 
hope, curiosity, and l^e love of adventure were my com- 
panions ; and even the prospect of difficulties ai^ dan- 
gers to be encountered, with the responsibility ins^iora- 
Ue from command, instead of damping, rather height- 
ened the enjoyment of the moment.'* On the 28th of 
June the boat was carried over the last portage whidi 
divides the ncnrthem streams firom the southern ones, 
into the latter of which she was to be hmched, it being 
the river which he had discovered, the Thleto-ee-chok^ 
or, as appropriately now named, Bad(*s River, and which 
was to convey them into the Polar Sea* 

A singular remarii is here made regarding the t&ok^ 
perature. About llie end of May, just before tliey set 
out, the weather was sultry, the temperature in the son 
being 106° ; an extraordinary contrast, he observes, to 
that of the 17th of Januaiy, when it was 70° below 
zero ! extremes so much in excess firom any recorded, 
liiat the correctness of the instrument may be doubted« 
They now experienced the weather to be cold, thick* 
and loggy. On clearing up, they were oveijoyed to dis- 
cover the branching antlers of twenty reindeer on the 
summit of the adjacent hilb. To see and pursue was 
the work of a moment. 

** It was a beautiful and interesting ragfat, for the son sbome 
out, and, lighting up some puts, cast others into deeper shade: 
the white ice reflected millioTis of «^ftgy^1ing raya ; the rapid 
leaped and chafed in little ripples, which melted awi^ into 
the unruffled surfiu^ of the slumbering lake ; alnrupt stna crag- 
gy rocks frowned on the right; and on the left, the brown 
landscape receded until it was lost in the distant blue mount' 
ains. The foreground was filled iq> with the ochre-colored 
lodges of .the Indians, contrasting with our own pale tents; 
and to the whole scene animation was given by the grac^ul 
motions of the unstartled deer, and the treacherous crawling 
of the wary hunters.'*— P. 307. 

Mr. M^Leod had assembled some hunters, to retain 
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between Ifae high wares of the torrent and the retoming ed^. 
A foot in either direction woold have been £ital; hqt -wnb 
the mott perfect ease, and, I maj add, elegant and gracefiil 
action, his keen eyes fixed u^n the rtc», he kept her tme to 
her course through all its rapid windings.'^ — ^F. 165. 

At length, however, they reached the last and most 
formidable of rapids ; and here they fell in with a party 
of those treacherous Esquimaux against whom the In- 
dian chief had so urgently cautioned him. He landed, 
and notwithstanding their brandished spears, and yeDs, 
and wUd gesticulations, walked up to tliem, calling out 
Uyma — peace. In an instant their spears were flung on 
the ground ; and, placing their hands on their breasts, 
they also called out ley ma. He made them understand 
they were KahUxmas — ^Europeans, and not Indians ; and 
he says, ** as they did not, like their neighbors to the 
North, go through the ceremony of ru&Hn^ (not pulling) 
noses by way of salutation, I adopted the Jolm Bull fash- 
ion of shaking each of them heartily by the hand." A 
few presents were given to them ; and Back went to 
their tents, introduced himself to their women and chil^ 
dren, and had eveiy reason to believe he had obtained 
their confidence. Their numbers, he thinks, were alto- 
gether about thuty-five. 

These good-natured and friendly people were of the 
most essential service to Captain Back ; for information 
being brought to him from die leading man of the boat 
that, so perilous was the cataract now to be passed, no 
boat coidd descend it, and that the crew were utterly 
unequal to the task of conveying it over the long and 
steep portage—** Taking advantage," he says, *' of the 
good humor of our new acquaintances, I requested them 
to give us a helping hand. The request was cheerfully 
complied with, and, with their assistance, we succeeded 
in carrying the boat below the fall, so that, in reality, I 
was indebted to them for getting to the sea at alL*' 

Having parted from the Esquimaux on the 28th of 
July, on the foUowing day they got sight of a lofty head- 
land at a great distance to the north, apparently on the 
eastern side of the river, which they conjectured to be 
one side of the opening into the sea, and it proved to be 
MO, To this promontory Back gave the name of Vict<^- 
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men, beonmbed in tfaeir limbs, and dirairited by the 
dreaiy and mipromising prospect before Uiem, hnke out 
for a moment into low mnrmurings that theirs was m 
hard and painful duty." 

No one can be surmised that, in such a state of pd- 
▼ation and suffering, Back was prevented from carrying 
into effect, or eyen undertaking, what had been his inten- 
tion, yiz., that of proceeding coastwise to Point Turn- 
asain, to comfdete the unfinished part left by Frankfin. 
He sent, howeyer, a small party to die westward to trace 
the coast, which was all diat could be done ; but they 
were only able to fc^ow the shore about fifteen nules 
with every exertion they could use and the most severe 
labor, sinking into snow and swampy ground midleg at 
every step. The surface was level, and void of vegeta- 
tion. They found, however, several pieces of drift- 
wood, one of which was nine feet long and nine inches 
in diuneter, which the men jocularly called ** a piece of 
the North Pole.'* Bade was persuaded that the ^t o£ 
the drift-wood at this point of North America establisbes 
the continuity of the coast from the mouth of the Mac- 
kenzie River, and of the current which could alone have 
brought it. 

The drift-wood found on the whole of the southern 
coast of the Polar Sea, from Mackenzie's River to Point 
Turn-again, was fully ascertained to have been brought 
entirely fh>m the westward, not only from the Macken^ 
zie, but also, as we know from Simpson, down the nu- 
merous rivers falling from the Rocky Mountains ; the 
easteriy current setting through Behrmg's Strait carries 
this dnft-timber to the extreme easteriy end of the 
American coast. Admiral Krusenstem, in 1823, in re- 
I^y to a question put to him on this subject regarding 
two Russian ships that had gone fh>m the coast of Asia 
into the Strait of Behring, writes, " with respect to the 
currents in these straits, they have been observed con- 
stantly to set on the coast of Asia to the N.W. ; near 
the coast of America, to the N.£. ; and off Icy Cape, 
near which the ships remained four days, dtie east, at 
the rate of 25 and 30 miles a day." 

The extreme point seen to the northward, on the 
western side of the estuary, Back named Cape Richard- 
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a splendid cascade, vrhkh he names Pany^s FaBs, md 
says it is one of the grandest objects in nature. 

^ The color of the water ysried from a very light to a Tery 
dark ffreen ; and the spray, which spread a dimneas aboTe, 
was £rown up in clouds of light Kray* Niagara, Wilber- 
force^s Falls in Hood's River, the udls of Kakabikka near 
Lake Superior, the Swiss or Italian fells, although they may 
each < charm the eye with dread,' are not to be compajied to 
^is for splendor of effect. It was the most imposing specta- 
cle I had ever witnessed ; and as its berg-Hke appeanmce 
brought to mind associations of another scene, I oestowed 
upon it the name of our celebrated navigator. Sir Edward 
Parry, and called it Parry's Falls."— P. 453. 

As they proceeded, the Indians brought them pnm- 
sions from time to time ; and the good old chief Akaitcho, 
with his followers, though not very successful, was not 
wanting in his contributions. This old friend to Sir 
John Franklin was undergoing the usual course which 
old age and weakness inflict on all the Indian chiefe. 

** He is no longer the same active and important perscm 
that he was in those days ; for, besides the mfirmities that 
have crept upon him, he nas grown peevish and fickle. His 
once absolute authority is consequently reduced to a shadow ; 
and with the exception of his sons ana his own &mily, he can 
scarcely boast of a single subject or adherent in his summer 
excursions to hunt During winter, however, the clan still 
keep together as formerly." — ^P. 456. 

The Indians beUeve in the existence of One Great 
Spirit, who rewards the good and punishes the evil- 
doer. Back says, that, speaking with the Camarade de 
Mandeville, a potent Clupewyan chief, regarding the 
due observance of certain moral precepts for his future 
guidance, he listened with most profound attention and 
gravity. Having concluded, he raised his head a little, 
and, with eyes fixed on the floor, said, in a low and 
solemn tone, ** The chief's words have sunk deep into 
my heart, and I shall often think of them when I am 
alone. It is true that I am ignorant ; but I never lie 
down at night in my lodce without whispering to the 
Great Spirit a prayer for forgiveness, if I have done any 
thing wrong that day." This heathen may be said to 
have had no reUgion, but his feelings and practice were 
the dictates of a genuine piety. 
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CHAPTER Xm. 
CAPTAIH GBOKGB BAGI. 

1836-37. 

NarraUve of tm Expedition in H. M. 8. Terrort Mndertoh- 
en with a view to Qeographieal Dioeovery on the Aretie 
Shores. 

This v^age was reoommended bj the Rojal Geo- 
grmphical Society to the cdomal secretary, and by faiin 
to the Lords of the Admiralty. The object of the so- 
ciety was nearly the same as that on which Captain Ly« 
on had been employed ; and the Admiralty having sup- 
plied a ship, the Teiror, fbmished him also with instmc- 
tions, the general impcnt of which was, that he should 
proceed in the first instance to Winger River or Repulsa 
Bay, as he should find most expedient ; observing, how« 
ever, that, at Salisbury Island, ** you will have to choose 
between the direct and obvious course up Frozen Strait* 
which was performed with apparent ease by the Fmy 
and Hecla in 1821, or the more circuitous route by the 
Welcome, which was unsuccessfulhr attempted by Uia 
Griper in 1824.'* Captain Back, having this choice, 
from such high authority — success on the one hand, and 
failure on the other — could scarcdy venture to hesitate 
in his decision; he unfortunatefy^, thou^ naturally 
enough, made choice of the former, or easy route. 
Whichsoever of the two bays. Repulse or Wager, he 
should be able to reach (and neither of them did he 
reach), the Terror was to be left with an officer, to take 
charge of her, and to employ himself in making surveys 
and observations, while die captain, with a la^ party, 
should cross the intervening land to the eastern shore of 
Prince Regent's Inlet, sending one party to the north as 
far as the Fuiy and Hecla Strut, and me other to pur- 
sue the continental coast-line to the mouth or estuary 
of Back's River, and its continuation as &r as the Point 
Turn-again of Franklin. These were the objects of tiie 
voyage, as pointed out by the Geographical Society. 
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On the 14th of June, 1836, die Terror left C^iatham, 
and on the 28th of July crossed Davis's Strait. On that 
evening, when the weather cleared up, Back says, ** We 
observed an enormous iceberg, the perpendicular fiice oi 
which was not less than 300 feet high.*' Encurmous in- 
deed : in what depth of water could it be, or had it been 
floating ? The next morning is described as beautifully 
fine, ** the tall ship, with all her sails set, threading h^ 
graceful way through the masses of ice, upon a sea as 
smooth as an inland lake." A veiy different scene quickly 
succeeded on approaching that universally-detested Res- 
olution Island, with its dense fogs and its whirlpools, toss- 
ing about masses of ice> sweeping the ship among them, 
and rendering her utteriy unmanageable. Having gpt 
clear of aD the impediments, they proceeded as far as 
the Savage Islands, where an iceberg either toppled over 
or parted with a large mass from its summit ; ** and the 
splash in the water, the foam which succeeded, and the 
fearful rocking of the berg before it again settled upon 
its base, gave us some notion of danger." 

Near uese islands a fleet of kaiyacks and oomiaks 
hailed them, as usual, with vociferous cries of teyma* 
!3&ck gives them the same bad character they had re- 
ceived from Lyon and others : ^* The women, in partic- 
ular, were more outrageous than I had ever observed be- 
fore ; for, besides disposing of their garments, which they 
never hesitated to do, more than one actually offered to 
barter their children for a few needles." A young wom- 
an, observing that one of the officers had not much hair 
on his head, offered to supply him with her own at the 
price of a curtain-ring. These are the same Hudson's 
Strait Esquimaux which Lyon describes, and from whom 
he obtained carved figures of a dog and bear ; and it is 
remarkable enough to find Baffin, in the year 1615, re- 
cording that, near the Savage Islands, " Among the tents 
I found a little bagge, in which was a company of little 
images of men ; one the image of a woman with a child 
at her backe, all the which I brought away."* 

On the 14th of August they feU in with Nottin^iam 
Island, which is close by Salisbury Island, the place where 
Back's instructions pointed out the two routes for his 
* Barrow'f Chronological History of Arctic Vojag^et. 
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choice ; and nnhickfly, as has been raid, he pitched upon 
that which was to lead him **with ease" through the 
Froeen Strait. Their course was now northwest; and 
they proceeded without much difficult past the Trinity 
Iduids, and beyond them as far north as Jat. 66^ 25\ and 
opposite to, but some distance from, the opening of Fro- 
zen Strait. The ship was fcnrced toward it through 
floes of ice, ** boring** as they went along, theur object 
being to get near to Southampton Island, sometimea 
beset, and occasionally getting into a lake of water. 

On the 5th of September they were firmly fixed in 
the ice ; and the whole of the officers, ** with axes, ice* 
chisels, handspikes, and long poles, began the laborious 
process of cutting away the sludge that bound the pieces 
tc^ether.*' The wea&ier was thick, and though they 
knew themselTCs to be near the coast, they could not 
tell precisely whereabout they were, for their compasses 
were not to be trusted. On the evening of the 13th of 
September the Cape Comfort of Baffin bore north-north* 
east, and they were not more than &we miles from the 
nearest rocks. Thumped about among hommocs of ice, 
and " seyereiy nipped,'' Back says : 

" At this tune we appesred to be not more than four miles 
from the land) which was broken into ezpoBed beys, utterly 
without shelter firom the north, and blocked up with close- 
packed ice. Not a pool of water waa visible in any direction : 
to the mercy of Providence alone could we look for rescue 
from our perilous situation. None but those who have expe- 
rienced it can judge of the weariness of heart, the blank of 
feeling, ihe feverish sickliness of taste, which gets the better 
of the whole man under circumstances snch as tnese. Not an 
incident occurred to relieve for a moment the dull monotony 
of our unprofitable detention."— P. 98. 

Half the month of September had now slipped away, 
** and we were held still within sight of the same land, as 
if it were in the grasp of a giant :'* a grasp which, from 
this time for eight or ten months to come, was as obsti- 
nately and firmly fixed as that of the Old Mim of the Sea 
on the shoulders of Sindbad the Sailor. That same land 
was Cape Comfort, which Back had but too much reason 
to call ** a most inappropriate name ;" for, helpless as the 
ship was, wedged in between blocks of ioe, and driven 
one day on one side and the next on the othar of th^ 
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cape of ihm obnoxioas name, and sometimes witfiiiB 
three or four nules of it, he had reason to apprehocid 
l^e worst conseqnences. For the whde of September^ 
in fact, he was whirled about firom Cape Comfort to 
Cape Bylof and Baffin's Island, and bade again; md 
daring all this whirling backward and forward, just as 
the wind, or the current, or the tide directed, his cas^ 
was almost hopeless. Seeing the growing peril of his 
situation. Captain Back took the opinion cS* his officers 
as to the probability of any &rther progress being mado 
that season to Repulse Bay : their unanimous convic- 
tion, from the experience of the thhrty-fiNur days in 
which the ship had been beset, was, that any thing more 
witii that Tiew was utterly impracticable; and they 
suggested the adoption oi certain precautions in the 
event of their being obliged to have recomrae to the 
-boats for safety. 

It was now pretty obvious thai diere was but smaA 
chance fiir any escape from the ** gknat^ for nine or ten 
months to come, and Back therefore made up bis mind 
to cut a dock in a favorable large floe, which the ice- 
mate told him was the only one sufficiently strong for 
the purpose, and that the ship would be protected as 
long as it held together. Fortunately, however, the 
very next day a general commotion took place, when 
the whole body of ice separated into sin^e masses, 
tossed into heaps, or ground into powder, and crushed 
eveiy thing that opposed them, rushiiLe violently to the 
westward, directly up the Frozen Strait; and thus 
ended for a time the pnyected floating dock, the floe 
having wholly disappeared ; but others soon supjdied its 
place, and the Terror was as fast as ever, witiiout the 
labor of digging a dock. ** Thus,*' says Back, " ended a 
month of vexation, disappointment, and anxiety, to me 
personally more distressing and intolerable than the 
worst pressure of the worst evils which had be&Ueii 
me in any other expeditbn." 

The month of November having commenced, it b^ 
came necessary to set about a warming apparatus for the 
ship ; but the experiment woefully ^ed. They w&n 
still off Cape Comfort, and so near the nhare that the 
l>eople strolled over the ice to it; and Lieutenant Stan- 
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vndeTiatiiig systeui punned by the fint tieateiiaiit ^lat liiey 
were brought at all together wi& the fiseliiigs of mniinnHii ■ 
.... Reciprocity of kindness, a generous and selfdeny- 
ing disposition, a spiiit of frankness, a hearty and aboive- 
boord manner — these are the tme characteristics of the Biit* 
ish seamen ; and the want of these is seldom con^ensated 
by other qualities. In oar case — and I mention diis merely 
to show tne difference of olden and modem times — diere 
were only three or four in the ship who conld not write ; all 
read; some recited whole pages of poetry; others sang 
French songs ; yet wilh all this, had they been left to tfaem- 
•elyes, I yerily oelieye a more nnsociaUe, saspi<aoiis,and im> 
comfortable set of people could not haye been fiiond. Oh I 
if the two are incompatible, giye me the old Jack Tar, who 
would stand up for his ship, and giye his life for his mess- 
mate."— P. 128, 129. 

The weather and their sitaation were such now as to 
bring eyen these reprobates to their senses : Uie dier- 
mometer was at — 53°, making the rapid extraction of 
heat beyond endurance, and causing the fiices to be ^-ost- 
bitten ; and the fireplaces were so ill contriyed as to af* 
ford no salutary heat ; they created, moreoyer, ** a fetid 
mid impure atmosphere, that lurked in tiie lower ports 
of the deck :*' all the while the Terror was tossing about 
on a field of ice, twelye or fourteen miles to the east- 
ward of that detestable Cape Comfbrt. Under sudi 
comfiyrts, the want of cheerfulness among such persons 
is not to be wondered at ; but it may also haye arisen, as 
Back suggests, from their neyer haying been subject to 
the salutary influence of nayal discipline. ** It was in 
yain," he says, ** we endeayored to lead them into the 
wholesome habit of amusing themsebes with games of 
dancing, to cheer their spirits, and while away the long 
hours of our winter eyenings.** 

On the 11th of January they found the Terror had 
been carried upon her ice-wagon to within three miles 
of Ridge Cliff, which would appear to be at the entrance 
of Stanley Harbor, about thirty miles to the southward 
of the interminable Cape Comfort. In Februaiy the 
cold was mtense ; the thermometer descended to — 64° ; 
several were on the sick-list, and Mr. Donaldson, a gun- 
ner, who had served with Parry, died. Well nu^ 
Back begm to feel uncomfortable : ** |he eig^t months 
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out encumbrance, could have readied it." On tlie 20tli 
of February the wfa(de of the ice was again in motkm, 
and separated itself entirely from the starboard side of 
the ship, throwing down and carrying away these em- 
bankments, galleries, and walls of snow which had beea 
erected for meir convenience, exercise, and amusement ; 
** some of the galleries," says Back, ** were now floath^ 
in the water, looking like tunnels. To find ours^es at 
freedom to move would, two months later, have been the 
summit of our wishes ; but now we saw it with r^nct- 
ance, as it only mocked us with a hope which could not 
be realized, while it involved us in immediate periL" 
The ship, however, was now in the water, and subject 
to the nips and rubs of the masses, which are stated to 
have returned against her with accumulated force, and 
** to make her crack fore and aft with hideous creaking, 
that for some seconds held us in suspense for the result." 

It would appear, however, from the cmitinaed crack- 
ing of the ship when the ice was still, and from her be- 
ing lifted bodily, in one of these commotions, ei^teen 
inches, that she had still the base of the floe to rest upon ; 
and though frequently "squeezed" and repeatedly 
" nipped," she was at intervals jerked up " from the 
pressure underneath, with a groan each time from the 
woodwork." The enduring Terror continued day after 
day to receive this kind of treatment without ai^ in- 
creasing leakage, which seemed to prove she was still 
out of the water ; this was made manifest on the 1st of 
March, when " she became so himipered with ice un- 
derneath, that the remainder of the floe, on eithra* side, 
moved about eight or ten feet ahead, leaving the ship 
fixed m the midst, and wedged up in every direction :" a 
novelty which, it is said, strangely puzzled the GJreen- 
land men. 

In this way, with continual convulsive cracks and omi- 
nous tremblings, thus wedged in, the Tenor was borne 
away in the midist of the ocean. Heaven knows where, 
for none on board could know, from the prevaifing fogs 
and trustless compasses, till the 11th of March, when a 
little respite was afiforded by the fineness of the day, 
which induced some of the men to amuse themselves by 
cutting figures of houses, forts, vessels, and men and 
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mnaioed cmnpmtt, and not • drop of wator to bit •#•«* 
On the 9th mpotioo b fttifl made of ^ oor park. ^ traal* 
tBTBd in ares, tboa|^ i^l^tlj diiiitiii»hf«d in UurktM**^ 
and on it ^« the aftor part of the ship lay inwuonWy 
wedged.** On the lltn of Jnne the ico waa ai^am |»r* 
itpctly compact. Seven men were on the mrk-fni. iJn 
the IStfa of Jone the ire stifl stuck to the ahip m iuch a 
■Banner, that Back my ** it kxiked aa if the ^ip had 
heen plM»d in a bed of tome plajtic compootioft, whioll 
6me had indurated into the aohditv. and almost iltf «iii- 
stance, of fimeatooe rock.** On the *iOth theT ha-l li*4*ti 
drifting near to Charlea*t laland ; and from thii 'Uv till 
the eth of July the crew were empteyed in ewfi^sto*^ 
ing to release the ship fifx>ra her icy cradle, but tbif i^ 
remained impenetrably close. 

On the 11th of July, as the crew were busy i^iirira* 
ta^ calves^ and cutting a trench. Captain BacL mr** 
** Scarcely had I taken a few turns on deck at» T tU- 
acended to my cabin, when a lood rumblin|E t^'^ntit* I 
tttax the ship had broken her icy bonds, and wkp mlmUna 
Bently down into her own element. I ran h*ttdy t*a 
deck, and joined in the cheers of the officers ami tavu, 
who, disperted on different pieces of ice, took tiiM •%* 
Dificant method of expressing their feelings : it wm ■ 
sight not to be forgotten.** For three or four d»v * mTntw 
this the ship Ind remained, as it were, on bt^r in^ 
ends, ao that •* no one couM more about thedrck *rttii- 
out holding on by the ropes to windward ; ^*;*^"; ''^ 
the 14th6f July,^- suddenly, and before a wnnl J-"!^ 
be spoken, the fiberated ship righted «°^'y*^„'^j^^ 
kncnTnot," says Back, "how many cheeia comuH^t^*^ 
rated the occasion.** It was indeed, as he «iy*, 
scene not to be forgotten by the -P^ff^^V^ ,,, ,.^,rn- 
The whote voyage, in foot, was <^ • "-f^ Zvuf,^^ 
ordinary and unparaBeled in ^J^^^ ^;^^L %i^ 
^Sent and modem, as not to ^^^^^f ^tVft.^Uy 
reader, of it, atifl less by Uie •PecO^ A jtup *^ ^^ 
cradled in the ice for four ^^^^I'JJ ^ hs^I t>-^ 
dragged about utteriy helplew, " V^^J^^ or i^n Ho^ j 

fuDVix months before, wedged munovably m j 

body sbore it. F F 2 
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nominated Moont Pleasant, the fiutlifal oompankRi of ofor 
wanderings from Cape Bylot to this qmt, stanch and ""«^ftV<»B 
amid the crash and ruin which had surroonded it — -when, this 
too departed, and became lost and midistioguishable among 
other peaks and hommocs, what could we look for bat an ut- 
ter desolation of all the parts of our system?" — ^P. 304. 

Still they remained firm as a rock : the sides of the 
icy cradle had departed, but the foundataon remained, 
and carried its burden along with it at pleasure. On 
the 10th of April, being near Sir James Gordon's Bay, 
which is close to Sea-horse Point, they were met by 
rising waves of ice rolling their burdens toward the ship. 
** One had reared itsetf thirty feet on our inner floe- 
piece, which, strong as it was, gave way under the ac- 
cumulated weight ; and a mass of several tons being 
thus upturned and added to the original bulk, the whole 
bore down slowly upon our quarter." 

" The ship herself was high out of the water, on the ice, 
but this overtopped her like a tower. Mean time we were 
getting nearer and nearer to the land-ice : large rents were 
flhowing themselves in the ice, at right angles on each side of 
the fore chains; the ship, unable to ri^ herself began to 
complain, and the scene every moment became more dark and 
threatening. Extra purchases were fixed to the pumps; the 
hands were turned up ; the sick provided for ; and, thou^ 
nothing effectual could be done for our preservation, the at- 
tention of the men was occupied in hoistmg two of the boats 
hi^er up. . . . What the result of that night might have heea 
it IS impossible to say, and painful to contemplate, had not an 
overrulmg Providence mercifully averted the crisis, by sud- 
denly, and at the moment of the greatest peril, arresting the 
tumult."— P. 313. 

On the 21st they were stifl off Sea-horse Point, but 
on the 23d found themselves twelve or fifteen miles 
firom it, the ship's head pointing toward Mill Islands. 
In this new posture of affairs, Back says, *^ it was 
deemed expedient immediately to refit, as far as could 
be conveniently done.'* The sails, which had for so 
many months been useless, were put in order, the ship 
was scoured, and the provisions and other articles were 
brought on deck, ready, in case of need, to be restowed. 
On this, day another death occurred, after a lingering 
disease, in the person of Alexander Young, a marine. 

From the 10th of M.«y til] the 7th of June the ke 
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FPnuuoM conipact, uid not • drop oi tvaloi to m •mui. 
On the 9rli mrntioQ it ttil made of ** oor park«^ imd 
tored tn mnm^ thoofh ifif^tlj dimtiiuihed in thiduiMa, 
and on fe **the ■ftor pnrt of the ship lay mmawwkij 
wedged.** On the lltn of June the ice wm affaia per- 
fectly compact. Seven men were on the Mrk-lut. ()q 
the 15tb of Jane the ire ttill stuck to the ahtp in aocli a 
manner, that Back myt ** it kxiked aa if the ship had 
been iiiaced in a bed of Mime pbuptic oompo«tion, which 
time had indurated into the aobditv, and ahnort the rab- 
atanee, of Bmestone rock.** C)n the *2(Hh ther had been 
driftinc near to Charlet*t Iiland ; and from this day til 
the 8th of Joly the crew were empfeyed in ende a vor- 
ing to release the ship from her icy cndle, but ahe stil 
remained impenetrably doae. 

On the 11th of July, aa the crew were busy extrica- 
ting ealrts* and cutting a trench. Captain Eiack saTty 
** Scarcely had I taken a few tama on deck and do- 
acended to my cabin, when a load rumbling notified 
tiiat the ship Ittd broken her icy bonds, and was s&ding 
gently down into her own element. I ran hastily on 
deck, and joined in the cheers of the oflicars and men, 
who, disperMd on different piecea of ice, took this sig- 
nificant method of expreaaing their feelings : it was a 
sight not to be forgotten.** For three or four days after 
tlua the ship had remained, aa it were, on her beam 
ends, so that ** no one couU more about the deck with- 
out hokling on by the ropes to windward ;** when, oq 
the 14th <^ July, *« sodden^, and before a word could 
be spoken, the liberated ship rig^i^ I 

know not,*' says Back, "how mnr. . ^^ n. 4iMnm««nii»- 
rated the occasion.** It was iad^ '■'■:. i^i he «ji, -^a 
scene not to be forgotten by the sft rfait>n/' 

The whole voyage, in fiict, was i>f n naiuro m eiliv- 
ordinaiy and unpwalleled in the hikturr of Tuys||«iai 
ancient and modem, aa not to be fir^iitlen e^t^n by ^m 
readers of it, stil leas by the spectatiin . A aliip actttal^r 
cradled in the ice for four coa»^citijv«i tmicttha, mo. 
dragged about utterly helpleas, as tntlt't**) ahe htd |«^ 
fuD six months before, wedged iDiiiM»iraljly in fir os flaoB 
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of ice, af^r a previous month's severe exertions on the 
pert of the officers and men to extricate her, so long as 
sails and warps were of any avul — such a case, it may 
confidently be repeated, has no parallel. To pass a 
winter among ice ^ a ship firmly fixed in a haii)or or 
dose tp the shore, quietly and without hard labor on the 
part of the men, and with all their comforts about them, 
has not been found disagreeable ; but to winter in a ship 
which for ten long months was tossed about amid inter- 
minable ice in the wide ocean, always in motion, and 
unceasingly threatened to be crushed to atoms, when 
every soi^ on board must inevitably have penshed— such 
a case can not be contemplated without the strongest 
feelings of compassion for the helpless sufferers. And 
it is lughly creditable and most praiseworthy to officers 
and men, and more particularly to the former, that by 
their steady and unrepining conduct they prevented de- 
spondency from seizing upon the minds of the latter. 
The tranquiUitY and constant good humor, not to say 
cheerfulness, of Captain Back, and the imremitting ex- 
ertions of Lieutenant (now Captain) Smyth, are above 
all praise. 

Nothing now was left but to get home as speedify as 
thejr could with the ** crazy, broken, and leaky" Terror, 
which they succeeded in bringing safely to Lough 
S willy. "Thus ended," says Captain Back, " an expe- 
dition from which, had it been permitted to reach its 
port of disembarcation, it was reasonable to expect the 
fun accomplishment of its objects. Uncontrollable cir- 
cumstances prevented it. The problem itself which it 
was intended to solve remains unaltered." Not quite 
so. In the two years following, the principal part of it 
was solved by two officers of the Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany. Captain Back says that the season was so bad 
that the Hudson's Bay ship of that year was obliged to 
return without completing her voyage. It is to be 
hoped, however, that after the harassing difficulties ex- 
perienced by Sir Edward Parry, and the failure of Cap- 
tain George Lyon, and that now by Sir George Back, 
no farther attempt will ever be made where Cape Com- 
fort and the Frozen Strait are concerned. 
' Captain Back's character is well known, but a short 
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CHAPTER XIV. 
II8GEIIANB0U8. 

1. Narrative of a Second Voyage in Search of a Nortkmeei 
Passage, and of a Residence in the Arctic Regions dw 
ring the Years 1829-3(Wl-32-33. By Sir Johh Ross, C.B., 
K.8.A., K.C^., &c., &c., Captain in the Royal Navy. 

2. Report from Select Committee on the Expedition to tke 
Arctic Seas, commanded by Captain John Ross, R.N. 
Ordered by the House of Commons to be printed, 28th of 
April, 1834. 

3. Narrative of the Discoveries on the North Co€ut of Amer- 
ica during the Years 1836-39. By Thomas Sim psok , Esq. 

Hatino put on record the title of the nairative of tiiis 
second Toyage, together with the molti&rioas personal 
distinctions, dec., any farther notice c^ the ** NarratiTe'' 
of Cf^rtain John Ross (as he is simpfy described in the 
Report of the Select Committee) will be dispraised with, 
mainty for the reason that the ** second voyage*' was a 
private speculation, not authorized by any l»iindi of the 
^vemment, and that the report of a conmiittee of the 
House oi Commons preceded its puUication; it may 
therefore be supposed to contain thp substance oS the 
most material points in the ** Narrative,** and on that ac- 
coimt the only notice of it will be confined to the jhio- 
ceedings of this committee. 

Besides, the title-page of the book gives no encourage- 
ment for one to look into it, especial^ one who was using 
his best endeavors to prcmaote expeditions for the search 
of a northwest passage, which Captain John Ross repu- 
diates, thou^ with his usual consistency, he announces 
his book to 1^ the ** Narrative (^ a Voyage in Search of a 
Northwest Passage." Ajid this he still announces after 
the fonowing questions and his answers, on examinatkm 
before the committee, had been published : 

** Do you oonceive that any fiirther attempt to discover tiie 
Northwest Passage would be attended with great danger f " 

Captain Boss says, '« I do/' 
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first, the history of the expedition, which is doubtless 
the true one. 

Captaio Ross examined : 

" What was the indiicement to you to undertake this last 
expedition f 

"When his m^esty became lord-high-admiral I sent in 
my propositions, and afterward again to Lord Melville, when 
he became again first lord of the Admiralty : I received an 
answer that they did not intend to pursue it any more. 

** What was the cost of the expemtion? 

"The cost of the expedition was £17,000 to Mr. Booth 
and £3000 to me. 

«< Did your men express themselves satisfied with what had 
been done to them by the Admiralty 7 

** Every one of them ; they all rejoiced that the Admiral^ 
had behaved so wdl to them." [The Admiralty gave them 
double fiill-^y till they abandoned the ship, and rail pay af- 
terward, in all £ 4580.] 

Mr. Felix Booth examined : 

" Perhsms you will have no objection to state the circum- 
Btances which induced you fijrst to undertake the charge of 
the enterprise which Captain Boss commanded? 

'* Not m the least. 1 had known Captain Ross fer some 
years, and I undertook it ibr the credit of the country and to 
serve Captain Ross, thinlriTig that h< v^..^ ^^^hUxI in h\n for- 
mer expedition ; that there was a cloutl hEuigiog over him^ mid 
that he was anxious of an opportunity of aoing oat ogaiii. I 
felt interested that all discoveries i^LouId be mad? hy our 
countrymen. He said he should v^ry much like to ^ out 
asain, and diought he could do it al a emnll expense. I mad, \ 

* Well, then, put down, and let me tee what you call b amall ! 

expense.' He afterward brought me ev ptiper^ making ic about | 

£10,000. I said, 'Well, I should liavo no objeotioii to ad- i 

vance £10,000, if that would be the utmost »uni reqtdredf ! 

but I said, * I will not engage in it, because there is £20,000 i 

reward for any person who shall discover the paaBoge, and it | 

would look very much as though I bad an obj&ct m vi^^w/ 

"About a twelvemonth after be came to me, nnd said, 
' Now it is aU over; the reward is dono qway with.' I thoi 
said I was ^lad of it, and if he wanti^l aat^iirtance X was will- 
ing to give It; he was amazingly deUgbted: aa which I told 
him, * I will assist yon, but rememlH^ it mu^t be in th^ to 
most confidence, and I will not do an j ihing that !» iziiimt:!!! U^ 
govermnent.' 

** In the event of Parliament voting any moiiey to Capnyp 
JKoss, have you any expectation of retttivijig &uy ptmkm uf ilT 
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as she could stow, after which the heap is said to hare 
been scarcely diminished. There is some reason to be- 
fieve that dus precious deposit of stores was one great 
cause of Ross having taken this route, though he told the 
committee it was in search of what had been agitated die 
last 200 years, and also that the object was to decide 
whether there was that passage, to which Captains Par- 
17 and Franklin had devoted their attention. But he 
meorover tokl the committee, ** I should not have been 
justified in going if I had not known that the stores of 
the Fury were in Prince Regent's Inlet." He knew 
of what they consisted from Parry, and might, peihaps, 
have been in possession of an invoice of the whole, 
amounting, it is said, to three years* consumption. 

By the end of September the Victonr reached a har- 
bor on the southeast comer of the land which she bad 
been coasting, and to which, out of gratitude, Ross gave 
the name of Isoothia ; but the northern part o£ this coast, 
for about a hundred miles, had been named by Captain 
Pany North Somerset, and it was about two hundred 
more to the harbor, to which was given the name of 
Felix. Here the V ictcny was frozen up for the winter, 
and remained fast bound up just twelve months. 

This is all stated before the comnuttee, a portioo of 
whose proceedings follows. But, in the first ]dace, it 
may be right to point out that the conunittee, in their 
report, have been grossly misled in statins, among the 
creat public services which Ross has performed, **the 
denumstration that one passage, which had been consid- 
ered by preceding navigiators to be one of the most like- 
ly to lead from the A&ntic to the Pacific Ocean, dloa 
not txiit.^ Now what was this demonstration ? They 
had asked him if he conceived he had ascertuned the 
fact that no (ntu^ticable conununication existed between 
the Atlantic and Pacific Ocean, and he replies, *^ Posi- 
tivety to the southward of the 74th degree :" and he &r- 
ther takes occasion to teD them, ** We established Leo- 
p(M's Island to be the northeast point of America :'* in 
other words, no communication exists between the west- 
em and the eastem seas to the southward of that point; 
and his demonstration, or positive proofs is thus hroug^ 
out. 
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and soQtfa. Those isthmuses In Ibe Red Sea and Med- 
kemnean are utterly anintelHgible ; and those of Booth- 
ia and Darien are calculated to put one in mind ci tlie 
rivers of Monmouth and Macedon. There is an Istfaoras 
of Darien and an Isthmus of Boo^iia, ** and there is thsr- 
teen feet water at both ;*' the thirteen feet appears tctj 
much to have been borrowed from Mr. Lloyd's **• Darien." 
The examiner would seem not yet to have been satiKfied 
with the process of the theodolite and the hole in the 
ice ; he should have inquired what was the result of the 
hole ; did it, like one of the Geysers of Iceland, throw 
up a jet of thirteen feet, not of hot, but salt water ? 

Commander James Ross was asked^ 

** Are you aware of the fikct, that the two seas ri^ and 
left of the ifithmuB which connectB Boothia with the ^!«wtit^gt^f 
of America are of different altitudes f 

'' No, I am not ; nor had we the means of aaoertaimng the 
fiict with accuracy; it would take at least two or three wJigitlM 
to ascertain it with the accuracy such an observatioii would 
require. 

** You have no reason to suppose such a thingT 

'' None whatever. No ; / never heard of U till this wuh 
ment. 

" Has Cimtain Ross never told you that he had ascertained 
thattobethefiict? 

« Captain Boss may have made observatioos which have 
satisfied bis mind ; but I doubt whether he can hsTe made 
observations that would satisfy the minds of those who may 
investigate the matter." 

So much for Captain Ross's ^^ demonstrcUieii^^^ of the 
water-built v^aU, 13 feet hi^ extending from Booth- 
ia to the North Pole, and his joining Boothia to Noitii 
America ; yet he satisfied the committee, as appears by 
thenr report, that a passage south of Boothia does not ex- 
ist. But the committee and Ross also shall be satisfied, 
before this chapter closes, that not only is there no such 
junction, but that they are completely divided by a navi- 
nble strait, ten noiles wide and upward, leachng past 
Back's Estuary and into the gulf, <^ which the proper 
name is Akkoolee, not Boothia; and, moreover, that tibe 
two seas flow as freely into each other as Lancast^ 
Sound does into the Polar Sea, and are, of course, <m the 
same level. 
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* Upon wbit obMrratioai iiMde ia tbo ImI tojh* ^ 70« 

and tfaftt opiiuoof 

' FktMD the additioiwl Dortion of the oodino of tbo eooti. 
nflDt of America explored on this o oc mi o o, oo the ewtem 
eoMt of America, and the western coast of Boothia. 

'« Do joQ betiere that it would be pnwtioaUe to go throo^ 
Ifaat northwestern p i ssige f 

" There is no question that it woold be morh more easy 
»ow that we are aoqnMnted with the nature of the fbrmatioo 
of die continent of America.'* 

Captain Frmncit Beaufort examined : 

"Has the Toyaae undertaken hj Captain Boss, in your 
ovmiion, been equid in importance, with respect to the qiies- 
tioo of the northwest pMsege, with previous vox«ges under- 
taken lor the purpose of ascertaining it f 

'« I do not know how to shape an aosw«r to that question, 
mdesB hj meMuring the number of miles discovered in ea«!b 
Tojrage. 
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** Do 70a oondder that the olosmg xtp of Prince Begent's 
Inlet Burowt die range within which a northwest paaeage 
may be found within a short compass T 

" It only narrows it by one of tne opening. 

** Does It narrow the opening to somethmg above 74 de- 
grees north latitude f 

" There are several openings from the end of Lancaster 
Bound. Prince Begent's Inlet was one of theai : by closing 
timt, he has removed one of the probable means of gettmg to 
the we s tw ar d ; but there are three still open. 

** Will you specify their names ? 

** One is going out by the Wellington Channel to the north- 
west; anomer prooeedmff by Melvdle Island; and the diird 
would be by getting to me southwest after passing the cape, 
which Captain Ross supposes [asserts! to be the nordiem ex> 
treme of America, toward the shore laid down by Franklin 
and Richardson. 

** Do you consider that the closing of the most aoutherfy 
outlet closes that supposed to be most ukely to be practicaUe f 

" No ; for that is not the route I should have taken if em- 
ployed on that service." 

Nothing farther need be said on Captain Rosses opin- 
ions regaling a northwest passage ; but as Commander 
James Ross is the officer who did all that was done, or 
eonld be done, and appears not to have been treated on 
this conmiittee as he ought to have been, it may be 
proper to state, briefly, an ontline of what he did on tfiis 
voyage, in addition to what has been said of him at the 
conclusion of Parry's " Polar Voyage.** 

The first year after reaching Felix Harbor, Com- 
mander Ross made five or six journeys from the ship, 
of about a month to ten days or a fortnight each. On 
tiie first he discovered and crossed the Isthmus of 
Boothia, which joins it to a peninsula. On a fiitore 
journey he ascertained it to be fifteen miles in width, 
with a lake in the center, and five miles of land. To a 
question of the committee as to what part he took in the 
geographical discoveries made, his reply was, ^The 
whole extent of geographical discovery is perluips be- 
tween 600 and 700 nules of new land ; out of that prob- 
ably about 260 miles weire discovered in the ship as she 
proceeded down the coast ; the remaining 400 or 500 
were discovered by myself, with parties of three or 
four men detached from the ship— expeditions that 
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were BeveraHy plijmed end conclacted by mjwelL** He 
idso statei^, in reply to farther questions, toat obeer?^- 
tioDfl in geotogy, natoml history, and botany, with die 
cdlectiiig of specimenst were miide by himself, he being 
the only person who at aH understood the nature of 
those subjects. He is then asked if he personally made 
the obsenrations from whidi he inferred that he had 
discovered the true position of the magnetic pole. ** I 
did," he says, **£br two years prenoos to the time I 
went to the magnetic pole, I was engaged in obserra- 
tions necessary to determine its exact position ; having 
ascertained that spot, I then conducted a parly to Ae 
point so determined, and there I made a series of ob- 
servations by which I ascertained that to be the exact 
position of tne magnetic pole." 

It must be considered most ungenerous, on the part 
of Captain Ross, to detract, as he does in his examina- 
tion, firom the merit of his nephew, who alone deserves 
the credit of having fixed the point, as near as is capable 
of being done, of the Western Magnetic Pole. In his 
aoswers to the committee he never once considevs Com- 
mander Ross as the sole discoverer, but would make it 
appear that every thing was done in his presence, and 
with his eo-operataon : thus, for instance, he says, ** toe 
were in a position where the compass had no power of 
traversing — ^by continuing our observations we arrived at 
the spot-'406 passed romid it-^-whichever way we passed 
it, as we passed round it, the compass turned toward it 
horizontally/ ' The truth, however, was elicited at last. 

** How near were you ^ouraelf to the poiAt of the Magnet- 
ic Pole? 

** I suppose I was within /9r<|r wUles." 
And this, then, must have been the distsnce at which 
^e were walking round it. The committee might have 
had the sagacity to ask him how long it took him to 
walk round the circuit of one hundred and twenty miles. 
They did ask him another kind of question : 

" Within what area do yon conceiYe you have reduced the 
citaation of it? 

" One mile." 

The same question being put to Captun Beaufort, he 
rephes, «* There can be no specific or precise point to 
23 Ge2 
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^ the situation of the Magnetic Pole within a d^ree 
or half a degree.** 

It was a general belief at die time, that, had Captain 
Rosses conduct before the committee been of a contrarj 
tendency, the committee would have been disposed to 
have recommended for his nephew, what he luAify de- 
served, some pecuniary rewaitl, as compensation for his 
losses, which amounted to <£300 or <£400. Every thing, 
in fKt, in this ill-advised expedition, rested cm the talent 
and activity of the commander : it is not dear, indeed, 
that the lives of the wh(^ party did not depend on him. 
The committee ask him : 

" Had you an oppor timity of personal participation in aoy 

rnfic service to the expedition, by which you consider ftat 
lives of the people were preserved f " 

He modestly replies, 

^ I do not know whether I ahoold quite say I had ; bat 
certainlY it was essential to the safety of the people that I 
should leave them on one occasion. Accompanied by two 
of the strongest of the party, I advanced toTnuid the Filly's 
stores, to see whether they were there or not ; ibr, had tliey 
gone there without finding the provisions, the whole, or near* 
Ij the wb(^, party nmst have perished ; but by my going 
imd retaining with a sapply of provisions, I enabled thrai to 
reach die Finy's stores.*^ 

Captain Ross should have been the last person to 
throw any impediment in the way of remuneration to 
his nephew. He and his crew were amply rewarded 
in money, and himself in money and in honors; the 
former was very prq[>eriy bestowed, for his Ixddly en- 
caging in so hazardous, though ill-advised an enterprise, 
for the sufferings of himself and party, and for the long- 
continued anxiety, which money can only poorly re- 
ward : of the latter no one will envy him ; a few foreign 
princes may think thmnselves fiaUered by having their 
names dotted along the coast-line of a thing cidled a 
chart, but the King of £n^and*s fimiily are not so easily 
captivated by baits of this kind. Captain Beaufort says, 
** Captain Rws brought to me a chart to prepare for the 
king, which I did, and returned it to him ; and there is 
no copy of it left in the Hydrographical Office :** and 
as Captain Beaufort makes no description of it, neither 
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Chdf of Akkoolee t to liiis latteir portioD die Botioehere 
taken must be eonfined. 

In July, 1839, they entered tbe Coronation Chilf fop 
the second time with their two boats, passed Cafio 
Tom-again, and, from a point on the contineot of Amer- 
ica to the eastward of Tnra-again, they thence obsenred 
to the northward a large tract of land, to which they 
gave the name of Victoria, either joining wi^ or s^ia- 
rated by a strait from, WoIIaston Land. On their re- 
turn they traced the coast of Victoria for about eleven 
degrees of longitude. From Cape Alexander, the south- 
ern coast of the Polar Sea trended southemly to a krgo 
bay crowded wi^ islands, which they called La^nrintfa 
Bay, opposite to vdiich was Melbourne Island. £ower 
down the coast, in latitude 58*^, wsa Sir Guy CampbeH's 
Bay, into which EHice River poured its vratera — a stream 
described as much larger thfm Copper Mine River; the 
bordering country consisting of green flats, little lakes, 
and knotty knoflL This coast still descended to thua 
southward, Ogden Bay being the lowest, in kititiide 67^ 
36', k>ngitude lOl"^ 16'. 

On the 10th of August they found die Amraiean ooasi 
trending to the northeastward, and '« proceeded afl day 
among islands, so that some of the party began to ap* 
prehend we had lost the continent altoaethw.** In Ae 
evening, however, the rapid rush of tbe tide and the 
position of Back's River *' left no longer any room to 
doubt the nei^boihood c^ an open sea.'' But Mr. 
Simpson says, *'• 1 candidly acknowledge that we were 
not prepared to find so souther^ a strait leading to the 
estuary of the Great Fish River (Back's), but rather 
expected first to double Cape Felix of Commander 
James Ross, toward which the coast had been latteriy 
trending." Their object had been to proceed northerfy 
as far as Ci^ Felix, and they continued in a dkectkn 
along the coast which would have led them to it ; but, 
on &diog a separation by theur newly-discovered strait 
leading to the eastward, they entered by doabfing the 
southern point of it, which they call Geddes ; they im>- 
ceeded along that ooast, on a point of which Simpscm 
landed, and found that to be Back's Point Ogle. They 
entered the estuary, passed Point Pechefl, and ascended 
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of 006 bundred and fiffy-siz geografdiical milefi ; bnt tfak 
land extended both to the east and to Ihe west beyond 
these two points ; and they supposed, as before mm- 
tioned, that a wide channel mi^t divide the latter finom 
Wollaston Land. Their next object was the month ci 
the Copper Mine River, which they reached oa the 
16th oi September, ** after by fiir the longest voyage 
ever performed in boats on the Pdar Seas, the distance 
we had gone not being less than 1408 geographical 
miles.*' 

Theur account of the whole line of Ihe Polar Sea 
coast of North America, from Icy Ciq>e to the Gnlf of 
Akkoolee, is well worth pemsing ; but it is time that 
the present volume should draw to its dose. The an- 
nexed small chart contains the combined discoveries of 
Koss, Simpson, imd Back, on that portion of the NcHlh 
Coast of America opposite to, but divided from, the 
southern part of the Island of Boothia (itself a portion 
only of North Somerset), which united must now take 
theur place among the numerous clusters that crowd the 
eastern part of me Polar Sea, some of them to a dis- 
tance northerly yet unknown. 

It win be seen by the chart that Sur James Boss 
thinks it not inq>robable, since the discovery of the land 
seen by Simpson, and marked on the clmrt ** C^itBin 
James Iloss's Point," that the vacant dotted space be- 
tween Point Scott and Cleft Mountain may be land, as 
he has marked it; and also that the space between 
Ciq>e Smyth and Point Scott may be a wide chann^ 
opening into the lower part of Prince Regent's Inlet : 
should this be so,, it will form the continuation of his oi0i» 
straity through which not only a single ship and boatB« 
but whole fleets, may pass. At the same time, it must 
be admitted that conjectural geography is never safe : 
the direction of a coast-line, or the course of a river, can 
only be known, and then imperfectly, to the distance of 
the farthest point c^ sight ; to airive at correctness, they 
must be traced. 

The object of this miscellaneous chapter, with die 
small chart, is to point out distinctly, and to ccHrrect, the 
erroneous impression which the Report of a Select 
Committee of the House of Commons is catenlated to 
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